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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
CASE NUMBER:

v.
UNDER SEAL

MAGISTRATE JUDGE HARJANI

JASON BROWN,
also known as “Abdul Ja'Me”

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

I, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best of my knowledge

and belief.

On or about September 6, 2019, in the Northern District of Illinois, Eastern Division, and
elsewhere, the defendant(s) violated:

Code Section Offense Description

Title 18, United States Code, Sections knowingly attempted to provide material support

2339B and 2 and resources, namely $500, to a foreign terrorist
organization, namely the Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria, knowing that the organization was a
designated foreign terrorist organization, and
that the organization had engaged in and was
engaging in terrorist activity and terrorism;

This criminal complaint is based upon these facts:

X Continued on the attached sheet.

A
NATHAN S. s‘CHERER Special Agent
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

Sworn to before me and signed in my presence. / /
Date: November 13, 2019 /
/[/ C /é]ud%{ §‘S’/nature

City and state: Chicago, Illinois SUNIL R. HARJANI, U.S. Magistrate Judge
Printed name and Title




Case: 1:19-cr-00858 Document #: 1 Filed: 11/13/19 Page 2 of 28 PagelD #:2

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

AFFIDAVIT

I, Nathan S. Scherer, being duly sworn, state as follows:

1. I am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I have
been so employed since approximately 2014. As part of my duties as an FBI Special
Agent, I investigate criminal violations relating to a variety of federal statutes, and
have received training in a variety of areas of criminal investigation, including
material support of foreign terrorist organizations. As a result of my training and
experience, and information provided by other federal agents with applicable
knowledge, I am familiar with the tactics, methods, and techniques used by terrorist
networks and their members.

2. This affidavit 1s submitted in support of a criminal complaint alleging
that on or about September 6, 2019, JASON BROWN, also known as “Abdul Ja’Me,”
knowingly attempted to provide material support and resources, namely $500, to a
foreign terrorist organization, namely the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, knowing
that the organization was a designated foreign terrorist organization, and that the
organization had engaged in and was engaging in terrorist activity and terrorism, in
violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2339B and 2.

3. This affidavit i1s based on, among other things: (a) my personal
knowledge of the facts and circumstances of this investigation described below; (b)

information provided by other law enforcement officers, including oral and written
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reports that I have received from other law enforcement officers; (¢) information
obtained from witnesses, including confidential sources working for the FBI or other
law enforcement agencies; (d) telephone records, including subscriber information,
toll records, pen registers, trap and trace information, and phone location monitoring
information; (e) consensually recorded communications and meetings; (f) the results
of physical surveillance conducted by law enforcement officers; (g) a review of search
warrant results; and (h) my training and experience and the training and experience
of other law enforcement officers involved in this investigation.

4. Because this affidavit is being submitted for the limited purpose of
establishing probable cause in support of a criminal complaint charging BROWN
with providing material support and resources to a foreign terrorist organization, I
have not included each and every fact known to me concerning this investigation. I
have set forth only the facts that I believe are necessary to establish probable cause
to believe that the defendant committed the offense alleged in the complaint.

I. BACKGROUND
A. Summary

5. As described in more detail below, BROWN attempted to provide
material support and resources, namely money and personnel, to ISIS, a designated
foreign terrorist organization. Specifically, on three separate occasions in 2019,
BROWN provided $500 to a confidential source with the intent that the $500 be wired

to an individual BROWN believed was an ISIS soldier engaged in active combat in
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Syria and in need of financial resources, but who was actually an undercover law

enforcement officer.

B. Background on ISIS

6. On or about October 15, 2004, the United States Secretary of State
designated al-Qa’ida in Iraq, then known as Jam’at al Tawhid wa’al-Jihad, as a
Foreign Terrorist Organization under Section 219 of the Immigration and Nationality
Act and as a Specially Designated Global Terrorist under section 1(b) of Executive
Order 13224.

7. On or about May 15, 2014, the Secretary of State amended the
designation of al-Qa’ida in Iraq as a FTO under Section 219 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act and as a Specially Designated Global Terrorist entity under section
1(b) of Executive Order 13224 to add the alias Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(“ISIL”) as its primary name. The Secretary also added the following aliases to the
Foreign Terrorist Organization listing: The Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (“ISIS,”
which is how the FTO will be referenced herein), the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria,
ad-Dawla al-Islamiyya fi al-Iraq wa-sh-Sham, Daesh, Dawla al Islamiya, and Al-
Furquan Establishment for Media Production. On September 21, 2015, the Secretary
added the following aliases to the Foreign Terrorist Organization listing: Islamic
State, ISIL, and ISIS. To date, ISIS remains a designated Foreign Terrorist
Organization. Until his death in October 2019, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi was the leader

of ISIS.
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8. Based on my training and experience, conversations with other
experienced agents, and conversations with FBI linguists fluent in Arabic, I have
learned the following (1) “Dawla” is an Arabic word that literally means state, but in
this context it is a term used by ISIS sympathizers to refer to the Islamic State”; (2)
“dawah” refers to the proselytizing of Islam; (3) “hijrah” is an Arabic word meaning
“migration,” but was commonly used by ISIS to refer to migration to ISIS-controlled
territory for the purpose of joining or supporting ISIS to engage in violent jihad; (4)
“jihad” 1s an Arabic word that literally means striving or struggling, but in the context
of ISIS supporters, is commonly used to refer to a holy war, fight, or struggle against
the enemies of Islam; and (5) “kuffar,” in the context of ISIS supporters, commonly
refers to any non-believer or non-Muslim, including Americans, Jews, Christians,
Hindus, and other non-Muslims.

9. Based on my training and experience, I know that (a) Sunni extremists
and others, who are not citizens or residents of Syria and Iraq, have traveled to Syria
and Iraq to join ISIS, an act they commonly refer to as “hijrah;” (b) since on or about
September 22, 2014, ISIS has advocated for the death of Americans and Europeans,
including civilians, by any means necessary, including beheading, and its leadership
gave blanket approval for this indiscriminate killing by individuals residing in these
countries; (c) ISIS spreads its message of violent jihad using social media platforms,
such as Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, and Paltalk, in order to gain
supporters, recruit fighters, and raise funds; (d) using these social media platforms,

ISIS posts audio and video — including recruitment messages and updates of events
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in Syria and Iraq — to draw support; and (e) online chat rooms controlled by ISIS

sympathizers effectuate this support.

C. Background on the AHK Street Gang

10. Based on my experience and familiarity with the investigation,
including information from confidential sources, undercover law enforcement officers,
and other law enforcement officers specializing in gang investigations, the AHK
street gang 1s based in Bellwood, Illinois, and traffics narcotics throughout the
Chicago area. AHK is comprised of former members of the Black P-Stone, Gangster
Disciples, and Four Corner Hustlers street gangs, many of whom have converted to
Islam. The term “AHK” appears to be an alternate spelling of the Arabic word “akh,”
which means brother. BROWN 1is the leader of the AHK street gang in the
Chicagoland area and requires that all members convert to Islam if they are not
already Muslim. According to the Bellwood Police Department, the AHK members
traffic various narcotics in order to fund the workings of the street gang.

11. Based on my experience and familiarity with the investigation,
including information from confidential sources, undercover law enforcement officers,
and other law enforcement officers, BROWN was radicalized in prison and from

viewing lectures of Shaikh Abdullah Faisal,! among other ways. Using his position

1 Shaikh Abdullah Faisal (also known as Shaikh Faisal and Trevor William Forrest), was
previously convicted in a British court for soliciting murder related to his encouragement of
Muslims to fight and kill “kuffars.” After his conviction and subsequent release from prison,
Faisal continued to encourage violence and terrorist acts in his sermons, including in the pro-
ISIS Paltalk chat room he operated, known as “Authentic Tauheed.” On or about August 25,
2017, a New York state grand jury indictment was unsealed charging Trevor William Forrest,
also known as Shaikh Abdullah Faisal, and Shaikh Faisal, with terrorism-related charges
under New York State law. On or about December 5, 2017, the United States Department of
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as the leader of the AHK street gang, BROWN actively recruits and radicalizes

members and others to support ISIS.

II1. FACTS SUPPORTING PROBABLE CAUSE
A. BROWN Viewed Faisal’s Video Lectures

12.  According to Georgia state court records, in or around June 2016,
BROWN was arrested by state law enforcement in Clayton County, Georgia.
According to the Clayton County Police Department records, following BROWN’s
arrest, a search warrant was obtained for several phones seized from BROWN,
including a phone with phone number (312) 961-1232 (“Subject Phone 227).2

13. The FBI obtained a copy of the information contained on Subject
Phone 22, which I have reviewed. Among other things, the web history for the phone
included over a dozen articles viewed from Faisal’s “Authentic Tauheed” website. For

example, included in the web history for Subject Phone 22 were links to videos on the

“Authentic Tauheed” website with the following titles: “11 RIE: The FIVE PILLARS

the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”) named Faisal a Specially
Designated Global Terrorist, pursuant to Executive Order 13224, based on Faisal’s provision
of support to ISIS. See https://treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/sm0231.aspx.

2

2 Law enforcement further confirmed BROWN as the user of Subject Phone 22 as follows,
among other ways:

a. According to Verizon records, Subject Phone 22 is subscribed to by Individual HP, who
is BROWN’s wife. Subject Phone 22 was the phone number assigned to a cell phone seized
from BROWN in connection with his 2016 arrest in Georgia (see infra paragraph 24).

b. According to Google subscriber records, a Gmail account (“Subject Account 7a”) listed
Subject Phone 22 as the associated phone number. BROWN listed Subject Account 7a on a
credit card application with Capital One, along with his address on Linden Avenue in
Bellwood, Illinois. The same address on Linden Avenue in Bellwood is listed on BROWN’s
Illinois driver’s license. I compared BROWN’s driver’s license photo with an individual I
observed while conducting surveillance of BROWN on multiple occasions and concluded they
are the same person.
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OF TAUBAH By Shaikh Faisal,” which was viewed on Subject Phone 22 on May 19,
2016; and “Note: Manhood in Islam-Shaikh Faisal,” which was viewed on Subject
Phone 22 on each of May 27 and May 28, 2016.

14. BROWN was indicted in Clayton County, Georgia on firearms-related
charges, to which he pled guilty and was sentenced to a term of imprisonment.
BROWN was released on parole on or about June 13, 2018. BROWN’s parole is
scheduled to terminate on or about June 13, 2020.

B. BROWN Recruited AHK Members and Others to Support ISIS

15. Asreferenced above, BROWN is believed to use his position as the leader
of the AHK street gang to actively recruit and radicalize AHK members and others
to support ISIS.

16.  For example, on or about January 15, 2019, CS-2 had a conversation via

phone with AHK street gang member Individual TC in person, which conversation
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