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Mr. Timothy Geithner

Secretary

United States Department of the Treasury
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C, 20220

Dear Secretary Geithner:

Viva Palestina (VP), a UK based “charitable” organization with an affiliate in the United States
(VP-USA), actively provides financial and political support to Hamas, a designated Foreign Terrorist
Organization. Based upon their activities during the past year, as outlined in greater detail below, VP
should be designated under Executive Order 13224 for its support of Hamas.

VP has consistently provided “material support” as defined at 18 U.S.C. § 2339B to Hamas in the

form of “convoys” sent to Gaza. The first VP convoy, a UK initiative, entered Gaza on March 9, 2009.
Once in Gaza, the convoy was warmly received by Hamas officials, including Ismail Haniyeh, leader of the

“political wing” of Hamas.' VP gave thousands of British pounds of aid and tens of vehicles to the Hamas
government. The convoy also included 12 ambulances, a fire engine and 1 million pounds (approximately
$1.4 million L S.), which was directly given to Ziad al-Zaza, the Economy Minister of the Hamas
government. VP founder and creator George Galloway acknowledged his direct contribution to Hamas
when stating:

1, personally, am about to break the sanctions on the elected government of Palestine.
By Allah, we carried a lot of cash here. You thought we were all fat. We are not fai.
This is money that we have around our waists ... We are giving you now 100 vehicles
and all of the contents. And we make no apology for what I am abouwt 1o say: We are
giving them to the elected government of Palestine; to the Prime Minisier Ismail
Haniyeh.j

The second VP convoy, a U.S. endeavor, departed New York in early July with approximately 200
Americans. The convoy gave the donations it raised through fundraising events in the United States to an
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organization in Gaza called Expertise in Consulting and Development (CODE), * a group which has
received funding from the Union of the Good, designated by the U.S. under Executive Order 13224 in
2008.°

{n preparation for the trip, VP-USA held more than 20 fundraisers in cities throughout the United
States between April and June 2009, Galloway traveled around the country and spoke at most of the
fundraisers, some held at college campuses. A fundraiser on July 2™ 2009 in Kansas City raised $103,000
in a single evening, That night Galloway also claimed to have raised $2 million for the convoy in the U.S.°

Due to a blockade imposed by Egypt, the U.S. group spent only 24 hours in Gaza, meeting with
Haniyeh” and visiting Hamas run-facilities, such as the Ministry of Prisoners® whose mission is to help
families of Palestinian martyrs in Israeli jails.

In addition to direct contributions to Hamas and contributions via a Hamas-linked NGO, VP has
also provided political cover for the terrorist organization. During the March 2009 convoy, Galloway
stated, "This is not charity. This is politics.” Galloway's sentiments echoed among leaders of the U.S.
convoy. At a July send-off rally in Brooklyn, speaker and Palestinian activist Lamis Deek told the crowd:
"It's not about charity... but in every way that we cut it, it is political.” She added:

[1]n choosing Hamas, what they chose was one united Palestinian stare on all of the
1948 territories from the north to the very south. That is what Palestinians chose. And
in supporting Palestinian choice we are saying we support their right to liberation
from violent colonialism.

The third VP convoy (VP-3), consisting of approximately 100 vehicles, left London for Gaza on
December 6" with plans to arrive in Gaza on December 277, The convoy is an international effort, with
groups joining from the UK, the U.S. and dozens of other countries. Partnering with the radical British
group Palestine Solidarity Campaign, the convoy raised most of its money in the UK through fundraising
events as well as online and mail in donations. The convoy also partnered with Turkish-based IHH, an
organization which was banned by the Israeli government in 2008 for its ties to Hamas.” IHH has provided
approximately 80 vehicles, while VP-USA contributed 47 vehicles.
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Given the above, the United States Department of Treasury should swiftly take action to designate
Viva Palestina as a supporter of a Foreign Terrorist Organization, and thus prevent this group from
continuing to provide material and/or financial aid to Hamas.

Sincerely, ,

Sue Myrick l
Member of Congress

Ce:

Mr. Stuart A. Levey

Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence
United States Department of the Treasury



