
UNITED STATES DISTRICT CCURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YOXK 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - x  

UWITED STATES OF AMERICA 

- a g a i n s t  .- 

AREF ELFGEEH, 

Defendan t .  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. ...x 

C r .  MO. - 
f T .  1 8 ,  U.S .C . ,  S S  1~9EO(aj  
2, 371, 982 2nd 3551. - L =#.. sea. ;  T .  21, U.S;C., 
S e 5 3 !  

k t  all t i m e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  I n d i c t n e n t :  

1. The tern " u n l j c e n s e d  money c r a n s m i t t i r - g  b u s i n e s s "  was I 
d e f i n e d  i r ;  Tit.1.e 18, Uni ted  S t a t e s  Code, S e c t i o n  lYGO(bj (1) ( A )  t o  I 
i n c l u d e  any money t r m s m i t t i n g  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  i n t s r s t a t o  o r  i 
f o r e i g n  commerce i n  any manner o r  degree  and t h a t  o p e r a t e d  w i t h o u t  1 

an a p p r o p r i a t e  money t r a n s m i t t i n g  l i c e n s e  i n  a S t a t e  where s u c h  i 
I 

o p e r a t i f i n  was p u r ~ i s h a b l e  as a misdemeanor o r  a  f e l o n y  under S t a t e  

law, whether  cr n o t  t h e  defendar;t knew t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 

r e q u i r e d  t o  be  l i c e n s e d  o r  ?hat t h e  o p e r a ~ i o i ;  was s o  p u n i s h a b l e  

2 .  The t e r m  "money t r h n s m i t t i n g "  was d e f i n e d  i n  T i t l e  

18, Un i t ed  S t a t e s  Code, S e c t i o n  1.9bO(b) ( 2 )  t o  i n c l u d e  r r a n s f e r r i n g  

f i lnds on behalf of t h e  p u b l i c  by any and a l . l  means ir;cl:iding but 



2 

not  l i m i t e d  LO t . r s n s f t ; s  ; . ~ i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  o r  t o  l o c a t i o n s  zbroad 

by w i r e ,  check ,  d r h f t ,  f a c s i m i l e ,  o r  c o u r i e r .  

3 .  P u r s u a n t  t o  N e w  York S t a t e  Ranking Law S e c t i o n  

6 5 0 ( 2 ) ( a ) ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  an  u n l i c e n s e d  money t r a n s m i t t i n g  

b u s i n e s s  was p u n i ~ s h a b l e  a s  a   isd demeanor. PI-,--. ~ , , o a n t  t o  Hew York 

S t a t e  Bal?king L a w  .Section 650!2) ( b )  ( 2 . 1 ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a n  

u n l i c e n s e d  money t r a c s r n i t t i n g  b u s i n e s s  was p u n i s h a b l e  a s  a  f e l o n y  

if t h e  b u s i n e s s  r e c e i v e d  $10,000 o r  more f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n  a  

s i n g l e  t r a n s h c t i o n ,  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  o r  more f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  

30 days  o r  less,  o r  $250,000 f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n  a p e r i o d  of a y e a r  

o r  less.  

COUNT ONE 

4 .  The a l L e g a t i o n s  cont .a ined i n  p a r a g r a p h s  one t h r o u g h  

t h r e e  a r e  r e a l l e g e d  and i n c c r p o r a t e d  a s  i f  f u l l y  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  

p a r a g r a p h .  

5 .  I n  o r  a b o u t  and between November 2601 and J a n u a r y  

2005 ,  b o t h  d a t e s  b e i n g  a p p r o x h a t e  and i n c l u s i v e ,  w i t h i n  t h e  

E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  o f  New York and e l s e v h e r e ,  t h e  de fendan t  AREF 

ELFGEEH, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  d i d  knowingly and i n t e n t i o n a l l y  

c o n s p i r e  t o  condtrct ,  con t ro l . ,  manage, s u p e r v i s e ,  d i r e c t ,  and own 

a l l  o r  p a r t  of a n  u n l i c e n s e d  money t r a n s m i t t i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  i n  

v i o i a t j . o n  o f  T i t l e  1 8 ,  [ Jn i t ed  S t a t e s  Code, S e c t i o n  1 9 6 0 ( a ) .  

6.  I n  f u r t h e r a n c e  of  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  and t o  e f f e c t  i t s  

o b j e c t i v e s ,  w i t h i n  t h e  E a s i f r n  D i s t r i c t  o f  N e w  Yor.? and e l s e w h e r e ,  



i 

the defendant and others cornmi-tted &rid caused to h- cornmi~ted, 

among athers, the following: 

OVERT P.CTS 

(a) 3n o r  ahcut December 12, 2001, the defendant AREF 

ELFGEEH and a co-cons~irator ca?:sed a check in the amol.int of 

$25,000 drawn on a bank account :n the name of Prospect Deli, a 

business located in Brook2~yn, New York, t-, be dcpositeci in a bank 

accounr in name of Jsrnioal French Ice Cr~arn. 

;is) On or nboki- January 1C1, 2002, the 6efenriant APEF 

ELFGEEH and a co-conspirator caused a check in t!?e amoiint of $9,009 

drawn on a bank. account in Erooklyn, New i'ork in the names of Aref 

A. ELFgeeh and P~!aiinoiid E i F y f t h  Lo iic dtpiisi.t.e*:i in a bank icco~mt in 

name of Carnival French Ice Crean. 

7 - (c) On or about January i-, 2002, a co-conspirs.201 

caused a wire transfer in the amount of $10,000 to be made from a 

bank account in Erookl~yn, New York in the name Carnival French Ice 

Cream Supermarket, a business located in Brooklyn, New York, to a 

bank zccount in Thailand. 

(Title 18, United States Code, Sections 371 and 3551 

m. ! 
COUNT TWO 

7. The allegations conrained in pardgraphs one throiiqh 

t h e e  are rcalieged and incorporated as :f f!;lly set forth in this 

paragraph. 
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8. la or about and hetween November 2001 and J5nuar;:; 

2003, both dates being approximate and inclusive, within the 

Eastern Dis~rict of Ne',, York and elsewhere, ehe defendant AREF 

ELFGEEH, together with others, did knnwingly and intentional1.y 

coiiduct, control, manage, supervjser direct, and cy.m all. or part cf 

an unlicensed money transmitting business. 

(Title 18, United St.ates Coda, 1960(a), 2 and 3551 & 

m. ) 

CRIMINAL FORFEI'I'LIRE P.LI,EGI;TION 

9. The allegations contained in paragraphs one through 

ej~ght are realleged and i.nccrporateci as if f ! ~ l . l y  set forth in this 

paragraph. 

10. The United States hereby gives notice to the 

defendant charged in Counts One and Two that, upon his 

conviction of such offenses the government will seek forfeittire in 

accordance with Title 18, United States Code, Section 982, of all 

oroperty lnvolved in each offense in violation of Tit1.e 18, United 

States Code, Section 1960 and all property traceable to such 

property as a result of defendarltf s conviction of Counts One and 

Two of this Indictmen:, including but not limited to, the 

following: 

ail funds on deposit in Astoria Federal Savings bank 
account number 3915143524 in the names of AREF A. ELF'GEEH 
and Mahmood ElFgeeh, Chase Manhattan Bank account number 
094072385865 in the name of Prospect Deli, and JP Morgan 
Chase bank account -umber 094-0617502-65 in the name of 
Carnival French Ice Cream Supermarket. 



ROSLYNN R .  MAUSKOPF 
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1 1 .  If, b y  a n y  ac; 3r omiss ion  o f  t h e  d e f e n d a n t ,  any of 

t h e  p r o p e r t y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  parag raph  10  above,  o r  an:! p o r t i o n  

t h e r e o f ;  

( a )  c a n n o t  be l o c a t e d  upcn t h e  exe rc i . s e  o f  due 

d i1 igenc . e ;  

( b )  h a s  been  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  o r  s o l d  t o  o r  d e p o s i t e d  wi th  a 

t h i r d  p a r t y ;  

(c) h a s  been  p l a c e d  beyond t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  t h e  

C o i i r t ;  .' 

( d )  h a s  been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i m i n i s h e d  i n  v z l u e ;  o r  

( e )  has  been c o m i n g l e d  w i t h  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  which c a n n o t  

be  d i v i d e d  : ,qithout d i f f i c u l t y ;  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  s h a l l  f o r f e i t  

s u b s t i t u t e  p r o p e r r y ,  up t o  t h e  v a l u e  c f  the  p r o p e r t y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  

p a r a g r a p h  10 above, pu r s i i an t  t o  T i t l e  21, U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Code, 

S e c t i o n  8 5 3 ( p ) ,  a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  T i t l e  18,  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Code, 

S e c t i o n  982 (b! . 

( T i t l e  1 8 ,  [ Jn i t ed  S t a t e s  Code, S e c t i o n  982; T i t l e  2 1 ,  

Uni ted  S r a t e s  Code, S e c t i o n  853 . j  

A TRUE R I L L  

U 
FOREEERSON 



7iNiTED STATES DTSTRTCT COLTJ' 
EASTERN DIS'I'XTCT OF NEW YORK 

Related Magistrate Docket Number(~) 

None (X i  

Arrest Dare: 121'2210.3 

Natiirr of offcnse!~): X Feiony 
n isdemeanor 

Related Civil or Criminal Cases - Title and Docket No!s). (Pursimt to Rule 50.3 of the 
i.oca1 E.D.N.Y. Di::isior, "f Bgsiness Rnlesj: 

~ 

P C  I o r :  ircr r l i w  6 w x k s  ( X  ) 
More than 6 weeks ( 1) 

County in which clime was  aIlegedly commit& Kings - 
(Pursuant to Rule SO.l(tl) of theLocai E.D.N.Y. Division of Business Rules) 

Has this indictment been clrdered sealed'? i ) Yes (X) No 

Have arrest warrants been ordered? ( ) Y e s  (X) No 

Is a capital count included in the indictment'? ( ) Y e s  G j N o  

FCOSLY?iN R. MAUSKOPF 
ATES ATTORNEY 

\ / 
By: \/--b--- 

~ a & a  Chen 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
(7183 254-7575 

Rev. 10101i03 


