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When there comes the help of Allah a n d  the trust. 
Vict "y... Yes, our brothen and sisters in 

Success must not be doubtd.  Whether Chechnya are being slaughtered and 
victory for the Chechen nrujahidin (tighten in pushed out of theirhomes, but this is 
the calm of Allah Most High) comes in the not cause for despair. I t  is rather a time ro 
form of martyrdom or territorial gain, its cam- revive the Ummah and relive Badr - only this 
ing is inevitable. In comparison to the Russian 
army that oppresses them, the Chechen 
Muslims may be outnumbered and they may 
lack fundamental m i l i t q  equipment, but 
their resolve is strong and their purpose clear - 
they arc figllting solely ro clrfend Islam and 
please Allah the Exalted Our Unmrah (global 
Muslim community) has been victorious in 
the past with fewer material resources. 

Remember Badr. With only a little over 
300 mujahidin in their army, the Beliwen 
hced over 1000 &far (unbelievers) and were 
victorious. Allah Mmr High strengthened rhe 
Muslims' ranks with an army ofdivine m a -  
sengem - angels sent by Allah Most High to 
aid His beloved servants. 

Similar stories of mysterious white soldiers 
are found in accounts of recent Chechen strug- 
gles. These srories (whether or,not they are 
accuntc), are significant as reminders that 
Allah's (may He be glorified) Mercy is not i 
phenomenon of the p i c .  It is somerhing very 
real, something in which we musr put our 

rime, it is not our nurnben w111ch ace faulcer- 
ing, hut our absolute trust in Allah Mosr 
High. 

Andyorr see people entmkg the ,digion of 
Allah in nwds ... 

Alhanrdu/iIiNah (praise lx to Allah), people 
are entering Islam in masses. Islam is unar- 
guably the fastest growing religion in the 
world, but our job to spread the Din (Islamic 
+y of life) is not being fidly realized. O~lt  
aim is not to convert people w simply add 
numbers m our rank, the power ro change 
hearn is only by Allahk (may He be Glorified) 
mercy. Our duty lies in sharing with others 
the knowledge we have h e n  b l d  with. 

This d m  nor mean we should tush to 
organiae mwive missionary expeditions. Yes, 
our beloved Messenger (peace and bls ings of 
Allah M a r  High be upon him) encoulilged 
active f o m  ofddwah (inviration ro Islam) 
and sent nut emissaries to different pam of the 
world. Bur we must finr build what we're 

calling p p l e  to, cwting an Ummah that 
nor only bars  the name ofthe Messenger 
(pblrh), but a h  lives by his teachings. We 
cannot spread a mesage we do not practice. 
The foundation of da'wah is practicing Islam 
to its fullest, submitting to the Truth one 
hundred percent. Islam cannot merely be our 
slogan, religion or philmophy; it needs to be 
rhe definition we model our lives by. We need 
to actually be the Muslims we profess to be - 
and tllar is the gratest da'wah. 

Thmi cekbrate the w i s e s  ofyolrr W a n d  
seek fq iymess .  Veri'Iy He ir the O f ~ p f f ~ n z -  

ing (the Holy Qur'an, 110) 
Our stn~ggle, whether it be fightrng 

oppmlon  or spread~ng the message of Islam, 
begtns and ends with prayer and repenceace 
And weryrhing s by the will of Allah Mast 
H ~ g h .  

Jaakwn AUahu khayran, 
-the A/-Talib staff 

'Letter t o  tke editar- 

Attermatk af tke Tkrkey 

" W h  the wrth b  hak ken to her (umm;) m- 
wbim,An$fheermhrhrmu~upher~(/ro~ 
Unthnt)), A d n m  (diitrerreJ): '1Vhat b the 
nwtw cith Aw"'- Orr that Day will rhe &lure 
hrrtiding~: F w t h  thy Ladui l lhgivol  kr 1 .  . . mnsp~mtra On that Day will men p~uasl in mi- 

SoI~ed OU, tto heJ&LO7l1he &S ihar t& 
(haddone). Then shallqare d o  har dom nn 

atmn'i wsht ofgmd, je if! Anda"yone?uho har 
dare an at071'i wght ofmil, JM re it. " (the 
>ldy Qm'm 99 : 1-8). 

"Did thep+e ofthe rmmfal smile againt 
thL m~ing of O w  iwath by nigh while tky woe 

ail@? Or ebedidtheyfalsm~~eagai~ur irs ming 
in hrddayight while t/qpkgedabout (us 
/nr)r Did ikj t h  feel r a w  agaimt the plam of  
Gd?- btrt no one ran fd~mmfmp,~ the Pkzn o f  
G 4  c@t t h e  (dcanad) to win!" (the Holy 
Qrrr'an 7: 97-99). 

According to the latest news 12,134 p 
pledied and 33,384 people have been injured. 
'Ihe earthquake measuring 7.4 on rhe Richter 
d e  has rocked mainly imir, *a, 
Galcuk, Yalova, and mainly suburb awas of 

Istanbul. Iris fearecl tlut wer 50,000 people 
have d i d  in the earthqr&e in Turkey this 
weekand millions are made homelss. People 
in Ismnbul, Bum, Eskisehir, erc. spent days 
our. 

Since the beginning ofthe finr earthquake, 
me, my sisters and bmrhers, all prayed to 
Allah to save 11.; fmrn the disaster and to for- 
give all our sins before we die. We all remem- 
ber (dhihr) to Allah, t l d ( h m n d )  ro Him, and 
ask fmm Allah to forgive ( t a h  to Allah for 
our sins and 6dts) our sins. Alhamdulillah, 
we all are well now. We have understood once 
again ar rhar moment of the earthquake that 
there is not really any importance m worldly 
marren like tichnesr, h e ,  greed and p s i o n  
for being more "anything" from someone else. 
We will all die ina very wan time char we 

cannot plan or know beforehand. We all 
shodd live our lives knowing this fact, which 
is very definite. As mentioned in che Quian, 
every one will caste death, and this can be 
sometime very soon. The only way to feel 
secure and confident ar the time of death is to 
know that one has spent his life conwiously, 
for the life in h e  HermErer. This world ends, 
but an endlers world e x ~ n  us. 

We are asking all brothers and sisren to 
make dua for us. May Allah accept all our 
deeds in His way, forgive oursins. 

Alhamdu lillahi rabbi1 'kkmin. 
This was a test from our Ra66 (Lord) to 

show which of us will art in the hi manner 
with patience. 

"Be rmtn <re ~badl testyari with mmthing o fhr  
andhr~nge; Jmne fan in g d  a. / iw or thehafruits 
(ofyour to;/), biit gitzglad ridmgs ID t h e  who 
pdirntlyPpne~14s Whiay, when aflinedwiih 
u r h i y  To God We &g, anmlroHi~~ ir me 
ta~m'' (theHoly Q r r h  2: 155-156). 

"EWy JOUI 1 h d  hae a tUJk of&h: and 
t w y z  by &land by gmd b m y  oftrial to Us 
nurrty mum" (rheHo(y Qut'an 21:35). 

May Allah p m t  Mushms 
W a  al-salam, 
Yesh~m Alkan, your sister m Islam 
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