





























HOSSAIN:

Cs-1:

HOSSAIN:

cs-1:

HOSSAIN:

Cs-1:

HOSSAIN:

C3S-1:

HOSSAIN:

HOSSAIN:

Cs-1:

HOSSAIN:

cs-1:

HOSSAIN:

CsS-1:

HOSSAIN:

Ccs-1:

You don’t drink, right?
No.

You never drank.

No.

That means you never used your credit card
anywhere where there’s drinking.

No.
I want you to, every week. Go to a liquor
store buy a bottle for five dollars or ten

dollars, come back and sell it to some
black people.

Okay.

But use a credit card to do it or a debit

card.
* kK%

Once a month . . . I know this sounds
crazy, but I wanna watch you go inside a
strip club and buy a drink and come back
out.

Okay. I’'11l do that.

[B]ecause you guys are too clean. You
understand what I’'m saying?

Mm hmm.

All of a sudden you wanna go to Bangkok to
party. Three Arab guys together. You see
what I'm saying?

Okay.

Three Muslims, one young guy.

Okay.
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HOSSAIN: Tt doesn’t, look good. I’'m just saying. I
have. to take precautions.

kok K

Cs—1: Precautions just in case because when they
look, when they, they check you at the
immigration, they swipe your passport.

* kK

HOSSAIN: We can’t/be so clean because the kufar are
smart. / They're smart. So we have to be
smarter.

b Based on my training and experience, my
participation in this investigation and others, my conversations
with other law enforcement agents and others, and my review of,
among other things, other communications involving HOSSAIN, I
believe that during this conversation, HOSSAIN suggested that
cs—1 use his credit card to buy alcohol and attend strip clubs
because such conduct would appear inconsistent with the behavior
of individuals committed to a devout lifestyle and intent on
traveling to join a terrorist organization. HOSSAIN asserted
that law enforcement agents may become suspicious if three
observant Muslims and “one young guy” — i.e., CC-1 - travel to
Bangkok “to party,” and suggested that these purchases will help
them evade detection by law enforcement. The conversation
petween HOSSAIN and CS—-1 then continued, in substance and in
part, as follows:

HOSSAIN: No, because I’m telling you, I studied
their system, so I know how they work.
They know, the reason why I never get
checked in the airports as a Muslim is
because I always drank before. I use to
be Bmerican so they never saw anything in
my personality for them to ever think that
I was.

C3-1: And we still have, we should almost have
three months now.

HOSSAIN: Yes, yes.

cs-1: ‘ Yeah.
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HOSSAIN:

HOSSAIN:

C3s ™

HOSSAIN:

BS

HOSSAIN:

Ccs-1:

HOSSAIN:

Cs—-1:

HOSSAIN:

Cs-1:

HOSSATIN:

That’/s why we have to start now.

* kK

[T]he reason why I have this idea in my
head is because in case we don’t make 1t
from Bangkok to Pakistan by plane we're
gonna basically take the land to Pakistan.

Yeahs
We can do it, there’s a way.

We have to because we have to go to
Pakistan.

And we can’t do that unless I get, get you
guys use to having a sinful manner. You
know what I mean? I want you to do, like
T started doing it, look, I started
talking to girls because I want to get use
to showing that you are a kufar.

Ckay. -

And that you’re not a Muslim, all Muslim.
You see what I’m saying? Because, look,
T’m not just telling you, I'm doing this
myself because I'm too clean. You know.
I am too clean right now and I don’t want
that to show up. So I started flirting
and in Thailand, in Bangkok, I'm starting
talking to girls over in Bangkok.

Yeah.

Why, because I need to have evidence.
These things need to, in case they’re
tracking my phone they’ll see these
things. You see what I'm saying?

Yeah.

So I'm flirting, I’'m doing all sorts of
stuff because I need to cover my path.
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HOSSAIN:

CS—-1:

HOSSAIN:

S 1%

HOSSAIN.:

CS—-1:

HOSSAIN:

Cs-1:

HOSSAIN:

How many, how many gonna be like out from
Bangkok to Pakistan to our destination?

Four, five hours.
Five hours only, that’s it, that’s good.

But if we go by land, it takes like weeks.
If we end up doing it. We may end up
doing it in case we don’t get a visa. We
will fly to Bangladesh and from Bagladesh
we go to/India from India to Pakistan.

Okay.

That’s my plan. In case. Like that’s why
the second plan. And the reason why T
need to have a dirty track is because in
case they stop us over there and they look
at our, our record because all the records
they have everything in the whole world is
together.

This is a good plan you came with Bangkok
and another good plan you came with all
the credit card, we go to a bar, we act
like we’re not good, we’re drinking.

It’s a good thing.
Yes.

And when we go to the airports you gotta
know, oh these people have a history of
buying beers, buying liquor, he’s going to
have a good time and come back. He’s not
gonna know we’re going to Pakistan and
going to the Taliban and so that’s good.

Based on my training and experience, my

participation in this investigation and others, my conversations
with other law enforcement agents and others, and my review of,
among other things, other communications involving HOSSAIN, I
pelieve that during this conversation, HOSSAIN was specific
about his intention to leave in “three months,” and that he was
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planning to travel from the\United States to Thailand, and then
from Thailand to Pakistan, either by plane or overland. 1In
particular, HOSSAIN stated that he intended to buy alcchol and
flirt with women in order to mask his plan to travel to Pakistan
in order to join the Taliban.

d. On or about March 26, 2019, HOSSAIN had the
following conversation, |in’supstance and in part, with Cs-1:

Cq= M But 1if we in Bangkok we don’t need to take
pictures with the girls.

HOSSAIN: YefE.

€S We’te gonna just walk to Pakistan and
that’s it.

HOSSAIN: No. We’re not walking to, we’re gonna fly

there but when we’re in Bangkok you’re
gonna leave.

CS—-1: Mm hmm.

HOSSAIN: And they, they suspect you when you’re
leaving. Right? If you have pictures of
you and on your phone in Bangkok, what you
did there. What if they, what if they
want to because they can do that.

Cs-1: Yeah, we’ll do, we’ll do a couple of
pictures.

HOSSAIN: You see what I’'m saying?

, Kk K

HOSSAIN: I have to make sure we leave dirt all over
the place.

cs-1: Okay.

HOSSAIN: Because when they look at us and they want

some sort of evidence I’11 probably have
like one of the girls.

Cs-1: But when we get to Pakistan?
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HOSSAIN: No, no, no. Once we get the other, once
we land where we need to we wipe out all
our phones right away. . . Because we
don’t, we, our dirt is between us.

* kK

CS—1: This is a pact between us and you know and
this is between us.

HOSSAIN: And this is the pact, we take 1t out
before we get to the Taliban.

S Based on my training and experience, my
participation in this investigation and others, my conversations
‘wifh-other law-ehforcement agents and others, and my review of,
among other things, other communications involving HOSSAIN, I
believe that during this conversation, HOSSAIN described his
intention to travel to Pakistan from Thailand, but to “leave
dirt all over the place” in an effort both to conceal the
purpose of his travel and to ensure that law enforcement did not
attempt to interdict HOSSAIN and CS-1 while en route. HOSSAIN
reaffirmed, however, that his true intention was to “get to the
Taliban.”

HOSSAIN Purchases Equipment

11. Based on my participation in this investigation
and my review of, among other things, other communications
involving DELOWAR MOHAMMED HOSSAIN, the defendant, I have
learned that, in preparation for traveling to join the Taliban,
HOSSAIN took steps to ensure that he, CS-1, and others would be
properly equipped to fight in the mountains of Afghanistan. In
part, this entailed being prepared to procure equipment after
arriving in Afghanistan. For example:

a. On or about December 6, 2018, HOSSAIN had
the following conversation, in substance and in part, with CS-1:

HOSSAIN: Whatever the case is, let everyone make
sure they get this one message, save
money.

Cs-1: Okay.

HOSSAIN: The more you have the better.
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CS=1: Yeah.

HOSSAIN: If you could have ten thousand dollars
‘after your ticket is best.

* Kk K

HOSSAIN: Because when you go over there, you gonna
need money to buy weapons too.

ey Yeah.
HOSSAIN: Because nobody’s gonna give you free
weapons.
b Based on my training and experience, my

participation in this investigation and others, my conversations
with other law enforcement agents and others, and my review of,
among other things, other communications involving HOSSAIN, I
believe that, during this conversation, HOSSAIN suggested
traveling with $10,000 each, in order to purchase weapons once
they arrive in Pakistan.

12. 1In addition to planning to procure weapons after
joining the Taliban, DELOWAR MOHAMMED HOSSAIN, the defendant,
also arranged to procure equipment prior to his departure for
Afghanistan. For example, based on my review of messages sent
by HOSSAIN through the Application I have learned that:

a. On or about January 11, 2019, HOSSAIN sent a
photograph of two walkie-talkies offered for sale by an online
retailer (“Retailer-1”). Following the image, HOSSAIN stated

that “[w]e should get 2 orders. This is top of the line item.”

b. On or about March 29, 2019, HOSSAIN sent an
image of an item labeled “Performance Backpack” offered for sale
by Retailer-1l. Following the image, HOSSAIN stated, "“What you
think guys we should get 3 bags light and great for hiking and
camping and easy to move with.”

13. On or about April 6, 2019, DELOWAR MOHAMMED
HOSSAIN, the defendant, had the following conversation, in
substance and in part, with CS-1:

HOSSAIN: Tf they ask you why you have walkie
talkie, what are you gonna say?
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(o#2-By, For us ‘cause we not gonna use the phones,
not working, there.

HOSSAIN: Where?
Cs-1: Where we going. We need, we need.

HOSSAIN: I know but when they ask you. What are
you gonna say? :

O g What are we gonna say? We take it in
case can/t get in contact.

HOSSAIN: Say you are hikers. You like to hike in
the mountains. And the cell phones don’t
work. This is what you gotta say.

cs-1: Alright. Alright. Now we know.
HOSSAIN: You see what I'm saying? Make sure you
' tell them . . . we like to go hiking.

We’ 1l have hiking stuff in our bags, you
know? Like camping.

a. Based on my training and experience, my
participation in this investigation and others, my conversations
with other law enforcement agents and others, and my review of,
among other things, other communications involving HOSSAIN, I
believe that, during this conversation, HOSSAIN was preparing
cS-1 to respond to questions from law enforcement officials
about why HOSSAIN and CS-1 were carrying the type of equipment
HOSSAIN had previously recommended that they purchase in
connection with the planned travel to Afghanistan to join the
Taliban. In particular, HOSSAIN was specific that CS-1 should
make false statements about using the equipment for hiking.

14. Based on my review of business records from
Retailer-1, I have learned that DELOWAR MOHAMMED HOSSAIN, the
defendant, purchased the following items, which, in my training
and experience, are items used for camping:

a. On or about May 16, 2019, HOSSAIN purchased,
from Retailer-1, a sports backpack and a four-person tent.

b. Oon or about June 1, 2019, HOSSAIN purchased,
from Retailer-1, a hiking backpack, three sleeping bags, a
survival kit, four mylar thermal blankets, a two-piece hatchet
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and machete set, two water filters, a solar charger, a portable
battery. pack, and two charging cables for cellular phones.

HOSSAIN’s Arrest While Attempting to Travel to Join the Taliban

15, Based on my participation in this investigation,
my (conversations with other law enforcement officers and others,
and law-enforcement surveillance, I have learned the following,

in substance and in part:

e At approximately 6:30 a.m. on July 26, 2019,
FBI agentstobserved -DELOWAR MOHAMMED HOSSAIN, the defendant,
arrive ‘at JFK« Airport.

o < After arriving at JFK Airport, HOSSAIN
shecked in to board the Flight and passed through security,
after which~the FBI arrested him.

WHEREFORE, I respectfully request that DELOWAR
MOHAMMED HOSSAIN, the defendant, be imprisoned or bailed, as the

case may be.

JOSERH CHESTER
Special Agent
Federal Bureau of Invéstigation

Sworn to before me this
26th day of July, 2019

HONORABLE STEWART D. AARON
UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
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