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il  r 
T ~ E  NM CHOSEh FOR THIS GROUP: T-C+&)~ \C3& A\ &-;: -, -. 7 . 2  

"JAM'IYYAT IJL-1SLAli IS-SAH!.?EH1', MUS1 BE ACKNOWLEDGED AS OUR TITLE FOR ALL OF 
r ~-..  

THE REASONS 1 ? L A M ' ~ D E N T ~ F ~ E S  THE TRUE MUSLWS. . &  - - , ( JAEillYYAli): 

NUNS WHEN TRANSLATED: ASSEMBLY, ORGANIZATION, SOCIETY OR INSTITUTION; ALL 

OF THESE DEFlNlTIONS APPLY FOR THIS GROUP, FOR WE RAVE OR I S  I N  T M  PROCESS 

OF A S S ~ I B L ~ N G  ALL THOSE OF THE A~~L-SUNNAI~ W A I L  JAMA'AT WHO ARE ON GUIDANCE 

WITH ThE CORRECTAQEEDAH OR CREED U&uER A CENTRAL GOVERhlNG BOBY OF PIOUS AND 

QUALlFIED LEADERSHIP, A SOCIETY WITHIN A SOCIETY l%AT STANDS FOR THE PRlNClPLES 

T U T  ARE EMBODIED 1 N  THE DlCTATES OF iSL4M ORIGlHAL, WITHOUT TAE LEAST BIT 

OF COMPROMlSE I N  TBE AREA OF GOVERNMENT AND AENlSTRATlVE AUTHORITY, AN 

ORGANlZATlON: THAT ADHEARS AND PROTECTS, BUT I S  NOT OPPRESSED BY I T S  LEADERS. 

KNOWLEDGE AS WELL AS EEiOTlONAL INPUT ARE ACCEPTED FROM ALL OF I T S  MNBERS 

ON ANY lSSUE CONCERNING THE GOVERNING OF THIS MOVEMENT. WE ARE (1F.QUALIFlED) . . 
ALLOWED TO DlFFER WITH OUR LEADERSHIP I N  AREAS OF LAW, FOR THIS INSTITUTlON: 

1s BUILT UPON THE GREATEST MINDS OF I S M  AFTER THE PROPHET (SAWS), HIS  FAMILY, 

AND COWANIOhS. THE FOUR ACCEPTED LMAMS OF ISLAM, THEIR PIOUS AND KNOWLEDG- 

ABLE STUDENTS AND FOLLOWERS TILL OUR TlME ARE ALL REPRESENTED WITHIN OUR 

GROUP. 

z W 1  \ ( A L - I S M I S - S A H W ) :  NEAJiS WHEN TRANS- 

VALID, ACCURATE, EXACT OR GlNUlNE I S M .  -OUR iSLAM I S ,  T H E I S M ,  PRESENTED TO 

US BY THE PROPHET OF ALLAH MUHAMMAD 1BN ABDULLAH (SAWS). WE ARE KNOWN TO 

ENBODY THE CORRECT- REPRESENTATION OF THOSE WHO ARE KNOWN BY THE FAMOUS HADITH 

OF THE PROPHET (SAWS) AS THE "SAVED SECT", THOSE ON RIGHT GUIDANCE FROM THEIR 

LORD ALLAti (SWT), WHO UPHOLD THE LEGAL ThEORY AS WELL AS THE THEOLOGY OF 

PIUflAMMAD (SAWS), AS WAS PASSED WWN FROM HlEi TO HIS COMPANIONS, TO THE T A B I ' I , '  

TO THE TABI'I  TABI'UN ETC. THE AHL-SUNNAH WA-'L JAh'AH WHO TRULY AND UNQUES- 

TIONABLY UPHOLD AND PROPAGATE THE TEACHINGS OF THE SALAF-(EARLY GENERATION) 

i S  WHO WE ARE A N D  OUR PROTOCOL, THIS BOOK: GIVES OUR DESCRIPTION, OUR PURPOSE, 

OUR AQEEDAH, OUR LANGUAGE AS WELL AS OUR LEGAL liETHOWMGIES. THUS YOU HAVE 

""ThE ASS&BLY OF AUTHENTiC ISLAM.""" 

I '  9 'I 
"-c+- 

MAY ALLAH(SWT)-BLESS OUR NOBLE AND SELFLESS INTENT~ON AND THIS ORIGINAL 

OUTLINE 1 N  A WAY THAT REACHES I T S  GOAL AND GAINS THE SUPPORT OF ALL TtiE 

BROTHERS OF THE AHL-SUNN& W A I L  JAFIA'AH. 
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me above  s a i d  H a d i t h  of  J i b r b e l  r e c o r d e d  by t h e  two Imams o r  H a d i t 6  B u k h a r i  and Muslim 

c l e a r l y  i l lus t ra te  t h e  b e l i e f  of t h e  Ahl-Sunnah Wa'L Jama'At, and d i s t i n e u i s h e s  w i t h o u t  a 
shadnw o f  a doub t  the b e l i e v e r s  from t h e  non -be l i eve r s  a s  w e l l  a s  from t h e  a c c u r s e d  h y p o c r i t e .  

~ -- - 

On its a l l  i t  d e s c r i b e s  t o  u s  is our  aqeedah;  Yet t h i s  H a d i t h ,  a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
J amivya t  U1-Islami S a h i h ;  i m n l i e s  mnch, much , more. It s t r e n e t h e n s  t h e  c a u s e  of t h e  t r u e  

M u T M i n  and  throunh its wisdom b r i n g s  f r o t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t e a c h i n g  e t i q u e t t e  of  t h e  madra sah  

sys t em e s t a b l i s h e d  hy t h e  P rophe t  (SAW) Himse l f ,  and i m i t a t e d  by a l l  t h o s e  o f  t h e  f i rs t  t h r e e  
blesses g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  whom Al l ah  (SWT) as  g i v e n ,  i n  h i s  bnok; t h e  assurance ,oY t h e  Garden  
(9:100)  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  t h o s e  r i g h t l y  e u i d e d  s c h o l a r s ,  Imams, M u l l a ' s  and l e a r n e d  men of o u r  
blesses IUl- who've p r o t e c t e d  and a n p l i e d  t h e  l e g a l  methodologies  of t h e  f r iu r  "accepted1 '  
s c h o o l s  o f  I s l a m i c  s a c r e d  l aw ,  hence  keeping  I s l a m i c  n r d e r  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  o u r  l a n d s  a n d  
c u l t u r a l  b a l a n c e  amongst t h e  M u s l i m  people  d e s p i t e  t h e  e o v e r y e n t a l  t y r a n n y  and p p n r e s s i o n  
of t h e  I s l a m i c  S h a r i a h  Sys tems .  

T h i s  method o f  p a s s i n g  on t h e  s a c r e d  knowledge of t h e  "four"  has gone on s i n c e  t h e  d e a t h  
o f  t h e  l a s t  of t h e  o i o u s  Imams. Ahmad I b n  Hanbal (RA), th rough many o f  t h e i r  f a i t h f u l  
d i s c i p l e s .  T h i s  knowledne i s  o f  s u c h  impor t ance  t o  I s l a m  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  most 
a u t h o r a t i v e  o f  s c h o l a r s  amongst t h n s e  who l i v e d  a f t e r  Imam S h a f i e  s a i d  t h a t :  "Be fo re  
ash-Shaf ie ,  we would n o t  know what was t h e  ab roga t ed  o r  t h e  a b r o e a t i n g  v e r s e s  o f  t h e  Quran  
and Hadith."  It was this o i o u s  Imam who, a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y  under  minor  T a b i ' i  ( i . e .  Imam's 
m l i k ,  S h a f i e ,  Hana f i ,  and Hanbal)  dev i s ed  a svs tem which came t n  be known a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
of a l l  t h e  s c h o o l s  of l a w ;  Usul-U1-Fiqh. Unde r s t and ina  t h i s ,  we wnnder how a Derson r a n  c a r r y  
on t h i s  l e g a c y  and t h e  l e g a c i e s  of the o t h e r  g r e a t  Imams of t h e  Ahl-Sunnah Wa'L-Jama'at by 
u s i n g  t h e  h a d i t h  of  J i b r e l  a s  a  c a t a p n l t  from which we w i l l  be  t h r u s t  o f f  i n t o  t h e  movement 
t o  de fend  o u r  way; and  I s a y  t h a t  w e  do t h i s  bv a p o l y i n g  its' wisdom, t h e o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
and its' i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

We f i n d  i n  o u r  t i m e  many ~ e o ~ l e  be ing  r a i s e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t r u e  gu idance .  They 
have i n h e r i t e d  t h e  c u l t u r a l  ways n f  t h e  wes tp rn  k u f f a a r  s ta tes  and h a s  d i s c a r d e d  t h e  v e r y  
c r u c i a l  r o l e  t h a t  I s l a m i c  S c h o l a r s ,  E l d e r s ,  and I m m s  p l a y  i n  t h e  d a i l y  work ings  of o u r  l i v e s .  
C a r e l e s s  d e b a t e s  of o u r  t h e o l o ~ y ,  which is a c t u a l l y  condemned by even  t h e  l owes t  r a n k i n e  
s c h o l a r  of I s l a m ,  a r e  be ing  s e n s e l e s s l y  engaged i n ,  as we71 a  t h e  c h a l l e n g i n g :  wi tho t l t  
knowledge,  t h e  s c h o o l s  of j u r i s n r u d e n c e  f o r  which w e  a s  Muslims owe r h e  a u t h e n t i c  Drooaga t ion  
of ou r  r e l i g i o n  t o .  The re  i s  no  gu idance ,  t h i s  ( i n  t h e  w e s t )  i.= g r e a t l y  d11e t n  t h ~  l a c k  of 
l e a d e r s h i p ,  n u a l i f i e d  s c h n l a r s  and o r g a n i z a t i n n s  w i t h i n  ou r  communit ips .  Imam J a ' F a r  As-Sadiq 
once s a i d :  

"Cont rover t  t h e  peop le  w i t h  my say ings , and  if the,' over  come you bv  argument .  i t  
w i l l  be  I who w i l l  be  c o n t r o v e r t e d . "  

B a s i c a l l y ,  t h i s  a d v i c e  g iven  t o  t h e  Muslims by t h e  a r e a t  and p i o u s  Imam o f  I s l a m  J a ' F a r  
As-Sadiq s e t s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n  t aken  by all q u a l i f i e d  s c h o l a r s  o f  Islam a s  well a s  
t h e  t r i b a l  o r  I s l a m i c  Shuvukh and Imams. It is a l l owed  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  o r  s u b i e c t  ( layman) 
amongst t h e  Muslims t o  g e t  himself  ( p e r s o n a l l y )  i n v o l v e d  i n  d e b a t e s .  If snme one  comes t o  
you w i t h  f o o l i s h  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  i s s u e s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  you n o r  t h e  q n e s t i o n e r  i f  s u i t e d  
( n u a l i f i e d )  t o  d i s c u s s ,  the p rope r  e t i q u e t t e  i n  this r e g a r d  is t o  r e l a y  t o  t h i s  person  t h e  
o n i n i o n  o f  your  s c h o o l  o f  f i q h  o r  t h e  p n s i t i o n  of vour  Shaykh, Teache r .  Imam, etc., because  
h e  w i l l  be  b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  defend  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  based o n  sound p r o o f s  and t r a d i t i o n a l  Islamic 
Legal  Methodologies .  

I t  i s  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  s e n s e l e s s  d e b a t e s ,  f o r  t h e  s t u d v  
o f  s a c r e d  law is t o  o e r f e c t  t h e  s o u 1  and t o  come i n t o  c o n f i d e n c e  a b o u t  t h o s e  a c t s  t h a t  t r u l y  
b r i n g  one  c l o s e r  t o  A l l ah  (SWT) a s  w e l l  a s  warn t h e  s o u l  o f  t h o s e  a r t s  which t a k e s  one away 
f rom A l l a h  (SWT) o r  can  b e  p u n i s h a b l e  by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Our Bro therhood h a s  l o s t  i ts '  way 
of  modes t ly  r e f e r r i n e  a  pe r son  t o  t h o s e  who Dossess t h e  g r e a t e r  knowledee. The s i n  and o r  
d e c e a s e  n f  p r i d e  h a s  come i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  Muslim. which is t o  s u b m i t ;  
t n  s u b m i t  t o  t h a t  which is r i g h t  and  correct. Imam J a ' F a r  As-Sadiq went on t o  f r r r t h e r  e l u c i d a t e  
t h e  wisdom o f  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  u s i n g  t h e  examnle Hisham I b n  Al-Hakam, h e  s t a t e s  t h a t :  

"A~II'L-Hudhavl Al-Allaf s a i d  t n  Hisham Ibn  Al-Hakam: 'I wish t o  have  a  c n n t r o v e r s y  
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w i t h  you nn  t he  cnnd3tlnn t h a t  I ou overcome 'JFd ~ 2 ' k ~ ? f 0 ~ 6 n p ~ a ~ ~ & 0 $ & h  and  if I 

yon, you m n s t  adont  mine." f i sham s a i d :  'YOU have no-t d e a l t  j ~ r s t l ~  w i t h  m e .  
~ ~ y ,  I w i l l  have  a  con t rove r sy  w i t h  you on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  i f  I overcome you. you  
will a c c e p t  my f a i t h ;  but i f  you overcome m e ,  I s h a l l  r e f e r  t o  my I m a m  ( f o r  a  Drooer  

7 11 a n s w e r ) .  

T h i s  answer ,  of Hishaam is one dese rv ing  of  mention and pnnderance .  S t i l d e n t s  of s a c r e d  
law, t h a t  are n r o p e r l y  being t u t o r e d  by a n  Imam o r  Shavkh, must t a k e  f rom t h a t  Shaykh a n d  
o r  t he  m n s t  a u t h o r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  h i s  s c h o o l  and p ropaga t e  them and  t h a t  'which is knnwn 
to  be t rue  and  a c c e p t e d .  The f o u r  s c h o n l s  nf Islamic Law o r  the Mathaahib  h a s - b ~ e n  unamious lv  
agreed unon by t h e  Muslim world t o  be snund. Yes, t hey  may d i f f e r  on some i s s u e s  of "Lawt' - 
t h a t  a r e  a rgued  e i t h ~ r  on u n c l e a r  p r o o f s  o f  human l o g i c ,  h u t  t h e i r  m e t h o d o l o g i e s  a re  a c c e p t e d  
by all t o  b e  a u t h e n t i c .  The layman Muslim o r  t h e  f o l l o w e r s  ' t a k e  t h e  r u l i n ~  o f  t h e  Imam o r  
leader who i s  ove r  him. who r e p r e s e n t s  a  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  one  of t h e  " f o u r "  s c h n o l s  a n d  
implement i t .  Only t h e  i g n o r a n t  ones  w i l l  c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  a n p l i c a t i o n ,  for  t h e  l e a r n e d  man 
knows t h a t  i t  is  o u r  du ty  t o  "fol low" and "nbev" t h o s e  who are i n  c h a r g e  or c h a r ~ e d  w i t h  

I ,  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  u s  (4:59); Are t h n s e  who know not, e a u a l  t o  t h o s e  who know?" 
If t h e r e  i s  a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  nnes  a p n l i c a t i o n ,  i t  "should" be  de fended  w i t h  a b e a u t i f u l  

speech and  t h e  p r n o f s  o r  words o f  t h e  Shaykh o r  Leader  t h a t  you are u n d e r .  T h i s  way, i f  t h e  
deba te r  is ovprcome, y o u b r i n g  him i n t o  t h e  f o l d  o f  o rgan i zed  Islam and  i f  you  are overcome,  
you r e f e r  him t n  you r  s n u r c e  t o  a rgue .  These  and s i m i l a r  l e s s o n s  are  l e a r n e d  f r o m  t h e  b l e s s e d  
Had i th  of J i b r e e l  a s  w e l l .  T h i s  a u t h e n t i c  (Sahih)  t r a d i t i o n  was r e c o r d e d  by many p e o p l e  f r o m  
t h e  p ~ o t e c t o r s  of Hadi th ,  such as: Imam Muslim, At-Tirmidh, Annasaa i ,  I b n  Majah ,  Ahmad, Abu 
Dawood, Al-Sayvhadi, I bn  f i b b a n ,  I b n  Kuzaimah, Al-Bazzaar, Abu Ya'La, Ad-Daraqutni ,  and  a 
ni~mber o f  o t h e r s ,  a l l  of  whnm can  be  r e l i e d  upon a s  t r u t h f u l  and a u t h o r a t i v e  H a d i t h  r e c o r d e r s  
and  f i v e  o f  who are  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  "s ix" ,  c o l l e c t i n n s  nf  Had i th  r e l i e d  unon by t h e  "smart" 
Muslims who 've  chosen  t h e  r i g h t  way. 

A s  is s e e n  above.  Al-Bukhari 's  name is no t  mentioned i n  t h e  list o f  r e c o r d e r s  o f  t h i s  
Had i th  f rom t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  cha in  o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  y e t  t h i s  Had i th  is, i n  fac t ;  r e c o r d e d  i n  
h i s  S a h i h  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  cha in  of t r a n s m i t t o r s .  Qadi  Iyad ,  t h e  m a l i k i  J u d g e  and o u t  o f  t h e  
mnst a u t h a r a t i v e  s c h o l a r s  o f  Islams H i s t o r v ,  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  S h i f a  h a s  s a i d  ( a b o u t  t h i s  
+ r t i c u l a r  Had i th )  t h a t  i t ,  "Covers o r  p n i n t s  t n  a l l  of t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  i n w a r d  and e x t e r n a l  
acts o f  wor sh ip .  It t o r l c h ~ s  uoon t h e  deeds  t h a t  n r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e x t e r n a l  o r g a n s  as w e l l  
as t h e  h e a r t . "  I ndeed ,  he  s t a t e d ,  "It c n v e r s  t h e  r - l i a i o n  t o  such  a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  a l l  of  t h e  
r e l i g i o n s  ( I s l a m ' s )  s c i e n c e s  a r e  found i n  i t  and branch  o u t  from it." ( K i t a a b  Al-Iman Min 
Ikhmaal A l - M m a l l i m  bi-Fawaa'id Saheeh Muslim). 

As ide  from t h e  r ecn rd ing  be ing  known a s  t h e  famous Had i th  of J i b r e e l ,  i t  is a l s o  known 
a s  Umm Us-Snnnah (Mother or Foundat ion  n f  t h e  Sunnah) i n  t h e  same way t h a t  w e  ca l l  A l - F a t i h a h  
Umm U1-Quran o r  Umm U1-Kitaab. B a s i c a l l y ,  as Shavkh Zaraboro  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  
Sunnah a s  a whnle. Some s a y  t h a t  i t ,  s i n c e  t h i s  H a d i t h  was r e c o r d e d ;  i u s t  b e f o r e  t he  f a r e w e l l  
o i l e r i m a g e ,  was a s  if t h e  Pronhet  (SAW), th rounh t h e  Angel J i h r e e l  (AS) ' s  l i n e  of q r i e s t i o n i n e ,  
was i n  f a c t  s l~mmar iz inn  of  t h e  R e l i g i o n  o f  I s l am,  h i s  message and m i s s i o n .  I n  nne o f '  t h e  
n a r r a t i o n s  t o  t h i s  h a d i t h ,  recorded i n  Sahih  Muslim, i t  beg ins  s a y i n e :  

"Abu H u r a i r a h  n a r r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Messenger o f  A l l a h  (SAW) s a i d ,  'Ask m e  ( abou t  m a t t e r s  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  Re l ig ion ) . '  However. t h e  people  a b s t a i n e d  frnm d o i n e  s o  because  t h e y  
were o v e r  awed o u t  of  orofound r e s p e c t  f o r  him. I n  t h e  meanwhile ,  a man came t h e r e  and  
s a t  n e a r  h i s  k n e e s  and s a i d ;  'Messeneer o f  A l l ah  (SAW), what i n  I s l am?"  ... 
It i s  recorded  h a t  accord inn  t o  Ibn  Ul-Ubavy (RA) t h e  r e a s o n  t h e  P r o n h r t  (SAW) s a i d :  

"Ask me",  is ber.ause they ( t h e  companions) were a s k i n e  many q l r e s t i o n s  and  t h e  P rophe t  (SAW) 
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  some were a sk ing  n b s t i n a t e l y .  T h e r e f n r e ,  he became ang ry  and  s a i d ,  "Ask me, 
a sk  me, f o r .  by A l l a h  (SIJT), you w i l l  no t  a sk  me abou t  a n v t h i n g  e x c e p t  t h a t  I s h a l l  tell 
you aborlt i t  a s  l onn  a s  I am s t a n d i n g  i n  t h i s  p lace ."  (Sah ih  Muslim). A f t e r  h e a r i n g  and s e e i n g  
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t h i s .  t h e  penp l e  r e f ~ a i n i a  %ma as  l n g  q u e s  I o n s .  A ~ Y &  '?d@!?O&%t e ~ ~ ~ % @ $ ~ ~ i b r e e l  (AS) 
t n  pu t  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  o u e s t i o n s  t p  t h e  P r o p h e t  (SAW). It is a l r e a d y  acknnwledged  bv t h e  w o r l d s  
n u a l i f i e d  S c h o l a r s  of  Islam a s  w e l l  as t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  Jnmivya t  U l - I s l a m  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
Hadi th  r e ~ r e s e n t s  t h e  l e g a l  and t h ~ o l o g i c a l  a s  w e l l  as t h e  mora l  f a b r i c  of  I s l a m ,  v e t .  its' 
r i r c u m s t a n c e s  f o r  r e v e l a t i n n  (Asbab Un-Nirzul) is e q u a l l y  o f  l e ~ a l  b e n e f i t  a n d  embod ie s  ereat  
S h a r i l i  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  The Gmnan ions  knew t h a t  t h e  Lega l  Realms o f  I s l a m  b a s i c a l l y  d e a l t  w i t h  
govern ing  a c t i n n s  i n t p r n a l  and e n t e r n n a l  i n  "five" ways, namely t h a t  which  is: 

* 
1 )  Haraam: Unlawful  and d e s e r v i n e  of s i n  o r  plrnishment e i t h e r  i n  t h i s  f i f e  o r  n e x t .  

- ,  

2 )  Fard  o r  Waajib: O b l i g a t o r y ,  t h a t  which i f  n n t  dnne w i l l  c a r r y  great s i n  o r  l o s s  
of p a r a d i s e ;  Repen t ance  is o b l i g a t n r y  f o r  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  t h e r e o f ,  and  i n  some cases 
punishment  is p r e s c r i b e d .  

3 )  Ha l aa l :  That which is p e r m i s s i b l e  y e t  n o t  h a v i n e  t o  b e  s a n c t i o n e d  e x p l i c i t l v  
by s a c r e d  law.  The  involvement  i n  i s  n e i t h e r  wor thy  o f  s i n  o r  r e w a r d .  

4 )  Mubah o r  Mustahab: That which is recommended and is wor thv  of r e w a r d  from t h e  
law-giver,  y e t  t h e  now performance t h e r e o f  d o e s  n n t  e n t a i l  s i n  o r  pun i shmen t .  

5 )  Makruh: Tha t  which is h a t e d  and t h e  a n p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i n g s  of t h i s  c a t e g o r y  is 
s a i d  t o  l e a d  t o  t h e  p r o h i b i t e d ,  vet t h e r e  is no  r eward  o r  s i n  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t .  

Ac t i ons  i n  I s l a m  were e i t h e r  go ing  t n  be o e r m i t t e d  o r  p r o h i b i t e d  a s  w e l l  as cnmmanded 
bv A l l a h  I s m ) ,  t h e  Most Hieh i n  Al-Quran n r  i n  The Sunnah o f  H i s  Messenge r  Muhammad I b n  
Abdul lah  (SAWS). According t o  t h e  ways t h a t  t h e  P r o o h e t  (SAW) nave  r u l i n e s  t h e y  were a l w a y s  
c o n s i d e r e d  e x p l i c i t  i n  some a r p a s  and i n - e x p l i c i t  i n  o t h e r s .  T h i s  may b e  t h e  r e a s o n  snme  
s c h o l a r s  t e n d  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  P r o o h e t s  (SAW) Sunnah embodies  acts t h a t  were g i v e n  h i s  s a n c t i o n  
o r  v e r b a l l y  ( T a c i t ) .  The nnn-verbal  l e g a l  r l t l i n g s  were o f  t h e  a p p r o v e d  t v p e s  a s  
i n  t h e  making o f  a  two Rakat S a l a t  by B i l a l  I bn  Rabah (RA)  a f t e r  e a r h  Wudu. T h i s  a r t ,  e v e n  
though i t  is a  B i d i a  ( n n t  of  t h e  p r o h i b i t e d  t v p e ) ,  b e i n g  t h a t  i t  was n o t  f r n m  t h e  a c t i o n s  
r e ro rded  i n  a Hadi th  a s  bein. frnm t h e  P r o p h e t  (SAWS), wan " t a c i t l y "  apnroved  by t h e  P r o p h e t  
(SAIJS) bv wav o f  a l l o w i n g  B i l a l  (RA) t o  per form t h i s  o r a v e r  i n  h i s  p r e s e n c e .  Y e t ,  a t  o t h e r  
t imes ,  t h e  Prophe t  (SAWS) would see c e r t a i n  Comoanions pe r fo rming  a c t s  t h a t  w e r e  c n n s i d e r e d  
c u l t u r a l l y  ahnormal  and worrld ahow d i s a p o r o v a l  w i t h o u t  e x o l i c i t l y  f o r b i d d i n g  t h e  a r t .  So .  
we can  s a f e l y  s a y  t h a t  t h o s e  a r t s  s a n c t i o n e d  by t h e  P r o o h e t  (SAW) of a  t a c i t  n a t u r e  o n l y  d e a l t  
w i t h  m a t t e r s  t h a t  were  w r i t t e n  down a s  a n  apnroved  a r t ;  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  B i l a l  (RA). (N:  
T h i s  was o n l y  ~ e r m i s s i b l e  i n  t h e  l i f e t i m e  of t h e  Messenger-SAWS-, f o r  h e  was a b l e  t o  a n p r n v e  
o r  d i s a p o r o v e  t h e  a r t  and a l l  a r t s  conce rn ing  what is p e r m i s s i h l e  i n  R e l i g i o n  is s a n c t i o n e d  
only by A l l a h  (SW)  and H i s  Messeneer  (SAWS), o r i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  a c c e o t e d .  

I n  a l l  cases cnnc-rning t h e  o r o h i b i t i n n  o f  a n  a c t ,  t h e  Messenger  o f  A l l a h  (SAW) e x o l i c ~ t l y  
e x p l a i n e d  i ts '  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  hence  we have now a  l e g a l  c a t e g o r y  c a l l e d  Makrooh o r  h a t e d ;  t h o s e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  done bv t h e  devo t ee ,  t h a t  f o r  some r e a s o n  o r  a n n t h e r  h a s  become h a t e d  by t h e  
a u r h o r i t i e s .  n e i t h e r  d e s e r v i n g  o f  s i n  n o r  reward.  T h e r e  a r e  two t y n e s  of  Makrooh,  # I "  t h n s e  
t h a t  a r e  h a t e d  be r ause  they  a r e  doub t f l l l  matters, meaning t h e  S c h o l a r s  of  Islam recommended 
t h a t  you r e f r a i n  from i t s  p r a c t i c e  because  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  o ron f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  its' 
permissibility. Examples n f  t h i s  is t h e  r e p e a t i n g  o r  f o l l o w i n n  a  weak (Da 'Eef )  H a d i t h  o r  t h e  
o a r t i c i p a t i n e  i n  t h e  Lawful ( H a l a l )  a c t s  t h a t  may l e a d  o n e  t o  e e t t i n e  i n v o l v e d  i n  do in^ wha t  
is unlawful  IHaraam). An examnle nf  t h i s  is t h e  b e f r i e n d i n g  and mimickinn t h e  c u l t u r a l  d r e s s  
and ways of t h e  nnn -be l i eve r s  (Kufaa r )  i n  exchange f o r  them a c c e p t i n e  you a s  a Musl im,  claim in^ 
i t  makes Dawah ea sy .  T h i s  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a d s  o n e s  R e l i e i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  p a t h  of t h o s e  
w i thou t  gu idance :  A l l a h  (SW)  s a y s  when t r a n s l a t e d :  

I ,  0 '  vou who b e l i e v e !  Take no t  a s  B i t a anah  ( f r i e n d s .  p r n t e c t o r s ,  h e l n e r s ,  e tc .  ,) 
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t h o s e  o u t s i d e  ynur  r e l i g i n n ,  s i n r e  t hey  w i l l  no t  f a i l  t o  c o r r u o t . y n u  ...." (3:118) 
mis f i r s t  c a t e g o r y  h a s  a  d i r e c t  l i n k  t o  o u r  r e l i g i o n  and s h n u l d  be  avoided  a t  a l l  c o s t  

yet in c a t e g n r y  $2). t h e r e  a r e  a c t s  t h a t  become Makn~h o r  h a t e d  i n  o u r  l a n d  t h a t  mav n o t  b e  
ha t ed  i n  a n o t h e r .  An example o f  t h i s  is t h e  e a t i n g  wi th  f n r k s  and spnons .  The P rophe t  Muhammad 
(SAW) n e v e r  f o r b i d  ~ a t i n g  w i t h  u t e n s i l s  f o r  t hey  were nnn-ex i s t en t  i n  h i s  c u l t u r e  and you 
w i l l  n e v e r  h e a r  a  Muslim c l a i m  t h a t  e a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  hand a n  was a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  Sunnah, 

I, 
ha ted ;  even though i n  what t h e  Western C o u n t r i e s  c a l l  t h e  c i v i l i z e d "  wnr ld ,  +is would b e  
ba rba r i c .  y e t  i f  l i v i n g  i n  a l a n d  where c u l t u r a l l y  eat in^ w i t h  u t e n s i l s  w a s - s f e n  a  Makruh 
by  t h e  oeonle,  i t  would n n t  n e c e s s a r i l v  h e  h a t e d  e l s e  where. What wo t~ ld  r a u s e  a  S c h o l a r  t o  
a i v e  t h e  l a b e l  "Makrooh" t o  snmething l i k e  t h i s ,  be ine  that A l l a h  (m) and H i s  Proohet  (SAW) 
d i d  n o t  f o r b i d  i t ,  is because  o f  t h e  n e g a t i v e  imnact  i t  may have  on  Muslim Uni ty .  The Muslims 
whntve resided i n  t h i s  l a n d  s i n c e  b e f o r e  t h e  adven t  of  Islam may n e t  o f f ended  bv t h e  u s e  of 
u t e n s i l s  and begin  t h e  h a b i t  of b a c k b i t i n g  and t a l e  bea r ing .  T h i s  d n e s  no t  make what A l l a h  
(SW)  h m  made p e r m i s s i b l e ,  o r o h i b i t e d ;  y e t  i r  s a v e s  t h e  common Muslims frnm making m i s t a k e s  
t h a t  would  have  n e g a t i v e  f u t u r e  i m n l i c a t i o n s  on t h e  community of Muslims a s  a whole: f o r  t h e  
S c h o l a r  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  t h e  safe-guarding  of  t h e  r e l i ~ i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r  l i v e s  and s e e  c l e a r l y  
t h e  fur-ure i m n l i c a t i o n s  o u r  a c t i o n s  may have nn t h e  wnrld wide c o m m ~ ~ n i t y  of Islam, whereas  
t h e  co-n Muslim. concerned with b l ~ i l d i n e  t h e  M u s l i m  n a t i o n  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  n e ~ d e d  t o  a l l o w  
t h e  M u s l i m  World t o  s u r v i v e ,  d o e s  n o t  f o r  r e a s o n  o f  h i s  occupa t ion  have  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  f o r e s i g h t  
of t h e  S c h o l a r  of I s l a m  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  r e l i g i o u s  matters.  
How t h e s e  l e g a l  l p s s o n s  a r e  d e r i v e d  f r n m  t h e  Asbaab Un-Nunzul ( c a u s e s  o f  r e v e l a t i o n )  of  t h i s  
u a r t i c u l a r  H a d i t h  is i n  t h e  r ~ a c t i o n  o f  t h e  comoanions concerning  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  Proohet  (SAW) 
showed d i s a p o r o v a l  n f  t h e  Cnmpaninns l i n e  of n u e s t i n n i n g ,  v e t  h e  d i d  n o t  p r o h i b i t  i t  because  
h e  knew t h a t  c e r t a i n  q l ~ e s t i o n s  m I l s t  be aqked,  i n s t e a d  h e  urged them; "Ask me. Ask me". 
i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  Companions a s k  q u e s t i o n s  conce rn ing  Islam. T h e r e f o r e ,  . A l l a h  (SW)  , i n  H i s  
i n f i n i t e  wisdom s e n t  t h e  Aneel J i b r e e l  (AS) t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  Comoanions i n  t h e  r i g h t  l i n e  or  
method o f  n u s t i n n i n g  a s  w e l l  as in fo rm t h e  P rnphe t  (SAW) t h a t  h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n s  i n  r e n a r d s  
t o  t h e  Companions l i n e  of o u e s t i o n i n g  wasn' t  t n t a l l y  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d .  f o r  t h e  Prnphet  (SAU) 
h a s  s a i d  be fo re :  

"Pa r t  o f  t h e  goodness of ones  Islam i s  t o  avo id  what d o e s  n o t  conce rn  him." ( S a h i h  Muslim) 

Which is o f  a b s o l u t e  t r u t h ,  t h e  l e s s n n s  o u t s i d e  of what h a s  been ment ioned t h u s  f a r  is 
numernus and beyond t h e  scooe  of t h e  p r e s e n t  work. It must be  oondered:  t h e  u r e v i o u s  l p s s o n  
i n  t h e  method nf q u e s t i o n i n g  d e a l s  mainly w i t h  " s ~ l b j e c t s "  of  concern  and what concerns  t h e  
devo tee  i n  a  c o w u n i t y  wi th  an e s t a b l i s h e d  l e a d e r s h i o ,  whether  it be s p i r i t u a l ,  m i l i t a r v .  
lr p r e s e d e n t i a l ;  m a t t e r s  t h a t  a r e  of  conce rn  t o  him, l i k e  t h o s e  t h i n g s  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  t h e  
J i b r e e l  Hadi th ,  t h o s e  t h i n e s  t h a t  w i l l  l e a d  ove r  t o  h i s  Lord. Q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n e  t h i s  
3drnin is te r ing  of t h e  governmental  a f f a i r s ,  by t h e  layman i n  t h e  community o r  o u e s t i n n s  a b o u t  
such t h i n g s  t h a t  A l l a h  ( S W )  and H i s  Messenger (SAW) h a s  l e f t  s i l e n t .  t h a t  a r e  of  
 on-beneficial o r  unimpor tant  m a t t e r s ,  snch  a s ;  o r a l  s e x  e t c . ,  must be avoided  because t h e y  
3 re  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  nnn-benef ic ia l  t o  t h e  o r o n r e s s  of ones  p e r s o n a l  s t r u g g l e  towards h i s  
m r d .  As-Sanoosi i n  t h e  Sharh  o f  An-Nawawi pg. 189, b  Zarabozo a d d s  t h a t ;  

"Such q u e s t i o n s  l a b o u t  r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s )  do n o t  gn a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  of  a s k i n g  
n u e s t i n n s .  A c t u a l l y ,  one  must ask  t h e s e  t y o e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  because  t h e  answers  t o  them 
are needed, hence t h i s  is a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  P u r a a n i c  Verse An-Nahl 4 3 ;  "Ask t h o s e  
who know i f  you know not ."  

To sum un t h i s  l p s s o n ,  t h e r e  m i l s t  be a  mention t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  i n  f a c t  tynes of 
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d ,  o b l i g a t o r y ,  and Makruh. Thnse t h a t  a r e  Ob l iga to ry  a r e  
commanded by Al lah  and H i s  Messenger (SAW) because thev are c a l l e d  f o r  i n  o r d e r  
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t o  clear d o u b t  a n d  s e c u r e  o n e s  r e l i g i o n .  Q u e s t i o n s  of a  u s e l e s s  a n d / o r  p r o h i b i t e d  n a t u r e  
are those t h a t  mus t  b e  a v o i d e d ,  t h o s e  of  a o u r e l y  t h e o r e t i c a l  n a t u r e  o r  t h o s e  asked w i t h  
t h e  i n t e n t  t o  c a u s e  argument and  h e a t e d  d e b a t e .  Hence, A l l a h  (m). t h e  Most High s e n t  
t h e  Angel J i b r e e l  t o  t h e  P r o p h e t  (SAW) t o  a s k  him t h e  a u e s t i o n s  needed a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e  
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e  answers  t o  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  a s  well  as t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e  c o r r e c t  
line of  o u e s t i o n i n g  t o  b e  o u t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  of Knowledge o f  R e l i g i o n .  P r a i s e  b e  t o  A l l a h  
( S m )  f o r  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  o u r  movement and f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o n  of I s l a m ,  yhZch h a s  been 
t h o r o m h l y  d e f i n e d  i n  t h i s  b l e s s e d  t r a d i t i o n .  

B e f o r e  g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  meanings  o f  t h e  b l e s s e d  and b e a u t i f u l  tradition, one must  
have knowledge of  its n a r r a t o r  Umar I b n  u l -Khat tab  (RA), t h e  g r e a t e s t  Comoanion of t h e  
Prophet  (SAW) after Abu Bakr A s S a d d i q  (RA). A well r e s p e c t e d  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  t h e  Holy 
C i t y  of Makkah amongst  a l l  of t h e  Arab T r i b e s  r e s i d i n g  t h e r e .  Umar came i n t o  Islam as 
a n  answer  t o  t h e  P r o p h e t ' s  (SAW) p r a y e r ,  r e co rded  i n  Ahmad's Musnad, that Abu J a h l  ( t h e  
enemy of I s l a m )  o r  umar (RA) would be nu ided  t o  Islam; f i v e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  P r o p h e t ' s  
(SAW) m i g r a t i o n  t o  Medina mark ing  f o r  t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  Islamic C a l e n d a r  o r  H i j r a h  
C a l e n d a r ,  A l l a h  (SWT) b l e s s e d  t h e  Muslims w i t h  Umar's (U) conve r s ion .  It is very  much 
e v i d e n t  f rom a n y  ones  s t u d i e s  o f  I s l a m i c  H i s t o r y .  that one Ummah is g r e a t l y  i n d e b t e d  
t o  A l l a h  (SWT) f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h e  expande r  o f  t h e  Musl irn/Is lamic K h a l i f a t  i n t o  t h e  f o l d .  
Umar (RA) p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  b a t t l e s  o f  t h e  P rophe t  Muhammad ( s aws )  and once  
a t t a i n i n g  t h e  s e a t  o f  K h a l i f a h  a f t e r  Abu Bakr (RA), h e  l e d  the d e f e a t  o f  t h e  P e r s i a n s ,  
and Roman E m ~ i r e s ,  ex tended  t h e  r u l e  o f  S h a r i a h  from I r a n  t o  Egypt and a s i d e  from b e i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  t o  u s e  t h e  Islamic H i j r a h  c a l e n d e r ,  h e  l a i d  down t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  now 
government and  s o c i e t y .  He i s  w e l l  known f o r  h i s  b r ave ry  and profound knowledge of t h e  
Quran  and  H a d i t h  and  f o r  c r e a t i v e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  F iqh .  He was one o f  t h e  s even  mos t  
knowledgable  companions s o u g h t  a f te r  f o r  answer s  t o  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n s  bv t h e  rest of t h e  
p r o p h e t ' s  (saw) b l e s s e d  companions ( r a a )  ( A l i  I b n  Abi T a l i b .  I b n  Mas'ood, I b n  Umar, I b n  
Abbas, Zayd I b n  T h a b i t  and  Aeesha B i n t  Abu Bakr) .  

No d i s c u s s i o n  is comple te  a b o u t  o u r  l e a d e r  and second Kha l i f ah  U m a r  ( r a ) ,  w i t h o u t  
t h e  men t ion ing  of h i s  c o n v e r s i o n .  It is s a i d  t h a t  he  was on h i s  way t o  k i l l  t h e  P r o p h e t  
(saw) when someone t o l d  him t h a t  h i s  s is ter  had embraced I s l am.  Hence, h e  dec ided  t o  
g o  t o  h i s  s is ter  and t a k e  c a r e  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  f irst .  Upon a r r i v i n g  a t  h i s  s is ter ' s  h o u s e ,  
h e  h e a r d  t h e  p e o ~ l e  i n s i d e  r e c i t i n g  Al-Quran ( t a h a ) .  They h i d  t h e  Quran  b e f o r e  l e t t i n g  
him i n  and  when e n t e r i n n  h e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  see what t hey  were r e c i t i n g ,  b u t  h i s  sister 
r e f u s e d .  He t h e n  s t r u c k  h i s  sister and  s h e  s t a r t e d  t o  b l eed .  Umar  ( r a )  t h e n  f e l t  s o r r o w f u l  
and c o m p a s s i o n a t e  and a g a i n  r e q u e s t e d  t o  see what they  were r e c i t i n g .  H i s  sister t o l d  
him t h a t  h e  mus t  go and wash h imse l f  c o m ~ l e t e l y  and  t h e n  h e  could  t o u c h  what  t h e y  were  
r e a d i n g ,  h e  d i d  s o  and upon h i s  r e t u r n .  r e a d  t h e  Quran. T h i s  touched h i s  h e a r t  and h e  
embraced Islam. (A1 A l i  Pg. 80) 

Shaykh Zarabozo  r e c o r d s  i n  h i s  comnentary t o  An-Nawawis, 40 H a d i t h ,  Pg 119 ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  is n o  c h a i n  o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n  fo r  t h i s  s t o r y ,  so  i t  is n o t  a n  a u t h e a t i c  
n a r r a t i o n  and  A l l a h  knows b e s t .  The words of t h i s  Had i th  as is n a r r a t e d  b v -  Umar I b n  ul- 
Khat t a b  is a s  s u c h :  

"One day  e x t r e m e l y  w h i t e  cloth in^ and  ex t r eme ly  b l a c k  h a i r " .  

Commentators o f  t h i s  Hadi th  such  a s  Al-Haitami; u s e s  t h e  same Had i th  o f  J i b r e e l ,  b u t  
t h rough  a n o t h e r  c h a i n  o r  n a r r a t i o n  which b e g i n s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  Angel J i b r e e l  ( a s )  a p p e a r i n g  
d r e s s e d  a s  a  Bedoin Arab and  e x t r e m e l y  ill mannered a s  t h e  Bedoin Arabs were a t  t h a t  t ime .  
I n  t h i s  n a r r a t i o n  t h e  Angel was d r e s s e d  q u i t e  d i r t y  and  a f t e r  walk ing  o v e r  t h e  h e a d s  of t h e  
:ompanions s e a t e d  t h e r e  f o r  Jumuah p r a y e r ,  propped h i s  t h i g h s  up a g a i n s t  t h e  P r o o h e t ' s  ( saw)  
t h i g h s ,  a s k i n n  a b o u t  Islam. He (Al-Haitami) seems to imply  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
appearance  o f  t h e  a n g e l  and h i s  a c t i o n s  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  P r o o h e t ' s  (saw) by h i s  
f i r s t  name, a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  d u r i n g  Jumuah and s t e p p i n g  r u d e l y  through t h e  j a m a a t  were a l l  

t o  be 1- fmn, hmce as schatars have noted, s n ~  c d u s i m  can be r d e  fmn his 
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a n p e a r a n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  behav io r .  T h i s  would, i n  t h i s  a u t h o r ,  a s  well a s  Shavkh Z a r a b o z o ' s  - 
o n i n i o n  who a l s o  comnented on t h i s  Had i th ,  mean t h a t  Imam Al-Haitami and o t h e r s  a r e  making 
c n n t r a d i c t n r y  s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  hy f i r s t  s t a t i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  a p p r o a c h  of t h e  Angel  
J i b r e e l  t o  t h e  P r o p h e t  (saw) dryring Jumuah was rude and t hen  s a v i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was l e s s o n s  
t o  be fn l l owed  from t h e  A n g e l ' s  appea rance  and behavior .  when t o  f o l l o w  a  r n d e  a c t i o n  would 
b e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  I s l am.  

It must be  made clear t h a t  t h e  a r t i o n s  of t h e  Angel J i b r e e l  ( a s )  i n  t h i g  Ease  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  H a d i t h  i n  n u e s t i n n  are n n t  t o  b e  fo l lowed i n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  knowledaab l e  f o r  a n s w e r s  
t n  q u e s t i o n s  i n  I s l a m ,  f o r  t h e r e  is a  proper  manner of  s e e k i n g  r - l i e i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  The 
a c t i o n s  of t h e  Angel  ( a s )  were mnre i n  t h e  a r e a  of  h i g h l i g h t i n g  a o a r t i c ~ ~ l a r  l i n e  of 
Q u e s t i o n i n g  and t h e  answer s  of such  a u e s t i o n s  a i v e n  bo R a s o o l l l a h  ( s aw)  by a c t i o n s  t h a t  would 
draw t h e  a u d i e n r e  a t t e n t i n n  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n e r .  

In many n a r r a t i o n s  of t h e  Angels  aopea rance  i n  t h i s  same i n c i d e n t .  i t  w a s  s t a t e d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  that t h e r e  can  be  s e e n  n o  t r a r e s  of "Dirt", which a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h ,  " t h e r e  w e r e  
n o  t r a c e s  of t r a v e l  on him". Again, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Al-Haitami t h i s  i n t r o d u c e s  a recommendation 
t o  p r e s e n t  o n e s e l f  d e a n  and s cen t ed  when s e e k i n g  s a c r e d  knowledge from a s c h o l a r  as w e l l  
a s  when a t t e n d i n g  Jumuah s e r v i c e s .  White c l o t h i n g  is e ~ p e c i a l l y  o e r f e r r e d  f o r  t h e  o e d o l e  o f  
knowledge,  b e i n g  t h a t  i t  is t h e  s c h o l a r s  and  peonle nf knowledge who set t h e  t r e n d s  f o r  t h e  
rpst of ou r  Uoanah. It a l s o ,  g i v e s  e i t h e r  c m p l i m e n t  o r  criticism t n  t h e  inward  a t t r i b u t e s  
of a  pe r snn .  Another  r e a s o n  why c l e a n l i n e s s  i n  I.-lam and t h e  u se  of s c e n t  ( n o n - a l c o h o l i c )  
is p r e f e r r e d  and o b l i g a t o r y  ( b a t h )  once  w i t h i n  eve ry  s even  day p e r i o d .  

T h i s  clearly i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  n o  one  amongst t h e  Companions knew who t h i s  man ( t h e  Angel)  
was.  It i s  h i g h l y  unusua l  f o r  t h i s  t o  b e ,  i n  a  s o c i e t y  t h a t  is s o  i n t e r r e l a t e d  a n d / o r  c o n n e c t e d  
a t  some p o i n t  by Blood o r  War. I n  some n a r r a t i n n s  t h e  Comoanions, w i t h  Umar (RA) t u rned  t o  
l o o k  a t  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  see if anvone a c t u a l l y  knew him. It is a l s o  u n ~ l s u a l  f n r  a  b e d o i n  
o r  anynne  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  t o  have t r a v e l l e d  a l l  t h e  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  P r o o h e t  
(SAhl), n o t  know by any of t h e  Gmpan ions  and t r ibesman i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n e  a r e a s  of Medina 
w i t h o n t  one  t r a c e  o f  d i r t  on him. Might I remind you, t h a t :  w e  are  s p e a k i n g  o f  a b a r r e n  d e s e r t  
w a s t e  l a n d  ( A r a b i a ) ,  w i t h  no  oaved walking ways. T h i s  erabbed each  Companinns a t t e n t i o n  and  
f o r r e d  them t o  f o c u s  on t h i s  w n s  words a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e n l y  g i v e n  by R a s o o l o o l l a h  (SAW). 

- - - - - 
Oh! The a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  t r u e  T a l i b  Ud-Din, t n  sit  up c l o s e  and p e r s o n a l  w i t h  h i s  t e a c h e r  

w i t h ' % l l  and  fncused  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  answ-rs  a n d / o r  l e s s o n s  b e i n g  t a u e h t ,  ma kin^ a l l  
q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  s h o r t  and c l e a r  and n o t  r u n n i n g  mnre t h a n  one  q u e s t i o n  
a t  a  t i m e  o f f  o n  h i s  t e a c h e r  be fo re  r e c e i v i n g  a s u f f i c i e n t  answer .  

Among Musl ims today e s p e c i a l l v  i n  t h e  a d u l t  h a l a q a  and t h o s e  who have  c o n v e r t e d  t o  Islam 
i n  t h e  West a t  n l d ~ r  a g e s ,  t o  nop r u l t u r e  and  t h e  l i k e .  P e o n l e  now .-ee!cing knol./ledge e x o e c t  
t o  be s o u g h t  o u t  and t a u g h t  on t h e i r  time o r  would p r e f e r  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  back o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  
f a r  away f rom r . l a r i t v ,  snme even go  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  f a l l i n g  a s l e e p  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of t h e  l e s s o n  
o r  a r g u i n g ,  w i thou t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n ;  w i t h  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r  i n  a  p u b l i c  s e t t i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  show, 
hy  d i s a g r e e i n g  w i th  t h e  u s t a a d h ,  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  romnrehend o r  t h e i r  b a s e l e s s  claim t o  I l m  
Ud-Din. 

.An-Nawawi s t a t e s  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  Aneel J i b r e e l  (AS) p ~ l t  h j s  own h a n d s  on h i s  own t h i e h s .  
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and  s c h n l a r l y  s t u d y  of t h i s  Had i th  i n  E n ~ l i s h ,  n i v n s  u s  t h r e e  a n s w e r s  t o  r o n s i d e r ;  
1)  The p r o h i b i t l n n  of such  a d d r e s s  a p p l l e s  t o  humans on lv  and n o t  t o  t h e  Angels .  

2 )  t h i s  e v e n t  nccurred  b e f o r e  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  of s u c h  a d d r e s s  ( a l t h o u e h  t h i s  
e x p l a n a t i n n  seems u n l i k e l y  s i n c e  t h e  even t  tonk p l a c e  s o  l a t e  i n  t h e  P r o o h e t ' s  (SAW) 
l i f e )  a n d ;  

3 )  T h i s  was done t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  appea rance  t h a t  t h e  Angel J i b r e e l  (A!) was a  b e d o i n  
Arab. (These  answers  were o r i g i n a l l y  g iven  by Hai tami) .  - I 

-. 
n e  Aneel J i b r e e l  (AS) i n  t h i s  n a r r a t i o n  f i r s t  asked abou t  I s l am,  i n  o t h e r  n a r r a t i o n s  

he is t o  have f i r s t  asked  a b o u t  I m a n .  S c h o l a r s  have  i n  t h e  n a s t ,  g n t t e n  them.-elves 
into t h e  h a b i t  of recornending  t h a t  Imam b e  i n o u i r e d  abou t  b e f o r e .  I s l a m  d u e  t o  t h e  o r d e r  
in they a r e  reprodllced f o r  u s  i n s i d e  t h e  Holy Quran  i n  2:77/ and  S u r a t u l  Anfaa l  
(beginnine  v e r s e s ) .  I t end  t n  s t r a y  from such s t a t e m e n t s  due  t o  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  of  them c a n  
be no t r u e  I s l a m  wi thon t  Iman, t h i s  gnes  t h e  same f o r  h a n ,  f o r  one  c a n n o t  c l a i m  t o  have  
b a n  f i r s t  u t t e r i n e  t h e  p h r a s e  La  i l a a h a  i l l a l l a h  wa  Muhammad R a s o o l o o l l a h  a  S h a d a t a ~ n  
which  e s t a b l i s h p s  h i s  I s l a m  and opens t h e  door f o r  him t o  n a r a d i s e .  Each o f  t h e s e  c a t e e o r i e s  
and what  they  e n t a i l  a s  r e g a r d s  t o  t o  t h i e r  r e l i ~ i o u s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  s h o r t l y .  
F i r s t  hefore e n n l s i n i n q  t h e  d n t i e s  o r  o b l i g g t i n n s  i n t e r n a l  or e x t e r n a l  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e s e  two 
words l e t s  r e v i e w  t h e  l i t e r a l  m e a n i n ~  o f  I s l am,  be ing  t h a t  its' meaning was s o u g h t  a f t e r  f i rs t .  
B a s i c a l l y ,  i t  m a n s  t o  s u r r e n d e r ,  o r  i t  i m p l i e s  submiss ion .  No man h a s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  s e n s e  r p l a t e d  t o  t h e  R e l i e i o n  of I s l a m  i t  d e n o t e s ;  "self s u r r e n d e r  o r  t o  g i v e  o n e s  
self rrp t o  someone and a c c e n t  h i s  o v e r - l o r d s h i p  i n  t h e  f t l l l ~ s t  n e n s e  of t h e  t e rm.  The r e l i g i n n  
s e n t  down by Al l ah  and brought  i n t o  t h e  world by H i s  A p o s t l e s  h a s  been c a l l e d  I s l a m  f o r  t h e  
s i m n l e  r e a s o n  t h a t ,  i n  i t ,  t h e  bondsmanship y i e l d s  comple t e ly  t o  t h e  power and c o n t r o l  of  
t h e  Lord and makes t h e  r e n d e r i n e  of whole-hearted obedience  t o  him t h e  c a r d i n a l  p r i n c i p l e  
of h i s  l i f e .  t h i s  is t h e  sum and s u b s t a n c e  nf t h e  I s l a m i c  c r e e d . "  A l l a h u  A l i m . .  . 
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 h he Messenger o f  Al lah  (SAW) on f t ~ r t h e r  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h g  1slah is  f irst  t o  " T e s t i f v  

t h a t  t h e r e  is no  one worthy of  worship  e x c e o t  Al lah"  and t o  " T e s t i f y "  t h a t  Ml~hammad is h i s  
Messeneer: n e i t h e r  o f  which a r e  merp v e r b a l  t e s t i f i c ~ t i n n s  n o r  do  t h i s  t e s t i m o n y  a l o n e  w i t h o u t  
3 c t i n n  s a v e  o n e  from t h e  punishment of  t h e  h e l l  f i r e  f o r  A l l a h  s a y s  i n  Al-Quran: ( 2 : 1 4 ,  write 
Arabic and E n g l i s h ) .  

To t e s t i f y  t h a t  one b e l i e v e s  A l l a h  is one and t h a t  h e  is t h e  on ly  God t h a t  is t o  be  
uorshinped e n t a i l s  t h e  i n n e r  and o u t e r  b e l i e f  ( i n  a c t i o n s )  i n  t h r e e  t o p i c s  r e l a t i n g  h i s  oneness  
>r Tawheed t h e y  a r e ; '  1) Tawheed Ar-Rubnobiyyah: The b e l i e f  i n  t h e  Oneness  o f  A l l a h  conce rn ing  
 is a c t i o n s ,  s u r h  a s  H i s  being t h e  s o l e  C r e a t o r  and t h e o n l y  nne  who n o u r i s h e s  and s u s t a i n s  
:he c r e a t i o n ;  2 )  Tawheed Al-Uloohiyvah: t h i s  means thaE a l l  a c t s  o f  w o r s h i p  must  b e  d i r e c t e d  
oward A l l a h  and A l l a h  a l n n e  n s  He i s  t h e  nn ly  one  worthy o f  worsh ip  and 3) Tawheed Al-Asma 
la's S i f a t :  T h i s  i m p l i e s  b e l i e v i n g  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  names and a t t r i b u t e s  o f  A l l a h  a s  mentioned 
n  t h e  Quran  and Au then t i c  Hadi th ,  a s  be ing  vninue  t o  him, w i t h o u t  r e g a l i n g  them, s t r i n p i n g  
hen f i g u r a t i v e l y  ( each  of t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  u n d e r  t h e  d i s c u s s i n n  
f  b a n  l a t e r ) .  I t  is i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  Muslims r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  d e s t i n y  a s  f a r  as t h e  
e r n  a f t e r  i s  cnncerned depends on t h e  s t a t e m e n t  and a u n d e r s t a n d i n e  o f  t h e  "La iLaaha 
L l a l l a h " .  The  reaqon I ' v e  s a i d  h e r e  " s t a t emen t  and unde r s t and ingq '  is as w a s  a l l uded  t o  
q r l i e r .  t h a t  Muslims of  our day tend  t o  have accep ted  cha t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  a l o n e  w i l l  g a i n  
l e  e n t r a n c e  t o  Jannah.  ~ h e ~ ' v e  (The Muslims) become l a x  on r e a d i n g  and pnnde r ing  ove r  t h e  
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e n t r a n c e  t o  Jannah.  They 've  (The Muslims) become l a x  on r e a d i n g  and  oonde r ing  o v e r  t h e  v e r s e s  
of  Qurm and  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  Had i th  warn ing  u s  abou t  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  H y ~ o c r i t e s .  who w i l l  
indeed res ide  i n  t h e  l o w e s t  d e p t h s  o f  h e l l - f i r e ,  and who used  t o  s a y :  "I t e s t i f y  t h a t  none  

I ,  is worthy o f  wor sh ip  e x c e p t  A l l a h  and .  .. y e t  A l l ah  d e s c r i b e s  them as l iars .  It is r e c o r d e d  
on Zarabozo's C o m e n t a r y  t h a t  Al-Hasan Al-Basri  once t o l d  a  pe r son .  "What h a v e  you p r e p a r e d  
f o r  dea th?"  He r e p l i e d :  "The t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  t h e r e  is none worthy o f  w o r s h i p  e q c e p t  A l l a h . "  
Al -Hasan  t o l d  him, "That  h a s  some c o n d i t i o n  t o  i t .  And beware o f  defaming  c h a s f e  women." T h i s  
famous f o l l o w e r  Wahb I b n  Munabbih was o n c e  a s k e d ,  " I s n ' t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  L a - i l a a h a  i l l a l l a h  
t h e  key t o  p a r a d i s e ? "  He ansh 'ered;  "Yes, b u t  t h e  key must have  t h e  r i a h t  r i d g e s  o r  t h e  
d o o r  w i l l  n o t  open f o r  you."  S o ,  f o r  t h e  person  Al-Hasan Al-Basri was s p e a k i n g  t o ,  i t  is 
r e c o r d e d  i n  Baad i  Vol .  81, t o  b e  a  p o e t  who used  t o  defame t h e  o i o u s  women a n d  t h a t  t hey  ( t h e  
r idges)  are c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  Muslims who w i l l  b e n e f i t  f rom t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  
f rom t h o s e  who w i l l  n o t ,  n o  matter how many t i m e s  a  day t hey  may h a v e  hea rd  i t .  The Shahada  
is n o t  o n l y  a  t e s t i m o n y ;  "I t e s t i f y "  b u t  is a n  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  what you r  h e a r t  h a s  a c c e p t e d  
a s  t r u t h .  It g o e s  hand  i n  hand w i t h  a c t i o n s  a s  was unders tood  by t h e  ear l ier  g e n e r a t i o n ,  t h i s  
and v e r s e s  o f  t h e  Quran:  

"Save him who b e a r s  w i t n e s s  knowingly" (Al-Zakhruf 86) p r o v e s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  of 
knowing and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  d u t i e s  accompany t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n  and  e x e c u t i n g  them, i t  
a l s o  r e f l e c t s  t h e  gove rnance  o f  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t o  outward a s  w e l l  a s  inward  deeds .  

The o t h e r  h a l f  o f  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  is t o  " t e s t i f y  t h a t  Muhumad is  t h e  Messager  o f  Al lah" .  
B a s i c a l l y  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  becmnes o b l i g a t o r y  t o  you i n  r e g a r d s  to y o u r  first t e s t imony  t o  
A l l a h  becomes o b l i g a t o r y  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  y o u r  t e s t imony  o f  t h e  mesenge r sh ip  t o  a l l  t h e  w o r l d s ,  
t o  Muhummad, e x c e p t  worsh ip .  The Messenger  was indeed  s e n t  by A l l a h  and c h o s e n  s o e c i f i c a l l y  
t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  message t o  a l l  t h e  world and t o  be obeyed. A l l a h  s a y s  i n  Al-Quran; (Anaan 
1 2 4 )  L _ .  i L A  - -  - - II- . - i l d r  

" T h i s  a s  Zaraboozo  p u t s  i t  i m ~ l i e s  some c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  Muhannnad a s  A l l a h  
o b v i o u s l y ,  due  t o  h i s  j u s t i c e ,  wisdom, and  mercy, would n o t  c h o o s e  o n e  who is t r e a c h e r o u s  
o r  l y i n g  t o  b e  h i s  messenger". I f  anyone  claims t h a t  t h e  P r o p h e t  (saw) d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  
convey t h e  e n t i r e  message o r  t h a t  h e  d i s t o r t e d  i t  i n  any  way, h e  is a c t u a l l y  s a y i n g  t h a t  
A l l a h  d i d  n o t  know who was t h e  c o r r e c t  o r  b e s t  p e r s o n  t o  b e  a  messenger .  T h i s  is o b v i o u s  
d i s b e l i e f  ! The P r o ~ h e t  Muhammad s a i d  : I 

" , - . ,I\ (d'5 - -- -: , L>'i 1- -' s ~ - 7 i i  a J-\\ ,,:aL:7d +j -&-- 
. - . 1 7  2s-; - Y--= .- -..b -. . -- ..ALL SLL c: ; J\ --,. ,. - .- .a 

7 - z  r - - -  "I have been g i v e n  f i v e  a s p e c t s  t h a t  were no t  g i v e n  t o  any  P r o p h e t  b e f o r e  me.. .  
( one  o f  which is) e v e r y  P rophe t  was s e n t ,  on ly  t o  h i s  p e o p l e ,  w h i l e  I h a v e  been s e n t  t o  
a l l  of mankind". (Bukha r i )  

I t  is t h e r e f o r e  o b l i g a t o r y  t o  b e l i e v e  w i t h  t h e  utmost c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  Islam is a  wor ld  

r e l i g i o n  and  t h a t  Muhammad (saws)  is t h e  P r o o h e t  o f  a l l  o f  mankind. I f  t h e  message  of I s l a m  

r e a c h e s  a  p e r s o n  c l e a r l y  and h e  r e f u s e s  t o  b e l e i v e  i n  t h e  messengerhood o f  Muhammad ( s aws )  

ie r ema ins  a n  u n b e l i e v e r .  

b e  P rophe t  ( saws)  a l s o  s a y s ;  
. - 

d > .J,,5 
i -, . . 

3 . . 

"I l e f t  you i n  a b r i g h t  p a t h  whose n i g h t  and day a r e  a l i k e .  No one  s t r a y s  f r o m ' i t  

a f t e r  me e x c e p t  h e  is des t royed" .  

Thus s e a l i n g  t h e  f a t e  of  a l l  who c l a i m  I s l a m ,  but  r e f u s e  t o  obey and i m i t a t e  t h e  P r o ~ h e t  

saw) commands p r o h i b i t i o n s  and r ecomnenda t ions .  It a l s o  makes i t  o b l i g a t o r y  t o  defend a n d  - 
vo id  friends hi^ w i t h  a l l  t h o s e  who opoose  A l l a h  and  h i s  messenger ,  a  fact  proven  t h r o u g h  
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v a r i o u s  v e r s e s  of Al-Quran.. Anyone who knowinply and w i l l i n p l y  v i o l a t e s  t h e  Shahadah  beromes \ 
a d i s b e l i e v e r ,  a l l  s c h o l a r  a r e  o f  a n  agreement  on t h i s  p n i n t .  Examnles o f  s u c h  are w o r s h i p p i n g  

t h a t  A l l a h ,  c u r s i n g  t h e  P r o p h e t ' s  o r  c l a i m s  t h a t  h e  was a  l i a r ,  a l l  o f  which would 
v i o l a t e  ear.h r e s p e c t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  Shahadah and  w i l l  t a k e  one o u t  o f  t h e  f n l d  o f  I s l am .  

&en asked by t h e  Angel  J i b r e e l  aborrt I s l a m  h e  (saw) n m e d  Shahada (wh ich  %as  d i s c u s s e d  
above ) .  s a l a t .  z a k a t .  f a s t i n g  and p i lg r image .  I n  a n o t h e r  H a d i t h  r e c e i v e d  i n  f ie  two. S a h i h s '  
B ~ ~ u a ~ i  a n d  M u s l i m  nn  the a i ~ h t h o r i t y  o f  Ahdur-Rahmn Abdul lah  I b n  Umar I b n - U l - K h a t t a b  ( ra)  
son  of th.e v e n e r a b l e  2nd K h a l i f a  Umar I b n  U1-Khattab whn n a r r a t e d  t h e  H a d i t h  'of J i b r e e l  i n  
d i s c u s s i o n  : 

I 

"I hea rd  t h e  Messenger of  A l l ah  say :  "Islam i s  b u i l t  on f i v e  p i l l a r s .  t e s t i f y i n g  
t h a t  t h e r e  is none  worthy nf wnrsh ip  h u t  A l l a h  and t h a t  Muhtrmmad i s ,  h i s  mes senge r ,  
e s t a b l i s h i n e  p r a y e r s ,  g i v i n g  t h e  z a k a t ,  making t h e  ~ i l n r i m a g e  and f a s t i n g  dt l r ing t h e  
month of  Ramadan". T h j s  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e s  f rom Quran  nnd . H a d i t h  s o l i d i f y  t h e  
meilning o f  Islam a s  such .  One who does  n n t  implement each  a s  a n  o b l i g a t o r y  r e q u i s i t e  
i n  o r d e r  t o  r ema in  w i t h i n  t h e  f n l d  nf I s l am ,  o f  c o u r s e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S h a r i a h  t h a t  
gnvern  e a c h  c a t e g o r y  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  becnmes a  r enegade  o r  r e m a i n s  a  d i s b e l i e v e r .  P r a y e r  
is a word t h a t  h a s  and dnes  e x i s t  i n  e v e r y  l anvuage  now and b e f o r e  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  nf 
Quran.  Thnugh t h i s  p r a y e r  o r  s a l a t  i n  I s l a m  d e n o t e s  a n  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  meanine t h a n  
t h e  l i t e r a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of n r aye r  i n  Arab ic ,  E n g l i s h ,  Hausa o r  a n y  of t h e  many w o r l d  
l a n g u a g e s .  P r a y e r  ( s a l a a t )  o r  e s t a b l i s h i n n  t h e  p r a y e r  must b e  done a c c o r d i n g  t n  t h e  ways  
shown t o  u s  hy R a s o n l o l l a h ,  f n r  i f  t h i s  i e  n o t  done i t  w i l l  n o t  be  a c c e p t e d  by A l l a h .  
The  P r n p h e t  Muhumad said, :  . A 

- . . / 
"Pray i n  t h e  manner you 've seen m e  praying"!  

T h i s  i s  one  of t h e  s t r o n n e s t  e v i d e n c e s  f o r  t h e  p l a c e  n f  t h e  Sllnnah i n  Islam. I t  is i r n p o s s i h l e  
t o  knnw hnw t n  p r a y ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  Had i t h  and t h e  Sunnah of Muhummad (saw) ,  y e t  t h o s e  whn claim 
t o  b e  Muslims f o l l o w i n n  t h e  Quran w i t h o u t  f o l l o w i n n  t h e  Sunnah wolrld n o t  know how t o  n r a v  
t n  A l l a h .  It a l s o  s a y s  i n  t h e  Quran ;  (107 ,  4-51 

"Woe t n  t h o s e  ~ e r f 0 r m e r . s  of  o r a y e r s  whn d e l a y  t h e i r  p r a y e r s  f rom it 's s t a t e d  f i x e d  
t i m e " .  Ad-Dansiri  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  "One d i f f e r e n c e  be tvpen  t h e  two n h r a s e s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
t h e  p r a y e r  and pe r fo rming  t h e  p r a y e r ,  i s  t h a t  A l l ah  d id  n n t  s a y  p e r f n r m e r s  of p r a y e r ,  

b u t  h e  s a i d  t h o s e  who e s t a b l i s h  t h e  prayer" .  T h i s  is d i f f e r e n t  f rom what  is s t a t e d  i n  
t h e  a y a t s  of  107 above.  A r  Rua jh ib  Al - I s fahaani  s a i d  t h a t  " i n  t h i s  a y a t  p e r f o r m e r s  o f  
p r a y e r s  i s  u s e d ,  bu t  i t  is  r a r e l y  used i n  t h e  Quran  2nd t h i s  a y a t  is o n e  of  t h e  w e r v  
few t h a t  i t  is used". A l l a h  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  between t h e  t r u e  and  real p r a y e r  i n  fbrm o n l y .  
The t r u e  p r a y e r  is t h e  o n e  of t h e  h e a r t  and s o u l ,  t h e  p r a y e r  o f  h u m i l i t y ,  t h e  n r a y e r  
of t h o s e  who s t a n d  s i l e n t l y  and i n  f e a r  of  A l l ah . "  

The n r a v e r  " i n  fo rm only"  was nev-r  t h e  g o a l  n f  t h e  cnmmand. The s c h o l a r s  h e r e  seem t o  h a v e  
come i n t o  c o n f l i c t  \ r ich e a c h  c t h e r  a s  t o  t h e  " F s t a b l i s h m ~ n t "  of p r a y e r  and  t h e  "performance" 
of p r a y e r ,  hence  i t  must be w r i t t e n  h e r e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  nf Zarabozo;  pg. 356 Yo1 1. o f  h i s  
Shark o f  An Nawawi's t o :  

" D e f i n i t e l y  p a r t  of  t h e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  of  p r a y e r  i s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h ~ !  s p i r i t u a l  
and  inward a s o e c t s  of  t h e  p r a y e r ,  a s  Ad-Sars i s i  h a s  a l l u d e d  i t .  But  ?.hat i s  r e r t a i n l y  
n o t  t h e  on lv  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  two a s  c a n  be s e e n  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o r  s t a t e m e n t  
a b o u t  "establishing t h e  praypr"  a s  g iven  by many o f  t h e  c h n l a r s  o f  I s l a m .  Fo r  e x a m p l e ,  
t h e  famous cnmmuniratnr o n  t h e  Quran ,  I bn  J a r e e r  a t -Tabaa r i  w r o t e ;  " E s t a b l i s h i n g  i t  means  
t o  oer form i t  w i t h i n  i ts '  proper  l i m i t s ,  w i t h  i t s '  o b l i g a t o r y  a s p e r t s ,  w i t h  what h a s  
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been made o b l i g a t o r y  cnncc'rning i t  by t h e  one upnn whom i t  h a s  bpen made o b l i g a t o r y . "  
'?hen h e  quoted  t h e  cnmpaninn Ibn  Saadi  a s  s a y i n g ,  " E s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  p r a y e r  is t o  per form 
i t  bowing, p r o s t r a t i o n s ,  nnd r e c i t i n g  i n  a cnmplete manner as w e l l  as having  fear of 
Al lah  and comple t e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  it." 

Thus t h e  e s t a b l i s h i n e  of  t h e  p raye r  is a s  such and is l e g a l l y  o u t l i n e d  i n  t%e Fiqh  bonks  
of t h e  g r e a t  I m a m s  nf t h e  Ahl-Sunnah. - , 
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. . .THE RULING CONCERKING ONE WAO DOES NOT F'RAY I 

One may b reak  down i n t o  t h r e e  ( 3 )  c a t e g o r i e s  (w i th  t h e  second of  t h e  two h a v i n g  f i v e  
sub  r . a t e g o r i e s )  t h o s e  who do no t  orav;  namely: 

1 )  Those  who, by agreement o f  a l l  t h e  s c h o l a r s .  a r e  not d i s b e l i e v e r s  and  d e s e r v e  n o  
l e g a l  p e n a l t y .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  who may missed p r a y e r  due  t o  f o r g e t f u l n e s ,  s l e e p ,  
o r  c o e r c i o n .  Obvious ly ,  such  peonle  are n o t  cons ide red  d i s b e l i e v e r s .  - 5 

2 )  Those  who, by  agreement of a l l  s c h o l a r s ,  are, i n  f a c t ;  d i s b e l i e v e r s .  T h i s  c a t e e o r v  
i n c l u d e s  t h e  f n l l n w i n g  grouns  of  penp le :  I 

A .  T h e  one  who does  no t  pray and  rejects t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i t  is o b l i g a t o r y  t n  p ray . . .  
T h i s  p e r s o n  is a d i s b e l i e v e r  by a c o n s e n s u s  a s  h e  i s  eo ing  a g a i n s t  numerous and 
d e f i n i t i v e  e v i d e n c e s  from t h e  Quran and Sunnah. 

B. The o n e  who r e f u s e s  t o  p ray  o11t of p r i d e  o r  envy. T h i s  is t h e  p e r s o n  who 
r e c o e n i z e s  t h e  t r u t h  of  I s l am y e t  h e  d o e s  n o t  want t o  submi t  t o  I s l a m  o r  pe r fo rm 
t h e  o r a y e r  o u t  nf h a t r e d  f n r  t h e  r e l i e i o n ,  o u t  of  p r i d e  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  
h e  must  pe r fo rm such an a c t  and s o  f o r t h .  

C .  The o n e  who does  n o t  pray  ant of d i s d a i n  and r i d i c u l e  f o r  t h e  p r a y e r .  T h i s  
person  is d i s d a i n i n g  o r  r i d i c u l i n g  one  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  of I s l n m  a n d ,  f o r  t h a t  
r e a s n n ,  ... t h i s  t a k e s  him o u t q i d e  of t h e  f o l d  o f  Islam. 

D. The  o n e  whn r e f u s e s  t o  p ray  even though h e  is b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  by  t h e  p r o o e r  
a u t h o r i t i e s  w i t h  being k i l l e d  a s  a plrniehment f o r  n o t  n r a y i n g  ... T h i s  pPr son  is 
cons ide red  a d i s b e l i e v e r  s i n c e  h e  r e f u s e s  t o  submi t  even  w i t h  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  d e a t h .  

m 

E .  The one  who simply d i s r e g a r d s  t h e  n r a y e r  r o m n l e t e l v ,  w i t h o u t  r e c n g n i z i n g  t h a t  
i t  is o b l i n a t n r y  o r  r e j e c t i n g  i t  a s  a n  o b l i e a t i o n .  

3; Cnncerning  t h e  t h i r d  c a t e e o r v ,  t h e  s r h o l a r s  of Islam a r e  as a  d i f f ~ r e n c e  of  o n i n i o n  
as t o  whether  o r  n o t  t h e s e  penp le  f a l l  o u t s i d e  of I s l a m  o r  n o t .  The re  a r e  t h e  p e o o l e  
who a c c e p t  t h e  o b l i g a t i n n  of t h e  p r a y e r  and d o  n o t  deny its i m n o r t a n r e .  They r e c o g n i z e  
t h a t  t hey  a r e  commit t ing  a  s i n  by n o t  p r a y i n e .  Yet, still  o u t  o f  l a z i n e s s .  r e m i s s ,  o r  
such  t h e y  d o  n o t  oerform t h e  p raye r .  Snme s c h o l a r s  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  f a l l  c n m p l e t e l y  o u t  
of t h e  f o l d  o f  I s l a m .  h e  s h a l l  s h a l l  be  i n  t h e  h e l l - f i r e  f o r e v e r .  and i n  f a c t ,  Muslims 
canno t  ~ e r f o r m  t h e  f u n e r a l  p raye r  f o r  him i n  t h i s  wnrld.  O t h e r  s c h o l a r s  s t a t e  t h a t  s u c h  
a  person  i s  t r u l y  an evi l -doer  ( f a s i q ) .  h e  is cnmmit t ing  a l e s s e r  form o f  Kufr  and is ' 
a t  t h e  d o n r s t e p s  o f  f a l l i n g  o u t  of t h e  f o l d  of Islam and is nat t o  be  t r e a t e d  l i k e  o r  
cnns idered  a d i s b e l i e v e r .  

Fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  f a i r n e s s .  be fo re  g i v i n e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  o u t  Jamaat  on t h i s  l a s t  i s s u e  
( # 3 ) ,  I w i l l  p rov ide  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  oronf from b o t h  s i d e s  of t h e  d e b a t e ;  One of t h e  s t r o n g e s t  
o i e c e s  of e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h n s e  who s a y  t h a t  such  a  pe r son  & i n  f a c t  become a d i s b e l i e v e r ,  
is t h e  Hadi th  nf t h e  P r o p h e t ( s ) :  

"Between man and s h i r k  and K u f r  i s  t h e  abandoning  o f  p r a y e r . "  (Muslim). 

h r a h o z o  no ted  h e r e  t h a t ;  " t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  n a t u r e  of t h e  words Ash-Shirk and Al-Kufr i n  t h i s  
l a d i t h  i m p l i e s  something  known and needs  no f u r t h e r  e x o l a n a t i o n  and t h u s  would t a k e  one  o u t  
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of t h e  f o l d  of I s l am.  Fur thermore ,  b o t h  t h e  wnrds S h i r k  and Kufr  h a v e  been u s e d ,  and t h i s  1, 
is a n n t h e r  s i g n  t h a t  t h e  a c t  must t a k e  one  o u t  o f  t h e  f n l d  of I s lam."  

Another  Hadi th  is: . . 
.A - 

4 . . T  I ,,- 
\ * - - -  7 .... . 

The covenan t  t h a t  is between u s  and  them ( t h e  d i s b e l i e v e r s )  is t h e  b r a y e r .  Whoever 
abandnns  i t  h a s  cnmmitted a n  a c t  of d i s b e l i e f . "  (a t  T i r m i d h i ,  Nasaai, I b n  - Majah and 
Ahmad . - .. - --/ 

and l a s t l y ;  ,- / 

"Do n o t  abandon a n  o b l i g a t o r y  p r a y e r  i n t e n t i n n a l l y  f o r  t h e  o n e  who f a i l s  t o  per form 
i t  i n t e n t i n n a l l y  h a s  made h i m s e l f  f r e e  of t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of A l l a h  and h i s  Messenger.  
( a s  S a h i h ,  I b n  Maiah and Ahmad .) 

One of t h e  S t r o n g e s t  p i e c e s  of e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h o s e  who s a y  t h a t  s u c h  a p e r s o n  d o e s  no t  
l e a v e  t h e  f o l d  of I s l am is a Had i th  r e c o r d e d  i n  Imam W W . 5  Muwatta, Abu Dawood, Ahmad, and  

"Al lah  h a s  o b l i g a t e d  f i v e  p r a y e r s .  Whoever e x c e l l e n t l v  pe r fo rms  t h e i . r  a b l u t i o n s ,  
p r a y s  them i n  t h e i r  prnper  t i m e s ,  comple t e s  t h e i r  bows, and Khooshoo h a s  a promise  from 
Al lah  t h a t  h e  will f o r g i v e  him. And whoever does  n o t  do t h a t  h a s  nn p r o m i s e  from Al lah .  
He may e i t h e r b f n r g i v e  him n r  may pirnish him." 

I n  both c a s e s  where t h e  s c h o l a r s  e i t h e r ,  1) deems t h i s  person  o f  t h e  3 r d  c a t e g o r y  above  
t o  be o u t s i d e  of Islam and would n n t  be  prayed ove r  unon d e a t h  a s  a Muslim, n r  2 >  t h n s e  who 
s a y  t h a t  h e  remains  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l d  of I s l a m ,  y e t  a s  a f a a s i q  a g r e e  on  t h e  h e  pnnishment of 
t h i s  r r i m e  y e t  w i t h  some s t i p u l a t i o n .  Thnse who ho ld  t h a t  the person left I s l a m  s t a t e  t h a t  
h e  i s  as  a n  a p n s t a t e  i f  h e  does  n o t  r e p e n t .  Most o f  t h o s e  s c h o l a r s  t h a t  s a y  h e  d o e s  n o t  f a l l  
o u t s i d e  o f  I s l a m  s t a E e  t h a t  he must be  commanded t o  Dray and i f  h e  r e f u s e s  t o  p r a y ,  (snme 
H a n a f i ' s  s t a t e  t h a t  h e  should  be imnr isoned u n t i l  h e  p r a v s )  t h e n  h e  s h o u l d  b e  k i l l e d  a s  a  
p ~ ~ n i s h m e n t  f o r  h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  orav .  Hence. t h e  c n n c l u s i o n  o f  the m a j o r i t y  of t h e  s c h n l a r s  
is t h e  same. 

The J a w t  I s l a m i  p o s i t i n n  on t h i s  i s s u e  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  r e g a r d l e s s  t o  i f  t h i s  pe r son  of '  
t h e  3 r d  c a t e g o r y  becomes a  non-be l i eve r  o r  n o t ,  h e  still r e c e i v e s  t h e  w o r l d l y  p~rni.shment nf 
d e a t h  a c c n r d i n g  t o  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  It b a f f l e s  me t h a t  t h e  s c h o l a r s  can  have  a d i f f e r e n c e  of  
> p i n i o n  o v e r  t h e  d i s b e l i e f  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  who n e g l e c t s  p r a y e r  o r  b e l i e f  and  still e n f n r c e  
a p l m i h m e n t  of deat-h on both c a s e s .  If one  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  pe r son  h a s  n o t  committed 
~ n b ~ l i e f  and is on ly  a  f a a s i q ,  t h e n  t h e  p n s i t i o n  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y  of  H a n a f i ' s  t o  i m p r i s o n  him 
should  be a p p l i e d  i f  he does  no t  p r a y ,  f o r  t h i s  group a n t  death, f o r  t h e  p e n a l t y  of d e a t h  
i s  g iven  t o  t h e  a p o s t a t e  who d o e s n ' t  r e p e n t  no t  t h e  f a a s i q .  We a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  n o s i t i o n  of 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  t h a t  t h e  person  who f a l l s  i n  t h i s  3rd  c a t e g o r y  is j u s t  a s  t h n s e  who were  d e s c r i b e d  
In t h e  n t h e r  c a t e e o r i e s ,  a  non-bel iever .  

Now. a s  f o r  t h e  punishment t h a t  is a p n l i e d  ( d e a t h ) .  i t  c a n n o t  he i n  t h e  same manner 
IS t h e  f i s t  two ( 2 )  c a t e e o r i e s  and s u b d i v i s i n n s ,  a s  f o r  t h o s e  c a s e s  one  d o e s n ' t  need t o  a s k  
:hose people  t o  pray o r  r e p e n t ,  t h e y ' r e  l a w f u l  t a r g e t s .  Category  #3 is q l l i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e y  
lu s t  be asked  t o  r e p e n t  and i f  t hey  do  s o  they  a r e  n o t  t o  be k i l l e d  a t  a l l ,  y e t  i f  t h e y  r e f u s e  
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t o  r e p e n t  and make p rayer ,  they  a r e  k i l l e d  and buried a s  a  non-believer.  T h i s  is a r u l i n g  
I 

b inding on a l l ' f thosc  I m a m s  of  our  movement and cornunity l e a d e r s  who a r e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  
implement t h i s  punishment wi thout  i t  causing more harm t o  h i s  Ummah { i f  o u t s i d e  of t h e  I s l a m i c  
l a n d )  Al lahu A l i m !  

The z a k a t  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  i m p l i e s  p u r i f i c a t i o n  a s  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e  of a t  Tazkizzah and Nafs 
(The p u r i f i c a t i n n  of t h e  s e l f )  t a u g h t  by those  s c h o l a r s  of Tasawauf. Char i ty  (Sadaqa) is a l s o  
used i n  t h e  Quran and Hadith f o r  Zakat which camps from t h e  word Sidq ( t r u t h ) .  These words 
both  compliment t h e  meanings of Zakat f o r  i t  is a  c leansing of t h e  pe r sona l  sou l ' fo r  i t  is  
an o b l i g a t i o n  and t h e  adherence t o  your o b l i g a t i o n s  i n  r e l i g i o n  w i l l  g r a n t  you t h e  p u r i t y  
needed t o  e n t e r  o a r a d i s e  and i t  is a  Sadaqah o r  Char i ty  from you t o  t h e  pnor f o r  A l l a h ' s  
sake .  The imoortance of t h e  prayer  of Zakah can be proven through t h e  g l o r i o u s  Quran i n  Surah 
Tauba (write i n  Arabic and E n e l i s h )  

A s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  examnle of t h e  f i r s t  Ka l i f  of Islams dec i s ion  t o  f i g h t  t h o s e  whn r e f u s e d  
t o  pay t h e  Zakah a s  a p o s t a t e s  r rn t i l  they pa id  t h e  ob l iga to ry  Zakat. .2 

"(On t h e  day of r e s u r r e c t i o n )  Camels w i l l  come t o  t h e i r  owner i n  t h e  b e s t  s t a t e  
of h e a l t h  t h e f  had e v e r  had ( i n  t h e  world),  and i f  he had n o t  paid  t h e i r  Zakat  on them, 
they would t r ead  him with  t h e i r  f e e t ;  s i m i l a r l v ;  sheeo w i l l  come t o  t h e i r  owners i n  t h e  
b e s t  s t a t e  of h e a l t h  they have ever  had i n  t h i s  world,  and i f  h e  had n o t  p a i d  t h e i r  
Zakat , thev would t r e a d  him wi th  t h e i r  hooves and would b u t t  him wi th  t h e i r  hnrns .  ..I 
do n o t  want anyone of you t o  come t o  me on t h e  Day nf R p s u r r e r t i o n  c a r r y i n g  over h i s  
neck a  sheeo t h a t  w i l l  be bleatin..  Then he says :  0' Muhammad ( o l e a s e  i n t e r c e d e  f o r  me)! 
I w i l l  s a y ,  'I  c a n ' t  h e l p  you f o r  I conveyed A l l a h ' s  message t o  you.' S i m i l a r l y ,  I do 
n o t  want anyone of you t o  come t o  me c a r r y i n g  over h i s  neck a  Camel t h a t  w i l l  be g run t ing .  
Surh  a  Derson w i l l  s a v ,  0' Muhamnad ( i n t e r r e d e  f o r  me)! I w i l l  s a y  t o  him, ' I  rannot  
h e l n  you f o r  I conveyed A l l a h ' s  message t o  you.'" 

Even t h e  Pronhet (may Al lah  b l p s s  him) h a s  warned here  t h a t  nne would be b a r r e d  frnm ' 

h i s  i n d e c i s i o n  i n  t h e  yawns Ul-Qiyammah, s t a t i n g ;  "I conveyed A l l a h ' s  message t o  you", 
b a s i c a l l y ,  h e  is warning one from f a l l i n g  o u t s i d e  of t h e  r e l i g i o n  of  Islam. The Holy Quran 
gave forewarnine  i n  t h e  Chapter Tauba 34-35, below t h a t  one who does  n o t  g i v e  t o  Al lah  a  
percentage from h i s  wealth is a  hoarder  o f  weal th  and h a s  been given h e r e  i n  t h i s  v e r s e  t h e  
assurance  of t h e  H e l l - f i r e .  

(Wri te  t h e  Ayaat i n  Arabic and Ene l i sh )  9:34-35 



Case 8:05-cr-00214-CX Document 259-2 Filed 12/14/2007 Page 21 of 25 
-- . - . .- - - . 

. . . R m G  UINCEXNING ONE WE0 WE.5 NOT GIVE m T -  

AS a c o n s e n s u s  amnngst a l l  s c h o l a r s ,  anyone who d e n i e s  t h e  o h l i n a t o r i n e s s  o f  a n y  o f  t h e r e  
p i l l a r s  of I s l a m  (Shahada ,  M a t ,  Zaka t ,  Sawm and H a j i )  t hen  becnmes a d i s b ~ l i e v e r  ( K a a f i r )  
and  a s  c a n  b e  s e e n  f rom t h e  e v i d e n c e s  above.  one l e a v e s  one open t o  t h e  l o s t  o f  p a r a d i s e .  
Anyone who t h e r e f o r e  d e n i p s  t h a t  Zaknt  is a  n e c e s s a r y  and o h l i g a t n r y  a s p p c t  o f  Islag, t h e n  
t hey  h a v e  apostatized thems leves  from Al-Islam. Once a g a i n  my d e a r  b r o t h e r s ,  ou r 'we l l  
q u a l i f i e d  s c h o l a r s  h a v e  cnme t o  a disagr-ement  as t o  whether  a  p e r c o n  who a c c e p t s  , the . 

o h l i g a t i o n  of  Zaka t  y e t  do t o  l a z i n e s s ,  s t i n e i n e s s .  e t c .  r e f u s e s  t o  pay Zakat  becomes a 
d i s b e l i e v e r  o r  n o t .  Does  h e  remain a  Muslim, y e t  d i s n b e d i e n t ,  o r  d n e s  h e  cnmmit a n o s t a c y  a n d  
t h u s  l e a v e  t h e  r e l i ~ i o n  o f  Islm t n t a l l y .  Ahmad I b n  Hanbal h a s  been r e c o r d e d  i n  Al-1aal;lkas. 

I, 
Vol .  1 ,  pg.  159 as  s a y i n g .  Who e v e r  l e a v e s  t h e  n r a y e r  h a s  rommit ted  Kuf r .  And t h e r e  i s  no  

deed whose abandonment is Kufr e x c e o t  t h e  p r a y e r .  Whoever l e a v e s  i t  becnmes a d i s b e l i e v e r  
and  A l l a h  o e m i t s  t h e  t a k i n g  of h i s  l i fe ."  On t h e  o t h e r  hand;  

I b n  Al-Chaimeen h a s  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  one n a r r a t i o n  frnm Imam Ahrnad Ibn  Hanba l  is t h a t ;  
' ? the  o n e  who does  n o t  p a y  t h e  Zakat  o u t  of s t i n ~ i n ~ s s  becnmes a n  l l nb - l i eve r  i n  t -he same wav 
t h a t  o n e  who d o e s  n o t  p r a y  o u t  o f  l a z i n e s s  becnmes an  u n b e l i e v e r .  He s a y s  t h a t  t h i s  op inon  
js s x p p o r t e d  by some o f  Ahmad's f o l l o w e r s .  

I t  would seem my d e a r  b r o t h e r s  from t h e  Had i th  o f  t h e  Messenger  o f  A l l a h ( s )  t h a t  t h o s e  
~ h o . ~ ~ f ~ . q e  t o  pay t h e  Zaka t  would become d i s b e l i e v e r s ,  would b e  enough t o  d e a r  a l l  d o u b t  
c n n c e r n i n g  t h i s  undue b u t  i t  i s n ' t .  I am r e l u c t a n t  t o  go  o f f  i n t o  which o f  t h e  o n i n i o n s  o f  
Imam Ahmad was a u t h e n t i c  f o r  i t  becnmes i r r e l e v a n t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Comnanions 
themselves  were d i v i d e d  as t o  t h e  s ta te  of t h o s e  who r e f u s e  t o  Zaka t .  Abu Bakr d e c i d e d  t n  
t r e a t  them a s  a p o s t a t e s  and  f o r c e  them t o  pay through a  m i l i t a r v  e f f o r t  y e t  A l i  (RA) d i s a g r e e d .  
t h i s  d i s a g r e e m e n t  d i d  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  a c t i o n  f o r  Abu Bakr (RA) was t h e  K a l i f a h  and  t h e  Musl ims 
d u t y  is t o  "Obey" t h e  l e a d e r ,  y e t  i t  remained a  d i s ag r - ed  rlpon i s s u e .  The Companion I b n  Masood 
h a s  been r e c o r d e d  a s  saying t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  a  persnn  who had  abandoned t h e  Zaka t  
t o  b e  a  Muslim. He s a i d ;  "The one  who l e a v e s  pay ing  t h e  Zaka t  is n o t  a  Muslim. Abu Bakr s a i d  
d ~ a r i n g  h i s  K h a l i f a f  t h a t  h e  would f i g h t  a g a i n s t  anyone who d i s t i n e u i s h e s  between t h e  p r a y e r  
and  Z a k a t .  I n  t h e  r e c o r d i n g s  n f  Imam 111-Hadith Muslim from Abu Bakr  h e  s a y s :  "I w i l l  f i g h t  
anyone who d i s t i n g u i s h e s  between t h e  p r a y e r s  and Zakat-Zakat is t h e  compulsory  r i g h t  t o  pay 
me even  a  she -k id  which t h e y  used t o  pay a t  t h e  t i m e  of A l l a h ' s  M e s s e n g e r ( s ) ,  I w i l l  f i g h t  
them f o r  w i t h h o l d i n g  i t  ." 

S o  was s t a t e d  ear l ier .  t h e  q u e s t i o n  is whether  t h e y  have become a n  u n b e l i e v e r  and t h e  
o o i n i o n  o f  t h i s  Ulama is t h a t  t hey  have.  Whether t h e y  have  o l t t r i g h t  d e n i e d  t h e  o b l i g a t i n n  
o f  Z a k a t  o r  have  a c c e p t e d  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  Zaka t  b u t  th rough l a z i n e s s  o r  s t i n g i n e s s  have  
n o t  o a i d  i t ,  t h i s  Ulama h a s  fo l l owed  t h e  d e a r  t r a i l  o f  ev idence  and a r c e n t s  t h e i r  
t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  as d i s b e l i e f  and t h e n  a s  d i s b e l i e v e r s .  S o  f o r  t h e  Hudud f o r  t h i s  a r . t i n n - i f  
i n  a n  a r e a  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h o s e  o f  o u r  Jamaat t h p s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  t o  b e  f o u v h t  a g a i n s t  u n t i l  
Zakat i s  t a k e n ,  f o r  t h e  on ly  examnle ve have  r e g a r d l e s s  t o  d i f f e r i n g  o p i n i o n s  on t h i s  issue' 
a s  t o  t h e  nunishment  of t h e  r e j e c t o r s  o r  w i t h h o l d e r s  o f  Zakat  is t h a t  o f  o u r  b l e s s e d  A m i r  
ul-Mu'mineen Abu Bakr. These Comnanions n e v e r  even  asked t h e i r  r e j e c t o r s  whe the r  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  
o r  n o t  t h e y  j u s t  f o u ~ h t  them a s  i f  they  were a p n s t a t e s  from Islam, t h i s  was t h e  "Best  of 
Gene ra t i ons" ,  and t h i s  example is t h e  one  t o  be fo l lnwed by t h e  f o r e m o s t  w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n  
or t h e  l e a s t  b i t  of  comnromise e x c e p t  f o r  what S h a r i a h  w i l l  i l l o w .  A l l a h u  A l i m !  

T h e  v e r y  next  p i l l a r  i n  which I s l a m  s t a n d s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  n a r r a t i o n  is 
Siyaam ( f a s t i n g ) ,  o r  t o  a b s t a i n  frnm something whether  i t  b e  food  o r  d r i n k  o r  e v e n  f o r  t h a t  
m a t t e r .  s p e a k i n g .  I n  t h e  S h a r i a h ,  i t  i s  a  v e r y  g r e a t ,  o b l i e a t o r y  and  e s s e n t i a l  ac t  t o  g a i n .  
c l o s e n e s s  t o  A l l a h  and is t h e  a b s t a i n i n g  from food ,  d r i n k ,  and s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  d u r i n g  t h e  
days  o f  Ramadan. F a s t i n g  i n  and o f  i t s e l f  is of two t y p e s ;  t h e  O b l i n a t n r y  and  t h e  recommended. 
The O b l i g a t o r y  f a s t  of Ramadan h a s  bpen n r e s c r i b e d  f o r  t h e  Muslims a s  a n  n b l i g a t i o n  bo th  i n  
t h e  H a d i t h ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  one on q u e s t i o n  a s  well as t h e  many Ayat o f  Quran. A l l a h  t a  a l n  s a y s  
i n  Al-Baqarah 183 ( w r i t e  i n  Arabic  and  i n  E n g l i s h ) .  

T h e  P r o o h e t ( s )  have a l s o  s a i d  i n  h i s  r eco rded  s a y i n g s  o f  g u i d a n c e  and wisdom t h a t :  
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" F a s t i n g  i s  a  s h i e l d  from t h e  He l l -F i r e  l i k e  o n e  o f  your  s h i e l d s  s h i e l d i n g  you w h i l e  
f i & t i n g . "  (Ahmad, Nasaai and Al-Albaani 's  a s  S a q h i r  as Sah ih . )  

This  ayah  of Quran, t h e  book whose v e r s e s  a r e  w i t h o u t  f l a w s ;  h a s  e s t . a b l i s h e d , a ~  a a p e r t  
o f  f a s t i n g  n n t  mentioned bv t h e  Muslims of  today.  We f i n d  Muslims o f  o u r  day  w h e n a s k e d . w h v  
they fast in t h e  month of Ramadan say ing :  "I f a s t  s o  t h a t  I c a n  g a i n  ' d i s c i p l i n e J ! ' '  T h i s  answer  
is n o t  A b e t t e r  answer f o r  one  who j u s t  have  n o t  t a k e n  t h e  t i m e  t o  pnnde r  on who 
has n o t  read  any of t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  of  t h e  Nabi u l l a h ( s )  c o t ~ l d  h a v e  been s i m p l y  b ~ c a u s e  A l l a h .  
t h e  Most Hieh, has o rde red  us  t o  i n  t h e  f i n a l  r e v e l a t i o n .  The problem I f i n d  on  t h e s e  and 
o t h P r  r e l a t e d  answers  conce rn ing  t h e  r e a s n n  Eluslims f a s t  based  o n  h~rman l o e i c  is t h a t  t h e v  
a r e  n o t  t o t a l l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  wisdoms o f  t h e  Quran and  Had i th .  T h i s  d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t  
d i s c i n l i n e  is n o t  achieved through t h e  a c t  of f a s t i n e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  is ach ieved  h u t  n o t  1 :n t i l  
t h e  h e a r t  s u b m i t s  t o  t h e  mqi-its o f  t h e  f a s t .  The v e r s e  o f  Q u r y - a b o v e  m e n t i o n s  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  
of  Taqwan, ( --), t h i s  wnrd romes from Taqwa (_=; + ) which means l i t e r a l l y  
o iousness .  god-fear ingness ,  f e a r  o f  god,  p i e t y  and o r  religiousness, and i n  n o  way c a n  

I ,  
"d i sc ip l inew be t h e  g o a l  acco rd ing  t o  this v e r s e  b u t  t h r o u a h  t h e s e  means. Yet, d i s c i p l i n e "  
a s  is r e a l i z e d  through t h e  s e l f  s a c r i f i c e  and o r  r e s t r a i n t  f rom wor ld ly  and or m a t e r i a l  d e s i r e s  
can i n  f a c t  be ach ieved  v i s u a l l y  w i t h o u t  t h e  p re seqce  of  pod-fear or R e l i g i o u s n e s s .  One r a n  - 
e a s i l y  f o l l o w  t h e  o r d e r s  of  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r ,  f o l l o w  t h e  p r e c e p t s  of h i s  own b i a s e d  
o o l i c i p s  and a b s t a i n  from dnrgs ,  a l c o h n l ,  and meat p r o d u c t s ,  as w e l l  a s  food  and  d r i n k  d u r i n g  
d a y l i e h t  hour s  and c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  till t h e  Day of Judgement ,  l i v i n g  t n t a l l y  i n  
accnrdance  t o  a  d i s c i n l i n e d  n r o t o c n l  y e t  bankrupt  of n i o u s n e s s ,  god-fear ,  and R e l i g i o u s n e - s  
a l s o  de f ined  i n  t h e  word "Taqwa" a s  w e l l  a s  t r u e  d i s c i o l i n e  f o r  h e  w i l l  b e  s u b m i t t i n g  t n  t h e  
w i l l  and d e s i r e s  of A l l a h  on ly  r e a l i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of P a r a d i s e  and Punishment  of 
Hell-Fire a r e  r e a l i t i e s  d e a l t  w i t h  e i t h e r  through obed ience  t o  A l l a h  and H i s  d e s e r v e d  
submisqion o r  nbecfience t o  t h e  l e s s e r  o r  i n f e r i o r  f a c e s  o f  t h e  s h a y a a t i n .  The P r o p h e t ( s )  l e a d  
one t o  s t r i v e  h a r d e r  by ment ioning  t h a t  f a s t i n g  is a l s o  a s h i e l d  from t h e  H e l l - F i r e  i n  t h e  
same way a  s h i e l d  works when be ing  used i n  b a t t l e ,  b u t  o n e  must  unde r s t and  t h a t  a s h i e l d  i n  

I, b a t t l e  p r o t e c t s  one t o t a l l y U f r o m  t h e  d e a t h  t h a t  would b e  a p n a r e n t  t h rough  t h e  t r a n s g r e s s i n n s  
of t o  t h e  enemies weanon i f  t h e  s h i e l d  were n o t  n r e s e n t .  T h i s  n ro t - ec t ion  i n  t h e  a f t e r - l i f e  
from He l l -F i r e  is g i v e n o n l y  t o  t hose 'who  have  a c c e o t e d  t h i s  r e l i e i o u s n e s s  and  god- fea r  
desc r ibed  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  Taqwa. T h e r e f o r e ,  f a s t i n g  b e i n g  used  as  a  s h i e l d  from t h e  h e  
Hell-Fire i s  achieved on ly  af ter  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  and s u b m i s s i o n  t o  Al l ah  t h r o u g h  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  
and obedience  t o  h i s  tho.-en s l a v e  Muhammad Ibn  A b d u l l a h ( s ) .  The P r n p h e t ( s )  h a s  a l s o  d e s r r i b e d  
how t h e  f a s t  and t h e  Puran w i l l  h e l p  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  a f t e r - l i f e  i n  t h i s  h a d i t h  r e c o r d e d  
i n  Ahmad and Al-Albani 's  Jami  as S a q h i r  a s  Sahih :  . - u 

7, 
./.., R- . .; , 

The f a s t  and t h e  Quran s h a l l  come a s  i n t e r c e s s o r s  on t h e  Day of R e s u r e c t i o n . ~ l l  
f a s t  s h a l l  s a y :  0' Lnrd ,  I have o reven ted  him f rom h i s  food  and d r i n k  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  
sn l e t  me i n t e r c e d e  f o r  him. The Quran w i l l  s a y :  ' I  k e o t  him from s l e e p  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  
50 l e t  me i n t e r c e d e  f o r  him.' Then they  w i l l  he a l lowed  t o  i n t e r r e d e . "  

He (Saw) a l s o  s a y s  recorded i n  t h e  two Sah ih ' s :  - 
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"Allah h a s  s a i d ,  h e  l e a v e s  fnod,  d r i n k ,  and d e s i r e s  bpcause of m e .  F n s t i n g  is  f n r  
my s a k e  and I s h a l l  reward I. And every good deed s h a l l  be  rewarded ten-fold." 

can  b e  s e e n  by t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  Had'ith by t h e  Pronhe t ( s )  t h e  words "Allah 
h a s  sa id" ,  is an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  i ts  d i v i n e  s t a t u s  a s  a  Qudsi Hadith.  The merits o f  t h e  f a s t  
i s  innumerable and must be s o u ~ h t  a f t e r  by t h e  p ious  Muslims a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Muslims s t r i v i n g  
f n r  p iousness  i n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  t h a t  c l o s e n e s s  t o  Al lah  t h a t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  h i s  pfacement i n  
t h e  Paradise w i t h  t h e  P r o p h e t s  (AS) and Martyrs .  t h e  Month of Ramadan i t s - l f  h a s  been c l e a r l y  
indicated i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  reward of  P a r a d i s e  and hope f o r  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  s i n s  
i n  the  Hadith recorded i n  Bakhari  and Muslim: ; 

c- a - 
"Whoever f a s t  t h e  month of Ramadan wi th  f a i t h  and honine  f o r  i ts reward s h a l l  have 

a l l  nf h i s  p r e v i o u s  s i n s  fn rg iven  f o r  him." 

Therefore ,  t h e  f a s t i n g  of t h i s  month i n  which we were  b l e s s e d  wi th  t h e  Holy Ouran ar . t s  
i n  t h e  same mannpr as t h e  Shahada of t h e  Convert  i n  r e l a t i o n b  p a s t  s i n s ,  hence t h e  s i n s  
cnmmitted a s  a  Muslim t h a t  one may, due t o  n e g l e c t  o r  f o r g e t f u l n e s s ,  have no t  r e p e n t e d  f n r  
will be f o r g i v e n  a f t e r  t h e  completion of t h e  p a s t  i n  t h e  Month o f  Ramadan. T h i s  month has  
a l s n  been mentioned bv name i n  Al-Quran ul-Kareem i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  f a s t  t h ~ ~ s  making i t  
n f f i c i a l  t h a t  anynne who d e n i e s  t h e  o b l i g a t o r i n e s s  of t h e  f a s t  i n  t h e  Month of Ramadan and 
r e j e c t s  its p r a t i c e  a s  a  p i l l a r  upon which I s l a m  s t a n d s  t h e n  becomes a  non-bel iever  o r  
a p o s t a t e .  The Holy and Blessed Quran s a y s  (2:185--write Eno l i sh /Arah ic  her- . )  

I t  is recorded i n  t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  and g r e a t l v  needed commentary of  An Nawewi:s 40 Hadi th  
C n l l e c t i o n  Vol.  1 ,  ng. 381,  by Zarabozo t h a t  Ibn  1114ayyim no ted  snme of t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  and 
important  a s p e c t s  of  f a s t i n g  when h e  wrote: . 

The purnose of  f a s t i n e  i s  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  of man was r e l e a s e d  from t h e  c l u t c h e s  
nf d e s i r e s  and moderation p reva i l ed  i n  h i s  c a r n a l  s e l f ,  and ,  through i t ,  h e  r e a l i z e d  
t h e  go& of p u r i f i c a t i n n  and e v e r l a s t i n e  f e l i c i t y .  It i s  aimed a t  c u r t a i l i n e  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  
of d e s i r e  and l u s t  by means of  hunger and t h i r s t ,  a t  i n d u c i n g  man t o  r e a l i z e  how many 
were t h e r e  i n  t h e  world l i k e  him who had t o  gn even wi thou t  a  s m a l l  q u a n t i t y  of food,  
a t  making i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  Devi l  t o  dece ive  him, and a t  r e s t r a i n i n g  h i s  n rgans  f rom 
tu rn ine  towards t h i n e s  i n  which t h e r e  was t h e  l o s s  of  b o t h  worlds .  F a s t i n g ,  t h u s ,  is 
t h e  b r i d l e  of t h e  god-fearing,  t h e  s h i e l d  of  t h e  C r u s a d e r s  and t h e  d i s r i p l i n e  of t h e  
v i r tnous .  " 
(Nadvi ng. 173) 
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A s  was a l h l d e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  one  who d e n i e s  t h e  O b l i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a s t  i n  t h e  B le s sed  
and  S a c r e d  Month nf Ramadan becnmes a d i s b p l i e v e r  f o r  t h e  p l ~ c e  of t h e  f a s t  h a s  been  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Quran as w e l l  as t h e  Had i th  w i t h  c l e a r  c e r t a i n t y .  As f n r  ( l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  
two p i l l a r s  t h e  S a l a t  and  Z a k a t )  one  who a c c e p t s  t h e  O b l i g a t i o n  of t h e  f a s t  h u t  f o r  some r e a s o n  
h a s  n o t  obse rved  i t :  t h e r e  is one H a d i t h ,  i t  would c l e a r  t h i s  i s s u e  u p  w i t h  o n e  b l o y .  It is 

"The b a r e  e s s e n c e  of  I s l a m  and t h e  b a s i c s ,  upon which I s l a m  h a s  been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
a r e  t h r e e .  Whoever l e a v e s  one  of  them becomes an  u n b e l i e v e r  and h i s  b lood  may b e  l e g a l l y  
s p i l l e d .  (These  a c t s  a r e : )  T e s t i f v i n e  t h e r e  is n o  God e x c e p t  A l l a h ,  t h e  O b l i g a t o r y  
n r a v e r s ,  and  t h e  f a s t  n f  Ramadan." 

I b n  Y a ' l a  and  ad-Fahami s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  is Hasan and i f  i t  were would b e  enough t o  end  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n ,  b u t  t h e  mos t  a u t h o r a t i v e  Had i th  s p e c i a l i s t  of o u r  rime Al-Albani h a v e  d e c l a r e d  
i t  weak and h a s  a t t r i b u t e d  i t  t o  I b n  Abbas and n o t  a s t a t e m e n t  of A l l a h ' s  M e s s e n g e r ( s ) .  b e i n g  
t h a t  t h i s  is n o t  a " f a b r i c a t e d "  weak Had i th  and  i n  t h e  o n i n i o n  nf Al-Albani is a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  s u c h  a n  a u t h o r a t i v e  Companinn i n  I b n  Abhas. i t  l e a v e s  m e  w i t h  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h i s  i s s u e  
l e f t  nn o n e s  mind.  F o r  I b n  Abbas t o  make such  a d e f i n i t e  s t a t p m e n t  shows t h e  i m n o r t a n c e  of 
t h e  f a s t  of Ramadan a l o n e .  I f  one r e a s o n s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A l l a h  h a s  promised t h i s  Comnanion 
P a r a d i s e  i n  S u r a h  92'100, and  t h e  fac t  t h a t  n o  companion would make snch  a  statement u n l e s s  
he  was t e l l i n g  a  t r u t h  f o r  h e  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  would be  tantamount  t o  d i s b e l i e f ,  we would have  
t o  r e g a r d  s u c h  a  Derson a n  u n b e l i e v e r ,  t h e y  u r g e  nne  t o  c o n s i d e r  I b n  Abbas '  s t a t e m e n t  c a r e f ~ r l l v  
i f  one c h n o s e s  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a s t  y e t  n e g l e c t s  i ts '  a n p l i c a t i o n  b e i n g  t h a t  
i t  may have been  c o r r e r t .  Shavkh-Thahabi as r e c o r d e d  i n  Za rabozo ' s  Commentary o n  t h e  Hadi th  
o f  Nawawi pg. 353, Vol.  1, once wrote:  

I t  According t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e l i e v e r s ,  anyone who l e a v e s  t h e  f a s t  o f  Ramadan 
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  s i c k  i s  wnrse t h a n  a  f o r n i c a t o r  o r  a n  a l c o h o l i c .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  doub t  h i s  
I s l am and  t h e y  s u s p e c t  t h a t  h e  might  b e  a Zandiqah ( r enegade  a g a i n s t  I s l a m )  and  one  of 
t h o s e  who d e s t r o y  I s lam."  

The Ulama and  J a m i y a a t  a l - I s l am must make t h e  r u l i n g  o f  d i s b e l i e f  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  maj0ri.t.y 
on t h o s e  who r e j e c t  t h e  o b l i g a t n r y  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  n i l l a r  of Islam. Yet on t h e  i s s u e  of one  
who a c c e p t s  i t s  ( f a s t i n g )  o b l i g a t i n n  bu t  due  t n  a  r e a s n n  o t h e r  t hnn  t h o s e  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  t h e  
books of f i q h ,  r e j e c t  i ts obse rvance ,  t h i s  Ulama h a s  r u l e d  t h a t  t h e y  are t o  be  c n n s i d e r e d  
" f a a s i a "  based on t h e  ambiguous n a t u r e  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  punishment t n  t h i s  pe r snn  
5s you would a p o l y  t o  t h e  a l c o h o l i c  o f  f o r n i c a t o r ,  h i s  t e s t i m n n y  is no t  a r c e n t e d  and  h e  i s  
t r e a t e d  a s  a  m i s c h i e f  maker.  

The Haij which means. He p r e ~ a r e d  o r  betook h l m s e l f ,  t o ,  o r  towards  a  p e r s o n  o r  o b j e c t  
> f  r e v e r e n c e  is i u s t  t h a t ,  a  means o f  t a k i n g  o n e s ~ l f  t o  a  s i t e  o f  r e v p r e n c e ,  t h e  Holy S a n t u a r v  
3 t  Makkah. The Quran h a s  made t h i s  r i tual and a l l  of i ts  r i g h t s  a r c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Sunnah o f  
~ u r  b l e s sed  P r o n h e t  Muhammad I b n  Abdl l l l ah(s )  i n  t h e  Ayat o f  S u r a h  a l i  Imaan 97: ( W r i t e  i n  
j r a b i c  and E n g l i s h . )  T h e r e f o r e , i t s  d e n i a l  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i l l a r  o f  I s l a m  a .  a n  O b l i g a t i o n  
: h a t  must be observed  by a l l  Muslims (who are  a h l e )  is tan tamount  t o  d i s b e l i e f  and  a p o = t a c y .  
The reward o f  t h i s  a c t  h a s  been d i s c u s s e d  numerously bv t h e  Messenger o f  A l l a h  i n  t h e  Had i th  
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i n  t h e  two S a h i h ' s ,  some of  which a r e  ;entioned below: 

I '7 
Q C 

. . 

"Whnever pe r fo rms  Ha.jj f n r  t h e  s a k e  o f  A l l a h  and does  n n t  commit a n y  l q d n e s s  o r  
s i n s  r e t u r n s  l i k e  t h e  day i n  which h i s  mother  gave  him b i r t h . "  ( w i t h o u t  a n y  s i n s )  
and  

c.- 
- '-L~ 2; dLT)\ J\ '< i ?---I I /' , ' L , , ~  -- - 

- 5.d / 

"One Umrah u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  Umrah is a n  e x p i r a t i n n  f o r  what is be tween  them--And t h e  
H a i i  that  is a c c e n t e d  by  A l l a h  and pprfnrmed p r o p e r l y  h a s  n o  reward n t h e r  t h a n  n a r a d i s e .  

11 

and- - 
L 

,y,- - .. 

"The Messenger (s )  was a s k e d ,  'What is t h e  b e s t  deed? '  He s t a t e d .  ' B e l i e f  i n  A l l ah  
and  t h e  Messenge r . '  He was t h e n  a s k e d ,  'What nex t ? '  He s a i d ,  ' J i h a d  i n  t h e  way of A l l a h . '  
He w a s  a g a i n  a s k e d ,  'What n e x t ? '  He r e p l i e d ,  'The H a j j  which i s - p e r f o r m e d  correctlv 
a c c e p t e d  by A l l a h . ' "  

?'he P r o p h e t  Muhammad(s) h a s  g i v e n  u s  many r ewards  t o  r u s h  t owards  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  H a j i  
s p i r i t u a l l y  h l ~ m b l e s  t h e  o e r s o n  who e x p e r i e n c e s  its r i g h t s .  E l  Hajj Mal ik  El -Shabbazz  (Malcnlm 
X). r a i s e d  i n  America a t  a  time t h a t  r a c i s m  a g a i n s t  p e n p l e  o f  c o l o r  was p r e v a l e n t  a s  well 
as  t h e  rn i s eu idanceuo f  t h e  Musalima ( N a t i o n  o f  I s l a m )  had grown t o  d e n p i s e  and h a t e  t h e  White 
Plan f o r  h i s  o p p r e s s i o n s  and ens lavement  o f  h i s  a n c e s t o r s .  He i o i n e d  t h e  g r o u p s  of Muslim 
p r e t e n d e r s  l e d  by t h e  d i s p i c a b l e  E l i j a h  "Ponle" Muhammad and found c n n t e n t m e n t  i n  t h i s  h a t e  
a f t e r  a  l i f e  of d i s o b e d i e n c e  t n  A l l a h ,  h e  used  t h i s  h a t e  f o r  t h e  Whi te  Man a n d  s t a r t e d  on 
h i s  q u - s t  F o r  knowledge  nf self which would t h e n  l e a d  him c l o s e r  t o  knowing h i s  d u t i e s  i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  God. A s  time went a l n n g  and  h e  began  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  l i e s  and  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of  t h e  d e s p i c a b l e  E l i j a h  P n o l e ,  h e  went  i n  s e a r c h  o f  T r u e  Islam. Upon a c e p t i n g  
Isl.am. h e  t r a v e l e d  o f f  t n  B i l a d  ul-Haramain i n  o r d e r  t o  per form t h e  h a j i  r i e h t s  o r d e r e d  bv 
t h e  Quran and  Sllnnah. T h e r e  h e  folrnd t h e  r i c h ,  pno r ,  B l a c k ,  White ,  and a l l  o t h e r  r.lacses of  
humans, Mus l ims .  s u b m i t t i n g  t n  t h e i r  Lord A l l a h  and f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r i t u a l  r i g h t s  o f  wor sh ip  
t o g e t h e r  as was t a u g h t  by t h e  Noble P r o p h e t  Muhammad(s): It was t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  i n s p i r e d  
E l - H a j j i  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  I s l a m  i n  America amnngst Z a n j i  (B l acks )  and t e a c h  them its t r u e  
n e s s a a g e ,  h e n c e  l e a d i n g  t h i s  misguided g r o u p  t o  a  new awakening. F o r  t h e  wnmen. A l l a h ' s  
Messeneer  made H a j j  e o u a l  t o  J i h a d  U1-Kaabeer i n  A l l a h ' s  c a u s e ,  r e c o r d e d  i n  I b n  Maiah  and 
s c c o r d i n g  to Al-Albaani  i t  is S a h i h  i t  s a y s  a f t e r  t h e  P r n p h e t ( s )  was a s k e d  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  

I t  women a r e  r e q u i r e d "  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  p h v s i c a l  J i h a d ,  Re answered :  

"Ycs, llpon them is J ihad  which d n e s  n o t  c o n t a i n  f i p h t i n g :  Haij and  Umrah ( l e s s e r  
P i l e r i m a g e ) .  " 

\ s i d e  f rom t h e  r e w a r d s  mentioned above ,  t h e  Hajj is a l s o  a  p l a c e  where Musl ims  f r o m  a l l  ove r  
:he wor ld  come t o  n l u g  i n  w i t h  o n e  a n n t h e r  and t r u l y  l i v e  up t o  t h e  Ayat  o f  S u r a h  49:13 ( A r a b i . ~  
3nd E n g l i s h ) ,  t o  l i v e  and know one  a n o t h e r  and c n n j o i n  a l o n g  w i t h  o u r  b r o t h e r s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  


