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P rophet Muhammad (peace and bless- 
ings be upon his noble soul) said that 
children are born upon afirnh, a nat- 

u n l  state inclined towards Allah Mosr High, 
that is molded and altered as rhey mature 
inro adults. T d a y i  public educadon system 
is not one which nurtures thar firnh, but 
rather, it deconstrucrs and completely trans- 
figures ic until little of aurchildren's divine 
light ren~ains. 

In farr, public "educarion" is not educa- 
rion ar all, bur a farm of regulated indoctrina- 
tion. The bell rings, students flock m class. 
The bell rings again, studenrs rush out for 
lunch. This, educators will tell you, is prepa- 
ration for the "real world: the world of labor 
and rhe job marker. Schwl is nor a place to 
chink crearively about rhe world, to challenge 
the presenmtion of ~ a r  and history as written 
by imperialist powers, or to initiate a change 
in con~mnnal opinions about Mexico, 
Afghanisnn, Palestine, or any other part of 
the ~ o r l d .  It is nor wisdom, enlightenment, 
or development of the soul thar is taught in 
there insritutions, bur the fastest way ro 
becon~e popular. Young people ate nught  to 
marker rhemselves, reinforcing America's 
consumer-producer rociery (otherwise known 
as "trurh, justice and rhe American way"). 
The only morivation ro learn now is ro sell 
your knowlrdge later 

Free your mind by asking questions, yes - 
but don't ask the wrong kind. Neither reach- 
ers nor smdenrs can grapple with anything 
ourside of the Wesrern paradigm. No one 
quesrions rhar democncy, frcrdom, and the 
Amrrican way are rhe epitome of justice and 
h~unan righrs. No one is concerned that the 
conrtadiccions of America's slave-holding, 

land-owning, racist and sexist founders are 
the soruce of the document every race and 
creed in America is supposed ro hold dear. 
An amendmenr here and there should lx suf- 
ficient to n p p e  everyone, right? 

In an arrempr co spread democracy and a 

non-judgmental system, however, there is 
ultimately no moral guidance offered for the 
sensitivities of a developing adolescent. 
Insread, schwls are producing a frightening 
rage within our youth, testified to by rhe facr 
rhat juveniles are the &test growing segment 
of the prison population. In schwls where the 
mention of God or religion is forbidden, our 
children's natural inclination t o m d s  rhe 
Divinr is deacdvared from an early age. This 
inward s~fiering gaes unnoticed by parents, 
for unlike burns and bruises, broken spirirs 
are nor so easily recognized. 

Muslim children are just as susceptible to 
this rape as children from non-Muslim h i -  
lies ate. They pass through junior high and 
high school not knowrng a single hononble 
characrerisric a b u t  their hismry. They will 
lx sure to reach you a b u r  the schisms and 
the power struggles, bur will you ever learn 
a h u t  the 800 years of Muslim rule in Spain? 
A b u t  rile ~ e f i d  spread of Islam in 
Indonesia, brought about by traders and mer- 
chanrs? About the paerry of those who sim- 
ply and absdutely loved G d ?  

Whereas the vasr majority ofearly Islam's 
scholarship were from rhe working class or 
freed slaves, education t d a y  is a privilege 
reserved for rhe affluent. The less well-to-do 
:!re in a dilemma a b u r  how to achieve char 
affluence, considering they cannor ger worth- 
while jobs without an impressive (and cosrly) 
hisrory of higher learning on rheir resumes. 

They srruggle with the education system's 
great paradox: you musr be rich roger a 

decent education, but you must be educated 
in order to get rich. 

Unlike thc madern schwl system, the 
goal of Islamic education was rndirionally to 
create spirituvlly wholesomr and intellecruol- 
ly sound human beings, capable of disrin- 
guishing whac is ethically and motally true 
from what is nor. The greatest Islamic schol- 
ars were also scholars of math, science, histo- 
ry, asrronomy, and philosophy. They were 
sraresmen, warriors, poets, nlathemaricians, 
doctors, astronomers, and physicists. These 
scholars were diverse in their knowledge and 
slxcialized in a number of fields, bur did not 
separate belief in God and Ultimate Trurh 
from pimuit of worldly interests; for as the 
Prophet (peace Ix upon him) raughr, the 
tnnsienr world is only a passageway to the 
ever-lasting one. 

So whac are our options? Ir's roo easy to 
label the whole system a conspiracy and sir 
on our hands. There are members of om com- 
munity who are sacrificing rime and effort to 
remedy the problem. Although they are nor 
perfect, Islamic schools and home schmliog 
are two promising alternativa. For our chil- 
dren's nke,  there mu% be n move towards 
education as it WE conducted during Islam's 
golden era, when knowledge signified not the 
simple memorization offacts, bur the trans- 
mission ofwisdom from tncher to student. 
In the end, we all recognize rhat knowledge 
is lwwer, but we musr ask o~melves, what 
kind of knowlrdge are we seeking? . 

Jazak~ml Allahu khaynn. 
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