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By Abdulrahman El-sayed
`“ And hold fast, all together, by the rope which Allah (stretches out for you), and
be not divided among yourselves; and remember with gratitude Allahȇs favour on
you; for ye were enemies and He joined your hearts in love, so that by His Grace,
ye became brethren; and ye were on the brink of the pit of Fire, and He saved you
from it. Thus doth Allah make His Signs clear to you: That ye may be guided.” ȱȬȱ
Quar’an 3: 103

Alhamdulillah, thestateof Michigan isoneof theUS’smost
Muslim-denselocales. Metro Detroit alone is teeming with Masajid,
Muslim schools, and activity centers. Muslims in thisareaareaf-
forded opportunities their counterpartsacross thecountry arenot;
from halal restaurants to politically activeMuslim organizations,
southeast Michigan caterswell to itsMuslim citizens. To an un-
trained eye, it might seem that theMuslim community here is thriv-
ing. Upon minimal objectiveanalysis, however, it isclear that all’s
not well in “Motown” . Our malady stemsfrom alarger, moreviru-
lent virus that plaguesthisMuslim Ummah asawhole; wearedis-
junct and continueto unabashedly differentiatebetween onean-
other. Race, religiousconservativism, and ethnic background con-
tinueto galvanizerifts that haveexisted sincethearrival of our par-
ents. Membersof each individual sub-community arequick to ex-
plain why their counterpartsaresomehow inadequateand racial
linescontinueto differentiate the individual housesof Allah. Un-
founded sectarianism iskilling theMetro Detroit Muslim popula-
tion’sunprecedented potential.

Allah clearly communicates to us in

both theQuar’an and through theshining exampleof hisProphet
(PBUH) that unity amongst ourselves isprerequisite to success.
Should wenot work to salvethesegaping sores?Werepresent a
new generation among Muslims; unlikeour parents, wehaveno
“back home” , this iswherewegrew up, wherewelive, and where,
for themost part, we intend to raiseour families. Whileour parents
answered thecall for establishing thesecommunities, may Allah
bless them for their trials, they havepassed thebaton. In this leg of
therace, wemust seal thecommunitiesinto asingle, unified community.

Wheredo westart?It’s rather simpleactually, westart
here; thecollege-aged Muslim community needsunification. The
many Muslim Students’ Associations in Michigan arethriving,
masha’ Allah. However, astrongassociation between them hasthe
potential to bemorethan thesum of itsparts. In uniting thesestu-
dents’ organizations, college-aged Muslims in Michigan stand noth-
ing but gain. Further cooperation would lead to harder-impact
Da’wa, stronger political voices, moreweight with theMuslim com-
munity at large, and stronger and moreextensive intercommunica-
tion between Muslim students in general.

Finally, it remainsour responsibility in theEyesof Allah,
given thework of our parents, and theplight of theglobal Muslim
Ummah that wemaketheMuslim community in metro Detroit the
point of nucleation for global unification. In uniting such anumer-
ous, diverse, and talented Muslim community, westand to gain;
more importantly, unification isacrucial step in healing our ailing
Ummah. And Allah knowsbest.

Al-Risalah

TheMission of theMuslim Stu-
dents' Association of Ann Arbor is
to work for thebetterment of the
Muslim and Non-Muslim commu-
nity on campusthrough community
service, education and social activi-
ties. TheMSA isdedicated to facili-
tating aforum of education on Is-
lam, for Muslimsand non-Muslims.
Wehold weekly gatheringseducat-
ing theaudienceon contemporary
issues, cultural issues, historical

recountsand much more. In addition, wefacilitateabroad network of
small study groupsto enhanceknowledgeon Islam for all students.

Thesesmall, personalized groupspromoteboth intensivepur-
suit of information and bonding between group members. Finally, our
major events, such asIslam AwarenessWeek, Eid Dinner, Sacred
TimeProject, Fast-a-thon and moreprovidestudentswith both excit-
ing and illuminating experiencesto broaden people'sperspectiveson
Islam and promotethecultural, ethnic and ideological diversity that
characterizesthereligion.

Alhamdulillah thisyear wehavehad theopportunity to host
performerssuch asPreacher Moss, Amir Suleiman, and Azhar Usman,
and bring in avariety of speakers from our own Dr. Sherman Jackson
to ZaytunaInstitute’sSidi UsamaCanon.

In addition, wewere just recently named student organization of
theyear. Furthermoreour MSA servesthecommunity through its
weekly community serviceprojects. Our community serviceprojects
to serveboth Ann Arbor and thecommunity includecleaning theArb,
baking for the local homelessshelter, clothing/ book/ canned food
drives, Hospice, AIDSAwarenessDay, joining such groupsasHabitat
for Humanity, K-Gramsand much more. If you havesuggestionsfor
new eventsor would liketo get involved with our current one, please
do not hesitateto contact us( msa-eboard@umich.edu ).

You may wonder, what’s the
MSA at WayneStateUniversity all
about? Our MSA’smission, which
isprobably very similar to many
other MSA’s, is to establish Islam
asarespected religion on theWSU
campus, to eliminatemisconcep-
tionsabout Islam, to present Islam
to Muslimsand non-Muslimsand
promotefriendly relationsbetween
them, and of courseto cultivate
brotherly and sisterly relationsand

promoteunity among Muslimsat WSU and neighboring MSAs.
With WSU being acommuter school this task isquitechallenging at

times. With thededication of our 600+ membersand our motiva-
tional leaderswehavesuccessfully carried our goalswith afruitful mix
of eventsand activities. At thestart of every school year wededicatea
wholeweek to incoming freshmen.

Asatool to createmoreawareness, understanding, and tolerancefor
Islam wecarry out eventssuch asIslam AwarenessWeek, lectures, and
panel discussionswith organizationsof other faiths.

Westrongly believe in giving back to our community, which iswhy
wedo variousactivitiessuch asvolunteering with Habitat for Human-
ity, or hosting aChildren’sEid Party.

Who can forget our Annual Dinner? It’sour largest event, in which
weget to interact with our family and friendsand at thesametime
gain knowledge, eat good food, and watch enjoyableperformances.
Last but not least, after all thehard work and da’wah, wealso remem-
ber to havefun. With amix of ice-skating, barbeques, paintballing,
sister’ssocials, and brother’sbasketball tournamentsweget achance
to strengthen and cultivateour bondsof friendship with thevarious
peoplewehavemet through our collegecareersand involvement in
theMSA.
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