Islamic topics - Brief Topics - Lesson 35: ruling on martyrdom operations in Palestine
His Eminence, Dr. Mohammed Rateb Al-Nabulsi Date: 04/23/2001
In the name of God the Merciful the Compassionate

Praise be to God, and prayers and peace be upon our Master Prophet Muhammad the honest, the
trustworthy.

Dear Brothers; a dear eminent brother wished me to be the focus of this good meeting about the
martyrdom operations carried out by some of the faithful in the occupied territory in defense of their
rights and which shake the usurping enemy entity.

Indeed, all of you mentioned that the six martyrdom operations since two years ago when thirty
countries gathered in Sharm El Sheikh, including the superpowers, America among them, when the
aggressor is haughty and overweening and possesses strength beyond limit the imagination, and the
other party is vulnerable, and is only able to shake his entity through these martyrdom actions;
therefore the Ulema have some opinions on this. | am too insignificant to give a Sharia ruling or fatwa. |
am not a mufti nor a mujtahid, but | will convey to you what | found yesterday in some data websites
about this fatwa. One of the Ulema says: the bombing of the Muslim Mujahideen themselves against
the occupiers is a legitimate resistance, the greatest kind of jihad in the Way of God. He stressed that it
was heroic Fedayeen martyrdom. This aggressor entity, there is no human being who comes to Israel, to
Palestine, who does not know that this land is not theirs. It is the land of its owners. Those who are in it
are aggressors, usurpers, This Ulema says: he stresses that it was heroic Fedayeen martyrdom, which is
far from being suicidal and the one who carries it out is as far as possible from a suicidal mentality,
because the suicide kills himself for himself. The world is too narrow for him, and he despairs of the
Mercy of God, while the Fedayeen commits suicide for his Umma, in order to shake the enemy usurper
entity, in order to disturb those who came as aggressors. The situation of the suicide is one thing, and
the Fedayeen something else.

| mentioned yesterday that one of the Resisters was arrested, and made them believe that men will
come after a while who would give him some publications, and they rejoiced. They arrested someone,
for if they arrested a group, they would leave him. They surrounded the place. A car came, and he
threw himself under the wheel. What is this act? A sparing of the blood of his brothers, and friends and
those who working with them. The Prophet (May God bless him and grant him peace) says:

Verily actions are according to intentions, and for every person will be what he intended. (Bukhari from
Umar)

He by this action sold himself to God and spared the blood of a hundred friends he knew, for if he was
arrested, and under types of torture, perhaps he would have given their names. He says, the suicide kills
himself for himself, but the Fedayeen presents himself as a sacrifice for his religion and his Umma. He
fights the enemies of God with a new weapon which has been placed in the hands of the oppressed, to
resist the mighty haughty tyrant. This is a fatwa.



The second fatwa. The author of this fatwa says: the wicked Jews are a collection of defects and
imperfections, and a hotbed of vices and evils. They are the worst enemies of God, against Islam and its
people, The Almighty says:

Certainly you will find the most violent of people in enmity for those who believe (to be) the Jews and
those who are polytheists. [Quran 5:82]

God has made it a duty to fight them and wage Jihad against them so that the word of God will be
supreme, and the word of those who disbelieve be low. This will be when the enemies of God crouch in
their homes, and do not break the Covenant and the Charter, do nor plunder the wealth of the Muslims,
and usurp their homes. He says:

Fight those who do not believe in God nor in the Last Day, nor do they prohibit what Allah and His
Messenger have prohibited, nor follow the religion of truth, out of those who have been given the Book,
until they pay the tax in acknowledgment of superiority and they are in a state of subjection. [Quran
9:29]

But when the enemies of God put their swords in the throats of the Muslims, and terrorize the small and
the great, usurp homes, and desecrate goods, it imposes on the people of ability of the Muslims to fight
them, to shed their blood, and wage perpetual Jihad until the total liberation of Palestine, and the lands
of the Muslims. It is not permissible under Sharia to relinquish to the Jews any part of the lands of the
Muslims nor to make peace with them, for they are the people of cunning and deception, and the
breaking of pacts.

The proof texts: the proof texts of the permissibility of martyrdom operations. There have been
mentioned in more than one place some ten proof texts. We will be satisfied with one proof text. The
Almighty says:

But there is a kind of man who would willingly sell his own self in order to please God: and God is most
compassionate towards His servants.@ [Quran 2:207]

There is related from the companions of the Messenger of Allah (May God bless him and grant him
peace) and the imams of the successors the meaning of this verse with a strong proof text that he who
sells himself to God and they speak with accuracy -- and plunges himself into willingly without
deliberation, even if it is certain that they will kill him, he is virtuous in this, aware of the reward of his
Lord to the patient, and martyrs resigned to the will of God. In Saheeh Muslim by way of Hammad ibn
Salamah it is narrated from Abdul Rahman bin Abi Layla from Suhaib that the Messenger of Allah (May
God bless him and grant him peace) told us a story about a magician and a monk and a boy. This is a
famous story in Sahih Muslim. The boy had received knowledge at the hands of a diviner, and then met
with the monk. He liked the words of the monk and did not like the words of the diviner. He began to
frequent the monk, and his family learned that he is doing this, and began to taunt him, but the words
of the monk convinced him, and he saw in him plain truth. The king had a minister stricken with
blindness, and he went to him and said: can you heal me O boy? He said: | cannot heal you, but my Lord
will heal you, and he directed him to pray to God Almighty. The minister was healed and he went to the



king, who claimed divinity, and said to him: You did not heal me, but the Lord of this young man healed
me. The king summoned the monk and killed him, and the minister he killed him. The turn of the boy
came, and he sent him to a towering mountain to be hurled from the top of the mountain to die. Those
around him died, and he did not die. He sent him into the sea to drown in the sea. Those around him
drowned, and he not drown. The King wondered, how can he kill him now. The young man said to him,
You did not kill me until you do what | command you to do. He said: what is it? He said, you should
gather people in a plain and hang me on a trunk, then take arrows from the quiver, then put the arrows
on a bow and then say: In the name of the Lord of the boy, then shoot me and you will kill me. The king
did not pay attention to him. The king entered fell into a dangerous illness. The people gathered on a
plane, and when he grabbed an arrow from the quiver of the boy and put it on the bow, and said, in the
name of the Lord of the boy, and shot the arrow killing him. What happened? All the people believed in
the Lord of the boy, and disbelieve in the divinity of the king, so the king dig a ditch, and burned of the
faithful.

By the sky containing great stars/ And the promised Day/And the witness and what is witnessed/Cursed
were the companions of the trench/the fire full of fuel/When they were sitting near it/And they, to what
they were doing against the believers, were witnesses./And they resented them not except because
they believed in Allah, the Exalted in Might, the Praiseworthy/To whom belongs the dominion of the
heavens and the earth. And God, over all things, is Witness. [Quran 85 1-9]

This boy, didn’t he commit suicide? Didn’t he seek death by his hand? But what did he do. An entire
nation believed in the Lord of the boy. This is a strong proof that what he offered was cheap in the Way
of God to shake the entity of the aggressors. Once again | remind you, once in Jerusalem there took
place four or six consecutive operations. Every half hour, there was a operation. You remember that.
The great ones of the world were called to a meeting in Sharm el-Sheikh. The meaning is that six people
sacrificed their lives, and shook thirty-three countries in the world. They shouted, there is no solution
with an enemy who has an atomic bomb has lethal weapons, satellites, and a laser. There is no solution
at all except for Fedayeen action. As for dialogue and negotiations, if we lived for the next hundred
years, we would not take anything. We cannot retreat. We will not give back one centimeter in
negotiations. You have the news. How many years have passed in negotiations? The road is blocked.
When there came to them pressure from southern Lebanon, they withdrew by Fedayeen action.
Therefore this ruling from me, that | mentioned in this lesson.

Now, we have a second Sharia ruling: if we assume an infidel is attacking a Muslim country, and has
Muslim prisoners, and is using them as shields. This infidel is progressing forward, and his shield is
Muslim prisoners, Is it permissible in the Sharia ruling to kill these prisoners to stop the advance of the
enemy? He said: It is permissible, permissible to kill these prisoners who will be martyrs with God even
though they were killed by Muslims. This is a rare case, an enemy needs in from of him Muslim
prisoners. He makes them like a shield. There is no way to stop the invasion, but the killing of these
prisoners, even killing the second row after them. It the thing stops with the killing of Muslim prisoners
who shield the enemy, the killing of them may be permissible in the Sharia ruling. They are martyrs with
God, but | think if a person were in a country other than his own, any country other than his own, it is
not permissible to blow himself up in a country inhabited by its owners and possessors, and to kill



women and children, who are not combatants. This is not permissible. Fedayeen action in Palestine is
one thing. It has a ruling. Fedayeen action elsewhere is something else. In another place is a Sharia
ruling.

And fight in God's cause against those who wage war against you, but do not commit aggression-for,
verily, God does not love aggressors. [Quran 190]

You fight the army, in any other place, you should be fighting the army, while in Palestine, as it an
usurped land, and those who came from all parts of the world. They came and they know they will come
to an usurped land. All the Jewish people are combatant. They do not have a career that a military rank
does not encounter: doctor, pilot, engineer, for example, is a tank commander. Every civilian citizen.
They do not have a regular army; they have a reserve army, and all the people can fight, so this is
essentially an entirely aggressive entity from A to Z. This is the Sharia ruling, This is what many of the
Ulema say, the Sharia ruling on Fedayeen activity is that it is permissible. But in another place, a country
whose people inhabit it, including women and children, you may not have wage war on civilians,
because you violate this verse:

And fight in God's cause against those who wage war against you, but do not commit aggression-for,
verily, God does not love aggressors. [Quran 190]

Therefore beware, the enemy calls the operations suicide, they say: suicide operation to deceive
Muslims, that this is suicide, but we should call them martyrdom operations. A young man in the prime
of his years sacrifices his life and shakes an entity. There is frightening talk. Soon tourism in Israel has
become zero; soon immigration to Israel became thirty percent from the impact of these actions. It fell
thirty percent. The real fact us that it began now. By God Almighty it was proven to them, It gives
victory over them, and inspires us to help them in any way.

Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds
[end translation]

http://www.nabulsi.com/blue/ar/art.php?art=11139&id=175&sid=1529&ssid=1530&sssid=1531

The Arabic original text from Sheik Mohammed al-Nabulsi’s website is located below:
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