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$jl%jf~traa~ Qazi 14k~sa in  #ahmad 
Ameer of Jama'ate lslami Pakistan 

By Zaheer Uddin 

Q: YOIL loere o special grlest specrker a t  llle 24th ICNA r~a t io r~a l  

cor~verltior~. IIoru did y o r ~  find t l ~ e  corluerltiorl? 

A: I came here after 17 years. i\lhamdulillah, I have person- 
nlly observed a great difference in  ICNA. 17 years ago it was a n  
sssociation of Indo-Pak nlovement oriented friends. Now i t  is a 
movement, Alhamdulillah. Now i t  has among its members Mus- 
lims belonging to all ethnic groups and origins including the Mso- 
Americans, Hispanics and Caucasians a s  well a s  people from In- 
dia, Pak i s tan ,  Bang ladesh  a n d  o the r  p a r t s  of the  world. 
illhamduliiah, i t  is flourishing. In  future we hope that  with the 
cooperation of other American RiIuslims they can form a bigger 
movement in America. Ancl the universal message of Islam can 
be spread through this movement among the people in America. 
America is a very important country. Actually the people loolc a t  
i tnsa  leader of the world in  terms of resources and power. There- 

and this movement in the 
for the Muslims Urnma11 

at large. 

Q: You haue eorlrer visited the US.4 irl 1978 a n d  1982. Noru i r ~  
1999 ruhot lrirld of differerrce orld cl~arlges doyo~r  firrd irl terrns of 
Islarrlic ~uorlr? 

A: Actually the world scenario has changed drast,ically during 
the last two decades. Then i t  was a world with two super powers. 
Now America is the only super power and there is  no tussle be- 
tween Communism and Capitalism. The second difference is that  
tho Muslim community in  America has increased. I t  wns a small 
community of one or two millions of Muslims, now i t  is 6 1.0 8 
millions strong. Muslims are  better organized and have got a 
6oal of giving the message of Islam to others. This is a fast ex- 
Panding community. This also encourages the Muslims here in 
timerica. They are encouraged by the fact that  Americans from 
011 malks of life have been converting to Islam. Islam has been 
"Cepted by them a s  the s o l u t i o ~ ~  of the ills of humanity, and the 
future order for human family for (.he service of mankind. There 
is a big difference in  tha t  scenario and the present scenario. 

4: Have gou also rloticed OILY differerlce irl the ICiV.-1's work in 
[he lust 17yram? 

A: yes. ICNA has expanded. ICNA has got many facets. ICNA 
has a relief organization, a Da'wah oroanization and d i f f~ren t  - 
I-es and a number of units, departments, and divisions. 
'~heer Vddirl i s  Secretary Gerlerol of IC1V.i a n d  
Edi~or-ill-~lrief of Tlre illessoge Ir~terr~atiorlal .  
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ICNA's work has increased a lot and is now striving in  a vast 
and many facets of way. 

Q: Yorr /roue rrlet 1uil.1~ ICNA leadersl~ip a n d  other rloliorrol or- 
gorliza,tiorrs like ISIVA orrd rhe irtdigerlous leade,ali.ip lilre 111lorrr 
Siroj Il'ahlmoj. Holu do you see tlle fi~tlrre ofIslorr~ o r ~ d  illrislirr~s irl 
lllis courrtr>? 

A: In my opinion, the future of Islam nnd Muslims is connected 
basically with Lhe indigenous Americans ... they can project it. Also 
the Afro-Americans, Caucasian, n ~ t i v e  .4rnericans, all are in]- 
partant. Islam and the Da'wah must he addressed to all. I1 must 
not be presented a t  a l in~ited scope for only t,he colored people or 
who are  the people from African and American descent. The 
people of different origins must also be given due importance in 
the ICN.4 leadership and other organizations, including the lo- 
cal Muslim organizations. ICNA must nssociate itself wit,h the 
locali\mericanRiI~uslim organization. This should be bridged and 



eveiybody should try for common grounds 
and to hold themselves into one Muslim 
Ummah. I t  i s  a big cllnllenge from inside. 
We m u s t  p r e s e n t  I s lam above t h e  
ethnicity, languages and we must also try 
to he above trivial and the small Fiql~i  dif- 
ferences. 

Q: 111 therecerttpost sorrrepeople irl ICNA 
have corlcerns that  Jarria'ate Islortai, Paki- 
 star^ has been dictatirigICiVA orICX.4 has 
becorrle a brarich of Jarr~a'ate Islarni. IVIiat 
are your cornrrlerits OIL these corlcerrls? 

A: Actually I do not think that there is 
any weight on this plea. We all belong to 
bIuslim Ummah. We all belong to one glo- 
bal Islamic movement and we do mutual 
consultation with each other, take guid- 
ance from each other. It is essential. We 
take p idance  even from our youth, and 
our children. Without mutual consultation 
the concept of Ummah is not complete. 
This is not a Pakistani Ummah or Ameri- 
can Ummah. Ummah is universal and the 
message is universal and we must prove 
it  that our leadership is the same. We re- 
spect each other. But the condition i n  dif- 
ferent parts of the world are m e r e n t  and 
therefore, we must address the people ac- 
cording to their language and according 
to the conditions they are facing. We can 
adopt different strategies, but essentially 
this must be understood that  we are one 
globalmovement and the people should not 
be defensive on this thing. We must say 
openly that we are  one Ummah but we 
belong to different organizations. But these 
organizations are necessary for the spread 
of this universal Da'wah. 

B: By any charice does Jarnaht  dictate 
any orgarlizatiorl out of Pakistarl? 

A: Actually Jama'ate Islami does not dic- 
tate its ownmembers inside Pakistan. Our 
way is through consultation: arnrohrarn 
shura bairiohurra. Dictating is not our way 
of organization. We do consultation with 
all the Islamic movements and organiza- 
tions around the world. 

Q: You rneet leaders of different Islarriic 
rnouernerlts and  they visit you also. How is 
the coop era ti or^ orrlorig Islarnic movernerits 
for Islarnic work OIL irrterrlatior~al scerle? 

A: On the international scene we meet 
and consult with each other. We discuss 
what is the condition of Islamic movement 
i n  different parts of the world. Rut we do 
not have any single international organi- 
zation and this is not possible a t  interna- 
tional stage. A single leadership or  single 

Ameer and  one strategy for the whole of 
the world is not possihle a t  this moment. 
One Ameer and one leadership cannot 
understand the different environment or 
the condition people a r e  working and  
tlierefore there must he some type of free- 
dom for evely location and for every orga- 
nization. But they must know that we are 
one Ummah and this is one movement and 
i n  th i s  way we a r e  associated with 
Akhwanul Muslimnon organization and 
with our brothers in different parts of the 
world, i n  Malaysia, i n  Bangladesh, in Al- 
geria, in Tunisia, as  well as  in Turkey, in 
Europe, i n  America. But, inspite of having 
different organizations, we do consult with 
each other and our message and strategy 
is that we present Islam the religion of hu- 
manity, religion of mankind and the reli- 
gion of peace. And we say and advice our 
Muslim brothers dl over world to prove it  
with their example and through their 
model that they are a t  the service of man- 
kind and they believe i n  dialogue and they 
believe in justice and do not believe in ter- 
rorism and violence. 

Q: You haue beer1 very close to Afghari 
Jihad rriouerrierat. Yo11 have close coritacts 
with the c~irrerit i l fghar~ leadership of 
Taliball. How do you see the future of Af- 
ghorlistari, and the future of Islarn irl Af- 
ghorlistarc? 

A: Actually. Afghanistan is in trouble. I t  
is in turmoil. I t  is boiling. I t  has not borne 
the fruit of the Jihad. Russians had been 
thrown out but Afghanistan is in ruins and 
therefore to bring real peace to Afghani- 
stan. Taliban must open their hearts to 
Mujahideen leaders. Mujahideen leaders 
must enter into dialogue with Talihan. 
They must respect each other and find 
some way out of this turmoil. They are in- 
side Afghanistan and therefore I had ad- 
vised Taliban to accept Mujahideen a s  
their brothers and consult with them. I 
advised the Mujahideen to accept Taliban 
to enter into some type of cooperation with 
each other. Otherwise, the secular forces 
will keep them in turmoil. They want to 
keep Afghanistan disturbed until they are 
weakened and become slaves of the world 
power and Afghanistan is made secular. 
The secular leadership is being prepared 
and they have a plan to impose this lead- 
ership on Afghanistan. The West has given 
a bad name to the Mujahideen and now to 
Taliban. They are worlung against both of 
them. Therefore they must form unity be- 
twoen their own. They must be aware of 
the coming threat. 

Q: The situatiorr i n  ICashrr~ir is a t  a boil- 
ing poirit. ll'hot is yocar corrl.rrleirt on t l ~ e  
Wasliirigtorl declaratiorl  of Presicler~t 
Clirrtori arid Prirlre hIiriisteriVoi~.az Sharif? 
M'llat is tlre fiitl~re of J ihad a r ~ d  ~VIiijahideeri 
of Iioshrr~ir after the report of diserlgage- 
rrierrt bet~ueerl India  arid Pakistata? 

A: I have very carefully read this  joint 
communiqu6 and I a m  sorry to say that I 
could not find a single word of consolation 
for the Rashmiris o r  for the Pakistanis, or 
for the cause in the communiqu~. This is 
the communiqu6 which is according to the 
wishes of Inilia. India and the American 
President got the  s ignature  of Nawaz 
Sharif on a communique which i s  totally 
reflecting the India's stand on the ICash- 
mir problem. The Kashmir issue is not 
addressed at  all. The communiqu6 is re- 
stricted to the ICargil and the Line of Con- 
trol. The actual problem of ICashmir is that 
India refuses to accept that this is a dis- 
puted territory and it  should be resolved 
according to the wishes of the people of 
ICashmir. This is the  core of the problem. 
India must accept that.  Unless this is ac- 
cepted and declared there can he no use- 
ful dialogue. I t  cannot be solved unless In- 
dia accepts the existence of the ICashmir 
dispute. 

Q : H ~ ~  car1 the hfrislirris irl Arrierica slap- 

port ICaslamir ca~rse? How car1 they help orld i 
assist therrl? 

A: Actually they should launch a cam- 
i 

paign similar to what they did for Kosova. 1 
I did not see that they raised ICashmir is- I 
sue the same way they did others. Also, 1 
there must be organized relief work, me- 
dia contact, etc. They must write to their 
Congressmen and Senators; send tele- ! 
gram and organize demonstrations to put 
pressure on the American Administration. 

Q: We are proud that theiVfiislirr~s arel .2  
billiorifrorn Iridorresia to fiIorocco aridfrorrr 
diistrolra to iVorth Arnerica. 011 tlie other 
hand, the Urnmala is iri tunrioil. They are  
dowrlgraded. niey are  beirlgsuppressed. I t  
looks like they have rlo hor~or and dignity. 
CVl~at do you think a n d  how fiI~rslirri coi~ld 
rise agairl? 

A: A41hamdullillah, Islamic movement 
has got a very popular program for i t  nnd 
the Prophet Muhammed (s) has said that 
my Ummah will be revived and i t  will be 
reformed by the same process on which this 
was evolved by the Prophet Muhammed 
(3). ..The Islamic movements through out 
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llle world under the guidance of hIaulana in  Pakistan and in  near future there are  
~ ! - ~ d X b u l l Y l a  hIaudoodi (r) and Shnheed 

A: Jnma'ato Islomi has its ilnprint on llnd there llindmnces and 
H : ~ ~ ; ~ ~  ;ll.Banna (r) andmany other promi- 'very aspects of the life of Pakistani soci- there are  challenges but there nlso a pos. 
nPllt & ~ ~ ~ l i ~  leaders and  scholars and ety. This is  :I vellv effective movenlent and sibility tha t  we will surmount t h a t  ob- 
,lujahideen have adopted the same atti- Islam is recognized a s  state ideology. this stncles and challenges Insha Allah i n  the 
iude and the  process wllich is a big success. I t  i s  recognized that  the nc:lr future, 

by the Prophet of Allah:.. Call the sovereignty belongs to.4llah and under its 
,,,,,,gie towards hlltlh and to train and pu- constitution we have got a n  Islamic con- Q: Lost btrt itot least. Do you 11,aur~ a i ~ p  

them, organize them into Jnma'nh and stitution and there are quite sufficie~lt pro- rllcssoge to olrr a l l d  luorkers of 
\v\-orli for the service of mankind. In  this visions in our constitution for the estab- 1 ~ ~ y . 1 1  
process we will create nn Islamic society, lishment of a just society nnd Isla~nic pol- 

Is lan~ic  government and a n  Islnmic ity. Therefore, Jamn'at Islami is success- A: If we are  sincere in our pulpose and 
Islamic orgnnizntions are  in  every ful in  its goals and gained a lot and it has in ,,, basic objectives that our 

p"rt of the world worlung towards that goal done a lot and also today after the failure ,,, to seek the plensure ,,four creator 
in their parts of the  world. When they will o f p p p  and Nawaz League people nre looli- if,ve want the success here nnil lIereafter 
be successful it will be for the service of ing towards Jama'nte Islami for future then I demand from all tile workers o f ~ s .  
llurunnity and for world peace . The M.lus- leadership. From 1903 onward it did not lanlic ~~~~~h tllnt they should have very 
lilus must strengthen their righteousness. talie part in  any election. We hove started close connection with their d l a h  through 
They are on the Haq, and therefore, this a process to educate the asses and are Ibadaat, Dhikr, Salah, Nawnfil a n d  Soum Hnq is their renl strength. If the Muslims launchingn strong to assnre fab and through the service of humanity. I ask 
becollle practicing then Islam and just elections in  future. In  that  ntmo- the brotllers  of^^^^ to be sincere to 
\vill Vend vel'Y fast. Islnmic movements sphere,  there  is  every possibility t h a t  beoneabunyanum marsoos', andlove each 

v-orliing towards this goal nnd, Insha Jama'ate Islami secure a viable majority, other. Their should not only 
i\llnh, they will help the Islamic Ummah. Insha ~411al~, be mechanicnl and organizational but of 

Q: Jaiiiabte IsloiniPalristai~ llas beell ac- Q: Irl arly lvay car, forecast orpredict love, intense love for ''Iah and  His 
Prophet, and love of humanity and love for 

lire silrce t l ~ e  creation of Pakist011 iir 1917 ~uherl Pakistail loill becoille ail Islamic Islam, 
/or tile ~~stabl ishrnei~t  of Islaril a n d  for the State o r  Isloiilic ga~,eril.ri~,er~t? Tl~oisk you Qazi Salreb /or sparing your 

I ~ t ~ p r ~ i i t a c y  of I s l a i i~  in Pakis ta i~.  But i t  ~ ioh~oble  time. Iappreciate very I J J I L C ~  011 be- 
scerils ,Jaii~ohf is not close irl nchie~'ir~g its A: I ~ a n s e e a ~ o s s i b i l i t y  t,hat in  few years ll,jlf of islolrric circle of North Alllerica olld 
goal yet. Is tllere tlli1W IuroJlE ill a n  Islamic government can be established .,, belLa[f of TIle i~~essage Il~terrtotiolLol. . 

Introducing the First Islamic 
Alternative to Insurance in America 

s p o n s o r e d  b y  

Mutual Assistance and Cooperative Protection for Risks: 
Q Property and Casualty 
ir Public and Third Party Liability 
fr Busincss Owner's (BOP) 
?t ~rof&sional and General Liability is looking for energelic 
fr Equipment, Machinery, Inventory 
Q blosqurs, Islamic Schools, and 

Associations- Charitits CONTACT US TODAY 

A- Workers Compensation Tel: 201-840.9575 

Call us tortry for more information: 
(888) T A K A F 0 L 
(888) 8 2 5 2 3 6 5 

Or write us at: 134 Greenrale Ave., \Vaync, New Jerscy 07470 
E-mail: F i r s t ~ ~ k a f u l U S A ~ o r l d n c c , a ~ r , n c i  f r  rwwv.mlirfulusa.com 
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