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Executive Summary 

At the investigative Project on Terrorism. we have been investigating and tracking 
radical Islamic organizatio~is and t i d i n g  for 10 years.' We have now compiled one o f  
the largest intelligence archives on radical Islam in the world today. We work closely 
with lam enforcement. the in~elligence community. Congress and the media. In  tracking 
A l  Qaeda and other Islamic terrorist moveme~its. I have been specifically ~no~iitoring and 
investignting Saudi funding and linkages since tlie 1993 World Trade Center bombing. 
My interest in lhocv Saudi Arabia has ~ ~ s e d  its petrodollar revenues to promote and 
legitimize radical views actually goes hack to the mid-1980's when I authored my first 
book. The .4merictm Hollse O~'.SLILI~I: tile ,Seci.el Perroriollrrr Connection (Franklin and 
Watts. 1985). The book exposed the political strings attached to Saudi funding o f  
academic ce~iters in the United States. Now. '20 years later. I have found myself 
returning over and over again to the same problem. 

In  the years prior to 9-1 I. the U.S. gobernlnent paid little attention to the flow o f  money 
and religious propaganda exported w o r l d ~ i d e  from Saudi Arabia. During that period. an 
elaborate network o f  Saudi-ti~ndeci and directed charities. foundations and Islamic 
propagation centers were creitted. which in turn funded lslarnic organizations. schools 
and radical movements around the morld. Because o f  its vast petrodollar riches. Saudi 
Arabia's version o f  Islam -- a puritanical interpretation often described in short hand as 
Wahabism -- succeeded in indoctrinating young Muslims. controlling the religious 
direction o f  major Islamic religious institutions and in extending the Wahabist doctrine lo 
the four corners o f  the Earth. The paper trail o f  Saudi money. funneled through a vast 
network o f  charities and religious organizations. has led to some o f  the most violent 
terrorist groups in tlie world. i~ ic l i~d ing Al-Qaeda and Hamas. 

Saudi officials have long asserted publicly and in private discussions with U.S. officials 
that the government cannot be held responsible for tlie actions o f  non-governmental 
groups. private donors and corporations. the tnedia and religious leaders. But in fact. 
much o f  the non-governmental 11etworL in Saudi 4rabia was created by Saudi 
go\ ernment ofticials to provide an arm's length relationship and has long been funded by 
Saudi government line items or by members ofthe Royal Family. The Wahabist- 
dominated religious hierarchy in Saudi Arabia was and is tightly controlled by the Saudi 
regime and Royal Family. 

Terroris111 requires three primary ingredients: Indoctrination. recruitment and financing. 
Often. the connections are not neatly compartmentalized. largely because o f  tlie intricate 
and complex ways employed to launder funding to terrorist groups and the larger 
extremist social-religious organizations from which terrorists recruit. Other times. the 
evidence shows that non-governmental organizations carry out. to a large degree. 
activities that are totally legitimate and legal: indeed it i s  the very external legitimacy o f  
these groups that provide tlie perfect cover to siphon off. divert or launder financial 
support or provide cover to terrorist cells. Sometimes the Saudi donors were unaware o f  

' 1 want to thank my incredible research and administrative staff for their phenomenal efforts in providing 
research for this testimony. 



where their fi~cids were being applied or how they mere ultimately used. ,AnJ in many 
cases. the Saudi-generated f i ~~ id ing  and direction for Islamic - ' l i~~~nanimrian' or 
'-religious" activities abroad was given in the noble lsla~nic tradition o f  Zakat crr charity. 
Some o f  the recipients. in turn. used the funds to etnpower and extend the influence o f  
 nili it ant Islam through the carrying out o f  humanitarian services that Arab governments 
had failed to provide. 

Since 9-1 1 ,  Saudi officials repeatedly liave maintained that they have curtailed any 
support to terrorist groups by Saudi charitable tbundations. tliat they have embarked on 
an effort to rein ill extremist religious ideolosy. that they have instit~~tionalized new rilles 
o f  transparency. and that they are as adamant in condemning terrorism as the Unitstl 
States. Towards tliat end tlie Sa~~dis have announced several higli profile actions. 
including tlie alleged shut-doun ofthe '41-Flaramain Foundatio~i ('-AHF"). the creation of 
a new U.S.-Saudi commissio~i to monitor terrorist financing. the es~ablishment of a 
centralized Saudi clearinghouse for a l l  charities. the hosting o f  an international counter- 
terror conference. the curbing o f  extremist prc~paganda. and a host o f  other initiatives to 
stop the spread o f  terrorism. 

But tlie question that must he asked i s  ~vhether there i s  any sig~iiticant s~~bstance to these 
declarations and announcemetits. One o f  the problems for US officials is how to 
independently determine the true extent to wliicli these announcements liave bee11 
translated into action. There i s  a justitied skepticism at taking these declaratio~is at face 
value. While there have been some positive steps taken by Saudi Arabia that can be 
independently co~ifirmed. a review of other Saudi pronouncements in the past two years 
strongly suggests that Saudi Arabia has failed to carry out some o f  tlie publicly- 
proclaimed reforms. while in other cases. there is not enough independent evidence to 
determine whether Saudi Arabia has followed up on its pledges. 

There i s  no doubt that as tlie result o f  tlie A l  Qaeda attacks in Saudi Arabia in 2003. the 
regime itself has declared war on the internal Saudi terrorist infrastructure. kill ing some 
tuo  dozen A1 Qaeda terrorists and arresting scores o f  otliers. .And to give credit where it 
is due. there liave also been credible efforts to begin sanitizing some of the publications. 
Lcebsites and religious dogtna published by the regime or Saudi charities but in general, 
the Saudi war against tlie .\I-Qaeda network in Saudi Arabia has not been translated into 
systematic corollary measures against Islamic terror networks outside the Ki~igdom. 

Defenders o f  the current Administration policy o f  not publicly confronting the Saudis 
point to the fact tliat Saudi Arabia has engaged in a11 aggressive campaign to root out .4I 
Qaeda cells in the Kingdom. an effort largely triggered by the series o f  attacks launched 
by those cells beginning in 2003. To be sure. Saudi Arabia engaged in a systematic effort 
to destroy the A l  Qaeda infrastructure on Saudi home soil. And tlie country has 
cooperated with the U.S. in some other areas. includi~ig the extradition ofaccused 
terrorist suspect A b t ~  Al i  and in starting to i~iiposc some central authority on some o f  the 
previously untracked "private" funding from Saudis going to radical Islamic causes. 
Indeed. some U.S. officials with whom I have spoken say they have met Saudi 



counterparts wlio are genuinely corn~nitted to stopping the spread of Islamic extremist 
propaganda. 

Still other Arguments for not puzhing the Saudis too tar revolve around the fear that such 
pressure could destabilize the regime and ultimately lead to a tahrover hq ecen Inore 
radical forces. s i~ch as those aiignetl with Osama bin Laden. 

Saudi organizations and leaders operating \<it11 the l~ermission or acquiesc?nce 
of tlie Saudi regime continue to spoi~t virulent anti-Westerr? propaganda and 
thereby raise serious questions as to whether S~tudi Arabia is trying to 
co~nprehensively crack down 011 the sources and support for lsla~nist terrorism. 

While there have bee11 some efhr ts  to sanitize Saudi websites. publications a i d  
textbooks of religious hatred. the record of de~nonstrable and provablc c l ian~es  
is spotty at best atid at worst devoid ,,fany substance. Pt~hlications from Saiidi 
Arabia and Saudi websites. either officially operared by the regime or those of 
nun-gover~iment organizations. continue to spread an extre~nist view of Islam 
throughot~t the world. 

e Although there have been some constraints imposed by tlie Saudi go$ernmen~. 
Saudi Arabian religious charities and lion-governmental organizations 
("NGOs") still disseminate or propagate intolerance and anti-Semitic and anti- 
Christian dogma. 

Revised banking regulations designed to control the flow ofcii3rities have not 
been applisd to three of the most prominent and radical organizations. the 
Muslim World Leagtre ("IvIWL"). the World Assemblq of Muslim Y o ~ ~ t h  
("WAMY") and the International lsla~iiic Relief Organizatio~i ("I1RO"i. 

Saudi funding of Hamas lias continued as new conduits have been created 

S a ~ ~ d i  government officials, religious leaders and members ot'rhe R q a l  Famil) 
continue to level anti-Semitic ~~llegntions of conspiracies. Persecution of 
Christians has not abated. 

Senior Saudi rc.ligious figi~res have continued to call forjiliad against ihr 
United Stales. 

Saudi officials in tlie United States and American recipients of Saudi funds 
continue to detract attention fro111 the extremists' actions by allsging that the 
canipaign against Saudi extremism is "racist" and that it lias led to "hate crimes" 
against American Illuslims. 



Saudi Arabia and Persecution of Christians 

The religious freedoms that Muslims seek -- and are accorded -- in the Uni~ed States and 
elsewIie~.e in tlie West are far from reciprocated in Saudi Arabia. Indeed. the Kingdom 
has ~ n a d e  it illegal to promote any religion other than Islam. and it continues to outlaw 
churches. 

The State Depart~nent listed Saudi Arabia as a "country of particular concern" in its 
September 2004 report on the state of religious freedom in more than 190 countries. The 
report accused the Saudis of  "particularly sever? violations" of religious freedom." 

Consider these recent examples: 

The Washington-based watclldog group, International Christian Concern. reported 
this past June that Saudi security and religious police had engaged in what it 
termed a "pogrom-like" crackdon'n against Christians in tlie wake of reports of 
the desecration of tlie Quran at the military prison camp i n  G~~antanamo. Cuba. 
The group said it had received reports of 46 confirmed arrests.' 

At about the same time. the religious news agency Asiane~vs reported the arrest of 
eight Protestant Christians. including two Indians. The Rome-based agency -- 
affiliated with the Pontifical Institute for Foreign Missions -- reported that the 
Saudi religious police. the Muttawa. had arrested an evangelical Christian from 
india and seized a bible and addresses. That event led to the arrest of seven other 
members of an evangelical group. including an immigrant worker whose 
apartment was used for Christian meetings. said the Asianews website.' 

On April 23. the Saudi daily Al-Riyadh reported that the Co~nmission for the 
Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice. or  religious police. had arrested 40 
Pakistani men and women in the Saudi capital : so  dabs earlier for "setting LIP a 
church" nitli crosses. pictures and slatues in what i t  called a "deserted palace." 

it:teroalional Religious Freedoni Report for 2004, released Sept. 15.2004. Saudi Arabia Sectioti 
I i t t n : ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ t a t e . ~ o ~ i 0 ~ d r l i r l s ~ i r l ~ 2 0 0 4 ~ . ~ S O i . l i t i n .  Accessed Oct. 22. 2005. I t  should be noted that action 
can be taken in the US against Saudi government ofticials found ti> be linked to sucli activities under tlie 
enhanced inimigration law provisions o f t l i e  new Intelligence Reform Act, signed into law by President 
Bush on Dec. 17, ZOOJ.Iiai~:'~li.weh~ate.access.cpi~.niis~ri- 
hinlcstdo~.czi?db1ia1iie~'~'108 conn ~ o h l i c  l;i\vs&d~~cid- lii~ubl458.1118. Accessed Nov. 6. 2005. Under tlie 
Intelligence Reforni Act. several important immigration-related provisions deal with foreign human rights 
violators. Those provisions include Sections 5501 through 5506, which amend the imniigration and 
Nationality Act so that aliens who commit certain acts are excludable or deportable iremovable) from tlis 
United States. The changes make i t  a removable offense for any alien who waslis a foreign government 
official who engaged in particularly severe violations of religious freedoms, as defined in the International 
Religious Freedom Act of 1998, found i n  Title 2 2 ,  U.S. Code. Section 6402. These immigration removal 
provisions, since they are administrativelcivil in ~iature. may be applied retruactively. However, there is 
little evidence that tlie US government has pursued such eiTorts with any degree o f  enthusiasm. 

..Saudi officials deny allegations o f  persecution o f  Christians in tlie kinxdom," ?he .I.s.soriraedf'ress. June - . 
7,2005. 
'..Eight Ciiristians arrested in Saudi Arabia." .-lg?~lcr Fr'oire-Pr?s.sc.. June 1. 2004. 



Agence France-Presse said they had been celebrating a Catholic mass in a private 
house.' 

An ot'ticial of a US.-based human rights organization was quoted in May as saying that 
Saudi religious authorities most often target the Filipino Christian commt~nity. Americans 
are i~sually left alone. haid Nina Shea. director of the Center for Religious Freedom of 
Freedom House. because "[iln the calct~lation of tlie Saudis, Americans only care about 
.41nerican Christians." 

Dissemination of Anti-Semitic and Anti-Israel Dogma Continues 

Anti-Semitic co~ispiratorial allegations have been embedded in Saudi religious and 
political dogrn:~ for decades. Persistent allegations that Jews. Christians. Westerners. and 
other "enemies of the Kingdom" are responsible for Saudi woes strongly belies the 
notion that Saudi Arabia is sincere in its public condemnations of terrorism. 

4 s  documented so well by the Middle East Media Research Institute ("MEMRI"). 
leading Saudi ofticials and clerics contint~e to allege classical anti-Semitic conspiracies. 
Instead of condemning such extremism. Saudi officials in the United States have gone to 
ereat lengths in refusing to criticize these outrageous statements. For exaiiiple. then-Saudi 
Ambassador. Prince Ba~idar bin Sultan. appeared on NBC's Meet the Press on April 25. 
2004. Anchor Tim Russert asked guest Prince Bandar whether tlie statement made in 
2003 by Saudi Interior Minister Nayef tliat the "Zionists" were respo~isible for the 9-1 1 
attacks was the position of the Saudi government. "No." said Bandar. but then added, "I 
don't linow what circi~~nstances this quote was made." I fail to see how there could be 
any "circi~mstances" in which such a falsehood could be legitimately uttered. Bandar. of 
course. coi~ld have i~nambiguously condemned such a statement and taken !he 
opportunity before an American audience to formally disassociate the Saudi government 
from it. Instead. he felt compelled to issue one of those rhetorical qualifiers that in tlie 
end leaves open the notion that the anti-Smiitism u~iderlying Prince Nayef s comment 
could actually be legitimate. 

In early 2004. A1 Qaeda terrorists launched n series of attacks in Saudi .4rabia. Follo\\ing 
one sc~cli attack i n  the Saudi port city of Yanbu, Crown Prince Abdullah asserted that 
"Zio~iist elements" were behind the attacks. As tirst noted by MEMRI in a May 3. 2004 
dispatch. tlie oi'ficial government Saudi Press Agency ("SPA") disseminated a story with 
the headline: "SPA - Crown Prince says Zionism is behind the actions in tlie kingdom." 
The Saudi story then reported tliat Crown Prince Abdallali asserted on May 2. in front of 
Saudi officials and Royal Family mentbers. '% hectm~e cleor to 11.s nous tho/ Zionism i s  
hehind /erroris/ rrdion.~ in the kirigclon7. I ctr~i so), thtrt I trrn 95% sure qt'thtrt. ''. 

'..Pakistani Christians held i n  Saudi all freed: ernbassy.".lg~~ice Fru17~~i.-Prc..sse. Ma? ? I .  2005. 
" MEMRI Special Dispatch Series No. 706, "Saudi Crown Prince on Yunbu' Attach: 'Ziunism Is Behind 
Terrorist .Actions In The Kingdom ... I Am 95% Sure OfThat."' May 3. 7004. 
lii1o:i'm~mri.i,r~~hii1!iii_licIe~.i'~i'.'~t~e-~~~~11ilrie~S.i\rei~~~.i1i1dii1ri1bii1&lL~=SP7~~6O4. Accessed Oct. 22, 
2005. 



Abd~il lal i 's comments \\.ere immediately arnplilied by S a ~ ~ d i  Foreign Minister Saud Al-  
Faisal as lie made eken more conspiratorial allegations in the Arab media. For example. 

L s were in an intervieh on Abu Dhabi television. Al-Faisal stated tliat the att1.k 
perpetrated by t n o  pro-A1 Qaeda Saudi exiles who here .'financed by lsrael:"' 

Tlie Saudi go\ernment i s  determined to strike with an iron fist i n  fighting 
this deviant group and rooting out the terrorists. The exiled dissidents are 
associated with pro-Israel groups. .4s everyone knows from (Monday's) 
Interior Ministry statement, tlie leader o f  the latest attack had links with 
the reneades (Saad) '41-Faqih and (Mohammed) Al-Masari. Although 
ihese two renegades have no \\eight uhatsoever. it is known that they 
lhave contacts with. and even financing from. sides connected to lsrael." 

.Asked by the trlecision interviewer to explain the comments about "Zionists" made by 
the S a ~ ~ d i  Cron i i  Princc. al-Faisal responded with even inore anti-Semitic conspiratorial 
allegations. asserting a secret collusion between "the Zionists. the terrorists and tlie 
Ki~igdom's enemies abroad": 

I t  is no secret that extremist Zionist elements are waging a lierce campaign 
against Saudi Arabia. leveling false accusations and fabricated slanders at 
tlie Kingdom. The desperate attempt hy the terrorist group to undermine 
security. stability and national unity serves tlie interests o f  these Zionist 
elements. which malces the convergence o f  goals tantamount to evidence 
o f  some kind o f  l ink between the Zionists. tlie terrorists and the Kingdom's 
enemies abroad." 

Tlie effort to p in the terrorist attacks on Saudi Arabia on some type o f  secret plot by 
Israel was not limited to Saudi officials on their ho~ i ie  turf. Adel Al-Jubeir. a prolninent 
Saudi ofticial attached to the Saudi Embassy in Washington and top aide to then- 
.4mbassador Prince Bander. was interviewed on CNN on May 13. 2001. I n  tlie course o f  
tliat i i i~erview. anchor W o l f  Blitzer asked Al-Jubeir about tlie comments ~ i iade by Crown 
Prince Abd~~ l la l i .  The exchange below is illuminating and disturbing as the comments 
made by Al-Subeir show tliat lie inveils reality i n  portraying criticism o f  Saudi extremism 
as actually a plot to destroy the regime. l'ime and time again. Blitzer offered Al-Subeir an 
opportunity to disavon tlie conspiratorial allegations made hy Saudi leaders about a 
secret Zionist plot. But  Al-Jubeir refused to criticize the comments. Instead. lie repeatedly 
portrayed Saudi Arabia as the victim o f  a conspiracy to "destroy it" claiming tliat the 

' Federal News Service. "Interview with Saudi Foreign Minister. Prince Saud Al-Faisal, Disc~tssing 
Terrorism. tlie Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. lraq and the World Trade Organization." ?\bu Dhabi Television. 
&lay 4, 2001. translated from :\mbic. 
"ederal News Service. "Inten iew with Saudi Foreign Minister, Prince Saud Al-Faisal. Discussing 
Terrorism. the Israeli-Palestinian Contlict. lraq and the World Trade Organization." Abu Dhabi Television. 
May 4. 2004, translated from Arabic. 
" Federal News Smicc ,  "Interview with Saudi Foreign hlinister. Prince Saud Al-Faisal. Discussing 
Terrorism, tlie Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, Ira? and the LVorld Trade Organization," 4 b u  Dllabi Television, 
May 1. 7001. tmnslated from Arabic. 



Zionist critics o f  the regitlie efkctivelj were colluding with Al  ~aeda: '"  Altho~tgli 
ordinarily I ~ \ou ld  have attached the transcript as an appendix. the exchange of 
comtiients between Al-Subeir in response to the rluestions by Blitzer was so compelling 
that I have iticluded the entire transcript below: 

BLZTZER: Your Crown Prince Abdullah, he made a very controversial 
statement, as you well know, a couple weeks ago. I want our viewers to 
listen precisely to what he said 

(BEGZN m o  CLIP) 

CROUW PRINCE ABDULLAH, SAUDZARABL4 (through translator): 
I don't say - it's not loopercent, but 95 percent that the Zionist hands 
are behind what happened 

(END W E 0  CLIP) 

BLZTZER: He was accusing Zionists of that most recent terror snack in 
Riyadh. On the basis of what? 

AL-JUBEZR: I believe, Wolf, ifyou look at the contert of it, the point 
that he was trying to make is that there arepeople in the United States 
who have been very harsh when it comes to Saudi Arabia, have called 
for regime change in Saudi Arabia, have called for the dismemberment 
of Saudi Arabia, and whose - the objectives that they have called for are 
the same objectives as those shared by the terrorists. 

Osama bin Laden wants to destroy the Saudi state. Osama bin Laden 
wants to destroy the Saudigovernment. And so you should understand 
these comments in that context, that those who are most critical of Saudi 
Arabia in a very hostile way in the United States, as well as in Israel, 
share the same objective as Osama bin Laden and those who committed 
these acts 

(CROSSTALK) 

BLZTZER: You're saying that people in Israel want to see Saudi Arabia 
destroyed? 

AL-JUBEZR: No, I'm saying there are some people. We have books that 
have been published about Saudi Arabia, have been called the "Hatred's 
Kingdom" There have been calls by some for regime change in Saudi 
Arabia, for puffing Saudi Arabia on the axis of evil. It's really that kind 
of attitude that is shared by Osama bin Laden. 

"'CNN. Wolf Blitzer Reports. Aired May 13, 200-1. 
I i i ~ ~ ~ : ~ t i ~ n s c ~ i ~ , i s . c ~ i ~ i . c ~ ~ ~ i ~ i T K  -\NSCRIPTS;OJO.5!l.~~\~hr.Ol litnil. Accessed Oct. 12. 3005. - 

9 



BLITZER: Is the crown prince, who's the effective leader of Saudi 
Arabia, equating a1 Qaeda with Zionists? 

AL-JUBEIR: That's not what he was trying to say here. What he was 
trying to say is that the objectives of thosepeople who have been most 
harsh toward Saudi Arabia are the same as the objectives of Osama bin 
Laden. It doesn't mean that they committed this crime. 

BLITZER: Because we listened closely to that tape and we had several 
Arab linguists listen precisely. And what he clearly said was that he 
believes 95percent - not IOOpercent, but 95percent - that the people 
who undertook this most recent terror attack in Saudi Arabia was not a1 
Qaeda, b d  were Zionists. 

AL-JUBEIR: That they were behind them when somebody calk for 
regime change in SaudiArabia, as we have a number ofpeople here in 
the United States when people call for dismemberment of Saudi Arabia 

You'll recall the infamous briefing before the Defense Policy Board 
where the analyst made the case that we should take Saudi out of 
Arabia That is not much dinerent from the mind-set of Osama bin 
Laden, which wants to also replace the Saudigovernment and install 
instead a Taliban-like regime. 

When you say behind them, it means supporting them intellectually. 
That doesn't meanjinancially. It doesn 'I mean that theyput them up to 
it It just means that they share the same objective. 

BLITZER: Because U.S. officials clearly say that most recent terror 
attack in Riyadh and all the other ones were the work of a1 Qaeda 

AL-JUBEIR: We agree. 

BLITZER: You agree? 

AL-JUBEZR: So have we. Our Interior Ministry issued a statement to 
that effect Theperson who was the ringleader of the attack is a known 
person, a dissident. He was on - on our list of - sorry - terrorists. He 
was on the list of most wanted individuals in Saudi Arabia His picture 
was plastered all over the country. 

BLITZER: Do you want to issue any sort of apology for the comments of 
your boss, the Crown Prince Abdullah? 

AL-JUBEIR: Why apology? I was explaining it to  yo^ There's no 



apology necessary. 

BLITZER: Because of the impression that he left that for that most 
recent terror attack he was blaming Zionists. 

AL-JUBEIR: Because, Wolf, what happens with Saudi Arabia, 
unfortunately, after 9/11 is anything that Saudi Arabia does or says is 
perceived with a lot of criticism 

It's sort of, we are guilty until proven innocent. It should be the other 
way around And so nobody cuts us any slack And every little thing is 
exaggerated Every little thing is inflated. I can look at statements by 
American officials. I can look at statements by officials of other 
countries that are outrageous and that have not solicited apologies from 
them or from anyone else. But when it comes to us, we're always the 
ones who have to apologize. I don't see a reason to do this here." 

Saudi Public Relations: A Lack of Frankness 

Saudi representatives in the US have gone further in trying to den) responsibility for 
radical statements. One extraordinary example occurred earlier this year and \\as the 
s ~ ~ b j e c t  of  a11 NBC News exclusive. NBC obtained an audiotape of Sheik Saleh (4.1 
l.~~haidan, chiefjustice of Saudi Arabia's Supreme Judicial Council. exhorting young 
Mi;slinis to go to Iraq to participate i n  the jihad againsi American forces. According to 
the report. NBC asked Saudi ofticials for their reaction. Their response'! Saudi ofticials 
falsely claimed that the tape was a fabrication. NHC then contacted the Sheik directly in 
Saudi Arabia who admitted he had made the recording. According to NHC. ''-4 Srrzrcli 
.spoke.sr~lrrn mice ~Ienietl the rrrpe uvrs ozithentic, clirirning Srrzldi iiitelli,qenc.e nnrrl>:s~s 
determined it ~.I>(I.Y '11 ~1.1~ie.f;rke. ' S"YJ lVBC ,V~IYS ccrlled Lrrhtri~lrrn him.self: in Srrzi~li 
Ilrtrbirr. tmdpltye(i tliu riil~c. LrihrritJ~rn confirrnetl illose ncrre 17i.r u'o~rl~s, srivir7g 11.i .4nrhir. 
'1i.s. ihi.s is r,ij> voice. '"" 

In response to repeated criticism of its ties to militant Islam. S a ~ ~ d i  Arabia has embarked 
on an assiduous public relations campaign to portray itself as opposed to terrorism. In 
Febr~~ary of this year. the regime hosted a la\ ish intern;~tiona! "anti- errori ism" conference 
with participation from 50 conntries. including a high ranking delegation of more than a 
doze11 officials from the United States. and about 10 Arab and Muslim NGOs. But in 
ternis of substance, the confsrence was an exercise in grand deception. designed to 
literally purchase U.S. and Western goodwill thru the orchestration of superficial anti- 
terrorism claims. In the end. the estimated tens of thousands of dollars spent by the i1.S. 

" CNN. Wolf Blitzel- Reports, ;\ired \lay 13.2004. 
huo:~':trans~s.cn!i.com~TRUICIIII"~S~Ol~li~l3.~~~hr.O I hliifi. Accessed Oct. 73.2005. 
i l  Myers. Lisa. "ivlore evidence of Saudi doubletalk? Judge caught on tape encouraging Saudis to tight in 
Iraq," I\/ISNBC.com Apr. 36. 2005. l ~ t i ~ ~ : ~ ~ w w \ i . ~ i i i n l : c . ~ i ~ i ~ i . c o ~ i ~ ,  iil;71,-15 1 IS:. Accessed Oct. 22, 2005. 



government on travel and other conference-related expenses amounted to a mass subsidy 
to a vast Saudi public relations campaign to sanitize its image in the West. 

At the outset. it was easily discer~iible that the confere~ice was meant only as a public 
relations play for Saudi Arabia. a fact that could have been instantly deduced froin the 
attenciance roster. Included in tlie official visiting delegations were representatites o f  
two o f  the leading state-supporters o f  terrorism. Syria and Iran. and o f  Sudan. a militant 
regime engaged in a genocidal campaign in Darfur. Another official delegation, sitting 
alongside all the foreign missions. was the Muslim World League, a notoriously 
extremist Saudi charity long-linked to the spread o f  lslamic radicalism. 

Over the course o f  the four-day conference. the Saudi hosts were able to iead a chorus o f  
tliose in attendance in condemning "terrorism" over and over again while also 
announcing new efforts to stop "terrorist financing." the creation o f  a necv Saudi anti- 
terrorist center and countless other proposals and initiatives. But there was never any 
specific description or definition o f  the "terroris~n" (hey were condemning. The final 
communique o f  the Riyadh conference included this clause: "The Conference affirmed 
that terrorism has no particular religion. race. nationality or geographical area. In  this 
context. it stressed that any attempt to l i ~ i k  terroristil with any religion is helpfill only to 
the terrorists."" Actually. the refusal to name lslamic terrorism or lslamic extremism as 
the core problem i s  o f  much rriixe assistance to the terrorists. Tliis i s  not. as the 
cotnmuniqui asserted, a matter o f  linking a religion to terrorism. I t  i s  lslamic terrorists 
who have invoked their interpretation o f  lslam and thus are motivated by religious 
doctrine. And it i s  Islamic militants who want to blur the distinction between Islam and 
militant lslam by accusing tlie West o f  engaging in a war against lslam. The 
tinwillingness to acknowledge tlie very proble~n o f  lslamic terrorism and lsla~nic 
f~~ndamentalism as stemming fro111 a particular religious ideology thus renders any 
pronouncements against the general threat o f  terrorism to be devoid o f  any real meaning. 

The fear o f  maligning a religion expressed by the Saudi hosts was not as evident when it 
came to "the Jews." As Glen11 Simpson o f  The Cfirll Street Joinno1 has reported in his 
account o f  the conference. one o f  the materials given to the outside media \\as an essa? 
by Abdullah al Obeid that blamed stories linking terrorism and lslam on "some mass 
media centers that are managed and run by Jews in the West."" Mr. Simpson wrote. 
"[ulnder his leadership. Mr. Obeid added. the Muslim World League organized 
syinposiums to explain that Palestinian attacks on Israelis -are conducted in self-defense 
and they are lawfill and approved by all religious standards. international treaties, nonns 
and announcements.' Me made no distinction between attacks on civilians and soldiers."" 

The author o f  the book was a long-time M W L  officiai. Mr. Obeid. who. Mr. Simpson 
rsported. had served as "secretary general o f  M W L  from 1995 to 2002. a period whm the 

"Counter-Terrorisin intemationnl Conference: 'Riyadh Declaration'. Frb. 8.2005. 
l i t t 1 ~ : ~ ~ w . i v ~ v . s a u d i e 1 ~ i h ~ 1 s s v . 1 i i ' t i 2 O i ~ 5 ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ i S ~ ~ t l r : i e n s S 1 a ~ r : i ~ c ~ ; ~ i l a s v ' ? ~ i n d i . x = i ~ ~ 8 .  .Accessed Oct. 22. 2005. 
' I  Simpson. Glenn, "New Saudi .Aide is in Terror-Fund Probe." The 1l;rll S~rerr .loiir,iol. 
Feb. 10. 2005. 
l j Simpson. Glenn. "New Saudi Aide Is in Terror-Fund Probe." 7hi. IIiiIl Srreer ./orrrnol 
Feb. 10. 2005. 



huge Saudi government-funded organizatio~i fell under intense scrutiny from Asia to 
North America for spending tens o f  ~ii i l l ions o f  dollars to finance the spread o f  Saudi 
Arabia's austere hrand o f  fi~ndainentalist lslctm."'h Immediatelq upon the conclusion o f  
the conference. Sirnpso~i reported. Saudi Arabia a~inounced that it had appointed Mr. 
Obeid as Saudi Education ~ in is te r . "  

In September 2001. M W L  accused -'Zionist and Christianizing organizations" o f  
operating in lraq with the aiiii o f  weakening lslatn in the war-torn country. M W L  
remarked that it "noticed the infiltration o f  biased foreign organizations illto lraq. 
including Zionist and Christianizing ones. to implement programs aimed at corrupting 
y o ~ ~ t l i  and ueakening their Islamic and patriotic awareness. -18 

Saudi Charitable Organizations 

4 discussion of Saudi-based government sanctioned international organizations or 
charities sucli as the Muslim World League (MWL). the International Islamic Relief 
Organization (IIRO). the World Assembly o f  Muslim Youth (WAMY). or the Al -  
tiaramain Foundation: and their spokes:iien, requires tlie recognition o f  two distinct 
c r~c ia l  issues: 

'The first i s  the propagation o f  lslani in ihr I I I ~ I I I I I ~ ~  irs isprtrciiceti by the Saudi 
individuals or organiza~ions in question. and the second i s  the knuwing or unknowing use 
o f  money. auspices and assets froin such charities that have aided terrorist entities. While 
tliere inay be. often, an intertwining o f  these two issues. they are two separate and distinct 
problc~ns that are causing enortnotis reverberations around the world. 

According to the 9-1 1 Cornmission's finding: "While Saudi do~nestic charities are 
regulated by the Ministry o f  Labor and Social Welfare. charities and international relief 
agencies such as the World Assembly o f  Muslim Youth (WAMY). are currently 
regula~ed by the Ministry o f  Islamic Affairs. This Ministry uses zakat and government 
fitiids to spread Wahabi beliefs throughout the world." I" 

l'he international sxport ofthe Q'ahabi versii.n o f  lslain began witli the Muslim World 
League ("MM'L"). set LIP in 1962 by the royal Saud family, to promote Islamic unity. and 
to spread its view o f  Islam. After the 1991 Gulf War. when the Saudis angered the 
Brotherliood and other extremists in the kingdom by seeking help from the l1.S.. the 
Saudi government set up a new charity -- the A1 Haramain Foundation -- to spread Islam 
heyond the Middle East. and to counter the Brotherhood's influence. The government's 

I0  Simpson. Glenn. "New Saudi .Aide is in Terror-Fund Probe." 7%t. Ilbll .SIIT~I , I I I L I ~ ~ I ~ I ~ ,  
Feb. 10. 2005. 
i: Sinipson. Glenn. "Yew Saudi Aide Is in Terror-Fond Probe." The Ilbll Sr,rer./ori,?xri 
Feh. 10. 2005. 
l a  ..Islamic Body Accuses .Zionist. Christianizing' Groups of Infiltrating lraq;..-lge~xe Fro17cc. Prr.sse, 
September 20,2004. 
"..The 9-1 1 Commission Report: Final Report ofthe National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Lipon the 
United States" W.W. Norton & Company: July 2004 at p. .372. 
























































































