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S T A T E  O F  M A R Y L A N D  

OFFICE O F  TI+& G Q V E R N O R  

P A R R I S  N. G L E N D E N I N G  
GOVERNOR 

July 2-4, 1999 

Dear Friends: 

As Governor, i t  gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you to Maryland for the 
Annual Natioslal Convention of the Islamic Circle of North America. This convention 
promises to be a culturally enriching gathering of Muslim people from around the 
country. 

- 

As 170u gather to strengthen the bonds of the Muslim people, you nurture and 
enhance relationships betvc-een your brothers and sisters throughout North America. 
Through this annual convention you celebrate diversity and the past, present and future of 
the Muslim culture. 

For many decades, your proud traditions, distinctive customs and industriousness 
have made the Muslim community a positive role mode1 for others. I thank this 
community for continuing to instill an understanding and appreciation of your culture 
between current and hture generations of young people. 

On behalf of the citizens of Maryland, I again welcome you to our great State. 
We are honored to host this cultural convention and hope you have the opportunity to 
enjoy our Maryland hospitality and rich history while you are here. You have my very 
best wishes for an exciting and memorable convention and continued success in the years 
ahead. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

S T A T E  H C U S E .  A N N A P O L I S .  M A R Y L A N D  2 1 4 0 1  

T D D  1 4 1 0 1  3 3 3 - 3 0 9 8  (410) 9 7 4 - 3 9 0 1  



--- 
B Y  

M A  YOR KURT L. SCHMOKE 

DESICNA TING JUL Y 2-4.1999 

AS 

"THE ISLAMIC CIRCLE OF NORTH AMERICA DA YS" 

IN BALTIMORE 

W E R E A S ,  

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

the Islamic Circle of North America QCNA), one of the largest 
grassroots national Muslim organizations with chapters in over 70 
cities, was established in 1968 by Muslims who migrated from 
different parts o f the world; and 

the Annual National Convention has become a tradition for _ 
American Muslims to receive guidance and to participate in inter- 
faith dialogues; and 

the ICNA Relief is helping suffering humanity throughout the 
world, including the United States and Kosovo (its newest effort); 
and 

the topic of the convention, "Youth-The future of Islam: Myths and 
Realities," creates a forum for the discussion of the imporrance of 
youths ro the future of today's society; a d  

we salute the Islamic Circle of North America, an outstanding 
organizarion, which as made many contributions to today's society. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, KURT L. SCHMOKE, MAYOR OF THE 
CITY OF BMTIMORE, do hereby proclaim Jdy 24,1999 as "THE 
ISLAMIC CIRCLE OF NORTH AMERICA DAYS" IN 
BALTIMORE, and do urge all citizens to join in this celebration. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set the Great Seal of the City of Baltimore to be 
affixed this second day of July, one thousand 
nine hundred and ninety-nine. 
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WELCOME ADDRESS OF THE CONVENTION 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

I t  is my great pleasure to nelcume you all to the P4Ih 
Sat iona l  Convention of the  Islamic Circle of North 
America. Like the  previous years. this year we will also 
have a three-day convention. J thank Allah ISM.T? for hls 
countless bounties and blessings upon all of us. I t  1s HE 
XIeiq-  and Kahmah that  desplte many limitations and  
shortcomrnlngs. finally we have been able to o~ganize this 
convention. The theme of our conwntior,, as you knon- is 
"1-011th: The Future uf Islam: Slyths and Realities". The 
topic is a ~ ~ e r y  significant one. Youth is the golden period 
of human  life. Acco~ding to a tradition of Prophet (pbuhj. 
it is the  great npamah (blessing) of Allah (SWT). "The fu- 
ture of any nation depends upon its youth". This is not 
just a statement, i l  is a univewal law. If the youth of a 
nation goes astray today, it is inevitable that the nation 
~ 1 1 1  decline soon. On the otherhand if the J-outh is moti- 
vated tov-nrds a h i g h e ~  goal and trained with moral vir- 
tues accordingly. the nation will flourish undoubtedly. I t  
has happened before, it is happening today and it will hap- 

pen tomorrow. 

Youth played very significant role in the history of Is- 
lam. P i e t ~ ,  courage, sacrifice, knowledge and leadership 
in every sphere, our young Muslim predecessors left their 
glories and unprecedented examples. Xli. llaq'az. Usama, 
Belal and  later time hIuhamnlad Bin Qasin: are some of 
those names who had a pioneering role in changing the 
course of the history and shaping the history of Islam and 
the h l u d '  ims. 

Having said all this: let me now turn  t o  our real field - 
the North America which i s  motherland for many of us 
and homeland for the rest of us . I t  is true that  we the  
~ I u s l i m s  are a minority here. However, we are not like 
other minorities. bye have a religion which is a complete 
way of life that transcends all artificial boundaries based 

on race, color, language and  ethnicity and accommodate 
people from all backgrounds. We have a culture and civili- 
zation which once ruled the world and still has the viabil- 

ity to rule the world again. In terms of t he  number of fol- 
Ion-ers our 1-eligion has the second largest adherents in 
this country. As the time passes more and  more people 
are coming In touch of this 'Deen of fitrah' and realizing 
the t ruth and supreme beauty of Islam. After being frus- 
trated from all other ideologies. as  people are turning to 
Islam, the prospects of this religlon as well a s  the respon- 
sibilities of its followers are aha-increasing. In otherwords, 
l luslims are now entrusted with a blgger assignment, the 
assignment that .Uah (SWT) gave the hluslims before four- 
teen hundred years, to stand up and bear the t ruth (A- 
Islam) befo~e mankind. 

Inspite of thls historical development in this par t  of the 
world. the situation of the Muslims in  general and the 
youth in particular are not. however, in good shape. Like 
the non-hluslinis, the large numer of Muslim youth, are  
also sufferrng from moral bankruptsg and  the loss in pur- 
pose of life. I t  is sometimes even difficult to recognise a 
hluslirn youth especially from their manner and attiquette. 
They do the same corrupticn as  their non-Muslim peers 
do. Those are in fact our lost generation. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters 

The situation of a section of our youth undoubtedly sad- 
dens us. But the question is should we just witness this 
painful happening, complain and then sit idle or we should 
do something to save our children, our dear  young genera- 
tion. Let us investigate and evaluate our situation - what 
went wrong and what we can do to correct the  situation. 
The three day convention will provide us opportunity to 

look into the issues and help formulate our strategy for 
the f~ t ture .  Learned Islamic scholai-s, activists and  lead- 
e rs  from home and  abroad have ga the red  he re  and  
Inshallah we will have very valuable discussions on these 
issues. May Allah accept our efforts and make the  conven- 
tion a success. Ameen. 

Ashraf ur Zaman Khan 
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ICNA: A SUCCESSFUL JOURNEY AND PROMISING ROAD AHEAD 
By Zaheer Irddin 

I he presence "f Islam and hluslima in America is 
not neiv. In  fact. t h e  history of Islam and Iluslims I in North .America has been traced hael, to  pre-Co- 

lumbus era. Rut the history of Islam in America is not on]?. 

a story of immigrant l iuslims. I t  is also the experience of 
conversion of indigellous people. 

Thc. pages of A[uslim history bear names of the scores 
who disappeared in the American melting pot,. But i t  also 
contains page; descl-ibing the continuing sti.uggles of XIUS- 
lim Americans to define their identity and offer America a 
real aiternat11.e. 

One ofthese pages is dated February 1968 when a group 
of'3Iuslims met to shape a n  Islamic movement. embracing 
Muslims drawn horn diverse ethnic and  social back- 
grounds. This landmark effort which eventually led to the 
formation of the Islamic Circle of North America floun- 
dered at first as  it confined itself as the Halqa Ahbabe 
Islami. an L'rdu speaking g o u p .  

From I971 to 197'5. the Halqa worked in the shadow of 
the IIuslim Students  .4ssociatlon of IYSA and Canada 
(MSh) striving to recruit Islanlic movement oriented LTrdu 
speaking Yluslims and to strengthen the Jama'at-e-Islami 
Pakistan. This w a s  a limited but succesef~d venture. I t  can 
be deacrrhed as the second phase in ICX-4's development. 

The third phase began with the Annual Convention in 
New Jersey in 19'7'7. -4 series of thought provoking and 
oft,en eniotional discussions led to changes in the course of 
the Halqa Ahhahe Islaml. The name was changed to HaIqa 
Islami Shurnali Amrika in Urdu and Islamic CircIe of North 
America (ICXA) in English. I t  was declared tha t  it will be 
an Islamic movement of this land and would be part  of the 
global Islamic movement. A new identity had come into 
b a n g  The workers were advised to take the message to 
non-l!rdu speaking Muslims and to carry ou t  Da'wah 
among non-Muslims. 

In theory. it was a prudent decision. The intent was there  
but the  action was missing. Soon the new organization was 
faced ivith a clisis in 1078. This seemingly difficult period 
soon gat-e way to enlightenment. 

The fourth phase started during 1980-81. In view of t he  
widening approach. the m e d i ~ m  of communication was  
changed to English from Vrdu. Da'wah work began t o  be 
undertaken under the name of ICNA instead of MSA. The 
new emphasis was on training Islamic workem. Soon the  
need for a central office became acute. d campaign was  
launched to recruit new \vorkers and establish units i n  
various clties. The work among women was organized on 
national level in early 80s also. 

I n  1983, the building that  houses the headquarters was 
acquired and the  Central office was established in 1984. 
This marked a period of high activity. Up to 1985, a nurn- 
bey of original and translated works t ha t  cat,ered to local 
needs was published. 

The fifth phase marked the founding of institutions. The 
first was the LlusIim Sa~yings and Investment (MSI) t h a t  
was launched in  1986 as an  Islamic alternative to  the 
Jahiliyah financial system. The others were Sound Vision 
and The Message International. the monthly news a n d  
opinion magazine, and \3fFA C170ung hIuslim for Faith and  
Action) was est,ablish t,o work among youth. 

ICIU'A carried out several other major campaigns and as 
a result of its leadership role during the "Rushdie affair" 
in 1988, it  was in t~oduced  to both Muslims and non-Mus- 
lims, and soon became recognized as  an effective organi- 
zation. 

The present and the sixth phase started with the begin- 
ning of 1990. ICNA Relief as a division was  established in 
1991 and two nationwide campaigns were launched, one 
regarding Gulf war  and the other against the ethnic cleans- 
ing in Bosnia. ICXh was also one of cofounders of Islamic 



Shura Council which was established 
in  1992, a n  attempt towards Muslim 
unity in North America. During this 
phase Al-Falah Center, ICNA Cana- 
dian Headquarters and Islamic Cen- 
te r  and school, was established in 1997 
near Toronto. In some cities under 
ICNA or with the help of ICNA local 
units, Masajid were established. 

ICNA's many achievements include: 
- The successful introdbction of the 
concept of Iqamat ad-deen in North 
America. 
- Pioneering in planting the seeds of 
the Islamic Movement in this conti- 
nent, and introdwing the model of 
Syed Maudoodi's Islamic Movement. 
- Assembling and training of a team 
of nonsectarian and dedicated Islamic 
workers who are striving and spread- 
ing the message of Allah in  Korth 
America. 
- Establishment of institutions that 
address the day to day needs of Mus- 
lims Americans. MSI, which provides 
Halaal investment opportunities and 
Islamic financing for homes and cars 
for Muslims; Message Internat io~al ,  
a n  alternate to Western media; Sound 
Vision which is producing and provid- 
ing educational and multimedia prod- 
ucts to children and adults; and ICNA 
Relief which serving humanity here 
and abroad. 

In its journey, ICNA has committed 
some shortcomings. Because humanly 
work i s  not flawless and there is al- 
ways room for improvement. Despite 
these shortcomings, there is hope for 
progress because ICNA is: 
- A vibrant organization whose work- 
e rs  are blessed with immense poten- 
tial 
- The only movement-or ien ted  
grassroots organization of volunteer 
workers, 
- Unique in its dependability, ap-  
proach and methodology. 

The Recipe of Success: 
- Adopting Da'wah a s  its highest pri- 

ority. Just not theoretical. rather de- 
velop a strategy by including move- 
ment oriented indigenous and imini- 
grants, so that  a united and effective 
s t ruggle  can  be launched unde r  
"United Islamic Movement". 
- Encouraging its members and work- 
ers  to increase their commitment and 
spirit of self-sacuifice. 
- Establishing new self-sufficient in- 
stitutions that provide community ser- 
vice, generate income and help in ef- 
fectively promoting the Islamic mes- 
sage 
- Expanding work among youth and 

particularly integrating hIS,4 gradu- 
ates and English speaking sisters in 
Islamic movement. 

I t  is a fact that  no organization can 
flourish without fresh ideas: nor can 
expand without proper and new t h n k -  
ing. No organization can exist for along 
time without practical and new strat- 
egies. And without effective and dy- 
namic leadership new horizons for the 
movement can not be opened. 

Alhamdulillah, it is commendable 
that  ICNA is among those rare Islamic 
organizations that welcomes criticism. 
even from within, I t  is such criticism 
and suggestions that helps organiza- 

tion to see within and to search for 
ways and means to improve itself in  

1 US- order to better serve Islam and 91 
lims. 

Islam is a movement. There is no sta- 
tus quo and passive attitude In Islamic 
movement. If we want to keep OUT 

identity as Xluslims in this melting 
pot; if we want to train our nest gen- 
eration as practicing Muslims: if we 

want to propagate and establish Islam 
in this society, we have to be dynamic 
and smart Daees. R e  have to be like a 
river, who makes its Lvay through b o d -  
dexs and stones without stopping. Fu- 
t u re  i s  very br ight  for I s l am i n  
America. Let us say future of America 
is Islam, Insha Allah. But no future 
awaits anyone. Only that  future can 
be ours that we dream of, and then 
strive to make come true. 

Come and-.hecome part  and parcel 
of Islamic movement - Islamic Circle 
of North America. and join hands to 
achieve the goal of establishing Islam 
in this world and having the pleasure 
of Allah in the live hereafter. 

Br. Zaheer liddill is the Secretary Gew 
em1 of the IsLuir~ic Circle of . o r t h  
America. 

Family 
Your Lord has decreed that you shalt 0 

a 
I 

serve none but Him, and do goad to your . 
I 

parents, Should one or both of them reach I 
I 

old age with you, never say 'Ugh' to them, a  
0 

nor scold either of them; butspeak to them 0 
0 

kindly and respectfully, sprad over them . 

. . . . a  
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YOUTH: OUR HOPES AND CONCERNS 

By Slahbubur Rahn~an  

t is perhaps known to evelbyone that Islam is nox 
the fastest growing religion in America, Thank 
the 3ledia. Though media always for its own pur- 
pose picks up issues related to Islam and hlus- 

lims and not necessarily it benefits the latter, the  Muslims 
ncve~thelesa become delighted by this kind of 'breaking 
news'. Equally fascinating is another n e w  that a new 
alvareness fos Islam and Islamic life style is visible in al- 
most all parts of the world. h.Iuslitns in the Fl-est are aware 
of these developments as well. What is, hofi+ever. less 
known, if not unknown. is, how many Muslims, especially 
the youth have been lost into the 'melting pot' of America 
olrer the gears and how many will follow the same route in 
the coming years. 

The whole scenario, rfrevealed, would give a quite shock- 
ing picture. As an analyst has pointed out: "the situation 
is critical and must  be addressed because the future M.us- 
lim community is in  jeopardy." How critical is the situa- 
tion? After having spent many years in Da'wah work, one 
Daee (preacher of Islam) has written: "I travel around the 
country speaking to h9uslims and non-iIIuslim youth and 
my approach is one of condor. As a result, they sharE with 
me information about their activities and the behavior of 
their peers that they dare not share with  their parents, 
The things that  they tell me  are startling. Although 1 have 
been exposed to the life of the "dunya" before my re-ver- 
sion t o  Islam, I must  s a y  that I was not prepared for the 
horror stories of what's happening to some of our Muslim 
qauth. This is why I am sounding the alarm. I want this to 

,e a wake up call to M u d i m  parents and the illuslim com- 
nunity, particularly the leadership." (Amir -4l-Islam, "Lure 
,f Popular Culture: Being Young and Muslim", The Mes- 
nge, Nov-Dec. 1998, p.22) Yahia Emrick, another percep- 
ive and devoted Daee has also expressed similar concern: 
In Detroit I saw African American Muslims lamenting that  
ley lost their children to drugs and gangs. In New Mexico 
s a w  the  children of White sufis running around like a 
sck of hippie flower children. In Dearborn. Michigan, I 
iw second and th rd  generation Arabs who had lost Islam 
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so completely you would have never thought their ances- 
try was in anyway connected to Islam. And in New York, I 
s a w  the unimaginahle: Children of Indians, Bengalis and 
Pakistanis being 'Homeboys' and 'Easy girls'. . . I am quite 
outraged and horrified to think that Muslims are  racing 
each other into a life-style that  I myself saw as false and 
rejected ... In  the nest trventjr years. the ilZusIirn comrnu- 
nity will lose over half of its 'next_,generation' to the melt- - 
ing pot". ("The Death of Islam in America" - The Message 
- July 1997, p 46.) 

No matter how 'pessimistic' the above observation may 
sound: this is the real situation and hence the real chal- 
lenge that the Muslim community in North America is fac- 
ing today. L'nless we come forward with effective measures 
to protect: our youth, whatever optimism about Islam and 
the hIuslirns have been expressed so far, will prove to be a 
myth. For a real  breakthrough what we need is, to become 
pro-active: address these issues adequately; and engage 
ourselves and our community resouyces in concerted and 
purposeful manner. In doing so, we should also keep in 
mind that the primacy of the parental responsibilities re-  
garding the youth can hardly be overemphasized. As the 
hadith of Prophet (pbuh) says that  every child is born ac- 
cording to the correct nature Vitru) which is the Eslamic 
way of life, but the parents convert himlher to a Christian 
or a Jew. Unfortunately many Muslim parents themselves 
act as 'barriers' t o  their children's way to Islam, either be- 
cause of the former's ignorance or their own deviation and 
hypocritic life style. Surprising though, those parents ex- 
press their concerns and sometimes blame their children L 

for not having listened to them, bu t  they don't seem to be ? 

concerned that  the children are wa$ching them too. If the 
i 

parents don't surrender themselves to the commandments C 

of ,Allah, how they can expect that  the children will follow 
their 'moral guidelines'? That's why Allah (SWT) in the 1- 

Qur'an before asking the people to safeguard their fami- ' r 

lies, has asked them to safeguard themselves first. "0 you 
who beliece, protect yourseEc.es und your fa~nities from the 
Fire." Qur'an 66:6 



So, t h e  ultimate responsibility lies 
with t he  parents. Most often whereln 
the parents are submissive to Islam 

and conscious about the parental re- 
sponsibilities, their children grow up 

with admirable character. These par- 
ents a r e ,  of course. the blessed parents 
and their  children are the blessed chll- 
dren. They don't need to show the ex- 
cuse t h a t  "this society has caused their 
children to grow up  wicked." No doubt, 

c coun- the materialistic culture in thi, 
try is alien to Islam and thus a chal- 
lenge to  Islamic life style, but those 
who are equipped with Islamic teach- 
ings know very well how to overcome 
the external challenges. For that  pur- 
pose, the  parents need to instill in their 
children from the  beginning a genu- 
ine a n d  deep God-consciousness so 
that  these children when come to ex- 
ternal e~ivironment and make inde- 
pendent decisions for themselves will 

follow guidelines prescribed by Allah 
(SWT): and theu non->Iuslirn or 'bad- 
Muslim' peers or the society won't he 

able to deviate them from the straight 

path. 

So far as our societal responsibilities 
are concerned. i t  is regretable that 
Muslim conlmunities are still lagging 
far  behind. Notwithstanding their 
some commendable achievements  
made by some local con~muni t~es  in es- 
tablishing mosques and Islamic ten- 

ters, the Muslim community at large 
in America is yet to nlalie any ~ubsran-  
tive progress  in the i r  community 
upliftment. One example is the case 
of the establishing of f~111-time Islamic 
schools. Even the prominent national 
Islamic organizations. despite their 
great services 111 many other fields. 
could not show any success story in 

this regard.The local conlnlunities n-ho 
have taken some initiatives. a re  also 
suffering from the shortage of funds. 
The bas~c  point heye is that. full-time 
Islamic schools are not merely a ne- 
cessity today, it is a ~nrcst ,  f o ~  our chil- 
dren are a t  great risks wi th  their faith 

and cliaracter in public schools. The 
Bluslim leadership and the moneyed 
men in our community and all Mus- 
lims should come forward to fulfil this 
prime and foremost obligation. Our j 
continued failures in this field would 
only bring great disaster. The earlier I 

we realize it. the better for our com- 
munity. May Allah {SWT) help U F  safe- 
guard ourselves and our nest genera- 
tlon. 
Br.  i l lnhhirb~~r- E i a h l ~ ~ u i ~  is o Ph.Dca11- 
d i d ~ l e  b l c  lire Dc~lartl,le~il of Political! 
Scieilcp at Clark iltlur~tcr L?l!.iz.ersity, 
Georgia. .- 
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THE DILEMMAS OF THE YOUTH 

By Zahra N. ILIunir 

uslims with varying cultural backgrounds find 
themselves trapped in this land of opposing val- 
ues, Some readily give up and adapt themselves to 
a changed environment. and yet some others  

struggle hard to retain their identity. Children and youth 
are relatively more affected. for they are caught in the cross- 
fire of two opposing c~dtures. As ill luck would have it: they 
are often forced to make a choice without proper guidance, 
or role models, or intelligent and intelligible directives. 

This paper attempts to classif>- and describe the origin 
of the dilemmas the youth face. I t  also attempts to  focus 
upon the psychological aspects of identity crisis and pre- 
sents a glimpse of the perplexities the youth faces - thsir 
silent and noticed sufferings. 

Psychological Perspectives 

Youth refers to the period between childhood and adult- 
hood, when n a t u ~ e  pro-iides all h c n a n  beings with physi- 
cal and emotional reinfarccnzents to carry out their roles 
of adulthood. Physiological changes trigger hormonal se- 
cretions which bring about physical changes. Emotionally. 
the youth are highly mercurial and sway in between the 
states of extreme self-confidence and security to that  of 
absolute hopelessness and insecurity. They experience a n  
abundance of physlcal strength, restlessness and power- 
ful drives to achieve something worthwhile and something 
to be proud of regardless of the risks involved. Simulta- 
neously, the intellectual precesses of logical thinking and 
reasoning ape readily available for use. However, these are 
dependent upon the fiequ5ncy of use and the individual's 
conscious effort to employ them. These processes are set 
in slnml;, in spurts and are di~tinctly different from the 
younger children's who because of their age are not ca- 
pable of thinking in logical abstraction. 

Changes in all these three &reas, nameiy the physical, 
the emotional and the intellectual, are ordained by Allah 
and are regulated by nature. They are basically not wlthin 
human control. These reinforcements have to be carefully 
channeled and harnessed to faditate growth, development, 
and progress. Failing this, these energy reserves could 
cause discord. d~sorganization, and even destruction of 
soclety. The way each society manages these reserves and 
reinforcements is dependent upon ~ t s  own values. beliefs, 
and outlooks on life. 

hIuslims, all praise to Allah, have been blessed with a 
religion which specifies roles with guidelines to the cre- 
ation of an  ideal society, wherein the needs of all i ts mem- 
bers are taken care of; a society whose collective and indi- 
vldual aim is to surrender to the Will of Allah, Who is the 
Creator and the Provides of all. and Who cares for the needs 
of all His creations. The Qur'anic directives are quite spe- 
cific about the responsibilities of all human beings as well 
as the regulations concerning the extra-energy potentials 
ofthe youth. The strong forces of energy, the sexual drives, 
and the emotionally charged-needs for the companionship 
of the opposite sex are withheld until the intellectual pro- 
cesses are also ready to operate. When these forces a re  
simultaneously bl-oughr into effect, responsibility, chastity, 
sanctity. and obligations are enforced. Hence life, a s  
planned by Allah is one of enjoyment with gratitude; i t  is 
of rights with responsibilities, and it has materialistic as; 
pects with moralistic dimensions, Another important point 
is that  life is relatively short-lived, and all stages in life 
are temporarily arranged through which individuals have 
to pass. Life is also a cyclic phenomenon: a child, who is 
helpless at birth needs love, care, attention. and protec- 
tion: he gains strength slowly as the parents lose theirs.  

Parental Concerns: The Contemporary Scene 

It is gratifying to see that the concerns of the Muslims in 
this country are changing toward the concrete problems 
faced a t  present, rather than abstract discussions of the 
remote past. Our survival and viability, in this land, de- 
pends upon our ability to cope with the stresses and the 
strains facing us. Still, in a majority of cases, especially 
the immigrant Muslims are concerned only about their 
children. They want to build mosques and schools because 
it will help their children in acquiring Islamic education; 
they desire to establish communities because i t  will pro- 
vide for their children an  Islamic environment. In other 
words, their concerns are mostly for the next generation 
and hardly to improve their own deficiencies. This can be 
validated by observing the percentage of attendance in the 
adult-education classes and programs in the community 
centers as against the attendance of children in the Islamic 
schools. Second, the community centers are more fre- 
quented by parents of growing-up children and are  mini- 
mally, if a t  all, used by parents whose children are  e i t h e ~  
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too young or too old to benefit by the 
Islamic schoois. They forget that Islam 
is something which cannot be given to 
anyone by anyone eke, unless one has 
i t  for one's own self. first. K e  cannot 
and d o  not have the right to preach 
w h a t  we do not practice otlrselves. 
Therefore. our first concern should be 
to have a correct and clear awareness 
of our role as Muslim; we should also 
have congnizance of our Islamic ac- 
complishments as  well as deficiencies. 
In other words, we should have a kind 
of self-evaluation. lVe can save our 
children only if we are ourselves in a 
position to save them, if we know well 
what we have to save them from, and 
if we know also how to save them. We 
cannot give to our children what we 
ourse!ves do not have. 

The American system of education 
aims a t  helping the child unfold his 
potentialities. I t  fosters scientific 
thinking, develops critical analysis. 
and  t r a i n s  chi ldren in  clar i ty of 
thought and purposive action, theo- 
retically at least. Twelve years of rig- 
orous schooling enables the youth t o  
attain a t  least some of these goals to 
varying degrees in  the materialistic 
aspects of life. 

To preserve our identity, some ap- 
proaches that have been suggested are 
to seclude the children, to send them 
back to their country of origin during 
the growing-up process, to restrict 
their activities beyond their at ten-  
dance a t  the schools. These are flimsy 
solutions to a gigantic problem. be- 
cause when the protective shields of 
parenta l  controls ape removed. the 
child is at  the mercy of a relentiess 
alien environment where there is a n  
acute competition and where the fit- 
test survive. In addition. it would be 
futile to close a n  erupting volcano by 
the frail palm of a forbidding hand, or 
word. It  would be, however, worth- 
while to channelize the immense force 
of an  inquisitive and stimulated mind, 
seeking guidance at the crossroads of 
conflicting life systems, toward con- 
structive, gratifying. and intelligible 
Islamic ends. Stricter controls and 
sanctions might produce a non-asser- 
t ive,  meek, over-aged 40 or 50-year- 
old adolescent incapable of effective, 
decisive actions that  are necessary for 
our survival here. I am positive that  

our clynamic Islamic community. 
standing as it is in the heart of assimi- 
lative forces. does not need such indi- 
viduals. who never grow up to accept 
the challenges of trying time such a s  
ours, rvith Islamic dignity and grace. 
Our aim should be to provide spiritual 
dimension tu the materialistic way of 
life - to develop the potential of hu-  
man intelligence so that our children 
are able to realize their responsibili- 
ties and make the right kind of deci- 
sions. 

Conflicts of the Youth 

The conflicts in the youth's life do 
not always originate in outside-the- 
home situations. Surprisingly enough. 
in my long contact with children. I 
have found them to be equally troubled 
by the apparent contradictions in their 
parents' lives. 

The Dilemma of KnowIedge 
and Ignorance 

This may be called as intelligent un- 
derstanding against unintelligible dog- 
matic human assertions. Such a di- 
lemma originates when the youth fails 
to understand the basis of an  appar- 
ent contradiction between the restric- 
tions placed upon his activities a t  
home, and the outside permissiveness 
of the environment. As long as the 
child is young, the overpowering par-  
ent can control his activities by de- 
manding and enforcing implicit obe- 
dience. However, as the child grows 
older, his contact with the outside 
world increasee. too. During his edu- 
cational process. reasoning and the 
ability to interpret logically are ac- 
quired. Mere dogmatic commands and 
positive assertions do not satisfy him 
any more. Restraints are resented and 
find expression in rebuttals, exchange 
of words, showdowns and sometimes 
even flagrant disobedience of the au-  
thority-figure. Rebellion and serious 
disagreements can, at  times, lead to a 
total rejection of the family and all its 
values; and in extreme cases, deser- 
tion of the home takes place. In many 
cases, severe control, without proper 
explanation, leads to lack of interest 
and sometimes resul ts  in  despon- 
dency, rejection, and even alienation. 
Incidentally, all human beings pass 
through these stages to varying ex- 
tents. 

Our concept of Islamic education has 
heen deficient and nominal, and it is 
about time that we face real it,^ in all 
fairness. Not to mentlon the child or 
the p u t h .  even the parents lack a cor- 
rect understanding and knowledge of 
the Islamic requirements and com- 
mandments. If Islam is a complete ~ a > ~  
of life, and if one wants to be a mem- 
ber of tha t  system, one must know its 
directives. If one is satisfied by the 
nonlinal reading of the Qur'an even 
without understand~ng it ,  offers ;alah 
without an  involved supplication and 
a total dedication. and makes his  chil- 
dren to attend the Islamic schools 
whenever possible and convenient. 
then the result is a very superficial 
knowledge of Islam without genuine 
commitment. In  such a situation the 
restraints on the children's behavior 
is no more than parental orders; and 
soon  he child finds out tha t  the pas- 
ents, like all human heings, could be 
wrong a t  times. Thus. lack of parental 
precepts a"n the knowledge of what 
makes a JIuslim thxvart the attain- 
ment  of a child's Islamicity. 

Dilemmas of Belief and 
Knowledge vs. p r a c t i c e  

This is the nos t  shocking realm for 
the youth. Whatever limited knowl- 
edge they have about relrgion is ac- 
quired from their parents and week- 
end Islamic schools. Parents generally 
lack autherltic knowledge, and  the Is- 
lamic schools are not staffed, by any 
means. by the most competent teach- 
ers.  Content and  methodology are 
equally important in education, and 
somehow during the process of educa- 
tion at  a n  Islamic school. either one of 
the t%-o and sometimes both are  lost. 
However: whatever the child learns 
from the school, hardly corresponds to 
the life outside the classroom. Often 
the knowledge acquired does not cor- 
respond to the family pract ices a t  
home; yet the child is forced to attend 
the schools, which bear no relationship 
to the world he Iives in.  Youth are 
aware of this duality of standards. A 
nine-year-old, who attended the  Is- 
lamic school during summer,  when 
asked about the prayer habits of his 
family (to seek their help in  t he  regu- 
larity of his prayers) responded by say- 
ing: "my mother prays once in  a while 
in many days, and my father thinks it 



to be a big joke." Severe stipulations 
about the dress code within the Islamic 
school and the total negation at  home 
and elsewhere. including the Islamic 
countries back home. create anxieties 
and confusion. Children go to insipid 
Islamic schools on Sundays. and par- 
ents go shopping, visiting or are busy 
in arranging for a party. The parents 
expect the children to be kind, polite, 
submissive, modest and truthful. when 
they themselves lack basic Islamic 
qualities of kindness, compassion, love. 
courtesy and patience. This duality of 
standards trains the child in a similar 
fashion or sets him thinking t ~ - i c e  
about the parental approach and ad- 
\lice. In addition, it is not unusual to 
regard the total American way of life 
as anti-Islamic, and construct barriers 
around the children. This is a losing 
battle, for both our children and our- 
selves have to interact within this en- 
vironment and prove to ou~selves and 
to others that we have something bet- 
ter to  offer by our conduct, perfor- 
mance, and values. To view others 
with disdain is un-Islamic. Not all the 
aspects of American life a re  un-Is- 
lamic. One can find kindness, sincer- 
ity, helpfulness, sense of responsibil- 
ity,  and dedication even in non-Mus- 
Iims. Our children have had several 
?leasant esperiences during their ex- 
posures with their peer group a t  the 
school. It  is, however, more justifiable 
t o  bring to the notice of our children 
the moral laxity and the corruption 
within the society at their ou7n level of 
experiences; it is fruitless to develop a 
sense of superiority in our children, 
when we are really not practicing what 
we preach, or what aught to be prac- 
ticed. This approach would be nothing 
short of hypocrisy, an insult to the 
judgement, experiences, and observa- 
tions of the children themselves. I t  is 
like to set them wondering about the 
truth, the knowledge of their parents 
and the relevance of their remarks. 

Recommendations 

It is necessary to be honest in our 
dealings with the children and youth. 
They trust, and our words mean truth 
to them. However, if this confidence is 
shaken by a misrepresentation of facts 
that can be verified by the child, we 
may lose his trust in us. The result is 
the absence of a healthy and beautiful 

relationship between the parent and 
the chlld, which vitiates all parental 
gutdance and influence. The parents 
should not let their ego stand between 
them and their children. Thej- should 
accept their mistakes and cease vio- 
lating the injunctions of Islam. 

It  is imperative that guidance and 
Islamic directives are precise and clear 
to the family and followed both by the 
parents and the children. This once 
again brings u s  back to the aforesaid 
need for the handbook of the Qur'anic 
directives, translated in easily under- 
standable language and readily acces- 
sible for quick reference by the fam- 
ily. Children should be encouraged to 
use this reference. and any construc- 
tive Islamic suggestions from them 
should be regarded with value and re- 
spect. 

Time is the t h d  most important fac- 
tor in helping solve the dilemmas of 
the youth. In today's world of selfish- 
ness and competition, materialism and 
pragmatism, self-attainment and self- 
gratification, and  the terribly fact 
peace of life, religious values, beliefs 
and faiths cannot be acquired as by- 
products of either secular education 
and unguided living, or a family heri- 
tage. They need constant and careful 
effort, for they need to be valued and 
acquired, preached and practiced. nur- 
tured and cherished for survival. In a 
situation live ours when responsibili- 
ties in transplanting a family along 
Islamic lines in a n  alien setting are so 
immense, the roles of the members of 
the family need to be properly defined, 
careful ly p l anned ,  dutiful ly dis- 
charged, ungrudgingly assumed and 
best enjoyed. Life is a responsibility, 
and life for a Muslim family is not, by 
any means, a bed of roses. Provision 
of food, shelter, and clothing should be 
the role of one parent, and the main- 
tenance of the internal environment 
within the home - the kind and qual- 
ity of relationships, the fine character- 
istics of trust, security, truth, compas- 
sion, and sacrifice, which call for the 
continual presence of the parents with 
the children, should be of the other 
parent. Islam is specific about both 
these aspects: it has made man (the 
husband in the present case) to be the 
provider for the woman (the wde), al- 
though i t  h a s  not prohibited the  

woman frc ;n s6ii ing jobs. Similarly, 
the happiness and integrity of the fam- 
ily rest on the woman. The man and 
woman are abundantly blessed with 
qualities that  facilitate their roles; 
however, neither precludes the domain 
of the other, and it is possible for one 
to assume the other's roles under cer- 
tain circumstances. The result of con- 
tinual! unwarranted, ill-timed and ill- 
planned reversal of roles or lack of 
awareness about roles or their precise 
bounds is too obvious to be ignored. 
Some roles are overemphasized a t  the 
expense of the other roles, which are  
equally important for a balance life. 

Dilemmas of the Physical Needs 

This is probably the most important 
a rea  t h a t  needs careful at tent ion.  
Youth have been granted immense 
energy and desire by Allah, Who has  
simultaneously laid down specific 
rules and regulations to direct their 
drives and instinctual urges. The Holy 
Qur'an hasbeen extremely precise and 
harsh in meting out punishments to 
the violators in  this area. Preparation 
for the  wise management of these 
drives and instinctual urges must be 
made long before their onset. During 
adolescence? this  situation is made 
much worse by the scanty, sexy out- 
fits worn by a majority of non-Muslim 
girls. This is a source of great attrac- 
tion and distraction to the youth. The 
boys are placed in  the grave dilemma 
of the instinctual urges, which a r e  
flared up by the relaxed licentious be- 
havior of the peer group, the daticg 
game, the drinking parties, the joyride 
sprees, the beach parties. and the new 
morality on the one hand, and the im- 
position of tremendous restraint by a 
busy ,  h igh ly -demand ing  a n d  
IsIamically ill-equipped parents who 
hardly practice religion themselves on 
the other hand. Girls are attracted by 
the exclusive industries of cosmetics, 
beauty-aid products, attractive dress 
apparels that  make them look beauti- 
ful, and the relative ease of their pro- 
curement. More important, they prob- 
ably yearn to have the freedom, the  
recognition, and gratification of their 
need tha t  their non-R/Iuslim friends 
enjoy. Instinctually, all females like to 
look pretty and be recognized. Islam 
directs t h s  desire toward proper chan- 
nels; i t  does not negate it. Beautifying 
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oneself a t  the ~ i g h t  t h e  in the  right 
surrounding is by no means wrong: in 
fact. it is even Islamic. and in soine 
instances even 'ibadah: but to  show 
one's adornment a t  the wrong time 
and with the ulterior motives is a sin. 
Elegance, simplicity and dignity have 
n e v e r  been prohibited, rathela they 
have been desired. 

The  mar r i ages  i n  th i s  coun t ry  
among the Muslims i s  another area 
which calls for redress: In my experi- 
ence \ n t h  the community. I a m  totally 
disheartened by the irresponsible a t -  
titude of the people who are seeking 
marriage partners.  Prime consider- 
ations are  being paid to materialistic 
possessions. professional s ta tus .  po- 
tential income resource. beauty to- 
gether  w ~ t h  econoinic gains  - the  
dowry, which are i n  a way un-lslamic 
p~actices.  In addition, I am aware of 
the constants placed upon the Muslims 
who desire to settle down in  Ide, hut  
cannot do so because their parents  
back home do not prove of their mar- 
riages in the states.  To please one's 
parents is indeed the duty of children. 
But to keep chaste is equally impor- 
tant, for the penalty otherwise is much 
too severe. The only condition that  Is- 
lam insists upon is tha t  marr iage  
sho~dd be between believing men and 
believing women; however, Islam 31- 
lows humans to marry of "their choice". 
Vnder the present ci~~cumstnnces, an- 
other critical look at the criterion of 
marriage is not out of place to help 
establish a good Islamic community. 

Reconunendations 

1. Parents should spend enough 
time with their. children to give them 
a good foundation of love. security, 
t rus t  and sat isfy their emotional.  
physical. and intellectual needs. 
?.The cr i ter ion for marr iage  and 
spouse selection be changed along Is- 
lamic lines so a s  to help create and 
establish a healthy viable Islamic com- 
munity. 
3.Parents should have a serious dis- 
cussion about their ~o l e s ,  their goals 
and responsibilities. The roles of both 
the parties should be respected and 
valued. 
4.The roles should be happily assumed 
and carefully esecukd.  
5. Economic striving and total engross- 

ment in material pursuits at the ex- 
penses of other responaibilitles should 
he strongly refrained from. 
6.Stab1lizing the transplanted family 
along Islamic lines should be regarded 
aa a nlajor sespunsihility. 
7.Xlarriage and family Life should be 
taken more seriously. Muslims ahould 
strive hard to practice Islam in their 
daily conduct. so as to set a model not 
just t o  the children. but also to the 
neighbors as well - an implicit and ef- 
fective tln i ca  h. 
8,Intcllectual satisfaction of the chil- 
dren should be constantlv borne in 
mind. Their queries. problems, needs 
and anxieties should be seriously 
taken and csplained with understand- 
ing. sympathy. and knowledge of the 
physical realit). as  well  as  of the spiri- 
tual domain backed by the authentic 
sources of knowledge (books a n d  
encyclopaedias for the former, and the 
Qur'an for the latter).  

Analysis alone WLLI not bring ahout 
results. It 1s a solid p l ~ d g c  to coniinlt 

ourselves to follow the rules of Islam 
that ivill help the community. SIosques 
and centere alone are no solution: nel- 
ther ~vi l i  the habitual attendance at  
the mosques b!+ of benefit. I t  is the re-  
construction of the attitudes of the in- 
dividuals. Islam has to be lived. I t  is 
an acti\.e attempt. a struggle. and a n  
effort with an intention. Allah does not 
change the corldition of' any people. 
unless they strive and change the con- 
dition of themselves. 

This nrficlr is ciu (]bridged L el-sill of 
CI prer iolisly published clr-liclp 1'11 31 -  
Ittihcrd, t h e  qriar~tri.I,v jounml  of the 
AIh~sLiin Stlidelr ts'Asociotioi~ i i ~  . lailr~- 
ay-Alnr,cll 1980. .-It the  t i t w  of its pub-  
licatiol~, t h e  n ~ i t h o r  $1..  Zahru M1rilii. 
was u~o i~k i i~g  rilitl~ t h e  Chiengo Bnnr-d 
o f  EcL~~cai~orl as COII ILSPI IOI~  for tjw iin- 
i l ~ ~ ~ r ~ l l t  c ~ ~ / c / I ' P ? L  fl'017t f h ~  ~ \ ~ l l ~ ~ ~ l l l  

corimI~.l't~s. Lkspl'tc) t h e  11'111cgop t h r  C O I L -  

i c ~ ~ t s  of the article still m n i . i ~ ~  ft~s11 
nild as w l c ~ ~ l n t  as it Lons 0efor.r. - 

Editor. - 

DIRECTOR WANTED 

A respectable Muslim Society in Long Island, IVY is 
actively seeking a Director for it's educational center. It 
represents a vibrant and growing Muslim coinrnunity 

on Long Island with close proximity to New York City. 

QUALIFlCATIONS AND EXPERIENCES: 
I 

@Must be well-versed in Qur'anic Tafseer, demonstrate 
a sound knowledge of Hadith. A graduate in Arabic or 

Islamic Studies preferred. 
*Must possess excellent verbal and writtm communica- 

tion skills in Arabic and English. 
-Experience in administration, teaching, and curriculum 

development in Islamic Educational programs for 
adults, young adults and children desirable. 

We offer a competitive salary and possibility of on site 
accommodation. 

To apply, please send resume to: 
Br. H. Chowdhury 

60 Soundview Avenue 
Bronx, New York, 10473 
Or Fax (74 8) 991 -0390 



WISDOM BEHIND ALLAH'S COMMANDMENT: A NON-MUSLIM WOMAN 
EXPERIMENTS WITH HIJAB 

ByKathy Chm 

walked down the street in my long white dress 
and inch-long black hair one afternoon, and truck 
dyivers w-lustled and shouted obscenities at me. I 
felt defeated, I had just stepped out of a hair sa- 

lon. I had  cut my hair short, telling the hairdresser to trim 
it  a s  she  would a guy's. I sat numbly as my hairdresser* 
skillfully sheared into my shoulder-length hair with her 
sc~ssors, asking me with every inch she cut off if I was 
freaking out vet. I wasn't freaking out, but I felt self-muti- 
lated. 

I w a s  obl i te ra t ing  my femininity 

It wasn't just another haircut. I t  meant so much more. I 
was trying to appear androgynous by cutting my hair. I 
wanted to obliterate by femininity. Yet that did not pre- 
vent some men from treating me as a sex object. I was 
mistaken. 

I t  was  not my feminil~ity that was problematic: but my 
sexuality, or rather the sexuality t ha t  some men had as- 
cribed to me based on my biological ses .  They reacted to 

me as they saw me and not a s  I truly am. Why should it 
oven matter how they see me, as  long as I know who I am? 
But i t  does. I believe that  men who see women as only 
sexual being often commit violence against them, such as 
rape and battery. Sexual abuse and assault are not only 
my fears, but my reality. I was molested and raped. My 
experiences with men who violated me have made me an- 
gry a n d  frustrated. 

How do I stop the violence? How do I prevent men from 
seeing me as an object rather than a female? How do I stop 
them from equating the two? How do I proceed with life 
after experiencing what others only dread? The experi- 

ences have left me with questions about my identity. Am 1 
just another Chinese-American female? I used to think that 
I have to arrive a t  a conclusion about who I am, but now I 
realize that my identity is constantly evolving. 

My experience of being "hijabed" 

One experience that was part icula~ly educational was 
ICNA Souvenir '99 

when I "dressed up" as a SIuslim women for a drive along 
Crenshaw Boulevard with three bIuslim men as part of 
newsmagazine project. 

I wore a white, long-sleeved cotton shirt;  jeans, tennis 
shoes, and a flowery silk scarf that  covered my head, which 
I borrowed from a Muslim woman. 
Not only did I look the part, I believed I felt the part. Of 
coulase. I wouldn't really know what i t  feels like to be 
Hijabed. I coined this word fof +he lack of a better term 
everyday, because I was not raised with Islamic teachings. 
However, people perceived me a s  a Muslim woman and 
did not treat me a s  a sexual being by making cruel re- 
marks. I noticed that men's eyes did not glide over my body 
as has happened when I wasn't Hijabed. I was fully clothed, 
exposing only my face. 

I remembered walking into an Islamic center and an Af- 
rican-Arnerican gentleman inside addressed me as "sister" 
and asked where I came from. I told him I was originally 
from China. That didn't seem to matter. There was a sense 
of closeness between us because he assumed I was blus- 
lirn. I didn't know how to break the news to him because I 
wasn't sure if I was or not. 

I walked into the store that sold African jewelry and furni- 
ture and another gentleman asked me a s  I was walking 
out ~f I was l~luslim. I looked a t  him and smiled, not know- 
ing how to respond. I chose not to answer. 

Being Hijabed changed others' perception of me 

Outside the store, I asked one of the Muslim men 1 was 
with, "Am 1 Muslirn?'He explained that  everything tha t  
breathes and submits is. I have concluded that  I may be 
and just don't know it. I haven't labeled myself a s  such 
yet. I don't know enough about Islam to assert that  I am 
Muslim. Though I don't pray five times a day, go to a 
mosque, f a ~ t ,  nor cover my head with a scarf daily, this 
does not mean that I am not Muslim. These seem to be the 
natural nlanifestations of what is within. How I am inside 
does not directly change whether I am Hijabed or not. It  is 
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others '  perceptions of me t h a t  was 
changed. Repeated experiences with 
others In turn creates a self-image 

Hijab as Oppression: 4 superfi- 
cial and misguided v iew 

I consciously chose to  be H ~ a h e d  be- 
cause I was searching for respect from 

men. 

Inltlally, as both a LVomen's Studies 
major and a thmking female. 1 hought 
Into the Western view t h a t  the wear- 

m g  of a scarf 1s oppressive 

After this experience and much re- 
tlectlon, I have arrived at the conclu- 

sion that  such a wew is superficial and 
rnisgu~ded: I t  is not if the  act is mot]- 

vated by conviction and understand- 

ing. 

The Most Liberating experience of 
my life 

I covered up t h a t  day out of choice, 

and it was the most liberating esperi- 
ence of my life. I now see alternatives 

to being a woman. I discovered that 

the way I dress dictated others' reac- 
tion towards me. I t  saddens me that 

this is a reality. I t  is a realrt? that I 
have accepted. and chose to  conquel- 
rather than be conquered by it.  

I t  was my sexuality that I cov- 
ered, not my femininity. The COV- 

ering of the former allowed the lib- 
eration of the latter. 
This clrticie rias o r i g i ~ t n l l ~  published 
in crl-Tolib, the  rlru:smuga:irlr of '  [he  
iIfii.slim S ~ r l d e ~ ~ t s '  .4ssociation o f  the  
C~i~iuer-sit-v of Califil-r~in in Los drge-  

k s  (CCLAj ill Octoba. 1994. At thr tirne 
of its pu blicatior~, h'crth? Chirl zms a 
seuior clt CCLA ~ncrjorilrg i 7 ~  Psyrhobi- 
ology uard I.Iorwi~'s Strrclies. Lit. 2 1 0 : ~  

changccl the  t i f l e  for this  pr~bl icot io~l .  

The true servants of the Most 
Merciful are those who behave 

gently and with humility on 
earth, and whenever the foolish 

quarrel with them, they reply 
with [words of] peace. 

(a/-Furqan 25:63) 
Turn not your cheek away from 
people in scorn and pride, and 
walk not on earth haughtily; for 

Allah does not love anyone who 
acts proudly and bostfully. Be 
modest in your bearing and 

lower your voice; for the ugliest 
sound is the donkey's braying 

(luqman 31:18-19) 

SUHAIL SADIQFcwpc . 

Certified Public Accountants 
Audited & ~eviewed Financial Statements 
Co-op Audited Statements, Corporation 

& Individual Tax Returns 
Delinquent Tax Returns, IRS & SalesTax Audits 

Incorporations of New Businesses 

76 North Broadway Suite #4008 
Hicksviife, N.Y. 1 1801 
Tel: (51 6) 933-6522 
Fax: (51 6) 933-651 0 

Email: Sadiqcpa@ao/. com 

QUEENS OFFICE: 
37-28 56 Street 

Woodside, NY 11 377 
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24h ICNA National Convention - 

Program 

Friday July 2.1999 

Session One 
+********* 
3:OO - 500 pm 
Moderator 
3:OO-3:lO 
3: 10-3:20 
3:20-3:25 
3:25-3 :30 
3:30-3:35 
3:35-3135 
3:45-355 
3 5 5 - 1 2 5  
1:-15-5:OO 

Session T u o  
********** 
5:30-7:30 
%loderator 
5:30-5:35 
525 -605  

Session Three 
*********** 
9:00- L 1.00 prn 

Moderator 
9:OO-9:05 
9:05-9:35 
9:35- 1 O:O5 

lO:O5- tO:35 

opening of registration 

Lunch 
Salatu Jumu'ah 

Islam: .4 Gift and Gutdance from Allah 

300 Level Pratt Street L.obby 

400 Level Ball RoomJBanquet Hall 
100 L e ~ e l  Swing HallTrayer Hall 

100 Level Hall E'Mam Auditorium 

Br. Naeem Saroya 
Recitatmn from the Holy Qur'an 
Introduction of the Program Br. Zulfiqar Ali Shah 
Remarks of the Convention Chairman Br. Ashrof Uz Zapan Khan - 
U'elcome address by the Mayor of Baltimore City 
Welcome by Locai Muslim Community Br, h4aqbool Patrl 
Welcome Address by the ICNA Anleer Dr. Mohammad Yunus 
Introduction of Dignitaries Br. Naeem Saroya 
l o u [ h  cind the Issue ufIslumic Ideurin. Br- .4ltaf Husain 
,-Ippiii.nrions ?/ls/irn~ic Fiqh and h m g  Gi'nrr~rion Dr. M. Maghroui 

Salatul 'Asr 

Youths: Beacons of Light from the Past 

Br. Bashir Malik 
Recitation from the Holy Qur'an 
Prophei Yzrsu$ A jWotit.1 oj 'C!asti~ 

Prophet Is7mt 'il: A .Vodcl of Ohedict~ce 
Abls 'ab B. 'Liuair, MLI 'mt?wr a d  Mu 'cra ': 
L ' , ~ u t ~ a  bin Zit id, iW~thrrmr)~d bin Qrrs im 

Dinner 

Salatul hlaghrib 

American Culture: Challenges and Solutions 

100 Level Swing HalliPrayer Hall 

100 Level Hall EI'Main Aditorium 

Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Shah 
Imam Mohammad Naseem 
Br. Abdul Malik Mujahid 

400 Level Ball Room:Banquet Hail 

100 Level Swing HaliTrayer Area 

100 Level Hall E,'Main .4uditoium 

Br. Jibril Amin 
Recitation of  the Holy Qur'an 
Constituei~t Elements ofAmericnn Cul(ztve and Thought Dr. Sulayman Nayang 
Secularisnl, Liberalism, Mciterialisnz: Roots and chnlienges Br. Karoon Siddiqi 
iskznzic Response to the Chnlki~nges oflnrilrican Czilt~rre Dr. Muzzamnl i 1 Siddiqui 



Salatul Fajr H~l ton  Hotel. O m n ~  Hotel Ball Room> and C o n ~ e n t ~ o n  Centsr 
razkeer Dr  Irfan Khan, Dr ,411 Sula~rnan All. Imam .41 A m ~ n  4bdul L a i ~ f  

Youth: Facmg chalienges 
. -- - - . - - - 

- -- 100 L e ~ e l  Hall E h l a ~ n  4ud1torium --.. . - -  Session Four 
********** 
9:OO- I2:O5an1 
Modeator 
09:OO-09:05 
09:OS-09:35 
09:35-10:05 
10:05-10:35 
10:35-11:05 
1 1:OS- 1 1:35 
11:35-12:05 

Imam Jarnil Al-Amin 
Imam Siraj Wahhaj 
Dr. M. Maght-oui 
Dr. Mohammad Yunus 
BrAbdaflah Adhami 

Dr. Abdullah Idrecs Ali 

Lunch 400 Level Ball Roorn~Banyuct Hall 

Salatul Zuhr 100 Level Swing Hali'Frayer Hall 
= -. 

Session Five 
********** 
01 :45-03:15 
Moderator 
01:45-01:50 
0 150-0220 
02:20-03: 1.5 

Br. Khurshid Khan 
Rscitation from the Holy Qur'an 
d Dralogue Beh~een  Christranirj and isiatn 

. - - -  - -. 

Quest~ons and Answers 
Dr Zulfiqar XI1 Shah 

- -- - 

100 - L e ~ e l  - Hall E h1a1n A u d ~ t o r ~ u m  - -- - Session Six 
*-* * ** *Y * * 
03:30-05:30 

Sisters' Scssian !.Parallel SessGfin-UrduLI 
Arabic and Bangla for Brothers and Young hluslirns) 

Salatul ',4sr 100 Level Swing HalL'Prayer Hall 

Session Seven 
*********** 
06:OO-7:30 
Moderator 
06:OO-06:05 
06:05-06:35 
06:35-07:05 

Contemporary Struggle- 1 -- . - .  - - - - -  - 100 Level Hall EIMain Aud~torium 
- 

Br. Zaheer Uddin 
Recitation from the Holy Qur'an 
The Ummnh ,4spimtlons and Chuiienyes Br. Qazi Husa~n  Xhmad 
The Isinnirc Movewent of BangaiarJesh . The ,Vew Horr;ons Prof. Ghulam Azam 

Dinner 400 Levsl Ball Roorn;Banquet Hall 

Salatul Maghrib 100 Level Swing HalliPrayer Hall 
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Session Eight 
***********  
09:OO-1100 
Moderator 
u9:OO-09:05 

ICPV'A: The Hope and Realities 
We are at Your Service 

I00 Level Hall EiMain Auditorium 

Br. Ashrafuz Zaman Khan 
Reatation from the Holy Qur'an 
Tar.bll*a, Du 'wah, Tclnzeem, IVSI, Sound Lislon, 
RelleJ: ntld The .Lfessage 
Ii~jhuq Dr. Abduiiah Idrees Ali 

Salatul ' Isha 100 Level Swing HalliPrayer Hall 

Poetry and Anasheed I00 Level Swing Halli'Prayer Hall 

3anday July 3,1999 

:.30-5:OO Salatul Fajr Hilton Hotel. Omni Hotel Ball Rooms and Convention Center 

Session Nine 
*********** 
Moderstor 
09:OO- 1 1 :@Oarn 

Session Ten 
11:OO-12:05 
Moderator 
1 1 :00-11:05 
11:05-1 130  
11:30-1 l:55 
1 1  :55-1220 

Session Eleven 
************ 
Moderator 
07: 15-03:45 

Imam Mohammad Naseem. Dr. ~ b d u l l a h  Idris Ali and Dr. Mohammad Yunus 

Open House - - .. - 100 Level Hall EiMain Auditorium 

Br. Haider Ali Bhuyan 
Questions and Answers with Dr. .4dam al-Shaikh, Dr. Mohammad Yunus, 
Dr. Abdullah Idrees A1 

Contemporary Struggle-2 

Br. Marghub Syed 
Recitation from the Holy Qur'an 
Kclshniir: The Lost Paradise 
Kosovn: The Open Wozrnds 
Paiestine: The First Qiblah 

Lunch 
Salatul Zhur 

Dr. Ayyub Thukar 
Imam Zulqarnain Wardar 

Shaikh M. Siyaam 

400 Level Ball RoomiBanquet Hall 
100 Level Swing Hall/Prayer Hall 

100 Level Hall ElMain Auditorium 

Br. Faraz Iqbal 
R s g n i z i n g  the . Muslim . - - -- Talent - 

Concluding Remarks and Du'a Dr. Mohammad Yunus 

ICNA Souvenir '99 



PARALLEL SESSIONS 

Sisters' Wing 
Fr~day July 2. 1999 E n g l ~ h  Sessron 300 L e ~ e l  Xleetlng Rooniq 333>341 

09- 1 1 :00 pm Our Role .\fodels 
_ _ l - _ _ _ _ C _ _ _ _ _ _ d - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Sr Iman Bada\\ I 

Iifenl .Approrrcites C 'erws Reid 4pprnucRe~ 
Sr. Xnla Shabazz 

Saturday, July 3. 1999 English Session 100 Level Hall E'hlain Auditorium 

3:30-5:30 pm Aim of Lijk - LifE witltout .4im 
S r .  Rehana Sadiq 
Talk Show 
Youth Problems mzd So1lrtiort.s 

versus 
rCfotiier's Problrnrs and Solutions 
Sr. .4isha klohammad. Sr. Amina Mohanlmad 
Sr. Qudsia Haq. Sr. Fatima Beip 
Sr. Rehana Sadid. Sr. Aisha Tariq 
Meet the Councelors 
Sr. Ama Shabazz, Sr. Rose h l a n  Chadwick. 
Sr. Iman Badawi. Sr. N. S h a r e d  

Saturday, July 3, 1999 
3:30-5:30 

Sunday. July 4. 1999 
9:00- 1 1 :00 am 

Youne Muslims (Girls) 

Sunday, July 4, 1999 
9:OO- 11:00 am 

Getting Closer to ,411ah 
Through tire Concept of A c c o u n t ~ b i l i ~ ~  
Br. M .  Maghroui 
.Wninrrhing the Balrcnre 
Imam Janlil XI-Amin 

Building a Strotzg ,Vetuwh- fur l'urrtiz 
Br. Saffgt Catovic 
Muslim Ibuth: ,Vew Perspective 
Br. Salman Ali Room > 337-338 

Open House Room 349+350 

Recognizing Muslim Talent 
Room 347+348 

Room 337+338 

O w  Role Mociel 
Struggle for Knowledge 
Sr. Iman Badawi 
Kicking Shaytan to the Ctr rb 
Sr. Ama Shabazz 
A Message 
Sr. Mamoona Choudry 

MSX Actiirism U'orkshop 3 2 
Br. Altaf Husa~n  
Br. Nurnan Siddiqui 
Room 349+350 



Brothers Sessions _ _ - - - - - 
Fridav. July 2. 1399 

7 - 
_c----- 

9:00- 1 1.00 prn 
Shaikti Shakir .-11-Sysd 

BI.. .4shrafLiz Zalnan K h m  Br. Zuliiqar Ali S h i h  -- 

Room 345+346 Room 3471348 

___I I___- I - - - - - -________I___I I__-__________ 

31.. ]-dab. July 3. L999 
______-_--_----_-_LI_III__-_______I__I____ 

c3 011- 1 1 00 am Q a z ~  Husa~n Ahmad 

Br Nacem Saroya 

Room 339 > 342 

Surfing the Islamic W e b  
30,000 + Sites of lsiarnlc [mere 
Powerful Search Engine 
Audio, Video, and News Sites 
Action Alerts 
Direct C o m a  to Congress 
Matrimonial Linkage 
Free Cards 
Charity and Evem Hosting 
and more! 

One of the fastest growing Islamic Sites on the web 
Ph. 408.294.0423 = ernail: adverti se@muslman.mrn 
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great source n 

in for mat ion 
The Message Magazine 
166-26 8gL" Avenue. 
Jamaica, NY 1 1432 
(71 8) 658-5163 *Fax: (71 8) 6585069 

mail: Message@aol . corn 
P 0 Box: 31 3174, Jamaica, NY 71431 

Subscription rates: ( dm) 
0 1 year, 12 issues $25. 
0 2  years, 24 issues, $45. 
0 3  years, 36 issues, $54. 

Name: 

every month 
The Message: 
The voice of Muslim America. The magazine that delivers 
the Muslim World to your doorstep. Month after month. 
Year after year. The only Islamic news magazine in 
America that brings you Candid Stories, News and Views, 
Refreshing Ideas, Educational Input, and Balanced Coverage 
of Currents Events. The Magazine that stimuiates participates 
and educates The magazine that speaks to you 

Address 

, C@:-- State - Zip code: - -- 

Phone: ( ) 

Credit Curd OhfasterCard [7 Visa D~jscover  0.4mex 

-- 

ChecWMoney Order, payable to The Message (overseas subscriber< add %4n 00 prfrs  n*r * ~ * Q ~ ~ - ~ ~ - ~ - - \  



- ravel inc., 
2335 West Dcvon Avc., Src 202 Chicago IL 60659 

We Specialize in making wave1 arrangements to: 

%. - 
India, Pakistan 

Bangladesh, Mid East 

Europe, the Far East and Africa 

Call us at: 
phonc: 773-761 -3000 

fax: 773-76 1 -3020 
toll Sree: 1-888-383-4255 
e-mail: askfal@aoi.com 

passport and visa service also available upon request 



Adam's World 
Item # 7 10-027- $19.95 

Happy to Be a Musli 
item ii 1 1  0-028.51 3.95 

Finding Courage 
item r 110-033s $19.35 

Take me to the Kaba 
item il 11 0-050 5 1  3.95 

Kindness in Islam 
Item f 110-051 * 5 19.35 

Thank You Allah 
Item # 1 10-051 * $19.45 

Born to Learn 
! I s m  # 110-053. 51'3.95 

Home Sweet Home 
l i e n 1 # 7 ? 0  054 .519  9 5  

Ramadan Mlsbarak 
item: 1 I C i - 0 5 5 . $ 1 9  95 

Let's Pray! 
$tern% 1 !1) OZ4.519.95 

to Rea r Computer 

Phone: 312-226-0205 Fax: 312-226-7537 
Email: info@ssoundvision.com 




