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Orphans 

all pray for riglireousness. We 
wanr the taqiun (God-con- 
sciousnesr), [lie humility, the w 

patience. We serk to follow r h e  example 
of our beloved Proplier (may rhe peace 
and blessings of Allah rhe Mort High be 
upon him) - his honesty, his sinceriry, his 
grace and his generosity. 

Yet i t  seems that instead of growth in 

krgfar (non-believers) ro rake away our 
children and raise them outside the 
domains of Islam? What  could possibly 
be a harsher sentence t o  a child? 

Bur we are roo caught up ensuring our 
own prosperity ro care. We have our own 
families to worry about, our own bills to 
pay, our own children to pu t  through the 
exorbitant university system. We insist on 

tron will we have ro offer' That we drdn'r 
have the rtme, rhe resources or the 
money' And Allah the Mort Htgh has 
blessed so many of us wtrh so much But 
rather rhan ustng these resources ro earn 
HIS pleasure, we squander our effoorrs ro 
obraln rhe wealth of this dunya (this 
~ o r l d )  

If we would only rrallze the magnl- 

Y t  is not Righteousness that you turn your faces to tlze Eat and West; hut piety is the one who 
believes in Allah, the Last Day, the Angels, the Books, the Prophets and gives his wealth, 
in spite of love for it, to the kinsfolk, to the oy?z(ms, and to the poor, and to the wayfarer, 

and to those zc;lzo ask, and to set slaves free, perfornu salat, and pays zakat, and fulfill their 
covenant when they make it, and who are patient in extreme poverty and ailment and at 

the time offighting. Suc7a are the people oftruth and tlze God-fearing." 
- the Holy Qur'an ( 2 :  177) 

grace and generosity, i t  is the insensitivity 
of rhe Un,n,uh (global Muslim communi- 
ty) that is growing. Wi th  over a million 
orphans left uncared for in all corners of 
the globe, we have no excuses. We are 
each respansiblr for fulfilling their needs. 
There is no shadow af  piety to hide 
behind ro explain away our neglect, our 
utter thoughtlessness. 

In nyah (Qur'anic verse) after ayah of 
the Qur'an, Allah the Most High tells us 
n o r t o  treat rhe orphan with harshness. 
True, most of us do not spend our days 
beating children, so we're safe ... right? 
Then what is it called when we cornplere- 
ly ignore helpless children, denying rhem 
of proper medicarion, food, education, 
clothing and, masr importantly, family? 
What are we doing when we allow the 

putting our own needs first, however 
superficial they may be in respect to the 
basic needs of a homcless child. 

Our beloved Prophet (pbuh) didn't 
chink rhar way. H e  would ~~nwaveringly 
pu t  the security of others above his own 
needs, especially children. I fwe  truly love 
the Prophet (pboh) and if we sincerely 
strive co follow his fwauh (Prophetic 
example), how is ir rhar we ler the plighr 
of our orpbans, our children, obtain such 
a n  exaggerated level? 

Yes, we can distance ourselves from the 
orphans, label apathy as one of the many 
problems of the Ummah and throw up 
our hands. Ir may be all we need to con- 
vince ourselves in this life - but an the 
Day of Judgemehr, as we stand before our 
Lord (may He  be glorified) what erplana- 

rude of the reward for caring for these 
children, surely we would not hesirate ro 
sacrifice our worldly luxuries. Even sacri- 
ficing a lirtle ~ o u l d  give us somrrhing to 
answer to our Lord the Mosr High on the 
Day. Imagine rhat one token of compas- 
sion to a lonely child could tip our scaies 
into paradise. What  a deal for such a 

snlall price. 
Commit yourself to helping one child, 

take care af his needs, show him the beau- 
ty of this Dirr (Islamic way of life), and 
insha' Allah He, the Most Magnificent, 
will bless your sinceriry with a place by 
His  Servant (pbuh) on the Day. 
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IS.I.ANI3LIL. Xir l iay (A t i g .  2 0 )  - Morc i n r rnsc  si irnmer l i e ; ~ ~  i o i i i ~ l  spread i i is-  m;~l;rshift r rnrs.  horn u n b r ~ r i r c i  cailavcrs "ncgl ig ih le,"  

tlr;iti I i .00(1 hoJ ics  Iiavi. i l i i i s  i i r  been r;tscb ;w<I clrxve r l ~ c  tlcztrl, r o l l  cvcn h$gl>-  'I'ilr s i e n c l ~  o i i i ccay  jicr\,;iilcif l la r -  saylng resources wrre b i r r e r  spent oti 

recovort.~l irom r l ic  r ~ i h b i ~  c i ~ i ~ ~ e c l  by i t  cir.  cenrii romns ,,r;ir t he  .li,akc's rl l icerircr j imv r i l i ng  ~ p ~ m a h l c  to i lets iinri clei ln 

poweiiiii r i i s t l ~ ~ u a k e  ii,;ir srr i rc l i  no r t l i -  r c  , I  I , ,  v 1 N/ICI.L. S C W ~ I ~ C  l ~ t i e s  ivcre sm;ished :and warcr  nil monzrar ing  for ourl>rcaks. . 
I ivcsccrn '?\iikr:y on Ai ig i i s r  17. 'ii‘iac f r i im cr i in i l i le i l  b i i i l d i ngs  rhr re  clays r l cc r i i c i r y  ;$nil w;itur was i i i t  'Thinisi~nds 

enrrliclnxlic iv;is cciitureil i s ,  r l iu  i z i i l i i t i i -  j I I .  I i s  I s  oi ixopIe, nxtny tvii!i alien i\roui!iIs, ivrri -A/-'r/iiiii 1s a s h i i ~ g  a u r  rradcrs t o  gener- 

I r i t ,  r 9 7 I s s t  s r r v  k - kiis:cil r n  l i ve  on i he  streets. ously d~>i,are i\lnils r o  the v ict t rns al ' t l rc 

(iii i- iw l i i )  r;ici (~i isrnnb i i l ,  i~,c;isuring $1 7.<) t l ~ take  1939 t l i :~r  kc1lec.l 33,LiOO "Therc are w i l d  l>rr,hlems w t t h  nrga- T111.1cry r.nrrhq,iakc. N;ig All;ilr reward 

7:i oil i l i c  iiii-liiri sc :~ l r .  Ove r  .ii),OllO !pecq?Ic. iiriairon,~~ s ; i , ~  N ~ , ~ ~ ~  E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Keskzri, yiir~ ioi. your  ci ir lrrs. P1c;ise sold nioirey 

lprcydc IIJW I>vcn t rvr<~r~ecl  ~ t t ~ ~ t r r c l  iand Scrg ic  l'iiizzi, .xi, oSiirt.ii \\.irl-i !lie L l N  1 1  I i s s  i s  I '  I to  its, ;ii,d we w i l l  i~ ,s ln l 'A/ / '~ /~ (God-w i l l -  

t jvcr  c > ~ ~ ~ )  OO!I I ~ I L  I,~,,,,vIcss. ( .II'~,cc: i't,r ~;C~,~~~I,,,~,~,~,,, <,I' ,,,C,I,C,,I LC, ,~"S  i h ~ i  !,c~,,,, I ,CC~, I I~ LEI? ,rig) SCL- r l i i i r  i r  r c i l ~ l ~ c s  the v ic i rms.  

I ' I ,~~ r i i . i i i i i i  c l i ~ ~ i i l i  III? i-!ly i i r i o r r  i lirin;ii,ir,iii:i~, Ail;iiis liiiscd i i i  i ;eilrvd. I S T  l s i i r r s ,  a n  i s -  Ji lraLun, l\ll:iIi\i l i l lnyral l .  
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!~ l - i i t ; .  nii.t,Ih ~l,,.#i l i , i i i i i .~ Slniir i ly ; i i icr .  2 i n . i i i v  . is  4i.O(iO yc<iplc ~vi-irv s i i i l  iiii;,i- ''TII<:~K ,~r<! L I V ~ ~ I ~  lpcc>pl<,, ; tn~rv ;~ ls  i ~ t x i  

I 3 : ! I  I ' I !  , ! I I .  i i .! i i i l i .t l I.,, iixiil iiiiilcs ilir i!cl>iir." iaicl i l i ~ . ~ l ~ h  -P/c,,Jv , P J , ~  0 <./w'L ( ~ r  ,U(J,ICJ ,,rde!, 10:  

,,I,, , o d  . i.,,t,l< ,>I ~ I t t c I , .  !>l,vl: ,:r~n,d<c, hlrclii ; iiiiiiiiiiiiiiil iri;< iii. ~ v o r l ~ v r s  h i i t ~ ~ s r r ?  O~I'IC~~;II l l ~ l ' a r  I<osr. ":\XI v p -  A\-7;i l i l i  N c ~ i r i m n ~ i i z ~ n e  

~. , I i ; . i  , , i , :n : , i r i  i.: iiri.Ii~:iiiiiip ;iirii;ii i ;against t s ~ ~ l i i ~ i i i  ;tiid warneii r r i l ie ; i l i l i  i l c i l r i i  i - i t i i l t l  o i c i i i  ;is t i t ry  dc:i‘~v. 1,iii WI'~. 'FLLII<c~ l ' ~ ~ r r l ~ ~ l , ~ ~ t k c  Rel ies 

I, :,,,;,! , ! , . , I  I,:,., irsclis lor i l~r  ,n i i l t i i t i i ie  r l l q i i a ! i t .  r i i t i i n s  ;ire t;ikiili: lnciessar). rncasi ircs " I IS  l < ~ r c I d , ~ f r  I-l~ll 

I : : I I I ,  i I ivli,, ;ire i i owc I r< i  iii jp;,rks or al i i i ip si!ad- TIIC \Va>rl~! l l r ~ ~ l t l ~  <Ir,:. i#~t~aiik>r~ 161 308 Wr.srwonil Pl;iza 

.,, t t :  I ~ u , , i  !,,!I< n~ c g 3 ~ , l ~ l c , l  kvitl, t l w  r i< lcs iii i l i c  srvv!  t i i i i ,g  !ii.;,t r,ntli.r <;t:,~c\,,t, l ~ ~ ~ \ ~ , c v ~ r ,  c.,,llcd rl!r l h v ; ~ l r l ~  rt\ l< Li,c Ai~sc!es ,  C A  !lOOLd 

~. . . . .......................................... ~ _ 
I * Philippine Government to Start Peace Talks * ~Newsbrie I with Muslims 

~ ~~~ ~ ~ 

Rallies to Pratest Counter-Terrorism Bill in * ANIL.A, rAug ?i - The I ~ ~ ~ i l ~ p ~ , ~ ~ , ~  ~;nvrinri,e~ii anii r i ic 

San Francisco, Los Angeles Mh, r,tc Islamic l.ii>ei;iriot, 1:ront (hIII.P), a Mi is i in l  icviv;iiisr 

vo sc,?iir;lrr protests were held in San Francisco and 1.0s grriiq,, ;~L-P ro ltuld ii,rni:>l 17c;icr rnlks nL.xt miini l i ,  l ' l i i i i j ipi i ir 

A n ~ c l e s  LO protcsr rl,e Co l in tc r - l l r ro r ism H i l l .  i r ! Dcl'ense Scrrrtrtrg 0rl;inclo Mcrc;lilo s;i~tl. 

'I?,c !,ill has bcrn usrrl by t h r  US.  Governrnenr t o  r l r r ; i~n blrrrado said both sides arc srill linaluinj: ilctails ciI 'r l>i 

Mus l ims end irrczc ilssrrr oi tlrusr i t  dcems ;ls "rcrrol-isrs." 

the Satr Francisco Civ ic  Center, and aboiir 140  srrenrled rhe 

The government, however, is reiucrant rcr concede rhar n 

'nlr govrrnrnrnr ;asserrs that idcnrifying thr camps musr be 

Wnshingron 1).C.'s Lafaycrtc Park at rhe end o f S e p t v m h  

: * Shavkh 'Umar 'Abd al-Hahman * 
Tortured in Prison Cell 

CI-IESTER, Minnesot:l - C N N  1nrcr:rcrivc con- 

rmrd on August LO, i')')'l rllnr Sh;iykh 'Umar 
I ;ti-Rnllman w;u nacrackcd by n prison ollicer and 

Til-rril conrusions. The attack occurrcd whi le rl lc 

haykli w n s  usxng rh r  prison roilec. As ;I res~rlr ofcl>e 
tr;,rk, lrc i d 1  down and then seems i o  have bren 

Sh;lykh 'Ulner is the spirirual guide of the 

am:i;ih al-lslmriyyith in Egypt. T h e  depth and sup- 
porr o f  chis movement is witnessed by  rhe fact that 

70,000 associates o f  the group arc now in Egyprian 

clicramr Mubarak's prisons. 

In 1916, Shaykh 'Umar was falsely accused a i  
being a conspiraror in the W o r l d  Trade Center 

bombing, and war sentenced to life in prison. Before 

his sentence, Shaykh 'Umar col'l tile judge, "This 

sr is nori l ing bur  ;I" extension of che American war 

September I999 
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