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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: H E. BOVIS
DATE/CASE ID: 30 JUL 1998 199701870

STATE FOR S/CT, NEA/ARN, L/LEI
E.0. 12958: N/A \
TAGS: PTER, ASEC, PREL, KISL, KPAL, Jo, IS, US

SUBJECT: EMBASSY RECEIVES HAMAS AND ISLAMIC ACTION FRONT
PROTESTS OF THE DECILSION TO EXTRADITE ABU MARZUQ

REF: 95 AMMAN 8068 AND PREVIOUS

1. THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FAXES FROM HAM2AS AND JORDAN'S
ISLAMIC ACTION FRONT (IAF) PARTY CRITICIZING THE RECENT U.S.
COURT RULING THAT HAMAS POLITICAL OFFICE DIRECTOR MUSA MUHAMMAD
ABU MARZUQ IS EXTRADITABLE TO ISRAEL. THE HAMAS FAX IS AN 11 MAY
LETTER, FAXED THE SAME DAY, TO PRESIDENT CLINTON FROM HAMAS
POLITICAL OYFICE DEPUTY DIRECTOR KHALID MASH'AL WARNING THAT THE,
EXTRADITION OF ABU MARZUQ WILI, TARNISH THE U.s. IMAGE IN THE
REGICN AND CONSTITUTES "AN EXTREMELY SERIOUS ESCALATION. THAT
THREATENS SECURITY AND STABILITY, ...RAISES TENSION AND BODES
SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES." MASH'AL ALSO APPEALS FOR PRESIDENT
CLINTCON TO INTERVENE ON ABU MARZUQ'S BEHALF. : :

/¢

THE IAF, WHICH IS THE POLITICATL, ARM OF JORDAN'S MUSLIM
BROTHERHOOD, ON 13 MAY FTAXED A PRESS RELEASE DATED THE SAME DaY.
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IT ASSERTED THAT THE DECISION TO EXTRADITE ABU MARZUQ WILL
CONTRIBUTE TOQ THE GROWING THE GAP BETWEEN "THE AMERICAN PECGPLE
AND THE ARAB AND ISLAMTC NATICONS" AND DEMONSTRATE THAT U.S.
EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES ARE "CAPTIVE TO THE
ZIONIST WILL.Y" LOCAL MEDIA HAVE REFPORTED THE IAF'S STATEMENT BUT
NOT THE HAMAS LETTER. THE HaMas rF2X DID NOT INCLUDE THE
ORIGINATING PHONE NUMBER, BUT IT APPEARS TC HAVE BEEN SENT FROM .
THE SAME MACHINE USED FOR THE IAF FAX, WHICH THE EMBASSY BELIEVES
‘IS IN IAF HEADQUARTERS.

3. EMBASSY NOTES THAT THE FAXES FOLIOW A SIMILAR PATTERN TO
THOSE IT RECEIVED LAST JULY IN RESPONSE TO ABU MARZUQ'S ARREST.

4. THE FOLLOWING IS THE EMBASSY'S UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION QF THE
FAXES.

BEGIN TEXT OF THE HAMAS LETTER:
11 MAY 1996
HIS EXCELLENCY BILL CLINTON

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

GREETINGS,

THE JUDICTIAL AUTHORITIES IN YOUR COUNTRY ON MAY 8, 1996, ADOPTED
THE UNJUST DECISION OF HANDING OVER OF DR. MUSA ABU MARZUQ,
PRESTDENT OF THE POLITICAL BUREAU OF THE ISLAMIC RESISTANCE
MOVEMENT (HAMAS), TO THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES.

DR. MUSA ABU MARZUQ IS ONE OF THE POLITICAL SY¥MBOLS. OF THE
PALESTINIAN PECPLE WHO HAS DEVOTED IHIS LIFE TO THE SERVICE OF HIS
DPEQPLE THROUGH HIS LEGITIMATE POLITICAL STRUGGLE TC END ISRAELT
OCCUPATION OF THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES. HE HAS NEVER CAUSED
ANY HARM TO U.S. INTERESTS, NOR HAS HE EVER VIOLATED ANY U.S.
LAWS. THERETFORE, THE DECISION TO UNJUSTLY HAND HIM OVER TC THE
ISRAELI AUTHORITIES CONTRADICTS WITH THE UNITED STATES' SLOGANS
ON JUSTICE, DEMOCCRACY AND RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS.

CUR PALESTINIAN PECPLE AND THE ARAB AND ISLAMIC NATIONS VIEW THIS
UNJUST DECISION AS A BLATANT BIAS IN FAVOR OF THE ISRAELI
GOVERNMENT, AND A HOSTILE QORIENTATION DIRECTED AGATNST THE ARABS
AMD MUSLIMS. THIS DECISION IS AN EXTREMELY SERIQUS ESCATATION
THAT THREATENS SECURITY AND STABILITY IN THE REGICN IT WILL RAISE
TENSION IN THE SITUATION AND BODES SERICUS CONSEQUENCES.
FURTHERMORE, THIS DECISION DEMONSTRATES YOUR ADMINISTRATION'S
DISREGARD FOR THE FEELINGS QF THE ARAB AND ISLAMIC NATIONS. THIS
DECISION WILL BLEMISH THE IMAGE OF THE UNITED STATES AND CAUSE IT
TO LOSE ITS CREDIBILITY IN THE REGIGON IT WOULD THREATEN ITS
STRONG AND CLOSE TIES WITH THE STATES AND PEOPLES OF THE ARAB AND
MUSLIM WORLDS, WHICH VIEW THIS UNJUST EXTRADITION DECISTON WITH
DEEP DISPLWASURE AND ANGER.
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WE DENOUNCE THIS UNJUST DECISION BY YOQUR ADMINISTRATION AND CaALL
ON YOoU TO REVOKE THIS DECISTON THAT WILL HARM THE CREDIBILITY,
RESPECT, AND INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES IN THE REGION. WE
CALL ON YOU TO STOP THE CONFISCATION OF DR. MUSA ABU MARZUQ'S
FREEDOM AND TO SECURE HIS IMMEDIATE RELEASE, HOPING THAT YCQOUR
EXCELLENCY WILL RESPOND TO THIS CALL. A WISE MOVE BY YOU IN TEIS
REGARD COULD HAVE A VERY POSITIVE IMPACT ON YOUR IMAGE AND
RELATIONS WITH THE REGION'S PEOPLES.

PLEASE ACCEPT OUR BEST REGARDS AND RESPECT.

KHATID MASH'AL

VICE PRESIDENT OF THE POLITICATL BUREAU OF
THE ISLAMIC RESISTANCE MOVEMENT {HAMAS)
PALESTINE

END TEXT
BEGIN TEXT OF THE TIAF PRESS RELEASE:

STATEMENT BY THE ISLAMIC ACTION FRONT PARTY ON THE U.S. COURT'S
DECISTON TO EXTRADITE DR. MUS2 ABU MARZUQ '

IT WAS WLITH DEEP REGRET AND SORROW THAT WE LEARNED OF THE U.S.
FEDERAL COURT'S DECISION TO EXTRADITE DR. MUSA ABU MARZUQ,
PRESIDENT OF THE POLITICAL BUREAU OF THE ISLAMIC RESISTANCE
MOVEMENT (HAMAS) TO THE ZIONIST AUTHORITIES IN OCCUPIED
DATESTINE. )

THIS DECISION WAS TAKEN AT THE REQUEST OF TKE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES
AND CAME CONWNTRARY TO THE EXPECTATIONS OF OBSERVERS. DR. MUSA ABU
MARZUD IS A POLITICIAN WHO EXFERCISES A LEGITIMATE RIGHT FOR A
JUST CAUSE AND A RIGHT GUARANTEED BY DIVINE RELIGIONS AND
INTEENATIONAL ILAWS. HE IS KNOWN FOR HIS POLITICAL FLEXIBILITY
AND RATIONAL STANDS, AND HIS ARREST BY THE U.S. AUTHORITIES AND
THE DECISION TO EXTRADITE HIM TO THE ISRAELT AUTHORITIES IS MERE
SUBMISSION TQ THE Z2IONIST WILL. '

THE DECTSION OF THE U.S5. CAQURT TO HAND HIM OVER TO THE OCCUPATIDN
AUTHORITIES MEANS THAT THE U.S. EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE AND LEGAL
AUTHCRITIES HAVE BECOME CAPTIVE TO THE ZIONIST WilL.

THE ISLAMIC ACTION FRONT PARTY DEEPLY REGRETS THIS DECISION AND
APPEALS TO THE U.5. LEGAL AUTHORITY NOT TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH
THIS STAND THAT WILL HARM ITS INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION.
FURTHERMORE, THIS DECISION WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE WIDENING OF THE
GAP BETWEEN THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND THE ARAB AND ISLAMIC NATIONS
WHICH VIEW THIS DECISION NOT ONLY AS AN INJUSTICE THAT AFFECTS
DR. MUSA ABU MARZUQ, BUT AS AN AGGRESSION AGATNST ALL ARABS AWD
MUSLIMS, AND EVEN AN AGGRESSION AGAINST RIGHT AND THE TRUTH.

AT THE SAME TIME, THE ISLAMIC ACTION FRONT PARTY REGRETS THIS
. NEGATIVE STAND BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE ARAB AND TSLAMIC WORLDS

WHICH NTH NOT ACT QN THIS NECTSTMAN WOITE MED NEoSooxTyr.
SERIOUSHESS. '

/T A, N RARLRRT oAy Y - e - — -



CLAS AMMAN 04299
Page 4 of 4

THEREFORE, WE CALL ON ALL THE COVERNMENTS OF THE ARAB AND ISLAMIC
WORLDS AND ALIL DEFENDERS OF HUMAN RIGHTS TO RAISE THEIR VOICES
AND DEMAND THE ABOLITION QF THLS DECISION AND THE RELEASE QF DR.
MUSA ABU MARZUQ, A PRISONER OF OPINION AND POLITICAL STRUGGLE.

'SECRETARY GENERAL

OF THE TISLAMIC ACTION FRONT PARTY
“MAY :

13, 1996

DR. ISEAQ AL-FARHAN

END TEXT
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