The Mission of the Muslim Stu-
dents' Association of Ann Arbor is
to work for the betterment of the
Muslim and Non-Muslim commu-
nity on campus through community
service, education and social activi-
ties. The MSA is dedicated to facili-
tating a forum of education on Is-
lam, for Muslims and non-Muslims.
We hold weekly gatherings educat-
ing the audience on contemporary
[ issues, cultural 1ssues, historical
ddition, we facilitate a broad network of
;.Lm£)wledg’c on Islam for all qrudcntq
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small study groups to enh

major events, such as Islam Aw
Time Project, Fast-a-thon and mc
ing and illuminating experiences to }
Islam and promote the cultural, ethnic an
characterizes the religion. - o
Alhamdulillah this year we have had
performers such as Preacher Moss, )
and bring in a variety of speakers fro
to Zaytuna Institute’s Sidi Usama Canl
In addition, we were just recent
the year. Furthermore our MSA servey
weekly community service projects. €
to serve both Ann Arbor and the con
baking for the local homeless shelter,
dnch Ilosptcc AIDS Awareness Dagy

cople's perspectives on
logical diversity that
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new events or \!.-'uuld 11kc- to get mvo}vcd W 1th our current onc, ph,a.
do not hesitate to contact us ( msa-eboard(@umich.edu ).

REGIONAL UNITY

By Abdulrahman El-sayed
“And hold fast, all together, by the rope which Allah (stretches out for you), and
be not divided among yourselves; and remember with gratitude Allah's favour on

you; for ye were enemies and He joined your hearts in love, so that by His Grace,
ye became brethren; and ye were on the brink of the pit of Fire, and He saved you
from it. Thus doth Allah make His Signs clear to you: That ye may be guided.” -
Quar’an 3: 103

Alhamdulillah, the state of Michigan is one of the US’s most
Muslim-dense locales. Metro Detroit alone is teeming with Masajid,
Muslim schools, and activity centers. Muslims in this area are af-
forded opportunities their counterparts across the country are not;
from halal restaurants to politically active Muslim organizations,
southeast Michigan caters well to its Muslim citizens. T'o an un-
trained eye, it might seem that the Muslim community here is thriv-
ing. Upon minimal objective analysis, however, it is clear that all’s
not well in “Motown”. Our malady stems from a larger, more viru-
lent virus that plagues this Muslim Ummah as a whole; we are dis-
junct and continue to unabashedly differentiate between one an-
other. Race, religious conservativism, and ethnic background con-
tinue to galvanize rifts that have existed since the arrival of our par-
ents. Members of each individual sub-community are quick to ex-.
plain why their counterparts are somehow inadequate and racial
lines continue to differentiate the individual houses of Allah. Un-
founded sectarianism is killing the Metro Detroit Muslim popula-
tion’s unprecedented potential.

Allah clearly communicates to us in

Page 10

P point {)f nucleation for ¢ g‘loba} umﬁcanrm In unitin,

You may wonder, what's the
MSA at Wayne State University all
about? Our MSA’s mission, which
is probably very similar to many
other MSAs, is to establish Islam
as a respected religion on the WSU
campus, to eliminate misconcep-
tions about Islam, to present Islam
to Muslims and non-Muslims and
promote friendly relations between
them, and of course to cultivate
brotherly and sisterly relations and
promote unity among Muslims at WSU and neighboring MSAs.

With WSU being a commuter school this task is quite challenging at
times. With the dedication of our 600+ members and our motiva-
tional leaders we have successfully carried our goals with a fruitful mix
of events and activities. At the start of every school year we dedicate a
whole week to incoming freshmen.

As a tool to create more awareness, understanding, and tolerance for
Islam we carry out events mch as Islam Awarene%q Week, lectures, and

< to our community, which is why
unteering with Habitat for Human-
ty.

ner? It’s our largest event, in which
nd friends and at the same time
watgh enjoyable performances.

e, barbeques, paintballing,
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(Pge Quar’an and through the shining cxamgk—wﬁm Prophet

&Sat unity amongst ourselves is prere to success.
ShotildAvé not work to salve these gaping sores? We represent a
new g?ﬁ on among Muslims; unlike our parents, we have no
“back hc is is where we grew up, where we live, and where,
for the most , we intend to raise our fzn:ullcs While our parents
answered the'call for establishing these communities, may Allah
bless them for th s, they have passed the baton. In this leg of
the race, we must's he compumities into a single, unified commnnity.

Where do
here; the college-aged Musli

many Muslim Students’ Assogi
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e & It's rather simple actually, we start
ommunity needs unification. The
ns in Michigan are thriving,
ociation between them has the
its parts. In uniting these stu-

“munity at large, ;
tion between Musli
Eyes of Allah,
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ous, diverse, and talented Muslim community, we sta
more importantly, unification is a crucial step in healing
Ummah. And Allah knows best.

Al-Risalah



