


Jihad in America 
maintaining dn Islamic identity in as ibn-Islamic erzuiron~nent 
"And those who strive in Our (Cause), - V"de will 

certainly g~lide thern to our paths: 
For verily Allah is with those who do right.'' 

-Swat ;?I-'Ankabut, verse 69 

Ilih has given Mu~$linrs thc precious 

ili o f  rhe D i n  ~/-FIzz~i / ,  ttie religion of 

nitii. I t  is the way o f  l i ie o f  oitr 

ixloved Pmphrr  Mtdiaminad, t r i c e  artd blm- 
ings Lw iqx,ti him, as wel l  as the way o f  lik of 

all rhe Prophers t l ~ ~ t  m e  Lxfore hiin (may 

Allah's p a c e  srtd blessings ik. upon all o f  

riieili). As Muslirns today it is otsr mlxinsibi l i -  

ty rn carry {in the 'izuii, (dignity) oi'tltis grerir 

rrliyiot, by condocring otirwlves in tlie manner 

w l u c l ~  A l l a l ~  I ~ i s  p r c s t ~ i l x ~ l  hr cis, \Yll>~lr wc 

,v,ll t,<,t l w  ~,l>Ic! t<, <I<> th,s as ~ x t i c ~ t l y  t l i ~  

Pn)pltct M~ i l i an~ r r i : ~d  (pbi i l i i  cliil: rl,is i s  ir,t a 

n<ti<>n to I<%? I>O/T. 
'1'11~ tmrrc t i ~ t  rIv'~t A l k ~ h  1 ~ ~ s  given {IS ISI:UI, 

> c  r<.',sf!,, <:,,<l~,~l, I<> GlrW <>,I d,,s res&x>,,siL>,lity 
WICII :!I1 <x?r ix~tt iys. l<I:zn~! sI!oi~ld lxa t lw  n~t,;s- 

twini; i ~ i<k ,  thc sttcrciice jwiot  ibr all our 
:ici imir \Wc sltnulri nor sccjr iiiitsiilt: our iiiiniir 

iwit l~ntit Stnr i c~ rne~ r - i l ~ r i ng  iahy i t  is tli;ii wr 

 in^ goi i ig ti) wt>ik; iii- schiu?! \Y!c s l in i i i~ l  tioi 

(781 ii.iiiii,iii lint i ~ i i ~ r . ~ n l r . i i n ~ c  ii.l,o jrr~,vidcil 

i : ~  ( I S .  \ ? a ,  s l ~ c ~ t ~ l < l  tnot slc+:l> ~ v ~ r l ~ o ~ ~ t  first 

i i l . i i t i t : i i l i  1sl.iin. 'i'his 
!,,,#!I:'. ! I , .%, ,  ,,.,.r, di#k.s tIt, i  r,cc,,r S,II~,I~ l,;,tiIc.. 

r . f l a l : ,  1 i!i:,ii i;ii,cs. thii la,rilr is iiiifii f r i i ~  

1'>~1\i%; I~,IS~:II! I H X V  \VIIIIVII, 

h l : v ~ l ~ a ~ : , ;  ~ ~ ~ w ~ r y ~ v l ~ c r ~  arc s ~ r ~ ~ g g l i n g  tc, 

ril:!ii,t.iiii :it, l i i,imic i i l t ~ i i r l ~y .  i io t  t l i ~ s  srrui:glr. 

IS !':ti tii:il;ir!y S1rn.c iiir r lxac l iv i t ig i n  uiiit- 

r4i isl i in cl,viroiiments, such i1S here in the 

i l i i i rer l  %rates. This l l i t r  id-M;iqil is all-encom- 

jyassiii>:, ycr wc lh;lve lixii~il it r*, e ; ~ y  tn mcri- 

lice tin1rin:nrt r lcmcnts o four  Din to comply 

with iuid act ncc~,rdtng to o ~ u  surroundil~gs - 
no matrrr  how  un-Islamic they may be. H o w  

inany times lhave we been at sc l iw l  or at work 

to have our car; sieged b y  l ~mh p r o h i i t y  in 

thr sp' lc l i  ~d those around in? Upon hearing 

milgar l;uigi~~ge, the ear o f  the Mus l im  should 

our Isiir">ic actions, neglecting ro  tell pmpie 

the c a l  r imon  we act "diEerently?" -as when 

making the ri111<iri'(mandatoly ablution befbre 

pixyet), ir nfieing to  sluke lwnds with the 

opposin gender. lJnhmnnrcly,  chis neglet-t is 

common in our evrlyday mutine. Fiow m m y  

I\fcislims <lo you kx,w who niark tticir isnuti- 
fit1 Murliin nume, instmd opting to g c  by a 

\Vcstern orre? Suri i  is riot the practice o f  tile 

h l i s l i m .  ' n ~ c  hfi isl i i i i  ne t~ ls  to n k c  tlie 

utrnr,st l i r i i i r  in lhis [>in, ;inil n t w r  ix ashmtcil 

o f  1\,1,at 1s r ight, 

i~!i,k~minareiy, wc ,ire at a stage mlicrc ~e 

Iiirvc bec<irnc. iIesec.ir\itiznl ni acts whici i  y o  

;!gaiiist c h i  verv lxisic lxiir6 olislam. 711ts is;i 

v r l y  dangeroiis rrcnrt. W'r. can i~evc t  forget the 

st~?igj;Jc. We shc>rrIil nevcr carrilicr thr y e -  

c-iiiia gifts tiiiit Allsh lias giver) r s  sirnply t o  

pirase lx~>pl~, or t o  niake re irrorc i ~ccup r~ i l  in 

1Iw (i,,>,,<, (tihis W<,~I<I?. If,,,,-Is1~"nic p~,#-tices 

ir-cur an~urii) 14, XYLI . s l~~ i~$ i i  I I ~ C ~  !)c SITXR t o  

s \ ~ ~ t k  UII~. c,vf.11 if our ~ t o ~ i - b i ~ i s l i ~ s ~  envimt~- 

mcnt iIii:t;ati-, i i r h c r w i ~ .  l i m e  find i,iirselvrs in 

a girtlicriiig where :rimiiol is being x.meil, xve 

i l l i i u i l c l  inor simply lcacc, but wt, shoul~l  let 

inxipie khiilrv wliy it is that we arr lcming. If 
snnic~inr i m s  prciiiu~ity around us. we shoulil 

gcr~ t iy  crs>p r i ten~. aixi explaiti rvhy lslanl con- 

denins s i i i l l  h l~avzoc 

\XI? m;rv iinr fiair, in>atiy frienils in this non- 

h,ri isI~r~t l i i r~d  ly nkztig sr,~~iccs s~ ic l i  :n SL;I>- 

jyxnr>p hlmwr K.iv;il<cv in 1ir.r ~rri!j:,~ie ri i  itrc<t.ii- 

the l)i,',h (I~tmIsmtO (or Oe~,oi t t~, :~~~~: r11c ls t ;~c l~  

<xcI,,>;,t,C!,, <~s1?,l~sl,lIc, b!lt 11,js ts .."I," \<,CS 

tntwl to <<>,,t,,,L,<. srnxggl,,,,x. \Vh?f, \vc- l,e;,r 

S~)II>C<I~C idbr  to t lw  grc-'it ;)I:~,,~!?I<~(~<?II?L*IIF 
who s t ~ n g g l c ~  iii A i l nh i  c;ii,sc) 0riln;i  biii 
laden ns :i "rc.rrorist,'~ w - i  should i lcirr id oiir 

bmrlrer anil r ck r  t o  I i im  ns ;I frrixloiii iightrr; 

x,meonc wl io lhas his;ken w t d r h  iinil 1xwer 

to fighr i n  A l la i t i  cnuisc xiial s je i k  our q:ninst 

oplxew'rs. Wi r&e rhea  stances only to p l a w  

Allah. 

It is i m ~ m m n t  th;it we consnntly take ttic 

l s lan ic  k x r s p ~ i v e  w i rh  the utmost pride and 

dignity W e  new1 to  h so cenain in our beliefs 

that our tone is convincing enotigh to cliange 

feel p;ii~r zind anger. H o w  nn the ear of a the h m s  o f t he  m m r  stringent ofrlre in- 

Beiiwer Lmome i~ccusromlrl t o  hearing such Relievers. Act ing ;rs a Mtslim to  the fidlest in 

rhitil:srtiiat >re u n p l r ~ s i n g  to  the Crmtor? H o w  evety sinlation is i n  irself;~ form ofih'rririh 
nlntty tinrcr lmve we had to  i ~ r renc r  w i rh  pm (inlriration t o  Islanj, a position we slroi~ld dl 
ple ,vlr,w clorlr ing d ixs  not pm ix r l y  cover oikr adv,u~rage o f  Al l& has put is here, i n  a 

r l i c ~ n i  0111. cycs shcnld !lor lx :ible t o  ha id le  non-Muslim rnviiotimcnr, l o r n  rt,asnn. When  

sexin,; ii,i~ifis A1l;dr 11a~ tnadc E~rbiclclon, Flow it is t ime fix prayer, we rla~izlr1 not delay ir - 
many t imi5 li;ts.e. we b e 1 1  ;Izliamerj roexpli l in i iot h r  ;i secoiitl, cvcri i fwe h;,ppen ro i r  in  

public. And, \r,liile we arc praying, i t  is oiu 

j i&iii(striving iii the way o f  Allah) to  niake 

sure plmsing Allah is our sole intention. And 
why not occasionally don tlre huj (rtnditional 

c;ip for males) ;uiii other r n d i r i o ~ u l  Minlim 

clothing? We sliould exprcrs our Islamic idcn- 

t i ty  in zany way we ciu~.  The g d  is not t o  

f la i~ir t  our Islam, but to train ouneives to be 
pmti i l  o f a i u  IJ in nor only in the comibn of 

the m;lrjid, bu t  ill dl setrings. We  ;ire the r e p  

re!sc.nrativrs o f  1sl;m i n  this country: a i d  we 

nimi rn mlo our best to show prople arounil us 

the i m u r y  o four  Din. Tlrrreli,re, i r  is impor- 
tant char we act not accordirrg t o  rhe wi~terrri- 

ilowrr, wrnrierh-ceixiuy version of Isliun in 

ilx West; but to the Islarli rtwr  us revedcci 

by  hiliil~ ;uxi nt ig l i r  by  the Pmplier 

M u l ~ m i m ~ a l  (phuh) - tlte Islorn p o p l e  talk 
prtrle in, and didn't sicrifice any ~ x u t  01: 

This is o u  jihad. It is otdy the "lesser 

jihd," to  mgagr  in ~ a r 6 r n  iii order to ntaG 
iish the [)in. The "graiter j i lml"  is spir in~al  

w i r e  againsr the lower se l i (d~e r i ih j ,  l l i i s  

was excrnplified by the Prophet ()rbuli) in a 

!v,<fith (saying iiil'irrphet Mdimmd, phuh) 
\vhc:ti lic s;iirl iijx,n tvrtrrning iron? battle, "We 

I iwc  i r t~ i r t led  froni the lesser jihad to the 

g m t e r  jiha<i." I lo t l i  riicse krrnis of jilinil we 
rclcvarir to Musl ims i<r;lay. As oiir lxoplc and 

riiir may ai'lif; are ixinfi attnclitrl ~n cvcry /put  

ol tlic R / ~ ~ l x  (I<OFOV,I. Pal~sr i~ic,  Kiisiii~ii): 

Alj ier~n, itiriiincsia, alrd so o n )  mc must prclnre 

Ibr oiii turn to fight s i i  rhc came oCAll;di by 
c i l r ~ i . r r i ~ t ~  riiirsclves ;ibotir rliis lesser j~l ind. 

Ai id cvcn now, i ~ 5  Msslims living in this 

io,.isi;imii lnncl, wc niiisr acrlurly engage in 

riic gwwr ,(IIZKI by mninmrnlng oilr Muslin, 

~ i l c i i c i r i  chat is l iving Is l~u i i  wi l l i<xl t  comprn- 

inisli;,:; PIS iniruyrly. W i vo i l d  dl lih ro 

<-li;i~tgc tlie nnild; to bniiy lustice ro  it s e m -  

ingly unjust world. L r r  ,a Legin by  cllanging 

oiuv'lr~tr; by molrlirig our clr;mctcr ir i to tint 

which wo~xld please A l l d ~  and H i s  Messenger 

(pbuh). h lay Allah give is the stre~igth and tl ie 

coimge to  sl,rixi tlte true m y  o f  life, aid may 

I-le nor ever, b r  ariy m n ,  let us sacrifice any 
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low it. May H e  instill us w i t h  the spirir o f  

jiliarl in dl its forms, allow us t o  uphold the 

' ~zw l r  ~ i l ~ l ~ m ,  bind make our wuy of life victu- 

r io ie in evely lamd in which H i s  nane  is 

pmise<i. Amin. ' 
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