The Mosque Foundation’s Troubling Record

U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, D-1Il., visited the Mosque Foundation in Bridgeview, IlI. in early 2011.% ~
In a picture taken at the meeting, Durbin stands with Jamal Said and Kifah Mustapha. Both
mosque leaders were listed as unindicted co-conspirators in the Holy Land Foundation for Relief
and Development Hamas-financing trial.? In November 2008, HLF and five of its employees
were found guilty on 108 counts for funneling money to Hamas through zakat (charity)
committees in the Palestinian territories.® Also pictured with Durbin is Mosque Foundation Vice
President* Oussama Jammal, who has defended Mohammed Salah, a Hamas operative who was
once a regular visitor to the mosque.”
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HLF exhibits show that Said, the Mosque Foundation’s imam and director® was listed on a phone
list for the Palestine Committee.” Internal records show that the Muslim Brotherhood, an
Egyptian-based pan-Islamic movement, created the Palestine Committee to serve as an umbrelia —
organization over American support operations. It had a "designed purpose to support HAMAS"
politically and financially, according to a federal indictment.® A 1991 internal memo to Palestine
Committee members reveals that members of the committee intended to further the Muslim
Brotherhood's goals "on the American front."

Said spoke during conferences for the Islamic Association for Palestine (IAP), a now-defunct
U.S.-based Hamas propaganda arm that also was part of the Palestine Committee. Internal IAP
memos and other exhibits admitted into evidence during the HLF prosecution in Dallas indicated
that the IAP served as a Hamas support arm.*

At a fall 2000 IAP conference, Said asked the audience “to be generous and give plenty, to keep
the light in the houses of our martyrs burning. We have boxes here to say ‘Help us, help the Agsa
cause, Islamic Association for Palestine!”

“There is no better charity than to pay for the family of a martyr,” he added.™

Said spoke again about martyrs during the Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA)-Muslim
American Society (MAS) 8" Annual Conference in 2009. “We need to raise our children to
know the martyrs of Gaza,” he said.*? Additionally, Said has said that the HLF executives “were
jailed wrongfully and unjustly” after their convictions.*® Appeals by the HLF defendants are
pending.

A Chicago Tribune report on the mosque indicated that Said’s radical ideology drove more
moderate Muslims away from the mosque.**
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Imam Kifah Mustapha, documents show, volunteered and worked for two of the Palestine
Committee’s most central organizations, the Holy Land Foundation and the IAP. HLF was the
committee’s fundraising arm.”® The AP issued its propaganda.®

Mustapha was a paid HLF employee from 1996-2000, court records show.'” A table of HLF
employee salaries lists Mustapha’s position with the group as an Illinois representative and
fundraiser.™®

During a 2004 civil deposition, Mustapha discussed his work with the AP, saying he served on a
volunteer committee beginning in the early 1990s. During his time volunteering for the
organization, he “distributed flyers” and helped prepare for “festivals or conventions.”
Additionally Mustapha said that “maybe” he had personally contributed money to IAP. 19

Though Mustapha said he didn’t “recall having [himself] registered as a board member” and that
he “didn't apply for” any such position, a 2000 IAP conference program lists him as being on the
group’s board of directors.?

A video exhibit introduced in the HLF trial features Kifah Mustapha performing a skit as part of
the musical troupe “al-Sakhra.” Also seen in the video is Mufid Abdulgader, one of the
defendants in the trial and half-brother to Hamas leader Khalid Meshaal. In the recording, a
Hamas logo in shown the background and Mustapha can be heard in the chorus reiterating a call
for jihad:

“O mother, Hamas for Jihad. Over mosques' loudspeakers, with freedom. Every day it
resists with stones and the dagger. Tomorrow, with God's help, it will be with a machine
gun and a rifle.”%

Other Mosque Foundation officials also worked with the IAP. Past president, secretary and board
member Rafeeq Jaber is the IAP’s former president. %

> US v. Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development et al, 3:04-CR-240-G, Superseding Indictment, page 8.
(N.D. Tx. November 12, 2008).

18 US v. Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development et al, 3:04-CR-240-G, “Government Exhibit Elbarasse
Search 31,” An Introduction to the bylaw of the Palestine Committee in North America and Canada, page 8. (N.D.
Tx. September 25, 2008).

7US v. Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development et al, 3:04-CR-240-G, “Government Exhibit- HLF
Search 2,” (N.D. Tx. September 25, 2008).

*® Ibid.

9 Stanley Boim vs. Quranic Literacy Institute, 00-C-2905, ""Deposition of Kifah Mustapha,” (N.D. 1ll. March 2,
2004) pg.8.

0 stanley Boim vs. Quranic Literacy Institute, 00-C-2905, "Deposition of Kifah Mustapha,” (N.D. lll. March 2,
2004) pg.8.; Islamic Association for Palestine 2000 Chicago Convention Program.

21 U.S. v. Holy Land Foundation, et al., 04-C-4240, “Government Exhibit HLF Search-71 Video C,” (N.D. Tx.
September 25, 2008).

22 Boim v. Quranic Literacy Institute, 00-CV-2905, “Deposition of Rafeeq Jaber,” (N.D. 11l April 9, 2003) pgs 10-
11, 21.; Mosque Foundation Annual Reports list Rafiq Jaber as Secretary from 1991-1998.; Diana Delogu,
"Churches contend with Growing Pains; Tight Wedding Schedules and Parking Problems are Some of the Costs of
Success," Chicago Tribune, June 15, 2997.



Hamas operative Muhammad Salah® attended the Mosque Foundation “daily” since Mustapha
began working there, Mustapha said in his 2004 deposition.?*

In 1998, the Mosque Foundation held a rally in support of Salah after the U.S. government
moved to seize the assets of Salah, his wife, and the Quranic Literacy Institute (QLI), accusing
Salah of Hamas-related money laundering.”® “A review of bank records further indicates that
QLI and QLI-related entities or individuals likely were a source of funds for Salah’s Hamas-
related expenditures between 1991 and his arrest in January of 1993 and beyond,” FBI Special
Agent Robert Wright wrote in an affidavit. ?° Salah had been previously convicted of Hamas
related charges in Israel in 1995.%

During the rally, Oussama Jammal condemned the asset freeze as discriminatory. “Politically
motivated attacks on our community are an unfortunate reality that must not be accepted,” said
Jammal. “The stereotyping of Muslims and Arabs as being terrorists is wrong and it must
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stop.

In a separate case, Muhammad Salah was found guilty in July 2007 on one count of obstruction
of justice for submitting false and misleading statements through his lawyers to the U.S. District
Court, including saying that he had “never provided or delivered funds for the purpose of
supporting Hamas.”%

Oussama Jammal has also questioned the facts behind 9/11. Following the attacks Jamal asked,
“How certain are we that it was Arabs who were behind it?”” *

During Durbin’s visit, he not only met with these radicals, but was also visiting an institution that
has hosted radical events and donated money to radical organizations.

On June 23, 2001, an IAP event was held at the Mosque Foundation. Mustapha spoke as a
representative of the Holy Land Foundation. Mustapha was joined by Ossama Muhamad, then
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directing editor for the al-Zaitounah newspaper in Dallas.®* HLF trial records show that &l
Zaitounah was published by the I1AP.*

A banner displayed outside the event read “Intifada Day - IAP Chicago.”33

According to Mustapha, the Holy Land Foundation would solicit money on a “yearly basis” from
the Mosque Foundation during his tenure with HLF.3* Asked about connections between HLF
and the mosque during his 2004 deposition, he said:

“The only connection is as an institution for the Mosque Foundation, people will apply to
come and solicit funds for certain projects they believe, and the Mosque Foundation
might accept or reject their application. And that’s how it was at the time when I was
employed by HLF.”®

Mustapha also noted that he would solicit funds from the mosque as an HLF representative and
that Jamal Said was in charge of approving the donations.*

The Mosque Foundation has also made over $100,000 in donations to other organizations later
shut down by the U.S. government for ties to terrorism financing, including Benevolence
International Foundation®” and Islamic African Relief Agency (IARA),*® and the Global Relief
Foundation (GRF).* While the Mosque Foundation made many of these donations years in
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advance of the U.S.’s designation of the groups, several were made right before the designattons.
The Mosque Foundation made two donations totaling $10,000 to the IARA right before its
designation in October 2004.%° One donation was made in August and the other in September.**
Also, the Mosque Foundation contributed over $63,000 to GRF in 2000, only one year before the
group’s official designation.*
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