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to questions about self-worth and
related identity problems. These
frustrated young men often meet
their affiliative needs in male-only
groups and their identity needs

by becoming devout Muslims.
Unfortunately, many such indig-
enous groups are susceptible to the
violent teachings of charismatic
jihadists and radical prison “imams”
because Westernized Muslims and
national African-American leaders
are not seen as authentic role models
(Moghaddam, 2006). Jail and prison
inmates often consider themselves
victims of society, and conversion to
militant Islam provides them with
not only an explanation of their
failures, but a course of action which
allows them to strike back.

Conclusion

In summary, terrorism may more
robustly be described as the product
of group dynamics. While certain
individual terrorists may be devel-
opmentally disabled, psychotic,
or psychopathic, these afflictions
do not explain the vast majority of
terrorist acts. The developmentally
disabled are not true terrorists but,
in fact, may be more victim than
victimizer. Psychopaths are simply
too unpredictable to be of much use
to a terrorist group. Psychopaths
are generally unable to form the
intense interpersonal bonds that
enable terrorists to attack, murder,
and die together. Until the social and
theological conditions that spawn
conversion to religious terrorism are
modified, social psychology remains
the best discipline through which
this and other forms of terrorism can
be understood.

The vast majority of prisoners
radicalized in prisons and jails will
one day be released into the free
community. Some of them certainly
may develop into the homegrown
terrorists (Kennedy, Homant and
Barnes, 2008; Vidino, 2009) who
many homeland security experts
believe will constitute a greater
threat to America’s citizens than al
Qaeda operatives from abroad. To
the extent American corrections offi-
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cers are able to recognize the signs
and symptoms of conversion to a
jihadist ideology, antiterrorist and
counterterrorism measures may be
implemented. Although only a small
percentage of converts turn radical
beliefs into terrorist action (Hamm,
2008), America must be prepared to
respond to those who do.c%
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