An Interview With
Muhtram Qazi Husain Ahmad
Ameer of Jama'ate Islami Pakistan

By Zaheer Uddin

Q: You were a spectal guest speaker at the 24th ICNA national
onvention, How did you find the convention?

A: I came here after 17 years. Alhamdudillah, I have person-

Wiy observed a great difference in ICNA. 17 years ago it was an
wssociation of Indo-Pak movement oriented friends. Now it is a
movement, Alhamdulillah. Now it has among its members Mus-
lims belonging to all ethnic groups and origins including the Afro-
Americans, Hispanics and Caucasians as well as people from In-
lia, Pakistan, Bangladesh and other parts of the world.
shamdulillah, it is flourishing. In future we hope that with the
-ooperation of other American Muslims they can form a bigger
movement in America. And the universal message of Islam can
he spread through this movement among the people in America.
America i8 a very important country. Actually the people look at
itas-a.leader of the world in terms of resources and power. There-
[ore, the existence of this organization and this movement in the
American sociefﬁ\is\ source of strength for the Muslims Ummah
nt lavge. 8\

Q: You have earlier visited the USA in 1978 and 1982. Now in

1989 what kind of difference and changes do you find in terms of
Islamic work?

A'-' Actually the warid scenario has changed drastically during

the last two decades. Then it was a world with two super powers,
Now America is the only super power and there is no tussle be-
tween Communism and Capitalism. The second difference is that
the Muslim community in America has increased. It was a small
community of one or two millions of Muslims, now it is 6 to 8
millions strong. Muslims are better organized and have got a
goal of giving the message of Islam to others. This is a fast ex-
panding eommunity. This also encourages the Muslims here in
America, They are encouraged by the fact that Americans from
all walks of life have been converting to Islam. Islam has been
Accepted by them as the solution of the ills of humanity, and the
?“tln'e order for human family for the service of mankind. There
'8 & big difference in that scenario and the present scenario.

Q: Have you also noticed any difference in the ICNA’s work in
the lag: 17 years?

A: Yes. ICNA has expanded. ICNA has got many facets. [CNA

"8 a relief organization, a Da'wah organization and different

T, . . ...
Anches and a number of units, departments, and divisions.
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ICNA’s work has increased a lot and is now striving in a vast
and many facets of way.

Q: You have met with ICNA leadership and other national or-

ganizations like ISNA and the indigenous leadership lile Imam
Siraj Wahhaj. How do you see the future of Islam and Muslims in
this country?

A: In my opinien, the future of Islam and Muslims is connected

basically with the indigenous Americans...they can project it. Also
the Afro-Americans, Caucasian, native Americans, all are im-
portant. Islam and the Da’'wah must be addressed to all. It must
not be presented at a limited scope for only the colored peaple or
who are the peaple from African and American descent. The
people of different ovigins must also be given due importance in
the ICNA leadership and other organizations, including the lo-
cal Muslim organizations. ICNA must nssociate itseil with the
loeal American Muslim organization, This should be bridged and
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everybody should try foreommon grounds
and to hold themselves into one Muslim
Ummah. It is a big challenge from inside.
We must present Islam above the
ethnicity, languages and we must also try
“to be above trivial and the small Fighi dif-
ferences.

Q: In the recent past some peaple in ICNA

have concerns that Jama'ate Islomi, Paki-
stan has been dictating ICNA or ICNA has
become a branch of Joma'ate Islami. What
are your commeits on these concerns?

A: Actually I do not think that there is

any weight on this plea. We all belong to
Muslim Ummah. We all belong to one glo-
bal Islamic movement and we do mutual
consultation with each other, take guid-
ance from each other. It is essential. We
take guidance even from our youth, and
our children. Without mutual consultation
the concept of Ummah is-not complete.
This is not a Pakistani Ummah or Ameri-
can Ummah. Ummah is universal and the
message is universal and we must prove
it that our leadership is the same. We re-
apect each other. But the condition in dif-
ferent parts of the world are different and
therefore, we must address the people ac-
cording to their language and according
to the conditions they are facing. We can
adopt different strategies, but essentially
this must be understood that we are one
global movement and the people should not
be defensive on this thing. We must say
openly that we are one Ummah but we
belong to different organizations. But these
organizations are necessary for the spread
of this universal Da'wah.

Q: By any chance does Jama'ot dictate
any organization out of Pakistan?

A: Actually Jama’ate Islami does not dic-

tate its own members inside Pakistan. Our
way is through consultation: amrohum
shura bainahum. Dictating is not our way
of organization. We do consultation with
all the Islamic movements and organiza-
tions around the world.

Q: You meet leaders of different Isiamic
mouvements and they visit you also. How is
the cooperation among Islamic movements
for Islamic work on international scene?

A: On the international scene we meet

and consult with each other. We discuss
what is the condition of Islamic movement
in different parts of the world. But we do
not have any single international organi-
zation and this is not possible at interna-
tional stage. A single leadership or single
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Ameer and one strategy for the whole of
the world is not possible at this moment.
One Ameer and one leadership cannot
understand the different environment or
the condition people are working and
therefore there must be some type of free-
dom for every location and for every orga-
nization. But they must know that we are
one Ummah nnd this is one movement and
in this way we are associated with
Akhwanul Muslimoon organization and
with our brothers in different paris of the
world, in Malaysia, in Bangladesh, in Al-
geria, in Tunisia, as well as in Turkey, in
Europe, in America. But, inspite of having
different organizations, we do consult with
each other and our message and strategy
is that we present Islam the religion of hu-
manity, religion of mankind and the reki-
gion of peace. And we say and advice our
Muslim brothers all over world to prove it
with their example and through their
model that they are at the service of man-
kind and they believe in dialogue and they
believe in justice and do not, believe in ter-
rorism and violence.

Q: You have been very close to Afghan

Jihad movement. You have close contocts
with the current Afghan leadership of
Taliban. How do you see the future of Af-
ghanistan, and the future of Islon in Af-
ghanistan?

A: Actually, Afghanistan is in trouble. It

ig in turmoil. It is boiling. It has not borne
the fruit of the Jihad. Russians had been
thrown out but Afghanistan is in ruins and
therefore to bring real peace to Afghani-
stan. Taliban must open their hearts to
Mujahideen leaders. Mujahideen leaders
must enter into dialogue with Taliban.
They must respect each other and find
some way out of this turmoil. They are in-
side Afghanistan and therefore { had ad-
vised Taliban to accept Mujahideen as
their brothers and consult with them, I
advised the Mujahideen to accept Taliban
to enter into some type of cooperation with
each other. Otherwise, the secular forces
will keep them in turmoil. They want to
keep Afghanistan disturbed until they are
wealened and become slaves of the world
power and Afghanistan is made secular.
The secular leadership is being prepared
and they have a plan to impose this lead-
erahip on Afghanistan. The West has given
a bad name to the Mujahideen and now to
Taliban. They are working against both of
them. Therefore they must form unity be-
tween their own. They must be aware of
the coming threat.

Q: The sitnation in Kashmir is at a boil-

ing point. What is your comment on the
Wasihington declaration of President
Clinton and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif?
What is the future of Jihad and Mujahideen
of Kashmir after the report of disengage-
ment between India and Pakistan?

A: 1have very carefully read this joint

communiqué and I am sorry to say that I
could not find a single word of consolation
for the Kashmiris or for the Pakistanis, or
for the cause in the communiqué. This is
the communiqué which is according to the
wishes of India. India and the American
President got the signature of Nawaz
Sharif on a communiqué which is totally
rellecting the India’s stand on the Kash-
mir problem. The Kashmir issue is not
addressed at all. The communigué is re-
stricted to the Kargil and the Line of Can-
trol. The actual problem of Kashmir is that
India refuses to accept that this is a dis-
puted territory and it should be resolved
nccording to the wishes of the people of
Kashmir, This is the core of the problem.
India must accept that. Unless this is ac-
cepted and declared there can be no use-
ful dialogue. It cannot be solved unless In-
dia accepts the existence of the Kashmir
dispute.

Q:How can the Muslims in America sup-

port Knshmir cause? How ean they help and
assist themn?

A: Actually they should launch a cam-

paign similar to what they did for Kosova. |
I did not see that they raised Kashmir is-
sue the same way they did others. Also,
there must be organized relief work, me- |
dia contact, ete. They must write to their |
Congressmen and Senators; send tele- |
gram and organize demonstrations to put |
pressure on the American Administration.

Q: We are proud that the Muslims arel.2

billion from Indonesia to Morecco and from |
Australia to North America. On the other
hand, the Unmah is in turimoil. They are
downgraded. They are being suppressed. It
looks like they have no honor and dignity.
What do vou think and how Muslim could
rise again?

A: Alhamdullillah, Islamic movement

has got a very popular program for it and
the Prophet Muhammed (s) has said that |
my Ummah will be revived and it will be |
reformed by the same process on which this !
was evolved by the Prophet Muhammed
(s). ..The Islamic movements through out !
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ihe world'under the guidance of Maulana
gved Abul A'ln-Maudeodi () and Shaheed
Hasan al-Banna (r) and many other promi-
pent Muslim leaders and scholars and
Muiahideen have adopted the same atti-
cude and the same process which was
evolved by the Prophet of Allah:.. Call the
people towards Allah and to train and pu-
yify thens, organize them into Jama'ah and
work for the service of mankind. In this
process we will create an Islamic society,
an Islamic government and an Islamic
state. Islamic organizations ave in every
part ofthe world working towaxrds that goal
in their parts of the world. When they will
pe successful it will be for the service of
humanity and for world peace . The Mus-
lims must strengthen their righteousness.
They are on the Hag, and therefaore, this
Hagq is their real strength. If the Muslims
pecome practicing Muslims, then Islam
will epread very fast. Islamic movements
are working towards this.goal and,-insha
Allah, they will help the Islamic Ummah.

Q: Jama'nie Islami Pakisian has been ac-
tive since the creation of Pakistan in 1947
for the establishment of Islam and for the
supremacy of Islam in Pakistan. But it
seems Jama'at is not close in achieving its
goal yet. Is there any thing wrong in
Jama'at’s strategy?

A: Jama'ate Islami has its imprint on
every aspects of the life of Pakistani soci-
ety. This is a very effective movement and
Islam is recognized as state ideology. this
is a big success. It is recognized that the
sovereignty belongs to Allah nnd under its
constitution we have got an Islamic con-
stitution and there are quite sufficient pro-
vigions in our constitution for the estab-
lishment of a just society and Islamie pol-
ity. Therefore, Jama'nt Islami is success-
ful in its goals and gained a Iot and it has
done a lot and also today after the failure
of PPP and Nawaz League people are look-
ing towards Jama'ate Islami for future
leadership. From 1993 onward it did not
take part in any election, We have started
a procese to educate the masses and are
launching a strong campaign to assure fair
and just elections in future. In that atmo-
sphere, there is every possibility that
Jama'ate Islami secure a viable majority,
Insha Allah.

Q: It any way you can forecast or predict

when Pakistan will become an Islamic
State or Islamic government?

A.‘. I can see a posaibility that in few years
an [slamic government can be established

in Pakistan and in near future there are
obstacle and there are hindrances and
there are challenges but there also a pos-
sibility that we will surmount that ob-
stacles and challenges Insha Allah in the
near future,

Q.‘. Last but not least. Do you have any

message te our readers and workers of
ICNA?Z

A: If we are sincere in our purpose and

in our basic objectives that all our efforts
are to seek the pleasure of our Creator and
if we want the success here and hereafter
then I demand from all the workers of Ts-
lamic Da'walh that they should have very
close connection with their Allah through
Tbadaat, Dhikr, Salah, Nawafil and Soum
and through the service of humanity. I ask
the brothers of ICNA to be sincere and to
be one ‘bunyanum marsoos’, and love each
other. Their relationships should not only
be mechanical and organizational but of
love, intense love for Allah and His
Prophet, and love of humanity and love for
Islam.

Thank you Qazi Saheb for sparing your
valiable time. I apprectate very much on be-
half of Islamic circle of North America and
on behalf of The Message International. =
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