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Equal Protection Under Law

* On July 25, 1995, Dr. Mousa Abu-Marzook, a 44-
year-old ULS. permancne resident of Palestinian ori-
gin, was derained at JFK airport by INS officials
when he returned with his wife and children from
Jordan. Carole Florman, an INS official, wld The
Washingron Pase that Abu-Marzook's name had sur-
faced in a terrorist lookour darabase. At the rime of
his deeention, the ULS. government did not charge



him with any criminal activicy. Two weeks later, the
government formally arreseed Abu-Marzook and
began excradition proceedings, acting on an exrradi-
ion request by lsrael. Stanley Cohen, a lawyer
defending Abu-Marzook, was quoted in the press
saying thar the case againse his client is political
rather than criminal. Dr, Abu-Marzook had served
as a political advocare for Hamas, which opposes the
Isracli-PLO) accord. Because he is incarceraced in a
maximum security prison, Abu-Marzook is not
allowed to mtend the Friday congregadional prayer.
A number of American Muslim and Arab-American
organizanons formed 2 commimee for his defense
(The Wixshingron Posr. July 28, and August 9, 1995).

* Lawyers defending Shaykh Omar Abdel Rahman
complain that his trial was far from Fee and fair
According to artorncy Abdeen Jabara, one particu-
larly troubling aspect of the rrial was the judge
decision on July 7, 1995, to deny a request by the
defense team eo call experts in Islamic jurisprodence
to restify. The judge’s reasoning was thar the trial was
about terrorism, not shour religion, However. the
defense argued that a crucial point in the case was
the narure and meaning of some Islunic cerminolo-
gy, such ss farwa (religious opinion). The prosecuror
argued thar the fassa which sanetioned political vio-
lence amounted to an order 0 commit crime. The
defense dispured thar inteepretation, insisting that
defendant was expressing opinions, not giving
orders. The blind deric, who scrves a life sentence in
a maximuim securiey prison, 15 not allowed o atend
Friday prayers (The Abd” Al Rabwman Repore,
MNewslerrer of the Committee to Free Sheikh Omar

Abdel Rahman, July/August/Scprember 1995).
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