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Associate Fellow, International Centre for Counter-Terrorism – The Hague
September 2017
My full name is Daveed Eliahu Ephraim Gartenstein-Ross. I am a scholar, practitioner, and author
with around twenty years of professional experience and educational study examining violent nonstate actors (VNSAs), with a particular focus on the movement that self-identifies as salafi
jihadism, as well as U.S.-based militant white separatist groups.
I am the Chief Executive Officer of Valens Global, a private commercial entity that focuses on the
challenges posed by VNSAs. I also hold appointments at think tanks in the United States and
Europe. I have been a Senior Fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD), a
nonpartisan policy institute in Washington, D.C., for over a decade.1 I am also an Associate Fellow
at the International Centre for Counter-Terrorism – The Hague (ICCT). I have authored several
studies for ICCT, some of which required international field research. Studies I wrote for ICCT
include reports on the Tunisian jihadist group Ansar al-Sharia, a history of the Libyan civil war,
and a review of how the Islamic State’s (ISIS) propaganda plays a role in its strategy for global
expansion.2 I also recently served a term as a Fellow at Google’s think tank Jigsaw, for which I
led several major research projects examining extremists’ use of online platforms, and what can
be done to counter them.3
1

For a sense of the work I have done for FDD, see the following books and studies that I authored for the institute, or
for which I served as a volume editor: Daveed Gartenstein-Ross et al., Islamic State 2021: Possible Futures in North
and West Africa (Washington, DC: FDD Press, 2017); Daveed Gartenstein-Ross et al., China’s Post-2014 Role in
Afghanistan (Washington, DC: FDD Press, 2014); Daveed Gartenstein-Ross & Jonathan Schanzer eds., Allies,
Adversaries and Enemies: America’s Increasingly Complex Alliances (Washington, DC: FDD Press, 2014); Daveed
Gartenstein-Ross & Daniel Trombly, The Tactical and Strategic Use of Small Arms by Terrorists and Terrorist Groups
(Washington, DC: FDD Press, 2012); Daveed Gartenstein-Ross & Linda Frum eds., Terror in the Peaceable Kingdom:
Understanding and Addressing Violent Extremism in Canada (Washington, DC: FDD Press, 2012).
2
See Daveed Gartenstein-Ross, Ansar al-Sharia Tunisia’s Long Game: Dawa, Hisba, and Jihad (The Hague: ICCT
– The Hague, 2013); Daveed Gartenstein-Ross, Bridget Moreng & Kathleen Soucy, Raising the Stakes: Ansar alSharia in Tunisia’s Shift to Jihad (The Hague: ICCT – The Hague, 2014); Daveed Gartenstein-Ross & Nathaniel Barr,
Dignity and Dawn: Libya’s Escalating Civil War (The Hague: ICCT – The Hague, 2015); Daveed Gartenstein-Ross,
Nathaniel Barr & Bridget Moreng, The Islamic State’s Global Propaganda Strategy (The Hague: ICCT – The Hague,
2016).
3
Much of the work I undertook for Jigsaw/Google is confidential, but one project, the Redirect Method, has been
made public. See Andy Greenberg, “Google’s Clever Plan to Stop Aspiring ISIS Recruits,” Wired, September 7, 2016,
at https://www.wired.com/2016/09/googles-clever-plan-stop-aspiring-isis-recruits/. As Greenberg explains, the
program
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I have experience teaching at the university level, in both graduate and undergraduate programs.
From 2013-17, I held an appointment as an Adjunct Assistant Professor in Georgetown
University’s Security Studies Program, where I taught a course on Violent Non-State Actors. (I
was invited to continue teaching in the 2017-18 school year, but declined because my family
moved away from the D.C. area.) I previously served as a Lecturer for graduate and undergraduate
classes at the Catholic University of America, where I taught courses on Violent Non-State Actors,
and on Al-Qaeda and Its Affiliates. I have also taught classes for, or held faculty appointments at,
the University of Southern California (teaching from 2013-present for the school’s Executive
Program in Counter-Terrorism) and the University of Maryland (Faculty Research Assistant in the
Institute for Advanced Computer Studies, 2013-14).
I hold a Ph.D. in World Politics from the Catholic University of America, a J.D., magna cum laude,
from the New York University School of Law, and a B.A. with Honors, magna cum laude, from
Wake Forest University.
In addition to my education and professional work, I spent the better part of a year immersed in a
charity organization that actively propagated salafi jihadist ideas, and was connected to the
international salafi jihadist movement. As an idealistic young college student who was seeking
deeper spiritual fulfillment, I converted to the Islamic faith in my early twenties. I was looking for
employment between college and law school (a period stretching from December 1998 through
August 1999), and applied for a position at an Islamic charity organization, the Al Haramain
Islamic Foundation, located in my hometown of Ashland, Oregon. When I took the job, I did not
realize that it was part of a broader salafi jihadist charitable front with offices throughout the globe,
and multiple layers of connection to the al-Qaeda terrorist organization. Both Al Haramain’s head
office and also the branch that I worked for were ultimately designated as terrorist organizations.4
My time working for the charity and my inner struggles with the extremist ideas that Al Haramain
was propagating internally are documented in my first book, My Year Inside Radical Islam. 5
Though I moved away from extremist Islam, and ultimately from the Islamic faith itself, this
places advertising alongside results for any keywords and phrases that Jigsaw has determined people
attracted to ISIS commonly search for. Those ads link to Arabic- and English-language YouTube
channels that pull together preexisting videos Jigsaw believes can effectively undo ISIS’s
brainwashing—clips like testimonials from former extremists, imams denouncing ISIS’s corruption
of Islam, and surreptitiously filmed clips inside the group’s dysfunctional caliphate in Northern
Syria and Iraq.
The website that Jigsaw set up to explain the Redirect Method can be found at https://redirectmethod.org/. I led Valens
Global’s efforts to map the counter-extremist narrative space on YouTube for this project.
4
See U.S. Department of the Treasury, press release, “U.S.-Based Branch of Al Haramain Foundation Linked to
Terror: Treasury Designates U.S. Branch, Director, September 9, 2004,” https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/pressreleases/Pages/js1895.aspx (designating U.S. branch of Al Haramain); U.S. Department of the Treasury, press release,
“Treasury Designates Al Haramain Islamic Foundation,” June 19, 2008, https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/pressreleases/Pages/hp1043.aspx (designation of the head office). In addition to being named a Specially Designated Global
Terrorist, the branch that I worked for pled guilty to tax fraud related to a transfer of $150,000 to Chechnya. See U.S.
Attorney’s Office, District of Oregon, press release, “Specially Designated Global Terrorist Al-Haramain Islamic
Foundation, Inc. Pleads Guilty to Tax Fraud,” July 29, 2014, https://www.justice.gov/usao-or/pr/specially-designatedglobal-terrorist-al-haramain-islamic-foundation-inc-pleads-guilty.
5
Daveed Gartenstein-Ross, My Year Inside Radical Islam: A Memoir (New York: Tarcher/Penguin, 2007).
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experience would do a great deal to shape my future passion for keeping America and its interests
safe from the scourge of terrorism. The experience also provided me with a further, unique window
into salafi jihadism and radicalization to violent extremist ideas.
I have three interlocking areas of competency that are relevant to the present case. The first area
pertains to violent extremist movements claiming their inspiration from Islam (referred to herein
as Islamist militancy, indicating these groups’ goal of violently imposing their particular version
of religious law, or sharia). Beginning around 1998, I have frequently traveled overseas to do
professional work or conduct field research in multiple countries that are relevant to understanding
transnational jihadism, including Iraq, Israel, Nigeria, Tunisia, Turkey, Qatar, and the United Arab
Emirates. I have reviewed thousands of open-source documents about Islamist militancy, and I
have served as a consultant and expert on terrorism and national security issues for the U.S.,
Canadian and Dutch governments, the European Union, NATO, and private organizations. In the
course of this work, I have been certified by governmental bodies as a subject matter expert (SME)
on terrorism and Islamist militant groups on multiple occasions, including for the following
projects:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

serving as a co-principal investigator for a three-year, $1.5 million project for the Office of
Naval Research, using a big-data approach to analyze relationships among Islamist
militants to predict where splits are likely occur within these organizations;
designing and delivering training for officials and analysts at U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), for which I am currently the lead SME on a contract to deliver training
services for CBP for a twelve-month period from 2016-17;
separate from the training contract, serving as a SME on terrorism and VNSAs for CBP, a
contract for which I began performance on May 1, 2017;
serving as a Senior Advisor to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Office for
Community Partnerships, which is a leading agency involved in domestic work related to
countering violent extremism (CVE);
designing and delivering training on global terrorism for the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers’ Individual Terrorism Awareness Course (INTAC), for which I have been the
lead instructor since June 2016;
lecturing for U.S. Army units about to deploy to countries such as Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq,
Jordan, Kuwait and Afghanistan—as well as for foreign militaries, including in Bulgaria,
Croatia and Poland—through the Naval Postgraduate School’s Leader Development and
Education for Sustained Peace (LDESP) program, for which I taught on over 70 occasions
from 2009-17;
serving as a SME providing information and analysis to the Joint Improvised-Threat Defeat
Organization (JIDO) on four different occasions, including projecting the aftermath of
ISIS’s advances in Iraq, and analyzing the future of the Libyan civil war;
serving as a SME for the U.S. Department of State’s Office of Anti-Terrorism Assistance,
designing curriculum and leading instruction for that organization;
leading training for the Anti-Terrorism Advisory Council (ATAC) on four separate
occasions;
organizing and facilitating a conference in Nigeria, as a European Union-appointed
Strategic Communication Expert, helping civil society activists understand militant
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groups’ use of social media (particularly that of Boko Haram) and forge a strategic action
plan for countering it.
I have also been court-certified to serve as an expert witness on terrorism and Islamist militant
groups in the following federal cases:
•
•
•
•

Foley v. Syrian Arab Republic (D.D.C., 2017), where I served as an expert witness on Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi’s terrorist organization;
In the Matter of Abdul Qadir (Arlington, Va. Immigration Court, 2015), where I served as
an expert witness on Afghanistan’s Taliban;
In the Matter of B.O. in Removal Proceedings (Boston Immigration Court, 2012), where I
served as an expert witness on al-Qaeda’s activities and capabilities in Kenya; and
In the Matter of A.D. (Memphis, Tenn. Immigration Court, 2012), In the Matter of A.A.W.
(Bloomington, Minnesota Immigration Court, 2012), In the Matter of A.A.I. (Colorado
Immigration Court, 2011), In the Matter of the Application for Withholding of A.A.M.
(Boston Immigration Court, 2011), and In the Matter of the Application for Asylum of
M.A.A. (N.J. Immigration Court, 2009), for all of which I served as an expert witness on
the Somali group al-Shabaab.

In addition to the aforementioned work which required certification as an expert, other professional
work I have undertaken related to VNSAs and Islamist militancy includes serving as a Subject
Matter Consultant to the private security firm Corporate Risk International for a live hostage
negotiation with the Iraqi militant group Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq; producing reports for firms in the oil
and gas industry that need to make investment decisions related to VNSAs, or protect their
facilities and personnel; and designing and leading strategic simulations exploring the competition
between VNSAs and state actors for academic institutions like Johns Hopkins University. I have
testified about my areas of core competency before the U.S. House and Senate more than a dozen
times, as well as before the Canadian House of Commons.
Additionally, I am an author with specialized knowledge in the field of VNSAs and militant
Islamism. I am the author or volume editor of twenty-two books and monographs, and I have
written on these topics in peer-reviewed academic publications and the mainstream press. This
work is outlined in my Curriculum Vitae, but some relevant selections include:
Books and Monographs
• Islamic State 2021: Possible Futures in North and West Africa (with J. Zenn and N. Barr),
Foundation for Defense of Democracies, 2017.
• The Islamic State’s Global Propaganda Strategy (with N. Barr and B. Moreng), ICCT –
The Hague, 2016.
• The War between the Islamic State and al-Qaeda: Strategic Dimensions of a Patricidal
Conflict (with J. Fritz, B. Moreng and N. Barr), Valens Global, report produced for U.S.
Special Operations Command Central (SOCCENT), 2015.
• The Crisis in North Africa: Implications for Europe and Options for EU Policymakers
(with N. Barr, G. Willcoxon, and N. Basuni), Netherlands Institute of International
Relations Clingendael, 2015.
• Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis’s Oath of Allegiance to the Islamic State, Wikistrat, 2015.
4
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•

Bin Laden’s Legacy, New York: John Wiley & Sons, 2011.

Book Chapters
• “MENA Countries’ Responses to the Foreign Fighter Phenomenon,” in A. de Guttry et al.
eds., Foreign Fighters Under International Law and Beyond (The Hague: T.M.C. Asser
Press, 2016).
• “The Evolution of Post-Ben Ali Tunisian Jihadism,” in A. Celso & R. Nalbandov eds., The
Crisis of the African State (Quantico, Va.: Marine Corps University Press, 2016).
• “The Genesis, Rise, and Uncertain Future of al-Qaeda,” in R. Law ed., The Routledge
History of Terrorism, Routledge, 2015.
• “Violent Non-State Actors in the Afghanistan-Pakistan Relationship,” in C. Fair & S.
Watson eds., Pakistan’s Challenges, University of Pennsylvania Press, 2015.
• “The Legacy of Osama bin Laden’s Strategy,” in David Kamien ed., The McGraw-Hill
Homeland Security Handbook, McGraw-Hill, 2012.
Academic and Technical Publications
• “Violent Non-State Actors in the Age of Social Media: A Twenty-First Century Problem
Requires a Twenty-First Century Toolkit,” Georgetown Security Studies Review, special
issue, February 2017.
• “How al-Qaeda Survived the Islamic State Challenge” (with N. Barr), Current Trends in
Islamist Ideology (Hudson Institute), August 30, 2016.
• “Recent Attacks Illuminate the Islamic State’s Europe Attack Network” (with N. Barr),
Jamestown Foundation, April 27, 2016.
• “Tunisian Jihadism After the Sousse Massacre” (with B. Moreng), CTC Sentinel, October
2015.
• “The Role of Iraqi Tribes after the Islamic State’s Ascendance” (with S. Jensen), Military
Review, July-August 2015.
• “A Critical Link between Jabhat al-Nusra and al-Qaeda: Abu Humam al-Suri,” Militant
Leadership Monitor 6:5 (May 2015).
• “Al-Shabaab’s Insurgency in Somalia: A Data-Based Snapshot” (with H. Appel),
Georgetown Journal of International Affairs, April 3, 2014.
• “Perceptions of the ‘Arab Spring’ Within the Salafi Jihadi Movement” (with T. Vassefi),
Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 35:12, November 2012.
Commentary, Op-Eds, and Policy Analysis
• “Terrorists Are Using Drones Now. And That’s Not the Worst of It,” Fortune, September
9, 2017.
• “The Manchester Attack Shows How Terrorists Learn,” The Atlantic, May 23, 2017.
• “Lone Wolves No More,” Foreign Affairs, March 27, 2017.
• “ISIL’s Virtual Planners: A Critical Terrorist Innovation,” War on the Rocks, January 4,
2017.
• “A Grim Anniversary: 15 Years after 9/11, the War against Radical Islamist Terrorism is
not Looking Good,” New York Daily News, September 11, 2016.
• “Rebranding Terror” (with T. Joscelyn), Foreign Affairs, August 28, 2016.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Bloody Ramadan: How the Islamic State Coordinated a Global Terrorist Campaign,” War
on the Rocks, July 20, 2016.
“Boko Haram’s Buyer’s Remorse” (with J. Zenn), Foreign Policy, June 20, 2016.
“Sunni Tribes Need Arms and Support to Fight ISIS,” New York Times, June 1, 2015.
“From Westgate to Garissa, Shabaab’s Murderous Wave,” Foreign Policy, April 10, 2015.
“Zawahiri’s Revenge,” Foreign Policy, July 31, 2014.
“The Jihadist Governance Dilemma” (with A. Magen), Washington Post (Monkey Cage
blog), July 18, 2014.
“Al-Qaeda in Iraq and the Abu Ghraib Prison Break,” Project Syndicate, July 23, 2013.

I have also spoken at numerous events and conferences throughout the globe. Presentations and
conference papers that I have delivered include:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Sixteen Years After 9/11: Assessing the Terrorist Threat” (panel), New America
Foundation, Washington, D.C., September 11, 2017.
“The Jihadist Landscape in South Asia,” Near East South Asia Center, National Defense
University, Washington, D.C., August 14, 2017.
“Change or Continuity Since 2014: ISIS in Global Context” (panelist), The Evolving
Terrorist Threat conference, The RAND Corporation, Arlington, Va., June 27, 2017.
“Terrorism in 2020” (panelist), Department of Defense Combating Terrorism Intelligence
Conference, Reston, Va., May 9, 2017.
“What Next?: Regional Trends and Threats,” Conference on What the New Administration
Needs to Know About Terrorism & Counterterrorism, Georgetown University Center for
Security Studies and St Andrews University Handa Centre for the Study of Terrorism and
Political Violence, Washington, D.C., January 26, 2017.
“How Does It All End?” workshop, panelist, National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC),
McLean, Va., January 12-13, 2017.
Keynote speech, After ISIL: Stability and Spillover, sponsored by U.S. Army Special
Operations Command and the Laboratory for Unconventional Conflict & Simulation
(LUCAS), Duke University, Durham, N.C., December 2, 2016.
“The Future of Violent Extremism,” Executive Program in Counter-Terrorism, CREATE
center, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, August 3, 2016.
“The Competition between the Islamic State and al-Qaeda,” Kazakhstan Institute for
Strategic Studies, Astana, Kazakhstan, March 2, 2016.
“The Competition between the Islamic State and al-Qaeda: Implications for Regional
States and the Future of the Jihadist Movement,” NATO Advanced Research Workshop,
Brussels, October 6, 2015.
“The ISIS Campaign in Anbar,” National Defense University, Washington, D.C., October
20, 2014.
“Terrorism and the United Arab Emirates,” National Defense College, Abu Dhabi,
September 14, 2014.
“Tunisia and Ansar al-Sharia: Foreign Fighters and the Evolution of a Jihadist Group,”
Combating Terrorism Working Group, Brussels, April 24, 2014.
“Ansar al-Sharia’s War with Tunisia,” International Centre for Counter-Terrorism – The
Hague, Netherlands, February 20, 2014.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Violent Non-State Actors: Strategies and Tactics in Addressing the Problem,” Centre for
Public Policy Research, Kochi, India, December 6, 2013.
“Afghanistan After the United States Drawdown,” O.P. Jindal Global University, Sonipat,
India, December 4, 2013.
“Ansar al-Sharia Tunisia’s Long Game: Dawa, Hisba, and Jihad,” Association for the
Study of the Middle East and Africa Annual Conference, Arlington, Va., November 22,
2013.
“Ansar al-Sharia Tunisia: Dawa, Hisba, and Jihad,” International Centre for CounterTerrorism – The Hague, Brussels, Belgium, April 19, 2013.
“Dispatches from Mali,” discussion sponsored by Foreign Policy and the Pulitzer Center
on Crisis Reporting, Washington, D.C., January 30, 2013.
“Why Are Consensus Views So Often Wrong in Regional Security Studies?,” United States
Naval Academy Africa Forum, Annapolis, Md., October 17, 2012.
“The Arab Spring, Organizational Resiliency, and a New Operating Environment: AlQaeda’s Outlook 2012,” Defense Intelligence Agency Speaker Series, Washington, D.C.,
July 31, 2012.
“Combating Olympic Terrorism: National and International Lessons,” Potomac Institute
for Policy Studies, Arlington, Va., July 25, 2012.
“The Arab Awakening and the Future of al-Qaeda,” Woodrow Wilson International Center
for Scholars, Washington, D.C., May 10, 2012.
“Al-Qaeda After bin Laden,” School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins
University, Washington, D.C., February 21, 2012.

A second relevant area of competency is my work on the militant white separatist and neo-Nazi
movement. My writings on the subject include two technical publications written for the
Foundation for Defense of Democracies (“Leadership vs. Leaderless Resistance” and “Assessing
the Militant White Separatist Movement”), as well as popular press publications about the alliance
between segments of the neo-Nazi and militant Islamist movements (including the article “The
Peculiar Alliance” in the Weekly Standard, and a review of George Michael’s seminal book The
Enemy of My Enemy).
Work I have performed for government bodies as a certified expert has also covered white
separatism and neo-Nazism. I have designed two training courses for the U.S. Department of
State’s Office of Anti-Terrorism Assistance—“Mitigating Prison Inmate Radicalization” and
“Terrorism: Overview, Motives, and Methodologies”—that featured substantive discussion of the
white separatist and neo-Nazi movement. And as previously noted, since June 2016 I have been
the lead instructor for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Individual Terrorism Awareness Course
(INTAC). That course has featured a substantive discussion of white separatism in its unit on the
U.S. Department of Defense’s Northern Command geographic area (NORTHCOM).
A third relevant area of competency is the work I have undertaken on radicalization processes. My
work on radicalization has focused in particular on the role played by the Internet and the online
jihadist milieu—a focus that is relevant to the large number of Internet-focused pieces of evidence
in the present case. My aforementioned work as a Senior Advisor to the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s Office for Community Partnerships (OCP) fundamentally related to the
challenge of radicalization, as the purpose of CVE—which OCP is charged with advancing
7
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domestically—is reducing instances of radicalization and empowering communities to recognize
the danger signs. Furthermore, the projects I have undertaken for Jigsaw/Google involve providing
technical expertise related to identifying and countering radicalization in the online sphere.
I was the lead author of a study that is frequently cited in the academic literature on the topic
(Homegrown Terrorists in the U.S. and U.K.: An Empirical Examination of the Radicalization
Process, 2009). Brian Michael Jenkins, a senior advisor to the president of the RAND Corporation
and one of this country’s preeminent scholars of terrorism, wrote about this study:
Unless we can find ways to blunt the narrative of our terrorist foes, impede their
recruiting, and discourage young men (and women) from destructive and selfdestructive trajectories, terrorism will drain our resources, drag on our economy,
and, yes, ultimately imperil our democracy. But in order to formulate intelligence
and appropriate strategies to prevent this, we must understand better the process of
radicalization and recruitment to terrorism. With this research, Gartenstein-Ross
and Grossman significantly further that understanding.
I have testified before the U.S. House and Senate on the topic of radicalization three times, wrote
an academic article (for the German journal Der Bürger im Staat) on radicalization in the U.S.,
and have published reviews of many the major academic works on the topic. Here are relevant
publications of mine on radicalization, de-radicalization, and countering extremist ideologies:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Homegrown Terrorists in the U.S. and U.K.: An Empirical Examination of the
Radicalization Process (Washington, DC: FDD Press, 2009).
“Lone Wolf Islamic Terrorism: Abdulhakim Mujahid Muhammad (Carlos Bledsoe) Case
Study,” Terrorism and Political Violence 26:110-28 (2014).
“Islamistischer Terrorismus in den USA: ‘Homegrown Terrorism’ in den Vereinigten
Staaten: Bedrohung, Ursachen und Prävention,” Der Bürger im Staat (Germany), Winter
2011.
“Save the Terrorism Prevention Toolkit” (with G. Selim), War on the Rocks, August 28,
2017.
“Fixing How We Fight the Islamic State’s Narrative” (with N. Barr), War on the Rocks,
January 4, 2016.
“Prominent European Islamic Terrorist Renounces Extremism,” The Atlantic, October 19,
2010.
“The Danger Signs of Terror,” National Post (Canada), November 24, 2009.
“How Do They Radicalize Others?,” Washington Times, June 20, 2009.
“Changing Minds,” Washington Times, February 22, 2007.
Book review, Ramón Spaaij, Understanding Lone Wolf Terrorism, in War on the Rocks,
October 27, 2014.
Book review, Clark McCauley & Sophia Moskelenko, Friction, in Pragati, November 2,
2012.
Book review, Assaf Moghadam, The Globalization of Martyrdom, in Association for the
Study of the Middle East and Africa Book Notes, October 15, 2010.
Book review, Tore Bjørgo & John Horgan eds., Leaving Terrorism Behind, in Association
for the Study of the Middle East and Africa Book Notes, April 14, 2010.
8
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•
•
•

Book review, Alan B. Krueger, What Makes a Terrorist: Economics and the Roots of
Terrorism, in Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa Book Notes, 2009.
Book review, Marc Sageman, Leaderless Jihad, in Middle East Quarterly, Summer 2009.
Book review, Quintan Wiktorowicz, Radical Islam Rising, in Middle East Quarterly,
Winter 2009.

Here is a selection of relevant presentations I have delivered on radicalization, deradicalization,
and countering extremist ideologies:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Countering Violent Extremism,” presenter and panelist, Homeland Security Training
Institute, College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn, Ill., March 29, 2017.
“Counterterrorism/Extremism and the Internet Challenge,” respondent, Quad-Plus
Dialogue, hosted at the Heritage Foundation, Washington, D.C., March 1, 2017.
“The Growing Challenge,” keynote address, Social Media Narratives and Extremism
Workshop, sponsored by the Near East South Asia Center, National Defense University,
Casablanca, Morocco, August 16-17, 2016.
“As the Rest of the World Gets Online: Implications for Militant Groups, Stability, and
Social Change,” keynote speech, Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Intel Talk
series, Arlington, Va., July 13, 2016.
“Transnational Terrorism, Foreign Fighters and Youth Radicalization,” Developing
Strategies to Address Contemporary Security Challenges on Europe’s Southern Flank,
George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies, Garmisch, Germany, May 10,
2016.
“Cyber Technology Roles and Trends in Radicalization,” keynote presentation, U.S. Army
Special Operations Command Commander’s Conference, West Point, N.Y., May 4, 2016.
“Intellectual Frameworks for Counter-Messaging,” U.S. Special Operations Command
Central (SOCCENT), January 26, 2016.
“On Tribalism, Jihadists, and Lone Wolf Political Violence,” panel, Understanding the
Extremist Threat workshop, Institute for National Strategic Studies, Washington, D.C.,
March 11, 2015.
“Africa’s Youth in the Age of Extremism,” panelist, National Committee on American
Foreign Policy, New York City, September 26, 2013.
“Lone Wolf Islamic Terrorism: Abdulhakim Mujahid Muhammad (Carlos Bledsoe) Case
Study,” Lone Wolf and Autonomous Cell Terrorism, conference at Uppsala University,
Uppsala, Sweden, September 25, 2012.
“Islamist Radicalization,” U.S. Marine Corps Command and Staff College, Quantico, Va.,
February 22, 2012.
“Terrorist Use of the Internet,” National Counterterrorism Center, Conference on al-Qaeda
and the Global Threat, Warrenton, Va., July 28, 2011.
“Ideas, Identity, and Terror,” keynote speech, The Impact of Identity Politics on Violent
Extremism: Regional Perspectives, Global Futures Forum, Monterey, Calif., April 7, 2011.
“Countering Youth Radicalization,” Preventing Youth Radicalization Conference, Ottawa
Police Service, Ottawa, December 7, 2010.
“Islamic Radicalization to 2025,” Special Operations Command Europe (SOCEUR),
Component Commander’s Conference, Garmisch, Germany, November 16, 2010.
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My research and scholarship in all three of these areas is consistent with best academic practices.
I mainly rely on primary-source information, including statements and social media postings by
extremist groups and their supporters, and internal documents intercepted by the United States or
other governments. I cross-check all primary sources I read against other primary-source
information, against information about events on the ground in relevant theaters, and against
relevant secondary-source literature that allows me to determine whether my conclusions are
consistent with those of other scholars and practitioners. I also check my analytic track record
against unfolding events to determine if my anticipatory analysis is accurate, or if it requires some
recalibration.6
In February 2017, the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the Eastern District of Virginia asked me to review
evidence gathered during the criminal investigation in the above-entitled case, United States v.
Nicholas Young, including: digital media seized from the defendant’s computer; various texts,
documents, and items obtained from the defendant’s belongings; records of Internet use by the
defendant; photographs of the defendant seized from the defendant’s computer; and weapons and
combat gear possessed by the defendant. I was thereafter requested to produce a report based on
my skills, training, knowledge and experience offering an expert assessment of the relationship, if
any, between an individual’s affinity for Nazism and neo-Nazism and such individual’s inclination
or willingness, if any, to support militant Islamist groups such as ISIS. I have concluded that there
is a relationship between the two for three major reasons:
•
•

•

The mechanisms of radicalization that can attract an individual to neo-Nazism and to
militant Islam are highly similar.
There are numerous salient case studies of convergence between Nazi or neo-Nazi ideology
and militant Islamism in individuals that bear out the relationship between pro-Nazi beliefs
and proclivity to support militant Islamists. This convergence also has historical
precedents.
When individuals have been attracted to or immersed in neo-Nazism, and then converted
to Islam, they most frequently dive right into the extremist end of the diverse spectrum of
Islamic practice, rather than showing interest in more moderate expressions of the faith.

This report fleshes out my conclusions in greater detail.
I.

The Commonality Between Radicalization Mechanisms in Militant Islamism and
Neo-Nazism

For decades, scholars of political and religious extremism have examined the reasons that some
individuals who possess radical beliefs engage in terrorism and political violence to advance their
cause. The academic literature has established several pathways that individuals follow from
extremism to terrorist violence. Two major radicalization pathways are quite similar for militant
Islamists and neo-Nazis. Some scholars emphasize the importance of radical ideology, or radical

6

For one framework on measuring forecasting, which I have adapted to measure my own work, see Philip E. Tetlock
& Dan Gardner, Superforecasting: The Art and Science of Prediction (New York: Random House, 2015).
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opinion, in driving people to illegally support militant groups.7 And some scholars emphasize the
importance of political grievance in driving support for terrorism.8 As a corollary to these primary
pathways, some scholarship focuses on the role of hate speech in facilitating the dehumanization
of perceived enemies, which eliminates social and emotional barriers that would otherwise inhibit
the use of violence. This is also an area where obvious commonalities exist between the approaches
of adherents to both neo-Nazi and militant Islamist ideologies.
This section now reviews the academic literature concerning major pathways to violence, and
establishes that ideological and political radicalization mechanisms are shared by neo-Nazism and
militant Islamism.
Radical Ideology
Several studies have established radical ideology as an important vehicle driving extremist
violence. In a 2008 article, Assaf Moghadam, a scholar who has authored several seminal studies
on radicalization, explained the core functions of ideologies in building in-group cohesion,
identifying “out-groups” as enemies, and driving people to action against perceived foes:
Ideologies have several core functions, of which the first is to raise awareness to a
particular group of people that a certain issue deserves their attention. Ideologies
explain to that “in-group” why social, political, or economic conditions are as they
are. Since individuals often seek explanations in times of crisis, ideologies are
particularly appealing when a group of people perceives itself to be in a
predicament. The second function is a diagnostic one, whereby the ideology
attributes blame for the present predicament of the in-group upon some “out-group.”
The out-group is identified with a certain behavior that, according to the narrative
offered by the ideology, undermines the well-being of the in-group. A third function
of ideology lies in the creation of a group identity. At the same time that the outgroup is blamed for the predicament of the in-group, the ideology identifies and
highlights the common characteristics of those individuals who adhere to, or are
potential adherents of, the ideology. The fourth and final function of ideologies is
a programmatic one. It consists of the ideology offering a specific program of action
said to remedy the in-group of its predicament and urges its adherents to implement
that course of action.9
7

See, for example, Michael Jensen & Gary LaFree, Final Report: Empirical Assessment of Domestic Radicalization
(EADR) (College Park, MD: University of Maryland, 2016); Daveed Gartenstein-Ross & Laura Grossman,
Homegrown Terrorists in the U.S. and U.K.: An Empirical Examination of the Radicalization Process (Washington,
DC: Foundation for Defense of Democracies, 2009); Assaf Moghadam, The Globalization of Martyrdom: Al Qaeda,
Salafi Jihad, and the Diffusion of Suicide Attacks (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008); Mitchell
D. Silber & Arvin Bhatt, Radicalization in the West: The Homegrown Threat (New York: New York City Police
Department Intelligence Division, 2007); Quintan Wiktorowicz, Radical Islam Rising: Muslim Extremism in the West
(Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield, 2005).
8
See, for example, Clark McCauley & Sophia Moskalenko, Friction: How Radicalization Happens to Them and Us
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011); Fathali Moghaddam, “The Staircase to Terrorism: A Psychological
Explanation,” American Psychologist 60:2 (2005), pp. 161-69.
9
Assaf Moghadam, “The Salafi-Jihad as a Religious Ideology,” CTC Sentinel (West Point Combating Terrorism
Center), February 15, 2008.
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In the case of salafi jihadism, the ideology identifies the waning power of the Islamic faith as a
political force, and the resulting humiliation of the ummah (worldwide body of believers) as a
central malady of the age. As Moghadam notes, salafi jihadist ideology “identifies the alleged
source of Islam’s conundrum in the persistent attacks and humiliation of Muslims on the part of
an anti-Islamic alliance of what it terms ‘Crusaders,’ ‘Zionists’ and ‘apostates.’” 10 It urges
adherents to violent action—defining the concept of jihad in solely military terms—in response to
this situation.
Moghadam also published an important book, The Globalization of Martyrdom, that extends this
thesis at length.11 Examining a wealth of data and cases, Moghadam concludes that explanations
for extremism focusing on political grievances alone—in particular, the school of thought focusing
on the causal force of foreign occupation by democratic countries, which is known as “occupation
theory”—fail to fully explain contemporary suicide terrorism. He notes that suicide attacks
“increasingly occur in countries where there is no discernible occupation.”12 While suicide attacks
employed in nationalist struggles (such as those of Sri Lanka’s LTTE or Palestinian militant groups)
may occur in the context of occupation, Moghadam lists a number of countries that cannot
reasonably be considered occupied that have seen significant suicide attacks, including Bangladesh,
Indonesia, Jordan, Morocco, Saudi Arabia and Uzbekistan. Even where suicide attacks are carried
out in response to occupations, they often do not target the occupier.
Suicide attacks in Iraq, Moghadam notes, “aimed instead at Shias, Kurds, and Sufis, in an apparent
effort to stir ethnic tensions in the country and delegitimize the Iraqi government in the eyes of
Iraqis.” Further, Moghadam notes that when suicide attacks target occupation forces, many of them
“are not carried out by those individuals who, theoretically, should be most affected by the
occupation.” Again using Iraq as his example, Moghadam concludes that most suicide attacks
against occupation forces were carried out by foreign militants (such as Saudis, Syrians and
Kuwaitis) rather than by Iraqis themselves.
Moghadam’s major conclusion is that the growing appeal of salafi jihadist ideology has produced
a “globalization of suicide missions.” 13 Based on such factors as conflict type, ideology,
geographic scope of actors, targets, and goals, Moghadam distinguishes localized from globalized
suicide attacks. The latter often occur in areas “not identified by all parties as zones of conflict,”
are overwhelmingly associated with salafi jihadist groups, and are often connected to transnational
militancy.14 Since the 9/11 attacks, Moghadam finds that suicide terrorist attacks by transnational
salafi jihadist militant groups “have risen exponentially, far outnumbering the attacks conducted
by the previously dominant groups.”15
Moghadam finds that ideology has an impact on suicide terrorism on the individual and
organizational level. On the individual level, he notes that ideology “helps reduce the suicide
attacker’s reservations about perpetrating the act of killing and dying. Specifically, ideology fills
10
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two roles: it helps the suicide bomber justify the act, and it helps the suicide attacker to morally
disengage himself from his act and from the victim.” 16 On the organizational level, most
contemporary suicide campaigns “are designed to undermine the stability of a regime that the
perpetrating groups deem illegitimate,”17 often because such governments are seen as un-Islamic.
Other studies have quantitatively established the significance of ideology. My own work on
militant Islamist ideology and terrorism, which examined 117 homegrown terrorist cases in the
U.S. and U.K. through 2008, found that externally measurable indicators of salafi jihadist ideology
could be observed throughout the sample with enough frequency to suggest the salience of this
ideology.18
In 2016, Michael Jensen and Gary LaFree of the START program at the University of Maryland
published a study funded by the U.S. Department of Justice’s National Institute of Justice, entitled
Empirical Assessment of Domestic Radicalization. After examining adherents to various extremist
ideologies in the United States, Jensen and LaFree conclude that ideology “significantly related to
behavior,” and that the embrace of a particular ideology is an intrinsic part of terrorists’
radicalization process.19 The findings of the study, which is based on a mixed-method approach to
examining the largest known database of individual radicalization in the United States, support the
idea that ideology—in particular, militant Islamist and far-right ideologies—drives mobilization
to violence. The researchers explain:
Regardless of how we model the relationship between ideology and extremist
behaviors, far right and Islamist ideologies appear to have a significant and positive
relationship to violence. Despite being hard to assess using statistical methods, our
results indicate that ideology may play a distinct, non-epiphenomenal role in the
likelihood of violence. That is, the relationship between ideology and violence does
not appear to be one that is completely driven by selection effects, whereby
individuals with violent tendencies choose violent ideologies, and those without
violent tendencies choose leftist ideologies. Rather, ideology appears to have an
independent effect on shaping individual behaviors. These findings also suggest
that ideological frameworks interact with other aspects of a radicalized individual’s
life—namely peer-effects and personal stability indicators—to create pathways
toward violence in the processes of radicalization.20
Jensen and LaFree’s finding that ideology plays a non-epiphenomenal role in the likelihood of
violence is not only consistent with the most persuasive academic work examining militant
Islamism, but is also consistent with research into contemporary neo-Nazi movements. Martin A.
Lee, whose book The Beast Reawakens provides an account of the resurgence of neo-Nazi and far
right extremism, recounts the statement of white supremacist John King after he was sentenced to
death. King and two friends were responsible for the notorious 1997 murder of James Byrd, a
16
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disabled black man whom they “chained to the back of a pickup truck in Jasper, Texas, and dragged
by his ankles on a rough rural road for several miles until his head ripped off his body.”21 Lee
describes King’s reaction to the sentence:
King showed no emotion when the death sentence was handed down. He responded
in court by issuing a terse statement through his lawyer that ended with haughty
words from American fascist ideologue Francis Parker Yockey, who committed
suicide nearly four decades earlier: “The promise of success is with the man who
is determined to die proudly when it is no longer possible to live proudly.”22
Reflecting on King’s invocation of Yockey, Lee concludes that it “highlights the link between
those who promote extremist ideology and the fanatical disciples who carry it out.”23
Political Grievance
Political grievances are another pathway through which individuals may come to engage in
extremist violence. Different kinds of political grievance that relevant scholarship has found to be
important drivers of radicalization to violence include frustration with U.S. foreign policy,
perceptions of discrimination, and socio-political marginalization. Personal grievances can interact
with and reinforce group-level political grievances.
Social psychologists Clark McCauley and Sophia Moskalenko provide one of the most
comprehensive discussions of the political grievance pathway to radicalization in their 2011 book
Friction: How Radicalization Happens to Them and Us. 24 McCauley and Moskalenko outline
twelve mechanisms of radicalization. Mechanisms that operate on an individual level include
personal grievance based on harm inflicted on an individual or his loved ones; group grievance
based on actual harm or threats toward a group or cause the individual cares about; a slippery slope,
in which small involvements build upon each other, ultimately producing larger actions and
commitments; love for someone already radicalized that can pull an individual toward
radicalization; the risk and status that comes from involvement in an idealistic, and in many cases
outlawed, cause; and unfreezing, where an individual who loses social connection can become
open to new ideas and a new identity. Group mechanisms for radicalization that McCauley and
Moskalenko identify include group polarization, where like-minded individuals cause each other
to adopt increasingly strident views; group competition, where groups become radicalized through
a process of political competition with other like-minded groups; and group isolation, where group
members are cut off from others, and come to see only the group itself as important, and everything
external as unimportant or even evil.
In a peer-reviewed article published in 2015, “The Radicalization Puzzle,” Mohammed Hafez and
Creighton Mullins synthesize several major academic works related to radicalization. They find
21
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that, despite debates within the field of study, there is “some consensus on the key variables that
produce radicalization and violent extremism.”25 Hafez and Mullins highlight several kinds of
grievance that have had salience in terrorism cases, including Western foreign policy and
perceived discrimination. They observe that political grievances often interact with ideology,
particularly in a group environment. In explaining how ideology functions in this context, Hafez
and Mullins write:
Ideology can help forge a new rebellious identity by appealing to symbols,
narratives, mythologies, and rituals that give meaning to acts of personal risk and
sacrifice. These symbols and narratives give a sense of reenactment of the past
where good triumphed over evil, framing victory as “inevitable.” It links isolated
individuals with broader goals and identities, and may even link worldly time with
sacred history. Ideology can thus turn mundane existence into a cosmic struggle
between justice and inequity, and empowers individuals by suggesting that an
alternative world is possible. Ideology can facilitate the reprioritization of values
so that material benefits, career, family, or personal risk take a back seat to
collective identity, transcendental values, and group solidarity. It is also necessary
for demonizing or dehumanizing enemies and enabling moral beings to engage in
otherwise immoral violence. In the case of religious extremists, ideology can frame
personal sacrifice in this world as a steppingstone to eternal salvation and
redemption. The rewards of afterlife far exceed any possible pleasures that can be
derived in this world.26
In synthesizing various pathways to violent action in service of extremist causes, Hafez and
Mullins specifically finger Islamist militants’ use of online platforms as a significant facilitator.
“Combined, radicals use these technologies to provide basic information on jihadi arenas and
insurgent movements, and transmit political and religious narratives to motivate mobilization
abroad or at home,” they write. “External networks distribute video clips, montages, hymns and
poems, and even video games to publicize their deeds and promote the image of heroic warriors
of God.”27
Both militant Islamist and neo-Nazi movements feature ideological true believers, as well as those
whose involvement in the movement is driven more by individual or group grievance. There are
also other radicalization pathways, including radicalization driven by sense of adventure, and
radicalization driven by mental illness, sometimes coupled with recruiters’ cynical exploitation of
these individuals.28 The next section turns to the role played by hate speech.
25
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The Particular Role of Hate Speech
Hateful messages are a staple of extremist ideologies. Hate speech magnifies extremist grievances
and helps mobilize the audience to violence. Hateful messaging serves as a tool through which
organizations indoctrinate potential recruits and facilitate their adoption of a radical worldview. In
2016, the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Thorbjørn Jagland, remarked that “young
people are often made more vulnerable and open to (terrorist recruitment) offers after having
encountered hate speech on the Internet.” 29 Hateful rhetoric helps break down psychological
barriers to violence, while repeated exposure to and engagement in hateful rhetoric accelerates the
process of dehumanizing one’s foes, and thus morally disengaging from physical harm inflicted
upon them.
Experts generally agree that individuals derive a certain level of self-concept based on group
membership. Our understanding of and identification with our respective social group provides us
with a set of norms and behaviors to adhere to, as well as a sense of pride and self-esteem.30 By
positively differentiating our in-group from another out-group, we can bolster our individual sense
of positive distinctiveness. But there are pitfalls inherent in this kind of social categorization. One
set of dangers relates to discrimination based on group identity. Further, as individuals become
increasingly invested in belonging to a group, the salience of their collective identity can surpass
that of their individual identities.31 Over time, the cognitive prioritization of the group over the self
can depress an individual’s “psychological threshold” for carrying out acts of violence, especially
in pursuit of ideological goals that are viewed as paramount.32 If the group portrays violent or
alienating behavior as compulsory and vindicated, then the individual is more likely to adopt this
mentality and engage in such acts.33
Hateful rhetoric strengthens the salience of collective identity, and can condition individuals to
perceive an out-group and its members in a highly pejorative manner. Such messaging exaggerates
the differences between in-group members and out-group members. Hateful messages targeting
an out-group often feature accusations and alarming statements depicting the out-group as an
existential threat to the in-group. Such assertions heighten in-group members’ “lack of empathy
and increased animus to out-groups.” 34 The contempt that hate speech breeds further fuels
opposed to those affiliated with groups, anecdotal evidence suggests that they may suffer from mental illness at a
higher rate than the general population. See Ramón Spaaij, Understanding Lone Wolf Terrorism: Global Patterns,
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31
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cognitive distancing between the individual and members of the out-group: Out-group members
are viewed not only as different and inferior, but as loathsome.35
Hate speech can also function as a mechanism for dehumanization, which social psychologists and
historians have found to be connected to violence. Alexandra B. Roginsky and Alexander Tsesis
note that “hate speakers rely on dehumanizing images to justify exclusion, discrimination, and, in
genocidal cases, elimination of identifiable groups. Dehumanization can be both an attack on the
target’s dignity and a justification for harmful actions. Statements dehumanizing hated groups
often influence the commission of discriminatory conduct.”36 They note the role of hateful rhetoric
in motivating the slaughter of Jews in Nazi Germany, Armenians in Turkey, Darfuris in Sudan,
and Tutsis in Rwanda. 37 Put simply, exposure to the dehumanizing rhetoric and beliefs that
characterize hate speech can deteriorate psychological impediments to violence by encouraging
emotional and cognitive detachment between the actor and the target.38 “To perceive another as
human activates empathetic reactions through perceived similarity,” writes Stanford University
psychologist Albert Bandura. “Once dehumanised, they are no longer viewed as persons with
feelings, hopes and concerns but as sub-human objects.”39
Adam Lankford, a criminology professor at the University of Alabama, explains in his book
Human Killing Machines that “if your enemies are not regarded in human terms, it is much easier
to exterminate them.” 40 Militant Islamist groups like al-Qaeda and ISIS, for example, define
victims as vermin, describing the West as a “world of contaminants,” and characterizing
Westerners and Jews as “lowly animals.”41 We can discern this tendency to dehumanize the enemy
in the statements of ISIS terrorists and leaders. As just one of many examples, on December 19,
2016, Anis Amri ploughed a truck into a Christmas market in Berlin, killing 12 people. Prior to
the attack, Amri recorded a video claiming credit on ISIS’s behalf. He called on Muslims in Europe
to “kill the crusader pigs,” a dehumanizing description of the group’s enemies.42 Amri’s statement
was utterly typical of ISIS’s rhetoric, and examples of militant Islamists and neo-Nazis using
dehumanizing language to describe their enemies are numerous.
Dehumanization is only one aspect of the psychological disengagement process that can mobilize
militants. In “Mechanisms of Moral Disengagement in Terrorism,” Albert Bandura explains that
the transformation of ordinary, well-adjusted individuals into killers is “accomplished by
cognitively restructuring the moral value of killing, so that it can be done free from self-censuring
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restraints.”43 In this way, hate speech and extremist ideology often mutually reinforce one another.
In other words, beyond demonizing and degrading the enemy, hateful rhetoric can advance an
extremist ideology, articulating the grievances of the group and facilitating a process of moral
restructuring. The persuasiveness of hateful messages becomes significantly stronger when paired
with “religious principles, righteous ideologies, and nationalistic imperatives.” 44 In this way,
hateful rhetoric and extremist ideologies can create a cyclical process wherein ideology prescribes
a certain moral framework while hate speech allows individuals to tune out voices opposed to their
growing extremism, and lower their moral disinclination to carry out or materially support
extremist violence. Hate speech can reinforce an ideology, which in turn proliferates the use of
hate speech.
This report has thus outlined how militant Islamism and neo-Nazism have common mechanisms
of radicalization. It now examines various individuals who represent the convergence between
Nazism and Islamist militancy in practice.
II.

The Convergence: Nazism and Islamist Militancy

It may seem counterintuitive or surprising that there would be areas of convergence between
Nazism and Islamist militancy, or that both ideologies might appeal to the same person. After all,
a committed Nazi would view many Muslims as racially suspect, while Islamist militants tend to
view “infidels” as a whole as their adversaries. But there have been areas of convergence between
Nazi and Islamist militant movements, and there are several cases where terrorists or extremists
embraced both ideologies simultaneously, or moved fluidly from one to the other. Despite their
points of difference, there are ideological similarities between both movements, and they share an
overlapping set of enemies.
Turning to the similarities between Nazism and Islamist militancy, they both offer adherents
similar cognitive frameworks. Both Nazism and Islamist militancy are totalitarian movements that
propose rigid, far-reaching, and all-consuming outlooks that divide the world unambiguously into
“good” and “evil.” 45 These ideologies obviate the need for nuance in one’s decision-making
processes, instead offering a clear set of black-and-white principles for interpreting the world. A
second similarity is that Nazism and militant Islamism share overlapping sets of enemies: the
Jewish people, and the West more broadly. (Even when neo-Nazi movements purport to represent
or defend Western values, in practice they reject the current political system in its totality.) Both
movements categorize Judaism as evil, and have a paranoid fixation on the idea of a global Zionist
conspiracy. Indeed, a shared enmity toward the Jews lies at the center of literally every we have
seen of Nazi-jihadist affinity. For some individuals who have embraced both Nazism and militant
Islamism, the two movements’ contempt for Jews is of utmost importance, and allows them to
overlook incongruent aspects of Nazi and jihadist ideology.
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This section first outlines the ideological principles of both movements. It then explores case
studies of individuals who have become adherents of, or sympathetic toward, both militant Islam
and Nazism. Following these case studies, the section briefly explores the historical convergence
between Nazism and movements or governments rooted some way in Islamic values. Finally, the
section examines the pervasive influence that anti-Semitism has had on both movements.
Defining Nazism and Jihadism
National Socialism, more commonly known as Nazism, is a fascist, authoritarian ideology defined
by hyper-nationalism and extreme xenophobic and ethnocentric views. The ideological tenets of
Nazism are best articulated in two documents: the dictator Adolf Hitler’s autobiography Mein
Kampf and the Nazi Party’s twenty-five point program, which Hitler first articulated in a public
speech in February 1920. 46 Outside of these two documents, there is a dearth of officiallysanctioned material that conveys the principles of the movement. For instance, although Alfred
Rosenberg’s The Myth of the Twentieth Century, an anti-Semitic interpretation of modern history,
received wide acclaim in Nazi Germany, and is widely considered the most influential articulation
of Nazi principles after Mein Kampf, Hitler stated privately that the book was “not to be regarded
as an expression of the official doctrine of the party.”47 Nonetheless, Nazism’s core doctrines have
been expressed in Nazi party documents, letters, decrees, Hitler’s speeches and writings, and most
significantly in the actions of Nazi-ruled Germany, which was also known as the Third Reich.
Nazism calls for a totalitarian model of governance, characterized by single party rule, a head of
state with absolute power, and government control of the economy and press. But the most
prominent and distinctive characteristic of Nazi ideology is its view on race and ethnicity. Nazism
proposes a hierarchical racial order in which Germanic and Nordic peoples, known as “Aryans”
by Nazi racial designations, are considered the most advanced and culturally refined—in other
words, the “master race.”48 Nazism seeks to preserve the purity of the Aryan race, and views race
mixing as a primary cause of cultural and political decline.49
The Nazis’ fears of ethnic and racial impurity led Hitler and others to propose a militaristic form
of social Darwinism that called for Germany to remove “inferior races” in order to create a stable
and pure German nation. 50 This model of ethnic cleansing was focused most virulently on
Germany’s Jewish population, whom Hitler viewed as parasitic and destructive, and as the greatest
source of corruption in German society.51 Nazi Germany’s efforts to achieve cultural homogeneity
included the Nuremberg Laws, which imposed severe legal restrictions on Germany’s Jewish
population, and later the Final Solution, a plan to exterminate the Jewish people. The Nazi Party
was also motivated by the principle of Lebensraum, a German word denoting living space. The
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Nazis claimed that the German state would need to expand territorially, through military means,
to provide sufficient resources for the Aryan peoples.52
The damage done by the Hitler’s Nazi regime is staggering. Fifty to 60 million people died in the
Second World War, which Nazi Germany instigated. True to its anti-Semitic ideology, the Third
Reich engaged in a systematic slaughter of Jewish people, killing around six million Jews.
According to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Nazi Germany also engaged in the
mass slaughter of numerous other groups:
Soviet civilians: around 7 million (including 1.3 Soviet Jewish civilians, who are
included in the 6 million figure for Jews)
Soviet prisoners of war: around 3 millino (including about 50,000 Jewish soldiers)
Non-Jewish Polish civilians: around 18 million (including between 50,000 and
100,000 members of the Polish elites)
Serb civilians (on the territory of Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina): 312,000
People with disabilities living in institutions: up to 250,000
Roma (Gypsies): 196,000 – 220,000
Jehovah’s Witnesses: around 1,900
Repeat criminal offenders and so-called asocials: at least 70,000 …
Homosexuals: hundreds, possibly thousands53
Though Nazi Germany met with decisive defeat at the end of World War II, its ideals are kept
alive by the contemporary neo-Nazi movement. Violence, anti-Semitism, and racialism remain at
the core of the neo-Nazi movement’s worldview. There are few differences between the ideology
of contemporary neo-Nazi groups and that of the National Socialist Party that rose to power in
Germany in the 1930s. Indeed, the neo-Nazi movement draws freely from Hitler’s ideas and ideals.
Militant Islamism is frequently referred to by its adherents as salafi jihadism, or salafiyya
jihadiyya. Salafi jihadism is a violent outgrowth of the salafi movement. Salafists can be defined
broadly as individuals who embrace an austere religious methodology striving for a practice of
Islam that they believe to be consonant with that of the Prophet Muhammad and the first three
generations of Muslims. This focus on the first three generations is derived from a hadith, or saying
of the Prophet Muhammad, who was asked about the characteristics of the best Muslims. He said
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that they were “of the generation to which I belong, then of the second generation, then of the third
generation.”54
The scholar Monica Marks identifies three major divisions of salafism: salafiyya ‘almiyya (usually
translated as scientific salafism), political salafism, and salafi jihadism.55 She explains that for
those who can be categorized as salafiyya ‘almiyya, democracy is “a tempting, but ultimately deadend street.” Thus, people belonging to this current focus on “apolitical lives of quietist piety.”
Adherents to the second category, political salafism, have much in common with those who
identify as salafiyya ‘almiyya, but believe that participation in democratic politics is justified
despite its flaws because it “could serve as a vehicle to attain a more caliphate-like, shariah-based
polity.” The third division, salafi jihadism, rejects both participation in democracy and also “the
non-engagement of scripturalist Salafis.” 56 Instead, this strain of salafism sanctions violence.
Quintan Wiktorowicz notes that salafi jihadists “take a more militant position” than other salafi
strains, arguing “that the current context calls for violence and revolution.”57 Similarly, Stefano
Torelli, Fabio Merone and Francesco Cavatorta define salafi jihadism as “a form of violent
opposition to ‘unjust rule,’ aimed at establishing an Islamic state.”58
Salafi jihadists define “unjust rule” broadly. While the movement bases its justification for
violence in part on political grievances, which have been outlined in numerous jihadist
documents,59 the movement’s political grievances should not obscure the longer-term political
objectives driving its use of violence. One objective is to spread sharia, or Islamic law. As alQaeda’s co-founder and longtime emir Osama bin Laden said in a 1998 letter published in the
Rawalpindi-based newspaper Jang, al-Qaeda believes that its war should continue until “the
Islamic sharia is enforced on the land of God.”60 Jihadist leaders have repeatedly emphasized the
importance of establishing sharia since then, and whenever they have succeeded in seizing territory,
they have implemented a hardline version of sharia. A strict version of sharia was implemented,
for example, in Taliban-ruled Afghanistan from the mid-1990s through 2001; in Iraq’s Anbar
province under al-Qaeda in Iraq, and later in Iraq and Syria under ISIS; in Somalia under alShabaab; in Yemen under al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP); in northern Mali under alQaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM); and in Libya when ISIS conquered the coastal city of Sirte.
The implementation of a hardline version of sharia in these areas has been catastrophic for
vulnerable populations. The Taliban’s treatment of women was so inhumane that Physicians for
Human Rights noted in 1998 that “no other regime in the world has methodically and violently
forced half of its population into virtual house arrest, prohibiting them on pain of physical
punishment from showing their faces, seeking medical care without a male escort, or attending
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school.”61 Homosexuals were executed. Virtually every imaginable form of light entertainment
was banned, including kite flying, movies, television, music, and dancing. Also banned were
paintings and the celebration of holidays that were cultural rather than religious, such as the Afghan
new year.62 Afghans were beaten and sometimes killed for flouting the Taliban’s complex and
often absurd set of rules. And ISIS’s rule was even more extreme and brutal. In areas where it was
militarily powerful, ISIS implemented outright genocidal policies toward religious minorities,
including Yazidis and Christians, including engaging in mass slaughter of civilians. ISIS had so
thoroughly dehumanized the Yazidis that its official English-language publication, Dabiq, even
boasted at length that it was now enslaving Yazidis, and forcing Yazidi women to become
concubines.63 (The group argued at length that the institution of forced concubinage was justified
theologically.) ISIS’s implementation of sex slavery was widespread and devastating, both
physically and psychologically, for its victims.
Another goal of the salafi jihadist movement is reestablishment of the caliphate, a theocratic
government that would rule a united Muslim world. Islam’s first caliph (Arabic for successor,
denoting that the caliph follows Muhammad as the faith’s political leader) was Abu Bakr, who led
the umma beginning in 632 AD, after the Prophet Muhammad’s death. One jihadist thinker, in a
representative statement, described Mustafa Kemal Atatürk’s 1924 abolition of the caliphate as the
“mother of all crimes.”64 Al-Qaeda leaders, including bin Laden, made multiple references to the
need to reestablish the caliphate. ISIS claimed in a June 2014 announcement that it had
accomplished this goal. Yet the caliphate’s alleged establishment did not end ISIS’s war against
the infidels, nor would it do so for al-Qaeda.
One work that shows how jihadists envision their fighting continuing even after the caliphate has
been restored is Jordanian journalist Fouad Hussein’s influential 2005 book Al-Zarqawi: The
Second Generation of al-Qaeda, which Pulitzer Prize-winning author Lawrence Wright has called
“perhaps the most definitive outline of al-Qaeda’s master plan.” 65 Hussein shows that in this
master plan, al-Qaeda’s strategists foresaw a “stage of all-out confrontation” with the forces of
atheism after the caliphate is established. Hussein writes, “Al-Qaeda ideologues believe that the
all-out confrontation with the forces of falsehood will take a few years at most. The enormous
potential of the Islamic state—particularly because the Muslim population will amount to more
than 1.5 billion—will terrify the enemy and prompt them to retreat rapidly.”66 Consistent with this
vision of the caliphate’s establishment as one further step to all-out confrontation with the nonMuslim world, ISIS continued to try to conquer land contiguous to the territory it controlled, and
to carry out brutal terrorist attacks throughout the world, even after it declared a caliphate.
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Individual Case Studies of the Nazi-Militant Islamist Convergence
Ideological synergy between neo-Nazism and militant Islamism has resulted in some people either
embracing both ideologies simultaneously or else transitioning smoothly from one movement to
the other. Scholar Lorenzo Vidino of George Washington University notes that neo-Nazis and their
fellow travelers are “fascinated with fundamentalist Islam’s opposition to capitalism, its martial
discipline, and its profound hatred of Jews.”67 Vidino writes:
Several members of European fascist and Nazi organizations expressed their
support for the 9/11 attacks, and there have been reports of contact between their
groups and radical Islamic organizations. Though their numbers are still small,
some of these extremists have converted to Islam and embrace the religion’s most
vicious interpretation.68
This observation—that members of Nazi organizations who convert to Islam almost uniformly
embrace the most extreme version of that faith—is consistent with my own research into the
phenomenon. This section examines several individuals that illustrate the Nazi-militant Islamist
connection, including David Myatt, Steven Smyrek, Emerson Begolly, Ahmed Huber, Sascha
Lemanski, Devon Arthurs, Thomas Usztics and Diego José Frías Álvarez.
David Myatt. One the most famous examples of this type of convergence is David Myatt, a founder
of the British National Socialist Movement. Myatt converted to Islam in 1998.
According to George Michael, an American academic who has done seminal research on the
relationship between neo-Nazism and militant Islamism, Myatt “has arguably done more than any
other theorist to develop a synthesis of the extreme right and Islam.”69 Prior to converting to Islam,
Myatt authored a handbook entitled A Practical Guide to Aryan Revolution, and served as the
ideological leader of the ultra-violent British neo-Nazi gang Combat 18.70 In an online article
entitled From Neo-Nazi to Muslim, Myatt acknowledges the apparent irony of his conversion, and
the tension that existed between his former and then-current ideology. He wrote: “These were the
people who I had been fighting on the streets, I had swore [sic] at and had used violence against—
indeed, one of my terms of imprisonment was a result of me leading a gang of skinheads in a fight
against ‘Pakis’.”71 But Myatt eventually lost hope in the far right’s ability to combat Zionism and
the West. He explained: “There will not be an uprising, a revolution, in any Western nation, by
nationalists, racial nationalists, or National Socialists—because these people lack the desire, the
motivation, the ethos, to do this and because they do not have the support of even a large minority
of their own folk.”72
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This disillusion helped prompt Myatt to turn to Islam, after which he assumed the name Abdul
Aziz ibn Myatt. Myatt exhorted “all enemies of the Zionists to embrace the Jihad,” referred to
Islam as the “true martial religion,” and claimed that it “will most effectively fight against the Jews
and the Americans.”73 He praised al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, describing bin Laden as “an
exemplary warrior who has forsaken a life of luxury to pursue his Islamic duty.”74 In an essay
entitled “In Reply to Sheikh Salman b. Fahd al-Oadah,” Myatt rebuffed a leading Saudi cleric who
had criticized al-Qaeda and Osama bin Laden for sanctioning the killing of innocents. In his
response, Myatt argued that bin Laden seeks “only to do what is right and just according to the
criteria of Quran and Sunnah,” and therefore that those who criticize him “betray” him to the
“kuffar,” a derogatory term for non-believers.75
Essentially, Myatt’s hatred for Jews and enmity toward the “so-called New World Order”
superseded the discordant elements of militant Islamist and Nazi ideology. “According to Myatt,”
George Michael writes, “the primary battle against the Zionist occupation government (ZOG) has
shifted from the West to the Islamic world… This war between Islam and the new world order, in
Myatt’s estimation, makes the extreme right’s goals more easily obtainable.”76 Consequently, in
an interview with Michael in April 2003, Myatt deemed an alliance between militant Islamists and
National Socialists to be not only “possible” but “indeed necessary.”77
Though Myatt eventually came to reject both Islam and extremism,
his case provides an example of how one’s commitment to antiSemitism can bridge the ideological divide between Nazism and
jihadism.
Emerson Begolly is a Nazi sympathizer turned jihadist who
originally hails from Pennsylvania. He had been involved in neoNazism at a young age, as Begolly’s father introduced him to Nazi
beliefs, and dressed him as a Nazi.78 Begolly posted photos on his
MySpace page depicting him dressed as a Nazi while he was a
teenager.
Begolly later converted to Islam, and became an active member of
several jihadist forums. Displaying continuity with his early
immersion in Nazi ideas and identity, he established a reputation
for particularly harsh anti-Semitic posts.79 For example, in one post
on a jihadist forum in which he references Hitler’s Final Solution,
Begolly wrote: “The only the good about that all the jews weren’t
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gassed that that insha’Allah someday we will get a chance to kill jews ourselves.”80 (Grammar in
original.) Begolly was also known for collecting, distributing, and producing his own nasheeds—
Islamic works of acapella music. Islamist militants have particularly taken to producing nasheeds
because they believe musical instruments are religiously proscribed, thus making the a capella
nasheeds one of the few permissible forms of music. Begolly composed an original nasheed
entitled “When the Jew’s Blood Reds My Knife, Then My Life is Free from Strife”:
When the Jew’s blood reds my knife, Then my life is free from strife.
Hiding behind rocks and trees, I’ll find them with greatest ease.
Make them get down on their knees, Slaughter them despite their pleas.
Throw them in the ovens hot, Soap and lampshades sold and bought.
Made of the Jews that we shot, Mercy’s something I have not.
With the bomb and machine gun, Blast at them and watch them run.
We will have a lot of fun, Shoot and kill Jews one by one.
Rise up, O Salahuddin, Great and brave Mujahideen.
Like the Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, For the Love of Filisteen.
At al-Aqsa we shall meet, After Israel’s defeat.
Their dead bodies at our feet, Taste of victory is sweet.
Jerusalem is calling me, Asadullah Alshishani.
Jihad’s where you’re meant to be, Come and set the captives free.81
Begolly began exhorting others to participate in violent attacks in the United States. Information
presented in Begolly’s prosecution showed that he was “an active administrator” of a jihadist
forum known as Ansar al Mujahideen English Forum. 82 Writing under the name Abu Nancy,
Begolly “systematically solicited jihadists to use firearms, explosives, and propane tanks against
targets such as police stations, post offices, Jewish schools and daycare centers, military facilities,
train lines, bridges, cell phone towers, and water plants.” 83 On December 18, 2010, Begolly
uploaded a guide with instructions on how to manufacture explosives.84 He was sentenced to 102
months in prison after pleading guilty to soliciting crimes of violence.
One piece of evidence provided to me by the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the Eastern District of
Virginia suggests that the defendant was interested in the Begolly case. A post that seemingly
appeared on the defendant’s Facebook page recommends a news video produced by WTAE
Channel 4 Pittsburgh where reporters profile Begolly, and discuss his extremist beliefs and proterrorism activities.85
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Steven Smyrek. Another case of Nazi-militant Islamist convergence is Steven Smyrek, a former
German neo-Nazi. While most cases of convergence discussed in this section involve individuals
who gravitated toward Sunni militancy, Smyrek was arrested in Israel in 1997 for planning to carry
out a suicide attack on behalf of Hizballah, a Shia militant group.86 Smyrek had converted to Islam
prior to travelling to Tel Aviv. Though he was sentenced to ten years in prison, Israeli security
services released Smyrek as part of a prisoner exchange agreement in 2004 after he signed a
document “renouncing violence.”87
But once he returned to Europe, Smyrek was unrepentant. “It’s an honor to die for Islam and for
Allah,” he told a filmmaker in an interview for a documentary. “When the order comes you have
to carry it out and there’s not time to ask if there is a God or not, or to think what will happen after
you’re dead, without feeling you simply have to lay down your life as Allah decreed.”88
The late Ahmed Huber, born Albert
Friedrich Armand Huber in 1927, is another
individual who, driven primarily by antiSemitism, found common ground between
neo-Nazi and extreme Islamist beliefs.
Huber was a Swiss journalist and influential
leader in Europe’s far-right circles who, in
his late thirties, had converted to Islam. 89
Huber actually converted to Islam prior to
embracing more extreme right-wing beliefs.
Nonetheless, according to George Michael,
“[n]ot unlike David Myatt, Huber found no
contradiction in terms of his Islamic faith
and his admiration for German National
Socialism.” 90 Huber was virulently antiSemitic and anti-American, and his prioritization of these hatreds allowed him to move seamlessly
between militant Islam and neo-Nazism. Like Myatt, Huber actively sought to nurture relations
between Muslim extremism and the far right, arguing that they could unite against a common foe:
Jews and Zionism.91
Huber’s first real exposure to Islam came in 1959, when he was asked to shelter several Algerians
fleeing from the country’s war for independence.92 He describes himself as having been, at the
time, a “young socialist journalist” and “Protestant Christian, very tolerant, liberal, and not
practicing … religious, but not too much.”93 In his conversations with the Algerians, he became
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“fascinated” by Islam, and recited his shahada (declaration of faith) in 1962. According to Huber,
upon urging from the Egyptian embassy in Switzerland, he later repeated his shahada in Cairo,
where he met Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser.94 By Huber’s account, it was Nasser who
sparked his later devotion to Nazism. Huber described meeting Nasser as “a complete cultural
shock,” as “Nasser explained to [Huber] some things about the Third Reich and about the Second
World War, and about Adolf Hitler.” 95 These conversations helped pave the way for Huber’s
embrace of neo-Nazism, and helped to form Huber’s views on the convergence between Nazism
and militant Islamism.
In an interview he conducted with Huber, George Michael learned more about Huber’s views on
this convergence. He found that Haj Muhammad Amin al-Husseini, the World War II-era pro-Nazi
grand mufti of Jerusalem, “was instrumental in shaping Huber’s views, not only on Islam but also
on the Third Reich.”96 Husseini—who is discussed subsequently in this report’s section on the
historical convergence—served as a conduit between Adolf Hitler and the Arab world during
World War II.
Though Huber was a Sunni Muslim, he also displayed clear affinities for Shia militant figures.
Huber told Michael that he “became more deeply involved with Islam” after traveling to Iran and
meeting with Ayatollah Khomeini in the mid-1980s. Huber said that he “became very much
touched by Shi’ite Islam and felt [sympathy] for the legality of the Shi’a Muslim and especially
for the Islamic republic.”97 This trip to Iran came when the Islamic Republic was at its most overtly
militant and ideological. That Huber’s trip during this period would cause him to openly endorse
the new Iranian regime despite the deep schism between Sunni and Shia Islam illustrates that
Huber prioritized anti-Semitism and anti-Americanism above all else, defining his heroes and
allies in juxtaposition to the out-groups that he opposed. Huber confirmed this in his interview
with Michael, saying:
There are two great menaces, the power of Zionism in the United States over the
United States, and as a consequence of this, the utterly hostile policies of the United
States government, not only Mr. Bush but Mr. Clinton before him, and lots of
presidents before him against the Muslim world, which is of course especially the
creation of the so-called state of Israel in the Palestinian part of Dar-al-Islam.98
On November 7, 2001, Huber was named by the U.S. Department of the Treasury as one of several
key terrorist financiers associated with the banking group al-Taqwa. Al-Taqwa’s support for
terrorism was significant enough, in the estimation of U.S. officials reviewing the best information
available, that President George W. Bush spoke of its closure at length in an announcement.
President Bush stated:
Acting on solid and credible evidence, the Treasury Department of the United
States today blocked the U.S. assets of 62 individuals and organizations connected
94

Ibid., p. 150.
Ibid.
96
Ibid., p. 151.
97
Ibid.
98
Ibid., p. 274.
95

27

Case 1:16-cr-00265-LMB Document 127-1 Filed 10/10/17 Page 28 of 39 PageID# 1046

with two terrorist-supporting financial networks, the Al Taqwa and the Al Barakaat.
Their offices have been shut down in four U.S. states, and our G-8 partners and
other friends, including the United Arab Emirates, have joined us in blocking assets
and coordinating enforcement action. Al Taqwa is an association of offshore banks
and financial management firms that have helped Al Qaeda shift money around the
world…. Al Taqwa and Al Barakaat raise funds for Al Qaeda. They manage, invest
and distribute those funds. They provide terrorist supporters with Internet service,
secure telephone communications and other ways of sending messages and sharing
information. They even arrange for the shipment of weapons. They present
themselves as legitimate businesses. But they skim money from every transaction
for the benefit of terrorist organizations. They enable the proceeds of crime in one
country to be transferred to pay for terrorist acts in another.99
Huber admitted to George Michael that he served as a member of al-Taqwa’s administration
council from 1988 until the bank’s closure in 2002.100 Although Huber denied any operational link
to al-Qaeda, he was clearly “enthusiastic over the 9/11 attacks,” as he “saw them as a catalyst that
would bring together elements of the extreme right and militant Islam.”101 As Huber told George
Michael:
The new alliance has come. The eleventh of September has brought together [the
far right and militant Islam] because the new right has reacted positively.… They
say, and I agree with them 100 percent, what happened on the eleventh of
September, if it is the Muslims who did it, it is not an act of terrorism but an act of
counterterrorism.102
Similarly, Huber told a CNN interviewer in 2002 that al-Qaeda was “a very honorable
organization… If they killed a few American generals in the Pentagon, I don’t feel very sorry,
because these guys have done a lot of trouble.”103 The same video shows the interior of Huber’s
study, which features portraits of Iran’s supreme leader, Adolf Hitler, and Osama bin Laden, as
well as a relic Huber prizes: a physical piece of Hitler’s house.
Further demonstrating the links that Huber was trying to build between Islamist militancy and neoNazism, in the summer of 2001 Huber collaborated with the Holocaust-denying Institute for
Historical Review (IHR) and several European far-right colleagues in an effort to host a conference
in Beirut on “Revisionism and Zionism.”104 His efforts ultimately fell flat, as Lebanese authorities
banned the conference before it could kick off.
Sascha Lemanski (Sascha L.). Consistent with German privacy laws that limit dissemination of a
defendant’s last name, this German citizen is known only as Sascha L. in most of the reporting on
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his case, but I was able to track down his last name. Lemanski is a former neo-Nazi arrested in
Germany in February 2017 for allegedly plotting an attack on ISIS’s behalf. According to reports,
Lemanski previously identified with a prominent neo-Nazi group in Germany known as the
Immortals. Prior to his conversion, he had publicly accused Muslims of causing the “creeping
death of the people,” and of trying to impose sharia in Germany. In a May 2013 YouTube video
entitled “Tips for the fight against cockroaches,” Lemanski called for attacks against immigrants
in Germany.105
But in 2014, Lemanski converted to Islam, and was later charged with disseminating ISIS
messages online.106 In February 2017, German authorities arrested Lemanski as he was planning
a terrorist attack. In interrogations after his arrest, Lemanski “admitted to planning to lure police
officers or soldiers into a trap and then kill them with a home-made explosive.”107 Authorities also
recovered “materials required for the construction of an unconventional blasting device,” including
“chemical materials required for the production of an acetone peroxide explosive device, as well
as the electronic components required for remote ignition.”108
Devon Arthurs. On May 19, 2017, authorities responded to a hostage situation at Green Planet
Smoke Shop in Tampa, Florida, in which 18-year-old Devon Arthurs held three people at gunpoint.
The criminal complaint against Arthurs describes the situation:
Devon Arthurs entered the Green Planet Smoke Shop, located at 15325 Amberly
Dr, Tampa, FL 33647. The store was occupied by an employee/victim#1 and a
customer/victim #2. Devon Arthurs lifted up the back of his t-shirt and removed a
black semiautomatic pistol from his rear waistband. Victim #1 stated that Arthurs
pointed a gun at her and told her to get on the ground. Victim #2 stated that Arthur
yelled, “Do me a favor and get the fuck on the ground!” Both victims complied
with the demand. Victim #2 also advised that Arthur asked him, “Why shouldn’t I
kill you?” Arthurs made these demands and asked these questions from a distance
of no more than five feet from both victim #1 and #2. Both victim #1 and #2 were
placed in fear for their life.
Approximately two to three minutes after Arthurs entered the Green Planet Smoke
Shop, a second customer/victim #3 enters the store. Arthurs orders victim #3 down
to the ground but does not threaten him with the firearm. Arthurs informed all three
victims in the store that he had already killed somebody. He further informed all
three victims that he was upset due to America bombing his Muslim countries.109
Tampa police reached the smoke shop minutes after the third hostage had entered, and arrested
Arthurs shortly thereafter. When asked if anyone else was hurt, Arthurs confessed that he had
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killed two people in his apartment.110 On further investigation, officers found the bodies of Jeremy
Himmelman and Andrew Oneschuk, both of whom were killed by gunshot wounds to the upper
body and head.111 During the subsequent interrogation, Arthurs confessed to killing both of them,
identifying the victims as “personally known to him,” and providing specific details about how
they were murdered.112 Subsequent reporting by the New York Times has identified the two men as
roommates of Arthurs.113 According to the criminal complaint:
Arthurs advised that the shooting stemmed from Himmelman and Oneschuk
disrespecting Arthurs’ Muslim faith. Arthurs stated that all of them had been friends
with a common neo-Nazi belief, until Arthurs converted to [Islam]. Since then,
Arthurs stated, he has become angered by the world’s anti-Muslim sentiment and
had wanted to bring attention to his cause.114
Indeed, according to the criminal complaint, Arthurs made religious references in Arabic
subsequent to his arrest, while being walked to a patrol vehicle. Arthurs further stated, “I had to
do it. This wouldn’t have had to happen if your country didn’t bomb my country.”115
Thus, by Arthurs’s own account, he had been a devoted neo-Nazi prior to his conversion to Islam.
Though not all the details of his newfound faith are known, Arthurs explained that he murdered
two people and subsequently took hostages in response to disrespect for his faith, and in retaliation
for American foreign policy. Arthurs’s explanation of his actions tracks with both grievance-based
and ideology-based explanations for radicalization to violent extremism.
Thomas Usztics
Thomas Usztics is a German national and former neo-Nazi who converted to Islam in his early
twenties and travelled abroad to join the Deutsche Taliban Mujahideen (DTM), which is based in
the Afghanistan/Pakistan region (Waziristan and Hindu Kush). DTM is a militant splinter group
that was originally part of the Islamic Jihad Union. DTM is composed of German-speaking
Islamists, and prioritizes the ouster of non-Muslim forces from Afghanistan, including German
soldiers, while simultaneously espousing attacks on German soil.116
Born in 1985 to parents who had immigrated from Hungary, Usztics had ties to the far-right and
neo-Nazi scenes in his youth.117 Usztics converted to Islam in early 2008, and radicalized quickly,
joining DTM within a year of his conversion.118 With DTM, Usztics adopted the nom de guerre
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of Hamsa al-Majaari (Hamsa the Hungarian). He received weapons and explosives training, took
part in an attack against a NATO base that housed American and Afghan forces, and appeared in
two jihadist propaganda videos. 119 In these videos, Usztics threatened that the group would
continue fighting until all Western troops had left Afghanistan, and urged all Muslims living in
Germany to join the jihad in the Hindu Kush, either by physically travelling to join the fight, or at
the very least through monetary support.120 He implored his co-religionists in one video: “Sell your
belongings so we can continue buying weapons.” Usztics also contacted German citizens by email,
and through this correspondence took to “demanding political and financial support” for DTM.121
Despite his obvious fanaticism, Usztics became disillusioned with DTM, and disheartened by the
hardships he suffered. Usztics would later explain the reasons for his change of heart in some detail.
He revealed the living conditions that he and his wife (also a German convert, whom he had
brought along to Waziristan) had to endure, which he described as unfit for human habitation.
Usztics described a shocking lack of hygiene, people who “were spitting and vomiting,” and
disrespectful treatment of women. 122 Turning to this last area of disillusionment, Usztics
commented that only when he arrived in Turkey, “finally I could hold hands with my wife in
public.”123 But the biggest factor prompting Usztics’s split from DTM was the gruesome deaths of
his German friends in a firefight with Pakistani soldiers.124
Usztics and his wife planned to travel to Turkey through Iran, from where they would fly to
Copenhagen, and subsequently drive back to Germany.125 But they were arrested in Turkey and
extradited to Germany, where Usztics was sentenced to four years and three months in prison for
membership in a terrorist group, and preparation of a serious act of subversion while abroad.126
Like David Myatt, Usztics has now renounced jihadism.127 Nonetheless, his case exemplifies how
an initial sympathy or adherence to neo-Nazi ideology can be conducive to an ideological shift
toward jihadism.
Diego José Frías Álvarez
The case of Diego José Frías Álvarez exemplifies how a commitment to anti-Semitism can bridge
the ideological divide between Nazism and jihadism. Frías Álvarez is a Spanish neo-Nazi activist
and former member of the Republican Social Movement (MSR: Moviment Social Republicà), one
of Spain’s most active neo-fascist and extreme right-wing formations. His political militancy
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reached its zenith when he topped the MSR’s electoral appointment list in the 2006 parliamentary
elections. However, Frías Álvarez achieved meager results, winning about 0.04% of the total
votes.128 In addition to MSR’s connection to other clearly anti-Semitic parties, it also allied with
European far-right parties with anti-Muslim politics.129
In mid-2015, Frías Álvarez was arrested by the Mossos d’Esquadra (the Catalonian police force)
for his suspected involvement with a jihadist cell known as the “Islamic Fraternity for the
Preaching of Jihad.” Though not a convert, he was a collaborator and co-conspirator of the cell, as
he mainly provided material assistance in the form of a weapons arsenal and suggested targets to
be attacked.
The leader of the cell, Antonio Sáez Martínez, a Granada barber who converted to Islam in 2012
and was subsequently known as Aalí, initially used the network to send recruits to ISIS camps in
Syria and Iraq.130 But as authorities arrested several would-be foreign fighters, the cell redirected
its efforts to committing attacks around Barcelona.131 One example of a planned attack (which
would starkly mirror ISIS’s own torture and slaughter of its victims) was to kidnap a victim, put
him in an orange jumpsuit, and behead him in front of running cameras.132 Other planned attacks,
for which Frías Álvarez and other members of the cell were arrested, included the bombing of a
Jewish bookstore, and further attacks against synagogues, the Parliament of Catalonia, and police
stations.133
Initially the Islamic Fraternity lacked the necessary materials to carry out such attacks. Thus, Frías
Álvarez was introduced to the plot through a contact of Sáez Martínez, as the neo-Nazi was
understood to be an intermediary capable of obtaining weapons and explosive materials.134 But the
role Frías Álvarez played in the plot was not that of a mere middle man. Demonstrating how
jihadists and neo-Nazis can be bound together by common enemies, Frías Álvarez suggested
several targets in the Barcelona metropolitan area to the cell, such as the Mossos d’Esquadra police
department on the Plaza de España. This central role played by the neo-Nazi was corroborated by
two witnesses who are now under police protection, and also by photographs found on mobile
phones from some of the arrestees.135
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Thus, though Diego José Frías Álvarez had been active in political and social groups that overtly
flaunted anti-Muslim sentiments, his deep-seated hatred for Jews made him a natural associate of
a jihadist terror cell. Such ideological synergy enables and facilitates an alliance that at first may
seem improbable.
The Historical Convergence
In Ahmed Huber’s estimation, the historical convergence between Nazism and militant Islamism
is best exemplified by the collaboration of Haj Muhammad Amin al-Husseini, who had been the
grand mufti of Jerusalem, with Hitler’s Nazi regime. Other figures who have embraced the
convergence between these two ideological streams agree with Huber, as do scholars and
researchers. George Michael writes, “Perhaps no other figure did more to foster ties between rightwing extremism and militant Islam than [Husseini], as his ideology informed both pan-Arabism
and militant Islam.” 136 Husseini was both anti-Semitic and anti-British, a combination that
“dovetailed with Hitler’s policies during this period.”137 According to scholar Raphael Israeli, the
grand mufti was extremely anti-Semitic even before Jewish mass migration to Palestine. Israeli
notes that in 1929 Husseini incited Palestinian crowds to “kill and maim fellow inhabitants of
Jerusalem, Hebron, and other cities, for no other reason than their being Jewish.”138 Israeli notes
that Husseini “loathed the Jews for being a harbinger of westernism, modernism, secularism, and
liberalism in the Middle East.”139
Though Husseini began cultivating ties to the Nazi movement as early as 1933, a publicly
acknowledged reciprocal, cooperative relationship did not form until 1937, when the British Royal
Commission published the Peel Report recommending that Palestine be divided into separate
Jewish and Arab states. Following the Peel report’s publication, Husseini publicly voiced his
support for the Third Reich, and requested that the Nazis assist him in his fight against the Jews.140
Fearing that statehood might bolster and strengthen “international Jewry,” the Germans began to
see the Arabs as “assets” for the Nazi cause, and to view Husseini as a potential strategic partner
in the Middle East.141 Nazi Germany began supplying Palestinian Arabs with weapons to fight the
Jews, while the Palestinian press in turn actively promoted European Nazism and anti-Semitic
propaganda.142 On October 2, 1937, Husseini met with Nazi officials Adolf Eichmann and Herbert
Hagen, who traveled to Mandatory Palestine disguised as a journalist and a student, respectively.143
Toward the end of 1937, Husseini was forced to flee Palestine in order to avoid arrest for inciting
a rebellion against the British Mandate.144
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By 1939, Husseini was operating out of Baghdad, and was funded by the Nazis.145 While in Iraq,
he collaborated with Rashid Ali al-Gaylani to orchestrate a Nazi-backed coup against the Iraqi
government. Though Britain suppressed the coup, it only did so after “al-Husseini issued a fatwa
announcing a jihad against Britain and the Jews.”146 When the British stopped the coup, Husseini
was forced to flee once again. In November 1941, he settled in Berlin, and almost immediately
obtained an audience with Hitler himself. Husseini pledged his support for the Third Reich. Hitler
assured the grand mufti of the Nazis’ commitment to exterminating the Jews, and dubbed Husseini
the leader of the Arab world, even promising to eventually make Husseini the “Arab führer.”147
In the years that followed, Husseini played an
important role for the Nazis. In 1943, he helped
organize the 13th Waffen Mountain Division of the
SS Handschar, a volunteer force in the former
Yugoslavia composed predominantly of Bosnian
Muslims. (As will be discussed subsequently in this
report’s section on the cultural significance of items
in the defendant’s possession, the defendant had
photos of the 13th Waffen Mountain Division in his
electronic files.) George Michael notes that, to
advance the recruitment of Bosnian Muslims,
Husseini wrote a “motivational treatise” entitled
Islam and the Jews intended to inspire Bosnian
Muslim SS units, and promote their involvement in
the Jewish genocide.
In January 1944, Husseini began making pro-Axis radio broadcasts to the Arab world in which he
implored Muslims to aid the Nazi slaughter, and stressed the ideological affinities between German
National Socialism and Islam.148 In one broadcast, he urged Muslims to “kill the Jews wherever
you find them. This pleases God.”149
Following Nazi Germany’s defeat, Hitler’s erstwhile officers had to flee to new homes lest they
be held accountable for their role in the regime’s atrocities. A large number of Hitler’s men went
to the Middle East. Huber’s recollection of Gamal Abdel Nasser’s fondness for Hitler, for example,
was consistent with the Nasser regime’s sheltering of Nazi war criminals. Nazi commando Otto
Skorzeny (a figure who was featured in the defendant’s collections and personal notes) trained
thousands of Egyptians in guerilla and desert warfare, and even organized early Palestinian
terrorist forays into Israel and the Gaza Strip in the mid-1950s. Johann von Leers, who had been a
high-ranking assistant to Nazi propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels, produced material for Nasser
attacking the United States and Israel. Von Leers even converted to Islam, adopting the name
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Oman Amin von Leers. Corresponding with a fellow fascist, von Leers opined that “if my nation
had got Islam instead of Christianity we should not have had all the traitors we had in World War
II.”
Thus, in addition to the case studies of individuals who have embraced both Nazism and Islamist
militancy in recent years, there is historical precedent.
The Centrality of Anti-Semitism and the Jewish Scapegoat
As discussed in Part I, a central tenet of extremist ideologies is the attribution of blame to a target
out-group. For both Nazis and militant Islamists, the Jewish population is a key out-group. Both
movements consider the Jews to be responsible for a disproportionate amount of the misfortunes
that befall humankind. This perspective is articulated in copious speeches, statements and writings
of militant Islamist and Nazi leaders. For example, in his infamous essay “Our Struggle with the
Jews,” Sayyid Qutb—a key figure for militant Islamists—writes: “Everywhere the Jews have been
they have committed unprecedented abominations. From such creatures who kill, massacre and
defame prophets one can only expect the spilling of human blood and dirty means which would
further their machinations and evil.”
Hitler’s sentiments in his autobiography Mein Kampf are quite similar. Like Qutb, who accused
the Jews of committing “unprecedented abominations,” Hitler asks: “Was there any excrement,
any shamelessness in any form, above all in cultural life, in which at least one Jew would not have
been involved?”150 To Hitler, the Jews are universal villains, and their mere existence is menacing
and malign. In his book Roots of Nazi Psychology, author Jay Y. Gonen explains: “Hitler’s
perception was clear and ominous. An ill-understood evil is on the verge of triumph in this
world.”151 Indeed, Hitler compares the Jewish people to “maggots” in a “decaying body.”152
Both Qutb and Hitler’s statements not only blame and vilify the Jews, but dehumanize them. As
mentioned in Part I, the dehumanization of an “out-group” is common among extremist
movements, particularly those who seek to incite violence against, or the extermination of, a
particular group. In the Nazi and militant Islamist movements, the dehumanization of Jews occurs
through degradation and demonization.
Degradation includes the reduction of the Jew to vermin. In the aforementioned quotes, Qutb and
Hitler describe the Jews as murderous “creatures,” loathsome “maggots.” They exacerbate the
cognitive distance between members of their movements and Jews, thus increasing the
acceptability of violence. Indeed, according to Goebbels, the Jews were to be considered
“unconditionally exterminable”—a depiction he actively promulgated and emphasized in his
statements, and in the Nazi party’s messaging campaigns. As scholar David Livingstone Smith
explains, “all that Goebbels could see were vermin: carriers of the Jewish disease—a disease that
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would engulf the world unless it was obliterated.”153 In one of Goebbels’s diary entries, he writes
that Jews “are no longer human beings, but animals. It is, therefore, also no humanitarian task, but
a task for the surgeon. One has got to cut here, and that most radically. Or Europe will vanish one
day due to the Jewish disease.”154
Goebbels’s revulsion toward the Jews is articulated in The Eternal Jew—a pro-Nazi “documentary”
that he conceived—that depicted the Jews as agents of filth, decay and disease.155 In one of the
film’s most infamous scenes, “a swarm of rats appears on the screen, followed by scenes of rats
emerging from sewers and infesting bags of grain.”156 The narrator states:
Wherever rats appear they bring ruin, by destroying mankind’s good and foodstuffs.
In this way, they spread disease, plague, leprosy, typhoid fever, cholera, dysentery,
and so on. They are cunning, cowardly, and cruel, and are found mostly in large
packs. Among the animals they represent the rudiment of an insidious and
underground destruction, just like the Jews among human beings.157
Today, the depiction of the Jew as the personification of malice and grime persists among
spokesmen for both ideologies. Even where Jews are not explicitly described as subhuman by
adherents to these movements, their humanity is in some way discounted. For example, Qutb
described Jews’ “natural disposition” as characterized by “ingratitude” and “narrow selfishness.”
As a result, Qutb asserted, Jews are fundamentally unable to “feel the larger human connection
which binds humanity together.” Osama bin Laden reiterated this notion of Jews as detached and
callous, highlighting what he described as their murderous intolerance. He states that “Jews believe
as part of their religion that people are their slaves, and whoever denies their religion deserves to
be killed.” 158 In this way, bin Laden portrayed a disconnect between Jews and the rest of
humankind.
The second form of dehumanization exhibited by both groups is demonization. Scholar David
Patterson notes that both movements see “the Jew” as someone who “not only commits evil but
embodies the essence of evil and is therefore beyond remission.”159 In Mein Kampf, for example,
Hitler writes of the “vileness” of the Jew, declaring that “no one need be surprised if among our
people the personification of the devil as the symbol of evil assumes the living shape of the Jew.”
Similarly, according to Qutb, Jews represent the “blackest devil and source of the worst antiIslamic machinations.” In both cases, Jews are not only responsible for spreading corruption and
evil, but are considered intrinsically wicked and immoral by virtue of their ethnicity.160
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The combination of demonization and degradation as a means of dehumanizing the Jews is
imperative to the “exterminationist anti-Semitism” that pervades both ideologies. 161 While
comparing a particular category of people to disgusting, lowly creatures undoubtedly facilitates
the process of moral disengagement necessary for violence, declaring them to actually be an
altogether different species provides the justification for extermination. As the scholar Elana
Gomel explains:
Saying that a certain category of people is like bacteria still does not give license to
exterminate them with impunity… However, if the Jews are really parasites, a
different biological species, masquerading as humans but in fact, dangerous, alien
and strange, killing them becomes as morally neutral as cleansing a house from
bugs.162
The “Zionist Conspiracy” and the Jew as an Existential Threat
Hatred and animus toward Jews is further fueled by both movements’ unwavering belief in a
“Zionist conspiracy”—the notion that Jews are secretly plotting to take over, or fundamentally
manipulate, the world. Contemporary conceptions of this purported conspiracy largely stem from
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, a forgery birthed in czarist Russia that claimed to be a “record
of secret meetings of Jewish leaders.”163 Though the Protocols were exposed as a fraud in the
1920s, the document was a key facet of Nazi propaganda.164 The Nazi party published at least
twenty-three editions of the text between 1933 and the onset of the Second World War. 165
Similarly, in “Our Struggle with the Jews,” Sayyid Qutb frequently references the Protocols.
In his book Milestones, Qutb further articulates his belief in a “Jewish master plan,” declaring that
the Jews intend to “eliminate all limitations, especially the limitations imposed by faith and
religion, so that [they] may penetrate into the body politic of the whole world and then may be free
to perpetuate their evil designs.”166 This bigoted attitude is prevalent within the militant Islamist
movement, and among contemporary neo-Nazi leaders. For example, in an essay entitled “Who
Rules America?”—which was found among the defendant’s belongings167—William Pierce, the
late leader of the domestic extremist group National Alliance, writes: “The Jewish control of the
American mass media is the single most important fact of life, not just in America but in the world
today. There is nothing—plague, famine, economic collapse, even nuclear war—more dangerous
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to the future of our people.”168 Pierce’s comments are in line with the exterminationist narrative
propagated by Hitler and Goebbels.
The power of this narrative, and its prevalence in the contemporary neo-Nazi movement, is also
evident in the comments and writings of the movement’s followers. In a March 22, 2017 post
appearing in the “Jewish Problem” section of the neo-Nazi website Daily Stormer, an author claims
that the Jews maintain “a multi-generational regime of subversion,” and asserts: “It’s all outlined
in The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion.”169 Another Daily Stormer commenter claims:
“Folks, the backroom Globalist Jews have been steadily working to destroy you and the hopes and
dreams for your children.”170
Neo-Nazis and jihadists generally use the terms “Jews” and “Zionists” interchangeably. In his
essay “The Jewish Problem,” William Pierce declares the two to be synonymous, describing
“professional Zionists” to be the “most Jewish of the Jews.”171 Similarly, the scholar Bassam Tibi
notes, in evaluating al-Qaeda and other militant Islamist movements: “When al-Qaeda was
established in 1998, it adopted a mission to ‘fight Jews and crusaders.’ Its founding statements
make little distinction between Jews and sahyuniyyun (Zionists).”172 Instead, they maintain that
Islam is “under siege,” and that “world Jewry,” or “world Zionism,” is waging a war against Islam
with the help the United States.173 For example, in a speech urging supporters to “erupt volcanoes
of jihad everywhere,” ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi accused “the Jews” of “covertly and
stealthily” joining the U.S. campaign against ISIS, and urged Muslims throughout the Middle East
to fight “the agents of the Jews and crusaders, their slaves, tails and dogs.”174
The salience of anti-Semitism and the scapegoating of Jews plays a key role in the ability of some
individuals to move seamlessly from neo-Nazism to the militant Islamist movement. Both
movements possess clearly defined in-groups and out-groups. As discussed in Part I, it is essential
to extremist movements to cultivate a sense of self or community on behalf of whom one is fighting,
as well as to define an enemy. This shared out-group of the Jews has proven critical to individuals
who move between, or simultaneously embrace, Nazism and militant Islamism. In a vacuum, of
course, Nazism and militant Islamism should be opposed to one another. Qutb contended that
“there can be no permanent peaceful coexistence between a community implementing God’s law
and other communities,” which is consistent with the subsequent writings and teachings of militant
Islamist figures. And, as observed previously in this report, a committed Nazi would view many
Muslims as racially suspect. But the “Jewish question” looms large for both ideologies, and in
some cases the emphasis on “the Jew” as a scapegoat is more powerful than the movements’
168
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differences. For some, anti-Semitism renders the transition from one movement to another not only
justified, but an imperative.
Of course, while both movements are heavily influenced by anti-Semitism, they have claimed a
wide range of victims. In recent years, for example, we have seen ISIS slaughter members of such
minority religious communities in Iraq as the Christians and Yazidis; boast openly of taking sex
slaves; launch terrorist attacks that kill indiscriminately at Christmas markets or cafés; launch
lethal bomb attacks against church services, and at concerts frequented primarily by young girls;
and separate non-Muslims from Muslims before slaughtering them in restaurants or shopping
malls. Jews may be the scapegoat, but they are not the sole victims.
Conclusion
Based on the above, I conclude that evidence an individual’s affinity for Nazism is related to the
question of whether that individual is predisposed to supporting militant Islamist groups. To
underscore the three major reasons for this conclusion, which the report has explained in detail:
•
•
•

The mechanisms of radicalization that can attract an individual to neo-Nazism and to
militant Islam are highly similar.
There are numerous salient case studies of convergence between Nazi or neo-Nazi ideology
and militant Islamism in individuals, and this convergence has historical precedent.
When individuals have been attracted to or immersed in neo-Nazism, and then converted
to Islam, they often dive right into the extremist end of the diverse spectrum of Islamic
practice rather than showing interest in more moderate expressions of the faith.
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