PROGRAM

— Monday, December 26, 2016 —
10 - 11:15 AM Just Trust Him, He Has Plans Youth

Young Professionals Marginalized Muslims

There has been a sense of hopelessness since the November elections, but we are not alone.
The Quran mentions the stories of the previous prophets and messengers to ease our hearts

E The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “The believer is kind and gracious, for there is no and give us guidance for handling tough situations like the ones they passed through. But

goodness in one who is neither kind nor gracious.” Among Muslims, there is a a group that we must trust in Allah’s plan. This session will teach us how to trust in Allah’s plan.

is unfortunately often ostracized. This group includes women, people of color, and converts.
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1:30 - 2:30 PM

o . Born & Raised in the USA: The Need for American Muslim Imams and Scholars Young Professionals
Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the

nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,

immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be. Imams and scholars who grew up here in the United States are often better able to connect Youth
with the larger society. This session addresses how to overcome the lack of American
Muslim scholars and imams and how to work toward building initiatives to address this
need.

11:30 AM - 12:45 PM
Sharia and Law of the Land Parallel A

Young Professionals America and Religious Pluralism: Muslim Perspectives

Islam respects the law of the land and the local cultures and traditions, but are there
restrictions? Are all man-made laws violating shariah law? What should Muslims do when the

“You have your religion, and | have mine” (109:6). Does Islam coexist harmoniously with ) . ;
y 9 ( ) y law of the land and shariah come into conflict?

other religions in America? Unlike other religious groups, Muslims seem to be most
frequently targeted and make the headlines. Islamophobia has become an all too common
concept, one that is engraved in many minds. Is this a result of our own lack of integration
into society?




1:30 - 2:30 PM

Parallel B

Where is Your Place in Your Community? Creating Belonging & Acceptance as an Islamic
Duty (MUHSEN)

Location: Grand Ballroom East — Speakers: Abdul Nasir Jangda, Yasmin Mogahed, Joohi
Tahir, and Baba Ali

Muslims are under the microscope now more than ever. Are we fulfilling and living the
Sunnah? Our goal should be to exemplify civic values including freedom, justice, equality,
diversity and tolerance within our own communities for all our brothers and sisters. Living this
way will lead to the development of socially responsible participants who engage actively
and shine a light on the beauty of Islam. This session sheds light on our responsibilities
toward one another and the benefits of sustaining inclusivity within our communities.

Special guest appearance by Baba Ali to discuss the collaboration between MUHSEN
and www.HalfOurDeen.com to help Muslims with disabilities find their match!

Parallel C

American Muslims in Volunteerism: Islamic Mandate & Citizenship Duty
Location: Grand Ballroom West — Speakers: Abdool Rahman Khan and Mazen Mokhtar

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: (sl eg=asl all J] sl cl) “The dearest to Allah
is the one who is most beneficial to people.” (Tabarani) Volunteerism is of the most
fundamental acts of citizenship in our society and it is a special expression of one’s faith.
The meaning of volunteerism in Islam is the offer of time, energy, efforts, skills, talent and
knowledge of your own will for the sake of gaining God's pleasure.

Dawah Workshop

Dawah Projects for Muslim Families
Location: S105bc — Speakers: Karen Danielson and Sabeel Ahmed

This session will offer tips to involving the youth and the whole family to embark on practical
dawah projects. We will explore the benefits of involving the youth and parents in common
dawah projects and encouraging youth in realizing their role in combating Islamophobia.

Education Workshop

Family Workshop

Latinos Workshop

~

€SP

Handling Students’ Psychological Challenges (In Islamic and Public Schools)
Location: S105a — Speaker: Duaa Haggag

In encouraging students to speak out against negative experiences in school, such as
bullying and racism, teachers should also be proactive in their involvement to help the
student overcome the situations they may face.

Growing and Developing with the Family: Establishing a Family Development Plan
Location: S104 — Speakers: Sameera Ahmed and Nadeem Siddiqi

Whether we want to strengthen our worship, personal relationships, or career prospects,
change doesn't just happen. It requires focus, time, and evaluation. We also want to make
sure our whole family develops and grows. Using a framework developed by the Quran,
and integrating psychological and business techniques, the session will help you grow and
develop with the family.

Mi Pais, Mi Religién, Mi Realidad/My Country, My Deen, My Reality
Location: S105d — Speaker: Abu Sumayyah Lebron

Los Latinos han sido siempre una parte muy importante de este pais. En esta sesién se
hablara de la realidad de no solo ser Musulmano pero de ser un Musulmano que a la vez

es Americano y Latino. Latinos have always formed an integral part of this country. In this
session we will discuss the realities of being not only a Muslim but an American Latino
Muslim in today's world. The struggles that are faced on a daily basis to balance who we are
with our new found faith and the challenges that are predicted to come with the new phase
America has entered.
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Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: $102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.

— 2:30 - 3 PM Break (+ Asr Prayer for locals) —

Location: Main Hall B— Speaker: Omar Suleiman

Youth

Muslim Immigration Challenges in the Trump Era
Location: S103 — Speakers: Khalilah Sabra and Sehla Ashai

The day after Donald Trump won the White House, the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) tweeted if the president-elect attempts “to implement his unconstitutional campaign
promises, we'll see him in court.”

But when it comes to the immigrant registration programs that would target Muslims
entering the United States, three constitutional lawyers say the ACLU won't have much of
a shot before a judge. Which narrative of the two is correct? Should immigrants among the
Muslim community be able to challenge these new laws in court?

Parallel A

Muslims and the Latino Communities: Navigating Through Tough Times
Location: Grand Ballroom East — Speakers: Altaf Husain and Omar Hernandez

Both Muslim and Latino communities were primary targets in Trump's presidential campaign
talks. With threats of a ban on entering the US, deportation, subjection to profiling, and
establishing an identification registry, hate incidents against both communities skyrocketed.
How should we react together toward a proactive role? A leader from both communities
presents guidelines for navigating these tumultuous times.

Parallel B
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Parallel C

Dawah Workshop

Education Workshop

Family Workshop

Latinos Workshop

Muslim Legal Fund

— 3:45 - 4 PM Break —

American Muslims and the Pursuit of Authenticity & Credibility in Society
Location: Grand Ballroom West — Speakers: Karen Danielson and Mohamed Abutaleb

This session highlights the tenants of interfaith engagement as a direction for giving
authenticity to Islam and Muslims. It emphasizes achieving credibility in the society through
practicing leadership and role modeling.

Can Science Prove Islam’s Validity?
Location: S105bc — Speaker: Jamal Badawi

There is a trend amongst certain Islamic leaders to discard the ‘Quran and Science’ argument
during dawah discussion. This workshop will discuss the pros and cons of using science to
validate the authenticity of Quran and Islam.

Location: Main Hall B— Speaker: Nouman Ali Khan

Young Professionals

Youth

Theories of Teaching Arabic as a Second Language
Location: S105a — Speaker: Hamed Ghazali

The session will examine how the theories of teaching a second language will impact the
methods of teaching Arabic as a second language. No doubt, learning these theories will
impact how you teach Arabic whether in full-time school or weekend school. These theories
include behavioral theories and cognitive theories.

Tarbiya Tools: Methods with Mindful Parenting
Location: S104 — Speakers: Duaa Haggag and Mohamed Rida Beshir

How do we establish a mindful, deep relationship with our children? From both a
psychological and spiritual perspective, this session will offer tools and ideas to better
connect with your child so they can better manage their emotions, learn appropriate
behavior, and master new skills.
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Parallel A

Starting from Scratch: Challenges of Establishing a Latino Muslim Community
Location: S105d - Speakers: Abu Sumayyah Lebron

Being the first generation of Muslims is always a beautiful and difficult challenge. In this
session we will discuss the different personal and community struggles that are faced on an
individual basis when making the choice to accept Islam. This may involve raising children
differently, finding a spouse, or finding a welcoming masjid. In this segment we will also
cover the ways we can support this growing community.

Mental Health Stigma & the Muslim Community
Location: Grand Ballroom East — Speakers: Sameera Ahmed and Duaa Haggag

Although mental health treatment has improved significantly over the last decades, many
people still choose not to seek treatment or quit prematurely, and relapse. While a number
of factors contribute to these disparities, stigma against mental illness is among the most
significant. Stigma creates injustices, contributes to declining health outcomes, and results in
devastating consequences for the person and the family. We will talk openly about the reality
of the mental health issue in the Muslim community and the stigma notion associated with it.
Our goal is to increase mental health competence and broaden our horizons on insight and
knowledge of these topics.

Parallel B

Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: $102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.
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Responding to the Top 7 Allegations Against Islam and Muslims
Location: S105bc — Speakers: Sabeel Ahmed

The top 7 allegations against Islam and Muslims will be presented and dispelled, myth by
myth. The session will empower the attendees with talking points and make them confident
in their dawah interactions.

Dawah Workshop
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Education Workshop

Family Workshop

Latinos Workshop

Muslim Legal Fund

7:45 - 8:20 PM

Quranic Tarbiya Models
Location: S105a — Speakers: Hamed Ghazali

In this session the speaker will present tarbiya models from the Quran that will enhance the
theme of the convention and our vision for our children in the United States. The model of
Prophet Yusuf for example, lays the foundation for building a contributing citizen who loves
to contribute positively to the society and to serve everyone regardless of their religion or
race. It is an outstanding leadership model for our children and for young Muslims. Itis a
model for parents as well.

Children and Teen Power Struggles: Rules and Boundaries
Location: S104 — Speakers: Lobna Mulla

Sometimes we confuse loving our children with not setting boundaries, and then find ourselves
overwhelmed with conflict as a result. This session will go over ways in which parents can
create a loving environment at home with effective rules and boundaries in place.

Americano, Musulmano, Latino y los Retos que Tendremos por Delante. American,
Muslim and Latino and Challenges that Lay Ahead

Location: S105d — Speakers: Abu Sumayyah Lebron and Omar Hernandez

Latino converts to Islam have been part of the US religious landscape since the 1930s.
Islam gave them the moral structure they were looking for, but Muslim communities and
institutions didn’t provide the support they needed. Furthermore, the current political
environment is even more challenging for Latinos.

Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: S102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.

— 4:45 - 7 PM Dinner Break and Kids Pick-Up —

— Discussion and Brainstorming Forum Groups (see page 39) —

Location: Main Hall B— Speakers: Convention Chairman and Organization Representatives

Location: Main Hall B — Speaker: Omar Suleiman
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Location: Main Hall B— Speaker: Dalia Mogahed

8:20 - 8:40 PM

Location: Main Hall B — Speaker: Guest of Honor from the Republic of Turkey:

Sumeyye Erdogan Bayraktar

Vice Chair of KADEM (Women and Democracy Association)

8:40 -9 PM

— 9 - 9:20 PM Break and Kids Pick-Up —

Location: Main Hall B— Speaker: Abdul Nasir Jangda

Location: Main Hall B — Speaker: Yasmin Mogahed

Location: Main Hall B— Speaker: Nouman Ali Khan

Talent Show
Location: Main Hall B

Join us as we showcase up and coming talent in the American Muslim community. This first
ever event at MAS-ICNA is aimed at inspiring people to share their talents and use them in
ways that can positively benefit the world around us.

— 11:45 PM Qiyam Prayers Grand Ballroom Foyer —

9:20 - 9:55 PM

9:55 - 10:25 PM

10:25 - 11 PM

11 - 11:30 PM

Chicago lllinois 2016 15



— Tuesday, December 27, 2016 —

10-11:15 AM

Young Professionals Trumping Our Emotions

Youth At times our passion for certain causes can blind us and lead us to make hasty decisions.
E We are passionate about justice and unity, but when the face of injustice and bigotry takes

office, we have the potential to get angry. But even in our most enraged internal states, we
cannot use our emotions as an excuse for poor decision-making. Instead, we will take this
time to reassess our feelings and take charge of our situations.

Parallel A Activism, Not “Victimism”

The victim mentality makes one bitter, angry, depressed, and unable to do anything
productive. But Allah teaches to be both active and proactive. Therefore, shift your mentality
from that of victim to survivor. What are some to be productive ways Muslims can use to
overcome the challenges and makes the change?

Parallel B
arare Moving the American Muslim Community Up the Prioritization Ladder

The shocking and unexpected results of the 2016 presidential elections made it mandatory
for the American Muslim community to reconsider its direction, envision its future, prioritize
its objectives, and adopt long-term initiatives. This session sheds light on the essential
components of the thought process our community must follow moving forward.

Parallel C Community Investment: Developing Youth Resources

According to a survey conducted by the Pew Research Center, the Muslim American
population is much younger, on average, than the non-Muslim population. The survey finds
that 59% of adult Muslims are between the ages of 18 and 39, compared with 40% of adults
in the general public. This should add to the wealth of the American Muslim community and
its potential for flourishing and development, but do the youth have a real chance to grow
within the Muslim community?

Muslim World
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Handling the Media Activism Workshop

When dealing with the media, this session will prepare you to handle tough situations while
explaining the issue carefully and patiently. It will also include tips on capturing the essence
of what information to relay to the media.

Interfaith 101 - Getting the Message Right Dawah Workshop

This session will address Christianity, Judaism and the common good, what has to be said
in interfaith dialogue, and how to build collaboration through avenues of interfaith, such as
open mosque days.

Education Worksh
Models of Teaching ucation Workshop

In this session, the speaker will go over different categories of teaching models such as the
direct and indirect teaching models. This session will cover some of these models and will
explain the circumstances under which each model is preferred. At the end of the session the
audience will be given a scenario to choose a teaching model for it.

Parenting: Helping Children Challenge and Rise Above Anti-Islamic Bigotry RIS e

With the election of Donald Trump as president and the ensuing rise of hate on the streets and
in school, young people and adults are left unequipped for the challenges ahead. This has cre-
ated confusion, fear, and anxiety for ourselves and our children. What can we as parents do to
help nurture our children?

Latinos Workshop
Latinos Como Parte de la Comunidad Musulmana Americana/Bridging the Gap: Latinos as
Part of the American Muslim Community e’gi)

Esta sesion se enfocara en interactuar con la comunidad para compartir nuestras luchas

y encontrar soluciones relacionadas con nuestra cultura y nuestra fe. This is an interactive
workshop where we welcome the community to share their struggles and resolutions as they
bridge the gap between cultures and faiths.

Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America sl begal Fund

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.




11:30 AM - 12:45 PM

Location: Main Hall B — Speaker: Jamal Badawi, Jonathan Brown, and Mohamed Abu-
taleb

American Muslims Serving the Ailing Muslim Ummah
Location: S102bc - Speakers: Nakibur Rahman and Akram Elzend

Muslim Americans are part of the global Muslim ummah. The widely-spread Muslim ummah
is facing similar internal problems because of the corrupt governance systems in many ailing
parts of the ummah. There are many working groups and organizations among the American
Muslim community serving different local parts of the Muslim ummah. How can American
Muslims coordinate their efforts in serving their ummah to make their efforts more effective
and their actions more impacting?

Young Professionals

Youth

Like a Good Neighbor, Muslims are There
Location: S406 Vista Room — Speakers: Dalia Mogahed and Linda Sarsour

"The best of people are those that bring most benefit to the rest of mankind.” [Daraqutni,
Hasan] As American Muslims, we have our own problems. We are dealing with crises in
almost every Islamic land - Syria, Palestine, Myanmar, Kashmir, Afghanistan, Yemen, Pakistan,
and the list goes on. Is it our duty to fight for causes such as #BlackLivesMatter or should we
only work on justice in “Muslim causes?”

Safeguard Muslim Community Against Extremism
Location: S102a - Speaker: Oussama Jammal
As Muslim communities, we recognize that extremist narratives are contrary to the teachings

of Islam as taught by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) “lawg del (Stlse eliss”.
To safeguard our community and especially our youth from extremism we will discuss
countering extremist ideologies, building partnerships, and building cohesive communities.

Parallel A
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Empowering Youth to Tackle Islamophobia
Location: S105bc - Speakers: Br. Eddie and Hamza Tzortzis

This workshop will empower youth with tips on combating Islamophobia in schools;
answering questions about dawah from the youth; instilling confidence about Islam in the
young ones.

Parallel B

The Medina Model: Coexistence, Rights, and Citizenship Duties
Location: Grand Ballroom East — Speakers: Siraj Wahhaj, Jasser Auda and Suleiman Hani

One of earliest applications of tolerance and coexistence occurred in Medina upon the
arrival of the Prophet (peace be upon him) with the establishment of a covenant between
Muslims and citizens of other religions in Medina. Differences in beliefs, socioeconomic
status, race, and religion were never barriers against peaceful coexistence and positive
collaboration. Accepting differences and respecting personal preferences does not diminish
one’s beliefs and convictions.

Alternative Education Methods: Montessori and Online Education
Location: S105a - Speaker: Habeeb Quadri

The Montessori system offers a hands-on approach to education that is designed to produce
independent and responsible children. The first lecture will give background information
about the Montessori school system and will contrast it with the public school system
identifying the main difference between the two systems. The online-school system offers

a good alternative to parents who are not putting their children in the Islamic school and

do not want to put them in public school. The second lecture will explore the online-school
system showing its advantages and disadvantages and how it works.

Parallel C

Islam, Justice, and Human Rights
Location: Grand Ballroom West - Speakers: Suhaib Webb, Khalilah Sabra, and Nihad Awad
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[O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, witnesses for Allah,

even if it be against yourselves or parents and relatives. Whether one is rich or poor, Allah

is more worthy of both. So follow not [personal] inclination, lest you not be just. And if you

distort [your testimony] or refuse [to give it], then indeed Allah is ever, with what you do,

Acquainted.] [4:135] What is the basic understanding of justice in Islam? Are we, as Muslims,

practicing the true meaning of justice in Islam? How does Islam look at and deal with the

issue of human rights?

Love Language: Getting to Know Your Unique Child
Location: S104 — Speakers: Duaa Haggag

Every child has a unique way of connecting and understanding love from others. How do
we best speak our child’s language of love so they deeply feel connected, appreciated, and
understood? Using Drs. Gary Chapman and Ross Campbell’s enlightening book, “The Five
Love Languages of Children” and our prophetic tradition, this session will help attendees
become ‘'multilingual’ to uniquely connect with each of their children.

No Quiero Regresar Hacia Atras! Entendiento los Dias de Ignorancia
I Don't Want to go Back! Understanding the Days of Ignorance

Location: S105d — Speakers: Abu Sumayyah Lebron and Omar Hernandez

“And He found you lost and guided you"” (97:7) Todos hemos leido de los dias de Jahiliyah/
Ignorancia pero para muchos esos dias son parte de su historia. Hacer cambios puede ser
dificil y elegir no regresar hacia atras puede ser una lucha constante. We have all read about
the days of Jahiliyah but for many, those days are part of their history. Making a change is
hard and choosing not to go back can be a continuous and overwhelming struggle.
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11:30 AM - 12:45 PM

Muslim Legal Fund

Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: $102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.

— 12:45 - 1:30 PM, Break & Dhuhr Prayer (+ Asr Prayer for travelers) —

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Location: Main Hall B — Speakers: Altaf Husain, Saad Tasleem, and Suzy Ismail

Young Professionals
Youth

What is Love?
Location: S406 Vista Room — Speakers: Yasmin Mogahed and Lobna Mulla

Allah says, “And of his signs is that he created for you from yourselves mates that you may
find tranquility in them,” (30:21). A stolen glance here, a text there, a couple laughs. That's
pretty much what society has illustrated love as. Year after year at these conventions we find
ourselves talking about what love is and how the prophet used to love his wives. But how
about the constant media we're surrounded by that gives a very different description?

Parallel A
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Location: S103 — Speakers: Mohammed Moussa and Abdelgawad Konsouh
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Parallel B

What are the Islamic Rules of Collaboration?
Location: Grand Ballroom East — Speakers: Jonathan Brown and Jasser Auda

How do we collaborate with individuals and organizations with whom we might have clear
differences in beliefs and practices? If Muslims are always asked to encourage what is good
and eradicate what is bad, then how do we follow this creed in times of differences with our
collaborators?

Parallel C

American Muslims and the Challenge of Media Production
Location: Grand Ballroom West — Speakers: Muhammad Bayazid and Hesham Izzedin

The Muslim community lacks a strategy for presenting our narrative, defending our backs,
and integrating our efforts within the fabric of the society. Media production is one of the
beneficial tools towards that end. Substantial efforts and resources need to be directed in
support of founding and developing professional Muslim institutions and personnel. This

session will discuss the need, the necessity, and the way ahead.
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Muslim World

s 9

The Mosque and LGBT
Location: S102a - Speaker: Leo Yu

Does the law require mosques and other religious institutions to accommodate homosexual
and transgender individuals? How can mosque leaders and imams address transgender

bathroom usage issues? Learn what the law says and how it impacts your mosque operations.

Activism Workshop

Top 50 Dawah Activities for Muslims
Location: S105bc - Speakers: Sabeel Ahmed and Hamza Tzortzis

This workshop provides a comprehensive list of dawah projects for Muslims of various
backgrounds. Participants will be able to obtain instructions and embark on one or many of
the above projects.

Dawah Workshop

A Spectrum of Interfaith

Location: S101 — Speakers: Hartford Seminary, Gift of Hope, Jewish Voice for Peace,
Parliament of World Religions, and more

A panel and interactive breakout session with interfaith guests. Session extended to 3:30pm.

Interfaith Symposium

Teaching and Learning Juzaa Amma: A New Graphical Approach
Location: S105a - Speaker: Hamed Ghazali

The speaker will explore a new method of understanding Juzaa Amma and teaching it. He
will utilize graphics and visual summaries to present each surah. This new approach links the
different parts of each surah to the name of the surah and shows the strong relationships
among the different parts.

Education Workshop

Supporting Children and Youth in Navigating the Realities of Islamophobia
Location: S104 — Speakers: Zahra Billoo and Linda Sarsour

Over 50% of Muslim children reported experiencing bullying before the elections. Since
then, the stories of children being harassed and targeted at school and stressing out about
registries and deportations have only increased.

Family Workshop

Buscando la Guia: Mi Camino hacia el Islam/Seeking Guidance: My Journey to Islam
Location: S105d — Speaker: Omar Hernandez

Esta sesion inspirard a todo Musulman, ven y escucha a esta bella historia de toda una
familia que vino al Islam. This is a session to inspire every Muslim, listen to the beautiful
journey of a family who came to Islam.

Latinos Workshop

~

esp

Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: $102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.

Muslim Legal Fund

— 2:30 - 3 PM Break (+ Asr Prayer for locals) —
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3:00 PM - 3:45 PM

Young Professionals

Youth

Location: Main Hall B— Speakers: Omar Suleiman and Yaqeen Institute

Parallel A
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Location: S103 — Speaker: Abdelfattah Mourou
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Parallel C

Muslim World

Activism Workshop

Protecting Your Civil Rights in the Trump Era
Location: Grand Ballroom West — Speakers: Hina Shamsi and Khalil Meek

The plans Trump openly talked about during his presidential campaign and the history of the
advisors he has nominated have sent early precursors of erosion of civil rights and liberties
against minorities, especially Muslims and Latinos. This session emphasizes civil rights, how
to protect them, and what to do when facing discrimination and profiling.
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Location: S102bc — Speaker: Abdulmoneim Tabuni
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Building Coalitions & Forming Alliances
Location: S102a - Speaker: Oussama Jammal

Forming alliances and building coalitions can be an effective way of improving Muslim'’s
chances of success in influencing public policy and achieving their objectives. There are
considerable benefits from forming coalitions and these benefits go beyond increased power
in relation to the target of the initiative. Coalition building may also strengthen the members
internally, enabling them to be more effective in other arenas. A coalition can fight on more
fronts than a single organization working alone, though there is little doubt that fighting
more than one battle at a time is more difficult than sticking to just one issue.
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Responding to Out-of-Context Passages from the Quran
Location: S105bc - Speaker: Abdool Rahman Khan

Is it true that the Quran says to “kill them all wherever you see them?” A text with no
context is a pretext, and this session will help clarify the appropriate context and historical
background behind beautiful verses of the Quran that are smeared by controversy.

Creating Safe Spaces: Schools, Islamic Centers, and Events
Location: S105a - Speaker: Kristine Cruz

Learn about risk factors regarding the protection of children and minors that your mosque,
Islamic school or organization needs to know. See why vetting volunteers and employees
who work with children is essential and how other risks could negatively impact your
operations if you do not take the proper precautions.

Preventing Burnout and Exhaustion: Self-Care for Muslim Parents
Location: S104 - Speaker: Nadeem Siddiqi

Parents: feeling burned out? Exhausted? Is it difficult to handle the massive responsibility
of being a parent and raising faithful Muslim children? Attendees will learn not only the
importance of self-care, but also how to recognize signs of burnout as well as-specific tips
and skills on how to care for themselves and their families.

Taking the Latino Muslims to the Next Level
Location: $105d - Speakers: Abu Sumayyah Lebron and Omar Hernandez

Open Discussion: “And you see the people entering into the religion of Allah in multitudes”
110:2 Latinos are the largest group of people coming into the fold of Islam. During this
session we will discuss the work that is being done by organizations like Islam in Spanish at
both a local and an international level.

Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: $102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.

4 PM - 4:45 PM

Dawah Workshop

Education Workshop

Family Workshop

Latinos Workshop

Muslim Legal Fund

— 3:45 - 4 PM Break —

Location: Main Hall B— Speakers: Gift of Hope, CIOGC, Hartford Seminary, Parlia-
ment of World Religions, Jewish Voice for Peace, and Karen Danielson
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4 PM - 4:45 PM

Young Professionals

Youth

Parallel A

Navigating Atheism
Location: S406 Vista Room — Speakers: Mohamed Abutaleb and Hamza Tzortzis

"Can there be doubt about Allah , Creator of the heavens and earth?” 14:10. One of the
key factors of Muslim psychology today, this rapidly growing thought-process has made

its way into the way many Americans live their lives; be they Muslim or not. This leads our
community and us as individuals to have doubts in our Master and our identity as Muslim-
Americans. How should we perceive the idea of no God, free will, or evolution? What do we
do with our doubts?

Open Mic - Ask your Dawah Questions
Location: S105bc — Speakers: Sabeel Ahmed, Abdool Rahman Khan and Br. Eddie

Panelist of Daees are responding to questions from the audience. This session is for you

to find the answers you were looking for. Come with your questions and learn from other
experiences and answers. Only Dawah related questions, no fighi questions. Questions may
include: Methodology of Dawah challenges in giving Dawah, common or touch questions
asked about Islam, allegation about Islam by Islamophobes.

Modern Family
Location: Grand Ballroom West — Speaker: Yasmin Mogahed

Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) said, “The best of you are the best to their families, and | am the best to my family.”
When it comes to being an American Muslim we don’t understand where we belong. We
don’t seem to understand how to deal with our parents who may have migrated to this
country a few decades ago. Sometimes it feels like our families don‘t understand us. How do
we maintain an American identity while trying to balance our parent’s cultural norms?

Islamic Education: Teaching in Full Time & Weekend Schools
Location: S105a - Speakers: Hamed Ghazali and Habeeb Quadri

This session is for you to find the answers you were looking for. Come with your questions
and learn from other experiences and answers.

Practical Solutions to Common Family Problems
Location: S104 - Speakers: Mohamed Rida Beshir and Suzy Ismail

This session is for you to find the answers you were looking for. Come with your questions
and learn from other experiences and answers..

American Muslims: Owners and Stakeholders, Not Guests
Location: S103 — Speaker: Siraj Wahhaj

Islam is not a foreign religion in the US. Rather, it is deeply rooted in its society since its inception.
Studies and reports show that Muslims landed on the New world even before Columbus. Estimates of
the percentage of Muslim slaves as a total of the whole vary from 15-30%. Muslims essentially shared
in building the States. This contribution of Muslims makes them shareholders in all that concerns

the United States. This session will discuss how we can feel proud of what our Muslim ancestors did
for America as faithful citizens and add more to our legacy. While this session will show the past and
ongoing contributions of Muslims in America, it will also give guidance on how can we continue to be
stakeholders on a personal and national level.

Open Discussion: A Muslim, a Believer or a Good Doer
Location: S105a Speakers: Abu Sumayyah Lebron and Omar Hernandez

Is it enough to just be a good person? Is it enough to just just believe? What does Allah
really expect from us? What does being a Muslim truly mean, Is it is in our hearts, words or
actions? Join us for this interesting topic

Muslim World
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Location: S102bc — Speakers: Abdelfattah Mourou
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Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: $102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.

Activism Workshop

On Campus Activism
Location: S102a — Speaker: Zahra Billoo

This session highlights the importance and benefits of having an active campus. You will
learn how to maintain momentum, especially during high turnover on campus. You will
further learn how to maintain your activism after graduation
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— 4:45 - 7 PM Dinner Break and Kids Pick-Up —

— Discussion and Brainstorming Forum Groups (see page 39) —

Location: Main Hall B— Speaker: Altaf Husain and Anthony Whitmore

Dawah Workshop

Education Workshop

Family Workshop

Latinos Workshop

Muslim Legal Fund
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7:20 - 7:45 PM 9:35 - 9:50 PM

69 Location: Main Hall B — Speaker: Linda Sarsour Location: Main Hall B— Speaker: Saad Tasleem

7:45 - 8:05 PM

ég Location: Main Hall B — Speaker: Jonathan Brown 9:50 - 11 PM
Quran Competition Ceremony

Location: Main Hall B

As the Quran competition comes to a close, join us as we celebrate and award the winners!
Qari Hassan Saleh will be reciting Quran and lbrahim Al-Dardasawi will be performing Islamic

nasheed. You won't want to miss this exciting event!
8:05 - 8:35 PM

6 Location: Main Hall B — Speaker: Siraj Wahhaj
g — 11:45 PM Qiyam Prayers Grand Ballroom Foyer —

8:35 - 9:00 PM
C C & Location: Main Hall B— Speaker: Jawad Abouhatab and Abdelfattah Mourou

— 9 - 9:20 PM Break and Kids Pick-Up —

9:20 - 9:35 PM

ég Location: Main Hall B— Speaker: Ibtihaj Muhammad
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— Wednesday, December 28 —

10-11:15 AM

Thinking Positively, Overcoming Negativity

Young Professionals

Youth

Parallel A

Location: Grand Ballroom East — Speakers: Altaf Husain, Mohammed Faris, and
Mohamed Soltan

“All praise and thanks are exclusively for Allah, the Master of all nations” - (1:2) Rumi said,
“Yesterday | was clever so | wanted to change the world. Today | am wise so | am changing
myself.” We have more power over our situation than we have come to realize. Our attitudes
have the ability to redesign the world around us. We hold the authority of the direction of
our attitudes as our attitudes will direct our actions and our actions will direct our fate.

Building Bridges Through Interfaith Dialogue
Location: S102a — Speakers: Karen Danielson and Jewish Voice for Peace Representative

This session will teach you the do's and don’t do's in Interfaith dialogue. Learn to avoid the
common “faith-wash” pitfall of interfaith dialogue.

Activism Workshop

Being That Weird Kid
Location: Grand Ballroom West — Speakers: Lobna Mulla and Suzy Ismail

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: “Islam began as something strange and
will revert to being strange as it began, so give glad tidings to the strangers.” Living in
America, people look at our religious traditions as strange. We should embrace this and be
okay with others judging us. Allah is the one we are striving to please.

Islamic Investing vs. Conventional Investing: Real or Cosmetic Differences?
Location: S103 — Speakers: Bashar Qasem (Azzad), Mohamad Nasir (Iman Fund),
and Amjad Quadri (Amana Mutual Funds)

Join leaders from the three U.S. companies offering halal mutual funds to learn how
applying particular ethical screens to investing can make it halal, how to identify riba and
find alternatives through halal investing, how halal investing has grown over the past 30
years, and why you don’t have to compromise to invest in a halal way, and how shareholder
advocacy gives us a way to work for justice in uncertain political times.

Media Production (Part 1): The Words - Message and Content
Location: S105a — Speaker: Samah Safi

When it comes to filmmaking, it is all about the content. This intensive session will cover the
development of the concept into screen-write-up with the right message. This is applicable
for any short film, PSA or TV Commercial.

Media Workshop

Making Spaces: Is Your Masjid Inclusive?
Location: S106a — Speakers: Muslema Purmul and Suroor Raheemullah

Following the prophetic model for masjid spaces, the increased involvement of women in
the masjid can be achieved through active engagement with leadership. Research has shown
that mosques that that are inclusive to women have significantly increased participation from
other groups such as youth and converts. Our goals are to promote common prayer spaces,
elevate female scholar voices at the masjid, and ensure women serve on leadership boards.

Muslim Women's Alliance

Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: $102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,

Muslim World
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Spousal Workshop

A Lifelong Plan - Growing and Development of a Stronger Marriage
Location: S104 — Speaker: Nadeem Siddiqi

Growing, strengthening, and developing our marraiges requires intentional focus and effort.
Marriages don't just randomly blossom on their own. We want to make sure we balance
between individual growth and growth as a couple.

Reverts Workshop

Allah: Discovering the Divine
Location: S105d — Speakers: Jamal Badawi and Suhaib Webb

Discovering the Divine means firm belief that everything, good and bad, takes place by the
will of Allah, who does whatever He wills. While He commands His servants to do good acts
and forbids evil, He gives them free will to do whatever they please. He guides whomever
He wills in His mercy and misguides whomever He wills in His absolute wisdom. This session
explores the implications of the main tenets of faith on daily life and how those implications
should help us build trust in Allah’s shariah.
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immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.

Muslim Legal Fund

— 11:15 - 11:30 AM Break —

Location: Main Hall B — Speakers: Turkish Speaker, Osama Abu Irshaid, and Jawad
Abouhatab

11:30 AM - 12:45 PM

The American Dream — Is it Endangered?
Location: Grand Ballroom East — Speakers: Zaid Shakir and Dalia Mogahed

To be rich and famous or poor and homeless? The most successful are those who are content
with whatever Allah blesses them with. What is the American Dream? Do Muslim Americans
have the opportunity to experience a ‘successful’ life in America? Are we at a disadvantage?
Is success based on the accomplishment of a goal, or the contentment of the outcome?

Young Professionals
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11:30 AM - 12:45 PM

Youth

Islamophobia Past, Present, and Future
Location: Grand Ballroom West — Speakers: Nihad Awad and Zahra Billoo

RV B8 35132 &g i @1 136 Sast Ga il @51 & Vs il g5l Usn
"The good response and the evil response are not the same. Defend with what's better.
Then, if the one you're talking to is being hateful, it is as though they may be a close,
intimate friend.” (41:34) We live in a world full of Islamophobic bigots and bullies. Hate crime
rates are soaring, and it feels like everything from the hijab to our beloved Prophet (peace
be upon him) is under attack. What is the prophetic method in dealing with such obstacles?

Media Production (Part 2): The Art - Visual Storytelling
Location: S105a — Speakers: Muhammad Bayazid

Having a good script is a good start. The challenge is turning this script into a final heart-
touching movie. In this session we will discuss the visual techniques and how they affect your
audience: Shot size, camera angles, camera movement, blocking and staging.

Parallel A
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Location: S103 — Speakers: Abdelfattah Mourou, Ahmad Shukri, and Mohammed Moussa
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Mentor On: The Next Generation of Leaders

Location: S106a — Speakers: Hannah El Amin, Tahani Hassan, Amani Al-Khatahtbeh, and
Dilnaz Wairach

This session explores balancing life and work, developing mentors, and fostering
relationships with the youth in the community. It will also emphasize the importance of
exploring diverse careers and will also discuss how women should lift each other.

Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: S102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.

Muslim World
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Location: S102bc — Speakers: Mohammed Ratib Al-Nabulsi
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Activism Workshop

Hate Speech and the First Amendment
Location: S102a — Speakers: Marwa Elbially and Zainab Khan

What's the difference between hate speech and free speech? Does the First Amendment
protect Muslims from Islamophobic comments? Does the freedom of speech mean that
people have the right to offend? Learn what the law says about our freedom of speech,
religion and expression and how it impacts the daily lives of Muslims across America.

Spousal Workshop

Conquering Family Challenges and Conflict Resolution
Location: S104 — Speakers: Suzy Ismail and Mohamed Rida Beshir

Families will inevitably face challenges, and conflicts will arise. These can include common
issues like finances, in-laws, fertility, and children. This session will explore these challenges
and best ways to resolve conflicts when they arise.

Media Workshop

Muslim Women's Alliance

Muslim Legal Fund

— 12:45 - 1:30 PM, Break & Dhuhr Prayer (+ Asr Prayer for travelers) —

Location: Main Hall B — Speaker: Jamal Badawi and Jasser Auda

Reverts Workshop

Success Stories: Real Life Case Studies
Location: S105d — Speakers: Karen Danielson, Hamza Tzortzis, and Br. Eddie

Speakers will share real life success stories. They will share their experiences with maintaining
relationships with their non-Muslim friends and family as well as integrating into the
community despite cultural differences.

09855 pag3ls 36 “Don’t Fear Them, Fear Me.” [2:150]
Location: S406 Vista Room — Speakers: Hamza Tzortzis and Muslema Purmul

This is not the first time Muslims have felt afraid in this country. In fact, many Muslims
have even experienced fear in other countries. The history of our prophet (peace be upon
him) thoroughly guides us in how to deal with our current political situation. As a Muslim
community, we must regroup and assess the appropriate way to react to this situation. It's
time to follow Allah’s advice and seek his aid regarding our fears.
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American Muslims: Leading the Initiative and Changing the Narrative

Location: S103 — Speakers: Mariam Sobh, Mazen Mokhtar, Ahmed Elkhaldy, Duaa Hag-
gag, and MAS Youth

This panel will discuss how American Muslims should define themselves for the sake of
correcting their picture in the public eye and dismantling Islamophobic rhetoric. Daily life
action items in different aspects of life will be suggested.

1:30 - 2:30 PM

Young Professionals

Youth

Parallel A
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1:30 - 2:30 PM

Parallel B

Diversity in Solidarity: Lessons From the Struggle of African Americans and Japanese Americans
Location: Grand Ballroom East — Speakers: Anthony Whitmore and William Yoshino

In his recent interview with Fox news, Carl Higbie, a former Navy SEAL and a spokesman for
the pro-Trump Great America PAC, discussed the plan for creating a registry for immigrants
from Muslim countries and hinted to “Internment” camps which has a precedence with the
American Japanese during the WWII. What is the possibility for that to happen again but for
the American Muslims? If it happens, what are the viable options for American Muslims?

Media Production (Part 3): The Tools - Create and Edit
Location: S105a — Speakers: Muhammad Bayazid

A comprehensive list of tools: How to choose the best camera, rig, lighting, microphone and
computer/software for your upcoming production within a reasonable budget.

Parallel C

Muslim Communities Are Not Immune to Social llls
Location: Grand Ballroom West — Speakers: Lobna Mulla and Mohamed Rida Beshir

By following the divine teachings of Islam we can find protection and safety from the social
ills that surround us. Muslim families are prone to the same vices of the society they live in
such as premarital relations, teen pregnancy, homosexuality, drugs, gang affiliation, and
mental illness. This is a hearty message to parents on how to prevent such ills from befalling
their families and how to deal with them if they happen.

Get Lit: Amplifying the Muslim Women Narrative

Location: S106a — Speakers: Su’ad Abdul Khabeer, Amani Al-Khatahtbeh, and Nevien
Shaabneh

Everywhere in the media, stories are told about what it means to be a Muslim woman today.
It's time to amplify the voices of Muslim women and hear the powerful stories by newly
published American Muslim women authors. Muslim women are breaking barriers and
stereotypes in the literary world as well.

Muslim World
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Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: S102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.

Activism Workshops

Know Your Rights: Navigating Between Security and Civil Rights
Location: S102a — Speakers: Zahra Billoo and Khalil Meek

In this session, you will hear a quick review of your guaranteed constitutional civil rights and civil
liberties as a citizen, resident and visa holder, understand how to care for both national security
and your own personal security, and learn how to deal with law enforcement and the FBI.

— 2:30 - 3 PM Break (+ Asr Prayer for locals) —

3:00 - 3:45 PM

Location: Main Hall B — Speakers: Oussama Jammal and Anthony Whitmore

Spousal Workshop

Keeping the Flame Alive
Location: S104 — Speakers: Sameera Ahmed and Nadeem Siddiqi

Work, children, groceries, laundry, dishes, field trips, and the list goes on. In our busy lives,
we often forget the importance of investing in our marriage. This session will provide advice
and tips for busy people to keep the romantic flame alive in their relationship, as they move
through different stages of marriage.

Reverts Workshops

Marriage: The Islamic Paradigm vs. Sociocultural Constructs
Location: S105d — Speakers: Karen Danielson and Kifah Mustapha

Marriage and constituting a family is the cornerstone of building the society. In this session
the speakers will portray some of challenges faced after accepting Islam.

#CanYouHearUsNow
Location: S406 Vista Room — Speakers: Linda Sarsour and Muslema Purmul

“Oh mankind! Be conscious of your master, who created you from a single person, and he
created from that person its spouse. And he grew out from that many men and women. And
maintain consciousness of Allah, the one whose name you beseech (when you seek your
rights), and be conscious of the wombs (i.e. your mother). Allah is ever watchful over you.”
[4:1] Allah teaches us in this verse that the foundation of society is the womb of the mother,
and that relationship must be respected in its highest form. Yet we have forgotten the
contributions of women to Islam and the world. We are blind to what Muslim women have
been doing and continue to do in America today. Teachers, political activists, Nobel Peace
Prize winners. They are making noise. Can you hear it?
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Media Workshop

Muslim Women'’s Alliance

Muslim Legal Fund

Young Professionals

Youth
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3:00 - 3:45 PM

Parallel A
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Location: S103 — Speakers: Mohammed Qatanani and Abdelgawad Konsouh
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Parallel B

American Muslims Archiving Their Historical Narratives
Location: Grand Ballroom East — Speakers: Altaf Husain and Riad Ali

Have you been told to “go back to your country.” “Go back to Islamia.” The fact of the
matter is Muslims have called America home before the inception of the declaration of
independence; in fact, Muslims were brought by the shiploads during the seventeenth
century as slaves against their will. Though Muslims started immigrating to the United States
in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, their real impact and presence was observed in

the second half of the twentieth century. Therefore, It is crucial for the American Muslims to
archive their history and contribution to their country so their generations will feel the depth
of their presence and continue the legacy of their ancestors.

Parallel C

Muslim World

American Muslims and the Mandate of Helping Refugees

Location: Grand Ballroom West — Speakers: Hadia Zarzour, Zaher Sahloul, and Suzanne
Akhras Sahloul

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates there are over
65 million refugees worldwide, 5 million registered Syrian refugees and over 7.5 million
internally displaced persons inside of Syria. In this session we will explore the root cause
of the refugee crisis in Syria, the response of the diaspora community and how we can all
support and welcome refugees to our community using the prophetic model.

Activim Workshop

The State of Islam, Human Rights, and Democracy in Bangladesh
Location: S102bc — Speakers: Nakibur Rahman

In 2016, 3 top leader of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami were executed including the Ameer and
secretary General of the party. It didn’t stop there, the children of the executed leaders were
abducted by the law enforcement agencies and are still missing. Government passed a law
to confiscate the properties of the executed leaders. Meanwhile, extra judicial killing is on
the rise, attack on Islamic values is becoming rampant, harassment of women is increasing
and overall human rights abuse is at a new level. On top of that, there is clear evidence of
rise of extremism in Bangladesh, “Daesh” claimed responsibility for killing 20 foreigners at

a Cafe in Dhaka on July 1st and released subsequent videos threatening further attack. But
Bangladesh government is in denial, attributing those atrocities to the opposition parties.

Countering Islamophobic Rhetoric
Location: $102s — Speakers: Nihad Awad

Islamophobia has become one of the biggest challenges facing American Muslims today. An-
ti-Muslim hate crimes, acts of vandalism and discrimination have reached a record high. What is
Islamophobia? Who is behind it and how do we counter it? And how can we counteract it?
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Clearing Doubts Around Sharia and Ageeda
Location: S105d — Speakers: Jamal Badawi

When doubts about our faith creep into our thoughts, it can be difficult to get rid of those
doubts without proper knowledge. This session will confront common doubts regarding
ageeda and sharia in simple terms. It will also suggest credible sources for expanding knowl-
edge of and correct understanding of sharia and ageeda.

The Lifetime Companion
Location: S104 — Speakers: Mohamed Rida Beshir

Companionship is a lifelong commitment. As we go through life, our circumstances and
situations may change, but our companionship with our spouse should be constantly
nurtured and strengthened as we move forward through life. This session will focus on
methods to revitalize and solidify your relationship with your spouse.

Power Up with Self Defense [Sisters Only]
Location: S106 — Speakers: Zaineb Abdulla

Shaping the Social Media Landscape: Your Voice Matters
Location: S105a — Speakers: Mariam Sobh

Social media provides platforms to share more than personal life events. They are diverse out-
lets that allow once silent voices to be heard. It is a collective and personal responsibility to be
representatives of the community, rather than relying on how many fans or followers we have.

Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: $102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.

— 3:45 - 4 PM Break —

Reverts Workshop

Spousal Workshop

Muslim Women'’s Alliance

Media Workshop

Muslim Legal Fund

4 - 4:45 PM

Location: Main Hall B— Speaker: Mohammad Ratib Al-Nabulsi and Yusuf Islahi
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4 -4:45 PM

Young Professionals

Youth

Blurred Lines: Living Within the Bounds of Faith
Location: S406 Vista Room — Speakers: Zaid Shakir

“These are the limitations set by Allah, so don't cross them; and whoever crosses the
limitations of Allah, then they are the wrongdoers.” [2:229] American society seems

to conflict with our deen in many ways. Everyday occurrences that were once seen as
blasphemous and taboo have become socially acceptable. These occurrences include
gender interactions, making an interest-free living, or supporting people’s choice of sexual
expression. Sometimes the lines of our boundaries become blurred. Is it okay to just fit in
and “go with the flow” since Allah is the most forgiving and merciful? This session will clarify
those boundaries and limitations.

Q&A Session: Love Your Spouse Challenge
Location: S104 — Speakers: Suzy Ismail and Kifah Mustapha

This session will help you find the answers you've been looking for. Come with your
questions and learn from other experiences and answers.

Parallel A

Empowering the Muslim Family Against the Coming Wave
Location: S103 — Speakers: Duaa Haggag and Hamed Ghazali

What are the expected challenges the Muslim family faces in the Trump era with its
Islamophobic rhetoric? How will these challenges impact our children psychologically

and academically? This sessions offers Muslim families and community institutions tips

on overcoming these challenges with emphasis on solidifying and strengthening parents-
children relationship, having more active community youth programs, and working toward
community collaborations with other local groups in services projects.

Family Ties: “Accompany your parents in this world with kindness” 4’25 Lijl g bgilog

Location: S105d — Speakers: Omar Hernandez and Hamza Tzortzis

“Be grateful to me (Allah) and to your parents, to me alone is the final return. And even if
your parents struggle against you in shirk (worshipping other than Allah), then do not obey
them, but accompany them in this world in the most decent manner.” (31:14-15).

Maintaining your relationship with your family is essential. This session will focus on
navigating the tumultuous feelings your parents may have regarding your conversion to
Islam. You will learn how to avoid controversial subjects and how to relieve tense situations.

Parallel B

Contributions of African Americans to the Civil Rights Movement
Location: Grand Ballroom East — Speakers: Khalilah Sabra and Anthony Whitmore

The Civil Rights Movement or 1960s Civil Rights Movement are sometimes referred to

as the "“African-American Civil Rights Movement.” It encompasses social movements in

the United States whose goals were to end racial segregation and discrimination against
African Americans and to secure legal recognition and federal protection of the citizenship
rights enumerated in the Constitution and federal law. This session covers the phases of the
movement and the role the African Americans played in it. What lessons American Muslims
can take from that struggle while shaping their way in defending their civil rights against the
the expected tough time in the Trump era?

What's Next in the New Normal?
Location: S106a — Speakers: Zahra Billoo, Aisha EI Amin and Linda Sarsour

|Il

The ramp up to the presidential elections has created an abnormal “new-normal” in
America. Hear from community leaders and activists who talk about strategies for civic
engagement to continue to build and strengthen the American Muslim community.

Your Narrative Through Your Lens
Location: S105a — Speaker: Mohannad Rachid

This session will focus on proper camera manipulation: the subject, the lighting, the frame
with fore and background. This is an opportunity to explore new modalities of expression
and broaden the creativity.

Parallel C

Post Coup Attempt: Democracy Struggle of Turkey and the Regional Challenges

Location: Grand Ballroom West — Speakers: lInur Cevik, Emine Nur Giinay, Zeynep Jane
Kandur, and Kilic Bugra Kanat

Turkey seems to be on the growth path economically and its political role regionally and
internationally is growing as well but it is facing a lot of challenges internally, regionally and
internationally. The July 15th 2016 failed attempted coup is one of such challenges. What
are the opportunities Turkey has and the challenges it is facing

Private One-on-One Legal Consultation with Muslim Legal Fund of America
Location: $102d — Organization: Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)

Come to MLFA's Free Legal Clinic and get your legal questions answered by some of the
nation’s top attorneys. Have questions about FBI interviews, visas, discrimination, family law,
immigration, civil rights or criminal law? This is where you need to be.

Muslim World

Wiz (o pagitw b ygw
Location: S102bc — Speakers: Jawad Abouhatab, Yahya Abdulrahim, and Mohammed Khairallah
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Activism Workshop

Q&A: Activism Challenges and Panel Discussion
Location: S102a — Speakers: Osama Abu Irshaid and Karen Danielson

This session is for you to find the answers you are looking for. Come with your questions and
learn from other experiences and answers.
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— 4:45 - 6:15 PM Dinner Break and Kids Pick-Up —

— Discussion and Brainstorming Forum Groups (see page 39) —

Location: Main Hall B — Speakers: Mukhtar Hadi Kabuka, Abdool Rahman Khan, Ous-
sama Jammal, Osama Abu Irshaid, Nihad Awad, Khalil Meek, Mir Masum Ali, and W.D.
Mohammed

Location: Main Hall B— Speaker: Zaid Shakir

Spousal Workshop

Reverts Workshop

Muslim Women'’s Alliance

Media Workshop

Muslim Legal Fund

6:15 - 6:45 PM

&g

6:45 - 7:15 PM
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7:15 - 7:35 PM
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7:35-8:10 PM
Islam is Relevant, But are Muslims Relevant?

Islam does not contradict our identity as Americans. Our faith is relevant for all times and
places. Unfortunately there are Muslims without any understanding of Islam who claim to be
speaking on behalf of the faith, which they end up tarnishing it instead.

8:10 - 8:40 PM
Struggling Between Islamic Teachings and American Etiquette

Whether it's a hug from your neighbor or a handshake from your boss, sometimes we find
ourselves struggling between following the Islamic traditions and the American etiquette.
Where is the balance?

e Concluding Remarks and Duaa

Join us in bidding this year's convention farewell, reflecting upon what we learned, thankig
those who made it happen this year, and planning ahead for next year’s 16th Annual MAS-
ICNA convention. Concluding duaa will take place as well.

9:00 - 11:30 PM

Entertainment

DISCUE]
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OBJECTIVES:

Adding more benefits to attending the con-
vention by translating the topics covered in
the lectures into action plans for application
in the local communities all year round.

- Marginalized Muslims: Making Muslim Community More
Inclusive (S105a)

- Building Coalitions and Forming Alliances (5105bc)

How does it work? A . _ _
- Safeguard Muslim Community Against Extremism (S105d)

Format: This is not a lecturing forum where
might expect listening to a speaker but it is a
Discussion & Brainstorming forum where at-
tendees are expected to think, talk and discuss.

Topics: Few topics of importance to the
community, which will be already covered in
the lectures, will be selected for the (Discus-
sion Groups) module.

- American Muslims serving the Ailing Muslim Ummah (S102a)
- Where are the Emerging Leaders? (S105bc)

- On Campus Activism (S105a)

Process: Topics will covered first in the - Empowering Youth to Tackle Islamophobia (S105bc)
lectures then an invitation will be extended
to whoever are interested in joining a Thr
(Discussing Group) to brainstorm on an
action plan for taking the topic into applica-
tion locally.

- Parenting: Helping Children Challenge and Rise Above
Anti-Islamic Bigotry (S105d)

Logistics: Groups will be meeting for 1-hr
SUlg t'he qinacs break. OIS three. e - Promoting Media Production in the Muslim Community
and topics and rooms will be posted in the (S102a)

bogjdetenicagiits - #CanYouHearUsNow Empowering Muslim Women in the

Community (S105bc)

- Making Mosques More Women-Friendly (S105a)

- Empowering the Muslim Family Against the Coming
Outcome: All produced action plans will be Phase (§105bc)

published online for the benefit of all local - Building Bridges through Interfaith Dialogue (S105d)
communities. e

Management: Discussions will be moderated
for maximizing the benefit of the limited time.




