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EDITORIAL

Believers in Captzvity
The Struggles of Incarcerated Muslims

onsider the purpose of the prison

system. Some might argue thart it

is a manifestation of justice in the
American society. Proponents of the prison
systemn mighe tell us that this method deters
people from commiting crimes, while
simultaneously removing dangerous crimi-
nals from the community and giving other
criminals an opportunity for reform.
However, a closer look at some prisons in
the Unired States shows us that these envi-
ronments are anything but conducive to
some of these goals. Islam teaches us chat a
major part of justice is compassion. The
absence of this important component in
some American prisons leaves in it's place a
savage disregard for the basic rights chat all
humans are entitled ro. Dignity is met by
abuse; respect is exchanged for callousness
and perversion.

Many people discover and accept Islam
while they are incarcerated. As these people
follow the perfect way of life prescribed by
Allah, chey turn from a life of crime and
become important contributars to their
respective societies. The prison system, how-
ever, is deterring Muslims from making this
transformarcion. The most basic rights are
stripped away from our brothers and sisters
in a way that seriously impedes the estab-
lishment of some of cthe fundamentals of
Islam. As many of us complete the acrivi-
ties that constitute an ordinary day, we exer-
cise rights that are so innate in human
nature that they almost transcend the classi-
fication, ‘rights.” Privacy is one of chese.

Many of us never find our right ro basic
privacy challenged. In some prisons, howev-
er, this is precisely whar happens. As some
of our Muslim sisters actempt to guard their
modesty as commanded by Allah, they are
subjected to almosc unimaginable disre-
spect, as their dignity is carelessly disregard-
ed. The women in some prisons must show-
er in view of men who stare at cheir uncov-
ered bodies. Some are issued revealing
nightgowns that do not adequately cover
their bodies. They are pat frisked by male
officers. Other Muslims are opposed as they
try to establish the Jumu'ah prayer, grow a
beard, or wear the hijab.

We should feel ourrage that servants of
Allah are being blocked from His path.
Their distress i1s ours. As they are humiliac-
ed we should feel embarrassed. The unfaie-
ness of a system. that works against reforma-
tion and redemption, a system that ignores
the humanity of rhe participants, should
cause our sense of justice to scream out.

Our love for Allah, our resultant love for
other Muslims should manifest itself in our
refusal to accept the merciless, inhumane
treatment received by those who struggle
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behind bars.

Although the prison system itself lacks
in irs structure and its effecriveness, some
Muslims in prisons are blessed wich support
from brothers and sisters in the communicy
who genuinely care for their well-being.
When faced with constant oppression and
denial of rights, support from wichin the
Muslim communircy is a breach of fresh air
for Muslim prisoners.

Muslim chaplains do their parc to make
sure that Muslim prisoners have a sufficient
number of Islamic books, newspapers, and
rapes. Also, Muslim chaplains ensure that
there are periodic visits by Imams and schol-
ars to teach the believers their din and
increase them in cheir love for Allah.

Support from the Muslim community is
essential in any situation, incarcerated or
not. When a Muslim has left prison and
entered the community, however, that is
when the community's sincericy is truly purc
to-test. It is a tough transition for Muslims
when they leave the prisons and attempet to
become part of the existing Muslim commu-
nity. Often, after they have left prison,
Muslims are not given the support they
need to make this difficult transition.

Every masjid should have specific pro-
grams to help and work wich formerly incar-

cerated Muslims. This is important for a

variety of reasons. First of all, formerly
incarcerated Muslims can share cheir firse-
hand knowledge of the horrific conditions
they face in prison. Working cooperatively,
community members can insha'Allah come
up with solutions to fight for Muslim pris-

oners rights to practice their din. Also, upon

leaving prison, Muslims often don’t have

T

any place to go. The communities they used

to be in before they entered prison may not
be conducive to their Islamic way of life. It
is important thar we establish a temporary-
housing arrangement as well as job place-
ment for our brothers and sisters.

Alhamdulillah, Muslims have the financial

resources to do these things, and there 1s no

reason for them not happen.

If nothing else, it is important to raise

awareness amongst each other as to the con-
ditions of Muslims in prisons. We need keep

these brothers and sisters in our prayers the

same way we keep our family in our prayers.

We need to encourage Muslim chaplaincy
programs and tutorial projects. And, we

need ro establish community support and

outreach for when they insha’Allah leave che

prisons.

Jazakum Allahu khayran.
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