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maintaining an Islamic identiiy in an un-Islamic envivonment

“And those who strive in Our (Cause), - We will
certainly guide them to our paths:
For verily Allah is with those who do right.”

-Surat al-‘Ankabut, verse 69

llah has gaven Muslims the precious

it of ehe Din al-Hegg, che religion of
&. Shrroch, It s the way of Tife of our
beloved Prophet Muhammad, peace and bless-
ings be upon him, as well as the way of life of
all the Prophets that came before him (may
Allabh’s peace and blessings be upon all of
themn). As Muslims today, it is our responsibili-
ty to carry on the Yrzed (dignity) of this great
religion by conducting ourselves in the manner
which Allah has preseribed for us, While we
will not be able to do this as perfectly as the
Propher Mubammaed (phub} did; this s nota
reasan o fose hope.

The mere face that Allah has given us Islan
» eeason enoteh o carry on chis responsibilicy
with all onr beings. Istam shoudd be the men-
suring stick, the reference poiny tor all our
actions, We should not step ourside our homes
withour firse remembering why i is thar we
are poing o work, or schonl We should not
eat withour first rememberning who provided
for us. W

otk not sleep without first
reflecting upon who gave us 1, and who can
take w away 10w heartheat,

Istarn has vever been about complacency or
ease, Sance the pmw of Propher Mohapyunad

il Islarn Das abways been delined by

s strving. Grear men and

sprhings

wiwnet fong

she and coneinug o fighe miny

Darrles o esyablish and mantn slan, This
Barrbe, howerver, does not ocour sodely on battle.
fiedds. Uilren eimes, this barde is most fero-
csonasly foagshe rom wiehing

Mustims everywhete are stuggling w
maintan an Ishrme sdentiry, but this struggle
i particularly Gerce for those ving n non-
Mushien environments, such as here in the
Usnited Seates. This Din al-Hagg is all-encom-
passing, yer we have found it so easy to sacri-
fice important elements of our Din to comply
with aned act according w our surroundings -
no matter how un-lslamic they may be. How
many times have we been at school or at work
to have our eors sieged by harsh profanity in
the speech of those around us? Upon hearing
vulgar language, the ear of the Muslim should
feel pain and anger. How can the ear of a
Believer become accustomed to hearing such
things that are unpleasing to the Creator? How
many times have we had to interact with peo-
ple whese clothing does not properly cover
them? Our eyes should nor be able to handle
seeinyg things Allah has made forbidden. How

many times bave we been ashamed to explain

Rabi‘ al-Thani 1420

our Islamic actions, neglecting to 1ell people
the real reason we act “differently?” — as when
makang the wiely' (mandatory ablution before
prayer), of refusing to shake hands with the
opposite gender, Unforrunately, dhis neglect is
common in our everyday rontine. How many
Muslims do vou know who mask their beaut-
ful Mustim name, instead opting to go by a
Western one? Such 1s not the practice of the
Mustim. The Muslim needs w take the
urmost pride in his Din, and never be ashamed
of what s righe,

Unfortunately, we are at a stagre where we
have become desensitized to acts which go
againse che very basic bebiefs of Islam, This isa
very dangerous mend, We can never forget the
seruggle. We shoold never sacrifice the pre-
cious pifes thae Allah has given us simply ro
please people, or to make us more accented m
chie drryer (this world), If unedslamic practices
coeur arcund us, we should pever hesiate o
spenk cug, even if our non-Musiim environ-
ment dictaces otherwise. If we find ourselves in
a gathering where alcohiol is being served, we
should nor simply leave, but we should fet
people know why ic s that we are eaving. If
someone uses profanity around us, we should
gently stop them, and explan why Islam con-
dernns such behavior,

We may nor gain many friends in this non-
Muslim fand by sy stances such as sup-
pocting Merve Kavaket in her serogple o wear
the bifah (headsearf) or denouncing the Ismels
cccupation of Palestine, but this 5 why we
need to continue strugghng, When we hear
sorneone roler wo the preat A :{;&abirf (zomenne
who strugptes in Allah’s cause) Osama bin
Laden as a “rerrogist,” we should defend our
brother and refer to him as a freedam fighrer;
someone who has forsaken wealth and power
to fight in Allab's cause and speak out against
oppressors. We take these stances only o please
Allah.

It 35 impottant that we constantly take the
Islamic perspecrive with the utrost pride and
dignity. We need to be so certain in our beliefs
that our tone s convincing enough  change
the heares of the most stringene of the un-
Behievers, Acting as o Muslim to the fullest in
every sicuation i in isell a form of de‘uwab
(ipvieation to Islam), a position we should all
take advancage of. Allah has put us here, ina
non-Muslim enwvironment, for a reason. When
it is ume for prayer, we should not delay it —
not for a second, even if we happen o be n

public. And, while we are praying, it i our
Jibad {striving in the way of Allah) to make
suse pleasing Allzh i our sole intention. And
why nat occasionally don the Af (tradicional
cap for males) and other taditional Muslim
clothing? We should express our Islamic iden-
tity 1n any way we can. The geal is not to
flaunt our Islam, burt to train curselves to be
proud of cur Din not only in the comfore of
the masiid, but in all sectings. We are the rep-
resenratives of Islam 1t this country; and we
need o do our best to show people around us
the beauty of our Din. Fherefore, it is impor-
eant that we act not according to the watered-
down, rwentieth-century verston of Islun in
the West, bur o the Islarn char was revealed
by Allah and mught by the Prophet
Mubiammad {pbuh) - the Islam people ook
pride in, and didn't sacrifice any pare of.

This is cur jihad. It is only the "lesser
jihad,” to engage in warfare in order to estab-
lish the Din. The “greater jihad” is spiricual
warfare againse the Jower self {the /). This
was, exemplified by the Prophet (pbuh) ina
hadith saying of Prophet Mubammad, pbuh}
when he said upon recurning from battde, "We
have returned from the lesser jihad o the
greater jthad.” Botls these forms of jthad wre
relevane o Muslims roday. As our people and
our way of He are being attacked in every past
of the globe {Kosova, Palestine, Kashmir,
Algenia, Tndonesia, and so on) we must prepare
for our turn to fight in che cause of Allah by
educating ourselves aboue this lesser jihad.

And even now, as Muslims hiving i this
un-Islamic land, we miuse actively engage in
the greater yihad by mainruning our Mushim
identity, chat 15 iving Islam without compro-
sty sty ety We would wll bike o
change the waorld; ro bring justice to a seem-
ingly unjust world. Let us begin by changing
oueselves; by molding our character into that
which would please Allah and His Messenger
(pbuh). May Allah give us the strength and the
courage to spread the true way of life, and may
e not ever, forany reason, let us sacrifice any

pare of this Din to please these who do nor fol--

tow 1t May He instill us with the spiric of
jibad i all its forms, allow us to uphold the
1zzah of Islam, and make our way of life victo-
rious in every land in which His name is
prased. Amin. #

Juzakum Allabw khagran,
-The Al-Talib Staff
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ON THE COVER:

1. Merve Kavakei, dismissed from Turkish parlisment and
stripped of her Turkish civizenship due w hee
ingistence upon wearing the fijal (headscarl),

2. Ayarullah Khomeini, leader of Blamic Revolution in
[ran in 197y,

3. Mahk al-Shabmze, fimst American Musliom spokesnan,
sartyred i 1963,

4. Osama bin Laden, freedom figheer and philanghropisr.
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