Reverend Jim Lawson: Reverend Lawson is the Pastor Emeritus of the Holeman
Methodist Church, where he held his post for 25 years. Reverend 1,awson was involved
in the Southern Movement for Justice between 1958-1974, where he was a colleague of
Martin Luther King Jr. Reverend Lawson believes that non violence is the only means
to create a better society, and will be teaching a course on non-violence next quarter at
the liniversity of California, Los Angeles.
Edina Lekovic: Edina Lekovic is the managing editor of The Minaret, a Los Angelesbased national Muslim magazine. Ms. Lekovic is a graduate of UCLA (in American
Literature & culture, 1999), where she was the Editor in Chief of The Daily Bruin, the
third largest paper in Los Angeles. She led the staff to win a number of national awards,
including the Society of Professional Journalists Best of the West in college publications.
She is also the recipient of a number of w~itingawards from the Society of Professional
Journalists and the California Intercollegiate Press Association. While at UCLA, Ms.
Lekovic also was the managing editor of Al-Talib (The Student), a nationwide Muslim
student publication. Ms. Lekovic is also one oithe founders of Elev8, an organization
that works to develop youth community leadership rooted in awareness, responsibility
and action. Elev8 has addressed over 1,500 high schooi students throughout Los Angeles
County since September 1 1
Senator Bob Maxgen: Senator Bob Margett is a dedicated public servant with a
history of working to improve our schools, reform HMOs, and protect neighborhoods
from violent crime. He was elected to represent the 29th Senate District in November
2000. Prior to his election to the Senate, hc served in the State Assembly, representing the
59th Assembly District from 1995-2000. Prior to being elected to the Legislature,
Marget< served as both Mayor and C o u n c i i m of the City of Arcadia and as Chairman of
the San Gabriel Basin Water Quality Authority. Combined, the experiences have given
him insight and understanding to thc 29th district which is located in North and East Los
Angeles County md includes the cities of: Arcadia, Bradbury, Charter Oaks, Claremont,
Covina, Diamond Bar, Duarte, Clendora, Indusiry, La Wabra Heights, La Mirada, La
Verne, Monrovia, Rowland Heights, San Dimas, Siena Madre, Vincent, Walnut, West
Covina and portions of Pomona, Temple City and Whinier. Margen and his wife,
Beverly, have been residents of ATcadia, CA for 35 years. They have seven children and
ten grandchildren. Margett attended the University of California, Berkeley, where he
majored in Economics and Business Administration. He is a former business owner,
engineering contractor and is a partner in industrial properties,
S a a d Obeidi: Suhad Obeidi obtained her B.A. at the California State University,
Fullerton in marketing, and her M.B.A. at the California State University, Dominguez
Flills. Prior to joining the Muslim Public Affairs Council, Suhad had a decade long
career in banking. She was a branch manager and a regional trainer at World Savings
Bank. During her career at the bank, she was able to fine tune her skills in leadership,
human resource management, and business development. Suhad uses these skills at
MPAC as the Director of Operations.

