






























,. i:e 'J :. �d�E�~�O� itse • icts a co:-:·r../oy of - t!:ucks, �c�a�~�s�,� 

r:tc:o ::.es, �a�~�·�1�c�!� a :ank dr i v .: .. :1g a or:q 2. in a desert 
Many of �t�~�e� �v�e�~�i�c�l�e�s� �~�a�v�e� ..:.ndividuais in �~�h�e�~� who 

··o ·.he 

The ''i oeo ::s ;.;i th a 

bla::k :lag of �~� :r.ad pl 
see:-: !:a i. s..:.::q a : �l�a�~� t 

::ed 
�u�b�t�i�.�:�~� e " 

J-1.n incL vidual is 
1\ila:: �:�;�:�~�i�s�'�:�:� :he 

Lhen 

f 
' ., . 

�_�:�-�:�~�:�.�,�.�_�·�,�_�a�e� "gran: us :nar: 

P..: one po_::t �~� C:h i noo!: Lel icoplcr 
. S. r;,ill �t�a�~�y� :orces) is disp 1ayeci 

the jews and chris ians." Addit:onal y :here �i�~� a �c�t�:�.�c�~� 

o.t :7-:e 

'dave while the su.bti. les .sr:ate, 
and its hclpers.H 

" 

:uce':Jook page. 
dead on the ground. 

ogra •.vas 

A::othe r ::-.an ,., 

rn an :,rr.mense 

Dea2. with Arner:.:.ca 

an _nage f a man 1 

th an assault rifle 
r.g 

s 11.:.:1 g 

across his back is bending over to kiss :he dead rea:: :ne 
3AS:: :yped above the 

have �:�r�~�e�:�:�c�:�l� :.>n 
. ' . . . ' . . . n1n ana g·ve n1m tne n1 

�~�·� rck.JZ amen! One of �o�u�~� �a�~�a�z�:�n�g� �b�~�o�t�~�e�r�s� who wasn't �a�f�~�a�i�d� 

to die." �Y�o�~�:�r� af:ia.::t is d'flar·e �t�:�-�-�~�a�t� Shahced :r.ea:1s a rrart.yr-; 
�s�o�~�e�o�~�e� who dies in �~�n�e� way of Al:ah; �v�a�r�i�a�~�:�o�n�s� 1nc:ude 

: :eve: of parad se or heaven; 
jarrr1ah. ··{cur at:f:ar:t 

k:-:cvlS �:�~�h�a�t� In sha �l�1�l�~�a�h� :.s an �!�~�.�r�2�b�i�c� :_c:.rf.l �r�r�e�a�~�1� ng ·i. t God is 
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August of 2013 to present: BASIT's continued Facebook activity, 
and online communications with a confidential human source (CHS) 
and an online undercover employee (OCE) 

48. Dc::i::c /013, ar. ::'B:: 

Fa.ceboo:.C page �·�t�~�h�i� ch deolo9y of 

LJse::i a 

Islamic 

:::he GiS ar:d 

out a relationsh p with tne CHS. 
�J�~�r�i�a�g� :. ese d.:.scussions, 

leave the Jni:ed States, '""' 1 C' ....... ..::> 

�a�~�p�r�c�v�a�:� o! tho m �a�h�i�d�o�e�~�,� ana �~�-

BASI noted that he was 
: :1tending :::.0 t::-ave: to Sy=ic. and t=:at r.e had a �~� cb "'t·li �~�h� a 

:_n - . . 
... OglStlCS, BAS IT 

that if he dies on the mountain, �t�h�e�~�:� he 1 s shaheed. 
Ir-: th:s co:-::ext, Bl\Sl'.;:' alsc �a�!�.�:�f�~�r�m�e�d� • hat many �~�i�.�v�e�s� have 

been sacrificed and �t�~�r�n� back was not an option. 

Ahrar ash-Sham group. �Y�o�~�r� �a�~�~�i�a�n�t� is aware that Ahrar ash-
Sham -S a coalition bri made Llp of lslamist and Salaflst 

::e �u�~�~�r�e�r�:�t� Syrian egi::-:e led 
Bas:-:ar ai-f\.ssad. 

5:.. . On 0 9 I 0 4 / 2 0 13, BAS IT co:r:r.t.::-::.cat.eci ·,.; the Ct-iS \712 Faceboci<: 
p.!: i. v �a�~�- e mess<1g ing, 

52. On .Jbcut 09/05/2::::.3, 
J9/C6/13 from 

:::!:e air;: 

York, 

he was 

fl.i. 
�~�J�Y� ( ,_;FK) 

fo:::
L 

da !:owever, 3ASTT die 
t. 

53. on 09/06/2013, BAS:: again ccr:1.:mr.ic;at.ed v.'i:::r. the c;Es via 
�~�·�:�l�c�e�~�o�o�k� private nessaging. BASIT stated he �~�:�a�d� bot.:gr.t. a 
tic:<:et bt:t ciid r.ot trave_ becat:se te co:;ld net. co:;:_ac:: his 
f r i e �~�:� d i r. :' :..: r key . ::e a.::...:::o seated ·-:hat. he co:.:'d not r-:us::e:: 
-::e strengc.!1 Lo leave h's paren:s, but. that he stil: intended 

He ::o:ed -hat 

16 

Case 5:13-cr-00305-BO   Document 1   Filed 11/04/13   Page 17 of 25



:.r:st he had received a ::uL 

or: :'1 s ticket. 

:J9/:1/20l3, Et.r,s IT :he �C�~�·�!�S� 'Jia F'acebcck p::.vate 

r_hat te �~�a�d� · rave ed year 
to te!p his Syrian 

interes·ed �i�~� �~�o�n�e�y�.� 

�h�i�~� and o he �l�e�f�~�.� 

�s�~�a�t�e�d� �:�h�a�~� this had disheartened 
GAS T �s�t�a�~�e�d� he �w�~�u�l�d� �r�e�t�~�r�n� to Syr a if 

he knew the brothers were �t�r�~�e� �b�e�c�a�~�s�e� he didn't �~�n�e�w� �w�h�~� tc 

9/ 2/20l3, 3ll.Slr re-pcs::ed a stc:te:r.er::: a;; r:i::s i:'aceuook 

pa9e vJh:i ch car:'te frc:r. 

st ter:1ent read "Reqa 

another person's �~�a�c�e�b�o�c�K� 

�~� str·ikes in 
page. Tte 
ia: �~�a�b�f�:�a�t� 

a �-�~�u�s�r�a� Senior Sheikh AbL �~�a�r�y�a� said tne one who kill 
::1us.:..ins ir. Yerne:-1, Iraq a:--.c �A�~� �i�s�t�2�.�c�~� �·�t�J�~� not save �t�h�e�~� in 

iCJ." �3�A�S�I�~� tten pos:ec a �s�:�a�:�e�~�e�:�1�t� 

Jt ... On 
B.J:.SIT .:..a::.rcled :c Lave ::s.r., frie::c:is a::d :-1e 

to ki:: :!:e 

reccqnized that these FSA were no: oad people, 
lee :1at:..o:-.al.ist:.c: a:-:d -wo;.;._G �u�l�t�i�~�a�t�e�l�y� :ust 

were 
be 

�c�o�~�.�:�n�-�:�:�r�y� t:he cur �:�:�-�e�~�.�.� pres i der:t. c;:_ y 

ider.tical. 3AS!T �~�e�l�t� there was 

t ::-eplace h .. r:: wi U: 
a �~�e�e�d� to qet rid of 

3ASTr::' 
. . . 

�o�c�~�J�:� �r�c�~�c� 
:ru.ve.: �t�~�)� Syria 

a:-:ci :::.o support .:...: h i 1 a fa j; w :. �t�~� b s .. ;.s:T stated 

( �3�l�~�S�I�T�)� was r:ot too ld �~�:�)� �c�o�~�:�t�e� to 

st:.::.l exercised, and �~�h�a�t� he was st:.l::. gcod phys :.cal 

concnt:.or:. BAST':' stated that �e�v�e�r�y�c�:�-�~�e� sho:J:.d war:t lc c'e a 
:7\artyr Ji::.e he wanted. The aff:.a:1' knows that kl;ilafaf: 's 
the 1aea o: �a�~�:� 1s:.ar:12.c s-·a.te g01lerned by .Sharia 

:a·"·. 

'Is.:.arr.::.c 

57. On CIJ/18/2013, BAS:. posted a �~�:�.�:�-�:�<� �_�r�o�~� anor.her Facebcor: 

�:�~�e�:�:�:�·�_�r�·�(�)�,�C�i�.�S�:�T�.� c:rov·is..:..OLS �t�~�C� av::-l Sy.::a:-: rebels. 0 

;0\liev..·Fd r::e ar'""ic-:.c v1h r:b dr:sc!:·iht?s P!:PS �d�e�:�:�-�~� 
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order �~�o�r� a waiver 
re ation to �s�~�p�p�:�y�i�n�g� �c�~�c�n�i�c�a�l� �w�e�a�p�o�~�s� related ass s-ance to 
::;e .. c:c 

:.:nitec v:h i ch 

�c�o�:�-�:�L�~�r�r�:�1�e�d� that �s�a�r�~�:�:� gas had :::e::en: v oeen ..:sed 
�~�h�e� �A�~�:�A� �~�o�r�b�i�d�s� provi ng �I�~�n�i�t�'�o�n�s� and ther assistance :a 

s tha: support acts �c�.�:�o�w�r�r�.�e�n�~�i�n�q� <:)n th: 

�t �"�~� 

'·· topp_e �P�r�e�s�~�d�e�n� are 
�-�!�.�i�h�a�d�:�s�~�s�.� S exp'. 1t!y l'stea �A�l�-�N�~�s�r�a� ?ron:, 

f �t�~�e� �:�t�a�c�~� �i�t�s�e�J�~�.� :'he attack 
consisted ot a �v�e�n�:�c�~�e� �e�n�t�e�:�~�n�g� c::-:ec 

On 
" . p ]Vate xesscig:ng. 

Uni :ed Ki who were �a�r�r�e�s�:�e�~� fer promoting �:�~�e� kh latah. 

to Aleppo or Raqqah. 
n:m up from "An:epu 

BASIT noted �~�e� needed someone l �p�i�c�~� 

\Which your �A�~�f�i�a�n�:� be:ieves to be 
y-pfere:rce to Gaz--r.antap, Tu1: 

�~�e�a�v�e�:� soG:1 oecc:::.1s c a feeling :hat a globa.- �c�~�a�m�p� down 
slims would he n re-

a:=raid. �B�.�'�\�S�~�'�:�'� sta ::ed :-.e �·�.�-�~�o�;�.�.�;�:�c� :iC'c feel good a::::>oL:t !limselt 

j ihaci beca::se he feels ·hat :--,e .:.s no- �d�o�i�r�~�g� e:: and :he 
�l�u�x�u�~�i�e�s� and corefort �~�e�~�e� �w�o�a�~�e�n� 

C9/ 5 013, ::::onve.:sdt.i.:Jn 
the CHS �c�s�~�n�g� Facebock privaLe �c�e�s�s�a�g�i�~�g�.� In reference tc 
8ASlT' s sta:.cd desi_::-e '"co �:�r�a�?�e�~� :o Svr.:a, -:he C .. �~�S� �p�r�o�v�~�:�i�e�d� 

3l\SIT ',vith :..te cc:--::::ac::: in:·or:r.a:io;·: of i1 rJrotr:f?r v:ho �C�C�~�l�l�d� 
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�i�n�:�c�~�:�:�.�e�d� 

co:;tac::.. The co:-:t2c: - ' 1n:orr:a:.: 
incl: ..... ded a:1 emai.l a:id.ress ar:d a S 

0:1 

'.\:.t;: 

/2 /2013, 

''trusted �n�~�o�:�:�.�h�e�r� 

: " s h ·,;e 11 . 

de a 
�a�c�c�o�u�r�"�t�~� :r: �a�;�_�:�:�~�.�.�:�a�l�i�t�y�,� 

in c,n_:ne 

C . i\ecords f ro:r1 S dlscl:Js �t�~�.�a� �~� acc:ot.: :--: t "Se 

64. 

crea:ed on 3/6/2 �1�~� with �e�~�a�i�:� address �b�a�s�i�:�j�a�v�e�d�@�~�o�t�~�a�i�:�.�c�o�~� 

aadress 

Se les:'l. 
�:�.�m�n�~�g�r�a�t� on .::ile, 
of Se 

9/2;/ 

tf:at �~� s l ved 

�E�L�~�S� :T :.s the t.:ser 

n +- eci 

Qnqa 
chat. 

in Cary, NC:. 

s 

�t�~�a�v�·�e�l�i�n�g� soon tc he 

but he ,...1eeued a fJ---c..-:c tc s::_ y. T::e �(�)�C�~� replied �~�:�j�"�~�a�c� tr.e 
rcu:.:e :ron T·"'y:key :--:as oecc:t:e very diffic;..;::.t bt.:t �~�1�e�r�e� a:-e 

�u�~�e�r� ways go. �B�A�S�~� T rete renced 
still be ope:; �f�r�o�~� :ur 2..:-:to Syria. T!":e OCE inforr:.ed 3ASIT 

s:ated :hat he wanted tc 
''he:;; the lp :_r: any ·w·ay : car:." 

L ve �~�-�s�a�t� �~�c�r�:�,� exp:..aincd r.ha :. 

:-:.:! ;...•as net asscci.at.ed ;dth FSI;. BAS:I rep:ied :hat he knew 
v..·:to the FSA were and t:-:.at tl":ey '.Nere o;.ly ccnce::-r:ed with 
�g�c�~�~�i�n�g� =id of Bas:-:.a= a:-Assad. JASIT stated that he stJod 
�~�o�r� · �~�l�e� khilata.h. The OC st:ar:cd that t:-:.e F'SA ·,..·a"t oe:noc::-acy 
like t:-:e kuffa.:::. �:�~�a�d� 

been condi.tioncci have demGcracy �"�~�.�a�g�L�o�o�t�.�"� 

he an Arah_c t r:n referencing those 
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65. ':'he conversation ccn:::.i.nued and ::.he CCE: as:.zed 31\SI'::" : f he )',ad 

:-:eard o_ .. Iab:--:at �a�l�-�:�\�J�~�s�r�a�:�-�:�.� na7: They were 

3asnar dl-Assad. 
asked fiASl how t.n heip. replied, 

: �i�g�r�~�-

::.haL on his �d�o�c�u�~�e�n�t�s� it was "3asjt �S�h�e�i�~�h�.�"� �T�~�~�c� OC2 stated 

�r�n�~�~�c�i� l ca 1 �t�:�-�e�a�t�r�r�.�e�:�"�'�~�t�,� 

 "�.�v�a�:�~�:�:�.�e�d� be 

f 
sor:te 

there _ ... s 
ce. t':a t 

inside with �a�l�-�~�a�b�h�a�t�,� and warned �n�:�~� that he needed L 

�6�~�c�i� no 

�h�c�~�.�e� and that he wantea 
i 

B!'·.SlT stated :.:l2t �~�:�e� 

f �t�~�;�e� b::::others v.·ho 
be a "green bird." 

t. s:.tting at 
Ycu:- a:fiar:t 

t·i·.:harL't:ad made 
a sta emen:. ::elat.i.ng :r.ar::.yr :o grce:-. b1rcs. EASr:· stated 
that he believed ne �~�-�:�:�:� ob:.aln t:-.e ::-.or:ey to trave ar:d ::hat 

d tc travel wirh n 

6 6 . G �~�:� 0 0 / 2 ·7 I 2 
private :;essaging. 
v.: t 

anyone. 

anx'i .... s t: 

68. �~�J�n� · .. _...,,/ 
I •JL / - f 

aga n �u�s�i�~�~�g� S 

�3�~�T�;�S� IT 

CES :_:s : .. r:g �F�'�a�c�e�b�·�J�O�t�~� 
. . 

co:r.:r.c �~�1�1�c�a� t.ea 

ted that he had :·1ot 

�8�c�n�v�e�~�s�a�t�i�~�n� w th the OCE 

coZ":tacl with a::cther �b�~�c�-�t�'�:�e�r� · . ..:::o t.ra·ve s :Oaci< ar:d forth to 

the C.S. �d�n�~� helps with bringing �~�o�n�e�y�.� 

this �h�:�:�o�~�:�h�c�-�:�:�r� ::::oul:i oring 3ASIT d::u :.hen :tee 1r: place, 3AS:::T 
�w�o�~� .. d receive two t.o fo'-.;r vleeks of ::..rc::.;:ing before cros.sir:g 

Ll:er brothers. The CCI:: st:a::ed tha: BASIT wcnld 
trave_ to �B�e�i�r�~�t�,� �~�e�b�a�n�o�n� and :hen tra n in northern Lebanon 

�B�A�S�I�~� provided his 
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Eor tl-:e OCE :D p2s.s 
t:J;is brother. l3.l1S_T sta:::ed ::,at he "-'as working to 

.. '' ' ys_cai �c�c�~�a�~�:�:�o�~�.� 

69. This �c�o�n�v�e�r�s�a�t�i�o�~�:� �c�o�:�-�:�L�.�~�·�.�.�:�t�:�d� a:-.c. 3ASIT �~�o�:�:�e�d� ::h,;t >e �'�.�.�.�J�O�u�~�o� 

to S ,0 0 �a�~� arriva 

�'�I�'�~�:�e� OCS 

s : a t.. e t1 t h a :: �B�~�;� S I �~� s h:.:; u :; b r :_ n g 

:..oe shoes ana -3 bac ck. 
�w�o�~�k� boots �a�~�d� a �s�l�e�e�p�:�~�q� bag �~�d� he �w�o�~�l�d� buy a back pack. 
�~�~�:�e�v� �a�~�;�r�e�e�d� -:ha:. :hree 
3ASIT ther: expressed �c�a�n�c�e�r�~� �~�h�a�l� he �~�a�y� be �~�o�~�i� 

so 

would use a codeword �~� avoid a trap. The OCt stated that 
was the OCE's role t �f�i�~�d� sen, :rain �t�h�e�~�,� get weapons, and 

3P.S::. _ ;. for logistics, 
ge: t ing supplies a: �~� �g�c�t�t�~�~�q� 

or f r.e ·.-w:.:ld CJC_:E that 
-ely en the �S�y�r�i�a�~�s� t �~�e�v�e� �s�u�p�p�~�i�e�s� because they speak 

::he l ar:q.:age and car; They �d�i�s�c�~�s�s�e�d� ether 

plane ::icket would st S1,2C and �:�-�-�~�e� �t�~�l�<�J�t�.�.�:�1�C�.� �c�:�:�e�c�~� on dates. 

BF.SIT noted �~�~�h�a�t� he ·..:culd try se. l car. 
�a�d�d�~�c�_�o�n�a�l� y sent the CCE a 

�t�h�a�~� I.t \vC)lLd co::: SbS 

3AS:T �s�e�n�~� the OCE a link t 

cg :: hi:nse '!f. 

avoid 
. . 
1.Lg :3 . ..:S.t:-J: �·�~� .. s du1.:· :..·ave .. and .:.ogi.stics of the 

�~�c�i�n� the �b�~�o�t�h�o�r�s�.� 

again 
Nusra 

('.. +: ' ,...; '--on -1 rrr.e,... 

Rl\S �I�'�~�'� p eked a 

·.vould be 

:Jn l 0 / 0 6 n 0 1 3 nd i /07/ 013, 3AS!T �c�a�~�~�~�n�~�c�a�t�e�d� �w�~�t�~� �:�.�.�~�e� CCE 
v (] 

t �~�a� vel bc.:cre �~�~�~�'�.�i� b the •,;c:s f'.ilVing �:�c�O�L�b�~�e� 
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nonf:y. 
:';Oli ::elebra:e 

2. Cn �~� /U /20:.3, 

l I 5/2 13. 

·.,·.:t:h t:,e :::::i 

stP!led :1e �~�:�a�n�t�e�d� -o be cne of' 

s :' A.1.laL 

ar:a �b�a�c�~� �~� 1\t cne �p�o�~�n� :_, BI,SIT again stated 
affiant �k�~�o�w�s� �~�~�a�t� he wanted t 

�7�3�~� On J0/08/2 13, SP .. S! used Skyf)E' �a�~�"�~�'� to engage 1n a verba 
�i�n�~� r:r.ed he 

t:· s li:r.e. :'tey t.'1e:1 

disc:...ssed th.cr �r�~� .. rc;.ys -:c :·u::c :he �h�~�d�.�'�l�~�~�.� �l�l�~� one poir:t, :.'18 

�C�C�~� to_d 3AS:T that BAS:: �~�a�~�e�s� the OCE nervous because BASIT 
t_::::ket 

was goi :1g l 

the no:-.ey. 

h : s a iJ �~� t :t c k e l b u �~� he \"¥'a s :--·1 o : �a�~�)� } e t o g e:. 

CO".Jl8 catch the 

Bl1S I. :respcnded :r:a t :,e f i 7: the sane �'�J�~�a�y� a ':Joe__ t the OCt: 

BASIT stdte;J :...ne OC?': did net ;-,;:ne 
that he was �g�~�i�n�g� to 
:1e co:..:2d s::.ill work 

but if the CCE could wait 
c:: 

::c ... d t.::e :t.: to net be nervous, and 
�~�i�m� �s�o�~�e� cimo to see if he can work 

;.t,. Cr: 1Cl/17/::>Cl1, 3AS:T �c�:�x�:�-�~�T�.�u�n�i�c�a�L�e�d� ;,.;2.th :...he oc::: via S 

ther: 
it 

q.i.ve 

�6�A�S�l�~� s-ated he �:�h�c�~�g�h�:� :ha: he cou:d get :...he ticket 

�t�.�h�a�t�~� �S�O�\�~�n�d�e�d� 
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"y:Ju 

A.:: arne terrn 

�~�~� �w�e�n�~� �o�~� to �s�t�a�~�e� 

t r everyone ar:d �~� s a serious 
= �y�o�~� �a�~�e� scared �a�~�c� �d�c�~�'�t� �~�a� then �~�a�k�e� jihad 

�~�,� r: �o�t�h�e�~�-�- wa s ... �d�a�w�a�~� ... �g�o�~� BASI'::' 

rep l i e:i, serious ... I I r:l no:: scareci. .. :rn �[�s�i�c�~� r.ave 

'It:c OCE asi<ed EASIT, you 
"Po:: U:e 

atf ..... rr:.e:i .,.i.s ::::e:-:t. t 

:a:i< �a�g�a�i�~� in a week. 
�o�b�t�F�L�~�·� a ricke::. ar:c tr.ev agreed t 

The a:f �~�a�:�"�.�t� knc·,;s �t�:�:�a�~�:� cfa:-Ja rr.eans tl:e 
callina cf others to �~� ir: �-�s�l�a�~�.� 

i 5. Cn ll/ 0 l /2 J 13, B!"'.S �c�c�n�f�i�r�~�e�d� with the �C�~�S� via Paceoook chaL 
tha:: he had ascd a t·cket fer :rave: to Lebanon, 

rtinq RDU Airport on 

?.t :he t icke:: 
prov:::.ae:: ide r: t 2. t i c a t i on ar.ci 

�:�:�1�c�~�c�t� �~�c�r� travel air v..·ith a :ir:dl 
�d�e�s�~�i�n�a�:�:�i�o�n� �~�·�h�e� 1 (:.'(j -:_ t ·i nerary 

�i�n�c�:�~�d�e�d� travel to Canada, ::he second _eg included trav on 
to Turkey. He :hen proceeded to �c�h�e�c�~� �:�~� ne �h�~�q� as �l�~�q�g�a�g�e�.� 

Aften..:ards, �~�H�?� 

he went �t�h�r�o�~�g�h� both �~�~�i�t�~�a�l� �a�~�d� secondary �s�c�r�e�e�~�i�~�g� and was 
�g�r�a�n�~�e�d� �p�e�r�~�i�s�s�i�o�n� to go �~�o� tis gate cf departure. However 
al tha: point, he was approached lar..1 e:-: forceme:-: t. and 
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ole 

:::< :J . s . c . § 2 3 3 :j d . 

ial �:�~� t 

�~�e�d�e�r�a�l� �a�u�:�e�a�~� of �:�n�v�e�s�~�i�g�a�t�i�c�n� 

lal ent Jason �M�a�s�:�o�~� as tho �a�f�f�i�a�~�~� �~�a�s� beer: p:aced 
�t�~�L�S� 

.;r:der 
day o: Ncve:;;ber, 

:ted States Magistra-e 
�~�:�!�s�t�e�~�-�n� D s:. ict o �:�\�u�.�:�·�·�:�:�~� �C�a�r�e�~� i.'l(1 

�-�~�\�~�i�l�;�·�:�t�~�.�:�~�g�·�- n, :Jo.::h �C�a�~�o�:�:�~�J� 
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