THEWNTREDN STATES

T}EPARTMENTJ/:'JUSTICE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 2018

INDIVIDUAL PLEADS GUILTY TO ATTEMPTING TO PROVIDE
MATERIAL SUPPORT TO ISIS

WASHINGTON - Vicente Adolfo Solano, 53, a citizen of Honduras residing in Miami,
pleaded guilty yesterday to attempting to provide material support to the Islamic
State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS), a designated foreign terrorist organization.

Assistant Attorney General for National Security John C. Demers, Benjamin G.
Greenberg, United States Attorney for the Southern District of Florida, and Robert F.
Lasky, Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Miami Field
Office, made the announcement.

Solano pleaded guilty yesterday to one count of attempting to provide material
support to ISIS, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 2339B(a)(1).
Sentencing is set for May 30, 2018, at 9:15 a.m. before United States District Judge
Paul C. Huck in Miami. Solano faces a statutory maximum sentence of twenty years’
imprisonment and a $250,000 fine.

According to the stipulated factual basis filed with the Court, in early 2017, Solano
told an individual, who later became a Confidential Human Source (“CHS”) for the
government, that he was upset with the United States and wanted to conduct an
attack in Miami. Later, Solano told this CHS that he wanted to join ISIS.

Solano planned to place and detonate an explosive device in a crowded area of a
popular Miami mall. Solano discussed his plot with the CHS and two undercover FBI
employees. According to the complaint, Solano provided three videos to the CHS, in
which Solano makes pro-ISIS statements and expresses anti-U.S. sentiments. Just
prior to his arrest, Solano took possession of what he believed was an explosive
device, took steps to arm it, and walked toward a mall entrance in order to carry out
his attack. Unbeknownst to Solano, the device was inert and did not pose a risk to
the public. Solano was taken into custody prior to entering the Mall.

Mr. Greenberg and Mr. Demers commended the investigative efforts of the FBI and
the South Florida Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF). The case is being prosecuted
by Assistant United States Attorney Karen E. Gilbert and Department of Justice
Counterterrorism Section Trial Attorney Jolie Zimmerman.

A copy of this press release may be found on the website of the United States
Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of Florida at www.usdoj.gov/usao/fls.
Related court documents and information may be found on the website of the District
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Court for the Southern District of Florida at www.flsd.uscourts.gov or
on http://pacer.flsd.uscourts.gov.
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