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The masjid, known more common-
ly in English as the mosque, is
defined literally as a place for sujud
(prostration). When trying to define
a masjid to a non-Muslim, it is often
easy to say, ‘the Islamic equivalent of
a church.” However, this definition
is inaccurate due to the role that the
masjid plays in Islamic society, cul-
ture, and history. Whereas churches,
synagogues and other temples often
serve the weekly or yearly spiritual

| needs of the people, the masjid’s role

is to serve as the daily center of the
community. Not only has it served
the Muslims spiritually throughout
history, but it also served the Ummah
(community) politically, educational-
ly, socially and culeurally.

During the time of the Prophet
(pbuh), the center of virtually all
activity took place at Masjid al-
Nabawi (the Prophet’s mosque). It
served Muslims spiritually by offer-
ing all five daily prayers in a group,
and the masjid was open all night for
anyone seeking to perform worship
in giyam al-layl (night vigilance). It
served politically, as martters of state
and war were decided by the Prophet
(pbuh) in the masjid with his com-
panions. Lessons of the Qur’an and
the Prophet (pbuh) were often raught
there, serving educational needs. It
served socially in that it housed the
homeless in their time of need.
Finally, it served culcurally in that
festivities such as spear-throwing
took place during the ‘Id holiday.

Although Masjid al-Nabawi served
as the community’s center, the role of
the masjid has declined over the
course of Islamic history. After the
death of the Prophet (pbuh) and 4/-
Khulafa' al-Rashidun (the Rightly-
Guided Caliphs), the masjid was

scripped of many of its honorable
cloaks. It quickly became a tool of
the dynasties in power to their polit-
ical advantage. While many masjids
still served some of the roles that
Masjid al-Nabawi served, only a few
could follow its towering example.

So, what is cthe current situation?
Unforrunately, masjids seem to be
failing in all of cheir roles.

Spiritually, sometimes we find 10
to 15 brothers praying Maghrib (sun-
set) in our largest masjids. Some
masjids are not even open except on
Friday and/or Sunday. Our Ummabh is
at least 1,000 cimes larger than it
was during the days of Masjid al-
Nabawi, but we can only fill che
masjids today during Jum'ah (Friday
prayer) or ‘Id prayers.

Politically, we have abandoned che
doors of Allah’s House in favor of
seeking entrance through che doors
of the White House. Whereas the
masjid used to house che affairs of
the Islamic State, it now houses the
affairs of Congressional lobbies.

Educationally, we have broken the
links to Islamic scholarship in pur-
suit of the public school system.
Some of our youth even go to
Catholic schools, in search of “betrer
education.” This can be considered
perhaps one of our largesc casualties
as an Ummah: we are failing to pass
Islamic knowledge and spirit on to
our youth. We are losing them step
by step to an American system that
teaches youth how to accept blindly,
not how to think.

Socially, we kick homeless people
out of the masjid, so as not to dis-
turb the mayor’s speech inside.
Because we fear tarnishing che
“image” of our institutions.

Culrurally, we have split into eth-
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nic faccions, too timid to visit the
other side and too inhospitable to
greet them at our own masjid.
Furchermore, we have replaced -Islam
with ezr cultural version of “Islam,”
to the point that we can no longer
differentiate between what is Islam
and what is Arab, Persian, Indo-
Pakistani, etc.

How do we solve these problems?
Often times, we become blinded by
the glamour of technology, and we
feel that improvement of the masjid
lies in more complex bureaucracy
and state-of-the-art equipment.
However, all the roles of the masjid
are lost by our blind push to move
“forward” into the next century,
although we are clearly falling back-
wards.

Ironically, the solution for the
future lies in the example of the
past. Real progress will be made by
returning to the simplicicy of Masjid
al-Nabawi. The focus chen was to
build the center of brotherhood and
sisterhood in the community, not to
build video-conferencing rooms.

We need to use the masjid for
what it was intended: our home for
prayers, our center of policics, our
school, our homeless shelter and our
culcural melcting pot. If we do this,
we can establish the spiric of Masjid
al-Nabawi in every masjid, insha’
Allah.e i

Jazakum Allahu khayran.
~The Al-Talib szaff
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