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Introduction

1. The 2005 CSIS Stmily PATHS TQ RADICALIZATION. OF HOME-GROWN ISLAMIC
EXTREMISTS IN CAN.ADA' S

This study foll ws up on the 2005 paper, U

What is Islamist Radic ization? ‘What s Hbadizetion?

3. The phenomena of *y adicalizatin” and “fibidization” are very complex gud due in part to the
diverse nature of Muslin: commuypitics in the West. Fach country has its own population with its
own characteristics, hist rries and experiences. “The factors agd catalysts for radicalization in one
nation may 0ot existin an other. Radicalization desprs when'Muslims reject mainstream beliefs and
practices, adopting & nairow, literal, intoletant inferpretstion of fslam. Jihadization occurs when
radicalized Muslims beli zve that pre-emptive violénce i theperceived defence of Islam is justified.
Not everyone who becor 1es radicalized will move on w jihadizanion. When someone radicalizes,
there is often a physical : nd psychological change such as growing a beard, adopting Muslim dress,
criticizing anyone who d.es not share their views, and withdrawing from the larger community. The
- trangformation from radscal to jihadist can be a very rapid process.

. Whiss Caises Radicalh stion?

. 4. Radicalizations aver yindividual process — there are no easy profiles. The factors and influences
" respansible for one person’s ransformation may differ significantly from those of another. The
faezars.of ragdicplization jdentified by CSIS include a belief in the need o defend Islam from
ived apgression by ibie West, influence from a spiritual leader, influence from a radicalized
fuugily..‘.giqube(; ‘and "5 tegling training overseas. Younger members are increasingly self-
radicalizing, -Ariyeoein he comummity is potentially ar risk of becoming radicalized: those bom in
Cana:!a,immim, Ox COnVENSs. The failure or inability of some Muslims to integrate into Western
societies can alsc be afg’: 2or. However, this is seen move in Furopean countries whese the Muslim

! See CSI.S Study 2004/6-11 PATHS TO RADICALIZATION QF HOMEGROWN ISLAMIC EXTREMISTS IN
CANADA issued 2005 07 29. (S)
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mmmuniﬁesmmomhxmugmcousandmerehasbemiessmondmninNorthAmeric&

s. Thcmostimpmantﬁctorﬁrmdicdizaﬁonisth:pcrccpﬁon‘t};aﬂglmis under anack ﬁuqﬂw
West. Jihadists feel they must preemptively and violently defend Tsiam from these pgmewed
enemsics, They also wa cb what is happening in the Islamic world ang ihe many coullicts thas
involve “Western™ or oth 7 aggressiont: Palestine, Kashmir; Traq;, Chechmya, Afgliapistan, and others.
A few will act on these ¢ vents and SUppOTT of CATY 0L 1eTToriSyy i@ i stiemint iy change Wester!
foreign or military policy . These individuals take the violent defence of Isiam as dpegsdopl goal and
religious obligation. Thi: need to defend that religion from its W‘W%hlﬂﬁ@@? and
jihadssts have access t0 & mldealoflitermetojusﬁfythcir actions, - -, v -, o
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6. Auother factor is the influence of s charismatic spirivual leader who Galls gon 5 few brave
Islamists vo rise 1o the defence of Islam. S
will act as leaders and motivalors fo atiract young inpressionsble Muslims o their jbb‘oiogy.
Younger jihadists are usag the Itemet 10 locate “virtnal” leaders who provide inspirarion. This
wgiralization” of radic: Yization resultsin & spirimal leader who is available 2477 .

7. Parents who shan: their raifica) ideologies’ igh shieir children can also be e factor in

can also help expose ycung radicals to older, more expericnced jihadists and possibly teipung
oppormmities,
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Conclusion e

The phenomenon of adicalization conti - il Wessmyations
with significant Muslim minority popularions. Western Mushims are concremed )L what they see
unfolding throughout the Islamic world: the invasion of Frag, military operations fi-Afehimisian, the
conflicts in Kashmir and Chechnya, &t al. “They tend w see these events as a series of acts gjmed at
Islam itself. While the va: tmajority will remain politically engaged over these issues, astital jagnber
willinmrporamth:iranwinmmeirfaithmdscethmselves oblisedmdefendtheirMuslim
brothers and sisters. A
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