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CAIR-NY is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization registered in New York. It is the local
chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations, the nation’s largest Muslim civil rights
organization with 35 chapters in North America. CAIR was founded in 1994 and is headquar-
tered in Washington,D.C.; the New York office, located in uptown Manhattan, is currently in
its 12th year of operation.

CAIR'S VISION

To be a leading advocate for justice and mutual understanding.

CAIR'S MISSION

To enhance understanding of Isiam, encourage dialogue, protect civil liberties, empower
American Muslims, and build coalitions that promote justice and mutual understanding.

CAIR’'S CORE VALUES

« CAIR supports free enterprise, freedom of religion and freedom of expression.

« CAIR is committed to protecting the civil rights of all Americans, regardless of faith.

 CAIR opposes domestic policies that limit civil rights, permit racial, ethnic or religidus pro-
filing, infringe on due process, or prevent Muslims and others from participating fully in

American civic life.

« CAIR supports domestic policies that promote civil rights, diversity and freedom of reli-
gion.

e CAIR is a natural ally of groups, religious or secular, that advocate justice and human
rights in America and around the world.

e CAIR suppofts foreign policies that help create free and equitable trade, encourage human
rights and promote representative government based on socio-economic justice.

« CAIR believes the active practice of Islam strengthens the social and religious fabric of our
nation.

¢ CAIR condemns all acts of violence against civilians by any individual, group or state.
» CAIR advocates diaiogué between faith communities both in America and worldwide.

« CAIR supports equal and complementary rights and responsibilities for men and women.



As-Salaamu Alaykum (Peace be upon you):
Dear Friends,

Since its inception, CAIR-NY has remained dedicated to empowering
the New York Muslim community through relentless advocacy, media
engagement, coalition building, grassroots mobilization, and informa-
tion clarification.

For over a decade, CAIR-NY provides a strong voice to issues affecting
the New York Muslim population by protecting civil liberties, enhancing
an understanding of Islam, and reinforcing positive representations of
American Muslims, while standing with those whose work embodies
the spirit of mutual respect. As such, we have stood firm to ensure that
information disbursed about Isiam and Muslims is accurate and not misrepresented.

This year, CAIR-NY's Civil Rights Department advocated on behalf of community members
~ experiencing discrimination and remedied cases to logical resolutions through in-person con-
sultations, letter writing and mediation. Cases ranged from employment discrimination and
citizenship delays to hate crimes and government sanctioned profiling.

Our Community Affairs Department spearheaded civic engagement and education initiatives
to foster an informed and civically responsible constituency. Under the umbrella of coalition
building, CAIR-NY co-authored a policy paper critiquing the NYPD repart on homegrown ter-
rorism as part of its Safe While Free Campaign - CAIR-NY's ongoing commitment to uphold-
ing national security interests without unduly infringing upon civil liberties.

This year's annual report helps to provide a summary of our achievements and successes in
carrying out our mission in 2008. Please take a moment to read our annual report for a de-
talled synopsis.

In this new era, we must find opportunity in every challenge. To that end, CAIR-NY's talented"
staff of professional activists will continue to work diligently to meet these challenges by

setting attainable goals and forward-looking agendas. Indeed, your kind contributions and
constructive feedback are necessary and highly valued. Insh’Allah with your help, CAIR-NY
will continue to defend and strengthen the New York Muslim community, advocate for the in-
necent and just, and work with partners to create a better New York for all. .

Best wishes for a healthy, prosperous and peaceful 2009.

/’//,

Sincerely,
Zead Ramadan
President, CAIR-NY

i



The Civil Rights Department of CAIR-NY defends the rights of Muslim New Yorkers who
experience discrimination on account of their ethnicity, religion or national origin. The de-
partment receives complaints ranging from religious accommodation to religious discrimi-
nation by institutions. We handle these incidents from intake to logical resolution by pursu-
ing appropriate remedies, including cultural sensitivity training for the offending party and
provide concrete recommendations regarding discriminatory policies disproportionately af-
fecting the Muslim, Arab and South Asian communities. Indeed, our expertise in the area

of civil rights allows us to fight for equal rights and opportunities for all Americans.




EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH:

The CAIR-NY Civil Rights Department continues to engage the community by disseminat-
ing information regarding the struggles of civil liberties in 2008 at a variety of forums and
entities including:

Mosques: CAIR-NY participated and spon-
sored panel discussions and Know Your
Right seminars throughout NY to inform
community members about civil liberty is-
sues affecting American Muslims.

Youth: CAIR-NY participated in a train-
ing program for 14 college activists at the
United Federation of Teachers in Manhattan.
The program, sponsored by the Drum Major
Institute for Public Policy, is designed to
train college students from diverse commu-
nities to be successful in key public policy positions.

Government: CAIR-NY provided research contributions to a shadow report submitted to
the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The 50 page
report finds the US government in violation of international mandate for its failure to
adequately protect the rights of Muslims, Arabs, and South Asians from discrimination
on the basis of religion, race, and national origin.

COMMUNITY IMPACT:
Reconsideration of Muslim Street Festival Permit in New York City

The annual Muslim Street festival in New York City, which aims to displays the richness
and diversity of the Muslim community, takes place in Manhattan in conjunction with the
Muslim Day Parade. The Community Board Five initially recommended denial of the Mus-
lim Foundation of America Inc.'s (MFA) application to host the festival. The Board recon-
sidered its position after meeting with representatives from MFA, CAIR-NY and American
Muslim Law Enforcement Officers Association (AMLEQOA).

“We applaud Community Board Five's recognition that more timely notice of their con-
cerns was needed here and MFA's willingness to provide proper remedy to the com-
plaints,” said CAIR-NY Civil Rights Director Aliya Latif, “The frankness amongst all parties
involved resulted in a fair outcome that took into account the lnterests of both the resi-
dents in the area and the NY Muslim community.”
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HATE CRIMES PREVENTION PROJECT

CAIR-NY’s Hate Crimes prevention Campaign aims to address incidents motivated by religious
and racial animus through advocacy, education, and coalition building. CAIR-NY remains steadfast
in contacting relevant national, regional and local law enforcement agencies to ensure that bias

motivated complaints are properly handled.

Advocating for hate crime victims. Ali Kamara, a
young Liberian Muslim was assaulted by four men
on Election Day while walking near his Staten Is-
land home. During the assault the attackers yelled
»Obamal” because he was an African American and
the attackers were angry that Barack Obama was
elected president. Following the incident, CAIR re-
leased a press statement asking that the FBI probe
the assault as a hate crime. CAIR-NY continued to
voice the egregiousness of the case through vari-
ous media outlets including the New York Times,
Newsday and the local Staten Island Advance.
Further, CAIR -NY followed up with the NYPD Hate
Crimes Task Force as well as the FBI to ensure that
the incident was properly handled. CAIR-NY was the first organizations to visit with Ms. Janeba
Ladepo, Ali's mother to make sure that she remained in-
formed of Ali‘s rights.

Hosting Hate Crimes Prevention 101 training. CAIR-NY is
of the mindset that that “education is key to prevention”
and works in conjunction with the NYPD Hate Crime Task
Force to provide community members at local mosques and
Islamic centers with a plan of action to effectively respond
in hate crime and bias motivated cases.

Coalition-building with NY’s community based organizations to address and respond to

N hate crime related issues. CAIR-NY has joined efforts spear-
headed hy faith and community organizations such as We are
All Brooklyn and the Interfaith Steering Committee Against Hate
headed by Christine Quinn, Speaker of City Council. CAIR-NY
joined the Sikh Coalition to urge New Yark City public school stu-
dents and their parents to fill out an online survey regarding bias-
based bullying and harassment. The purpose of the survey is to
assess the Department of Education’s handling of biasmotivated
harassment in the face of Chancellor’s Regulation A-832, which
estabiished a procedure for addressing student-to-student bias-
based harassment, intimidation and bullying.

Meeting with the New York District Attorney’s Office in conjunction with the AMLEOA to
offer our respective organizations as a resource in handling hate crimes cases. This effort in-
cluded engaging in preventative education measures such as reviewing and suggesting edits
to the Manhattan DA’s Student Bookiet entitled “Bias and Hate Crimes: Don't be Tolerant of
Intolerance.”




CAIR-NY continues to forge relationships with local political representatives to educate
them about their Muslim constituents and engage them on issues relevant to Muslim New
Yorkers and to welcome international delegations sponsored by the U.S, State Depart-
ment. In 2008, CAIR-NY launched its Safe While Free campaign representing our ongoing
commitment to uphold national security interests without unduly infringing upon civil lib-
erties, particularly by addressing issues such as post-9/11 racial profiling and the surveil-
lance of the Muslim community.

GOVERNMENT OUTREACH:

Transportation Security Association (TSA): Following privacy concerns from com-
munity members regarding full body scanner at airports, CAIR-NY met with TSA of-
ficials at JFK Airport to gain a better understanding of security protocols at the City’s
major airports and to further relay the concerns of the Muslim community. CAIR-NY
also supplied the TSA with information about the Hajj pilgrimage and secured a com-
munity liaison as a point of contact at the airport,

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI): In response to the guidelines annually re-
leased by the FBI and issued under the authority of the Attorney General, CAIR-NY
cantacted the Department of Justice with a series of suggestions which would better
allow the government to protect civil liberties while simultaneously addressing issues
of national security.

Department of Homeland Security (DHS): CAIR-NY worked with a coalition of Mus-
lim advocates, lawyers and community leaders in December 2008, to urge Governor
Janet Napolitano (D-Ariz.) as the expected Secretary to the DHS to develop security
policies that safeguard the civil liberties of all Americans through community engage-
ment and ongoing consuitation. In a detailed letter to Napolitano, CAIR-NY called on
the new DHS administration not to adopt counterterrorism policies and strategies
based on the New York City Police Department (NYPD) Report, “"Radicalization in the
West: The Homegrown Threat” as recommended by the U.S. Senate Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.

New York Police Department (NYPD): CAIR-NY is a member of a dialogue team that
has met reguiarly with NYPD Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly and Community Af-
fairs Bureau Chief Douglas Zeigler to discuss policing in a way that does not infringe
on free association and free speech rights of the Muslim community. - -




EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH:

Panel Discussions: One of CAIR-NY's several panel discussions included Omar Mo-
hammedi, the President of AMAL, Aziz Hug, the Deputy Director of the Brennan
Center for Justice at NYU School of Law, and Sean Maher, of Wahid, Vizcaino, and
Maher. This highly attended panel discussed specific cases, and the relationship
between protecting civil liberties and national security.

Movie Screening: Bunker Hill, the new independent feature film from director Kev-
in Willmott (CSA: Confederate States of America) which explores the guestion
“What would happen if 9/11 happened again?” The film was screened to a full
house at New York University at an event cosponsored by NYU’s Islamic Center.

Community Roundtable: On December 5, 2008, representatives of the CAIR-NY
joined South Asian community leaders to discuss the recent attacks in the Indian
capital city of Mumbai at a roundtable meeting with Congressman Anthony Weiner
(D-NY) and Consul Praveen Kumar, representative of the Indian Consulate Gen-
eral in New York. The aim of the discussions was to provide an open forum for the
New York South Asian community to voice concerns and relay suggestions to the
Congressmen to further his advocacy efforts of peace, security and cooperation
in the region. '




The Community Affairs Department seeks to mobilize and empower Muslim New York-
ers by encouraging grassroots activism, civic engagement, and volunteerism. The
Department actively informs the community through educational workshops about
the importance of political engagement at various levels and organizes public efforts
on issues related to Islam and Muslims including cultural sensitivity trainings to law
enforcement.

CIVIC PARTICIPATION PROJECT

CAIR-NY's Civic Participation Project is a grassroots initiative that aims to
educate Muslim New Yorkers about the importance of civic responsibility
and involvement. The project is part of CAIR's ongoing efforts to sustain a
Muslim voice on issues that affect all Americans. CAIR is of the mindset that
an empowered community must remain politically relevant and part of the
solution.

Hosted voter registration drives and civic participation trainings at
mosques and community centers over the course of the year in order to en-
courage firsttime voters to register and to educate the community at large
about their civic rights and responsibilities.

Produced educational materials for the election including a primary voter
guide and an election card. These materials supplied information regarding vot-
er registration, ballot and candidate information. It also discussed how Ameri-
can Muslim involvement in the elections would play a critical role in determining
the outcome of issues affecting the general American public, such as education,
healthcare, foreign policy, immigration and civil liberties. o

Held a forum entitled “Race, Religion and
Politics: The New Political Landscape”
which highlighted the history of politicizing race
in American politics, the controversial use of faith as a tool for
political gain in this year’s election, and the importance of voicing
American Muslim concerns and opinions through civic and politi-
cal participation. Panelists included CAIR-NY Community Affairs
Director Faiza N. Ali, Shabazz Center Board Member Dr. Amir Al-
Islam, and President of the NY Office of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, Hazel Dukes.

Organized Get-Out-to-Vote drives where volunteers placed calls
to members of Muslim households from & random sample of ap-
proximately 1,500 registered voters across New York State in the fi-
nal two weeks leading up to the 2008 Presidential Election. CAIR-NY
Volunteers reminded registered voters to cast their ballot and keep
track of how many individuals in their household planned to vote.
During an important post election effort, volunteers placed phone
calls to ask respondents who they voted for on Election Day.
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GRASSROOTS MOBILIZATION:

On the Ground. CAIR-NY cosponsored a rally to end geno-
cide in Darfur at the U.S. Mission at the United Nations.
The rally aimed to deliver thousands of handprints and
messages from all over the country demanding decisive
U.S. action to end genocide in Darfur. CAIR-NY also col-
jected and sent to Sens. Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-NY)
and Charles Schumer (R-NY) a total of 1,132 letters call-
ing for an end to Israel’s “collective punishment” of Pal-
estinian civilians in the Gaza Strip. CAIR recently called
on prayer leaders (imams) in mosques nationwide to
devote part of their Friday sermons (khutbas) to the
plight of Palestinians denied basic services by Israel’s
blockade of Gaza.

In the Courts. CAIR-NY continued to urge attendance at rallies and
hearings. Most notably, representatives of CAIR-NY joined other
people of conscience at a hearing for Maher Arar, a Canadian citi-
sen who was detained at JFK Airport in 2002. Arar filed suit in u.s.
courts claiming that Attorney General John Ashcroft and other offi-
cials violated his right to be free from torture and arbitrary deten-
tion and his right to an attorney.

In the Community. As part of Muslims Care (www.mustimscare.org), a
national summer-long campaign launched to encourage volunteer-
ism, CAIR-NY organized several community service events through-
out the year 2008. Events this year ranged from taking part in
walks to raise awareness about autism and alleviating poverty

and volunteering in soup kitchens.




CAIR-NY continues to actively engage with the media to ensure that a fair and accu-
rate portrayal of Isiam and Muslims is presented to the American public through media
appearances, press conferences, opinion editorials and letters to the editor. Moreover,
CAIR-NY's staff monitors local media with the aim of reinforcing positive representa-
tions of Muslims. As such, in 2008 CAIR-NY was featured, quoted or reported by na-
tional, local and ethnic media outlets.

CAIR~-NY In the News

NY1l: CAIR-NY Encourage
Muslim Voters

A4Y Entowrages Mustm Yoters

MSNBC: U.S. Muslim Voters
Are Election-year Outcasts

NYC News Service: A View
from the Mosque

Current TV: Luke Covers the
Election

CAIR-NY OP-ED
How to Fear Muslims in

Ghsessionwi HW.HA.com

Four Easy Steps .

By: Megan Brankley CAIR-NY
Communications Intern

I obsession: Radicai Islarn’s War against
the West teaches us anything, it is that
bad propaganda begets more bad propaganda. Relying on anti-
Western images and polemics from disconnected and marginal Isia-
mist groups, Obsession barrages the viewer with frightening scenes,
devoid of context, in order to make the dishonest argument that at
least 10-15% of the world’s one billion Muslims are aiming for glob-
al domination at any price. In fact, this tacky documentary would be
a laughable piece of anti-Muslim propaganda if it weren’t enjoying
such widespread circulation. Twentyeight million free copies have
been packaged for distribution via 70 newspapers. Worse stiil, that
distribution is limited to swing states - a sure sign that Obsession
aims to drive fear into the hearts of crucial voters come November.

With its fear-mongering video collages and interviews, Obsession
represents a threat to the very-principles of tolerance, democracy,
and peace it purports to defend. After paying lip service to the “mod-
erate Muslims” of the world in a seconds-long introduction, the film
proceeds to stereotype Muslims across the globe as fundamentalist,
bloodthirsty radicals who teach their children to love death more
than life itself. Ultimately, Obsession aims to mobilize viewers for a
wide scale religious war between Judeo-Christianity and Islam.

In order to convey its disturbing message, Obsession deploys four
common propaganda techniques. Although these tactics can elicit
powerful emotional responses, they contain little - if any - truth.

First, Obsession robs video clips and images of context. Where and
when did the anti-American protests shown occur? Were they po-
litical responses to the U.S. invasion of Iraq? Did the selected in-
terviews appear on notoriously extremist talk shows? It is impos-
sible to know because Obsession has searched the Muslim world for
outlandish sound bites and has deceptively presented them as the
norm.

(continued on next page)
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Second, Obsession generalizes across time and space in or-
der to paint a picture of "Islam” as an omni-present threat to
the West, It clumps anti-Chinese economic riots in Indonesia
together with the terrorist attacks of 9/11. It connects the
complex war in Chechnya with the Madrid bombings. These
events have their own histories and contexts, but Obsession
chooses to ignore their individuality and instead simplifies all
violence involving Muslims as evidence of a hate-driven, Is-
lamic fundamentalism. Can we conciude from the Oklahoma
City bombing, the D-Day invasion, and Columbine shootings
that white American men have no respect for life? If this
seems ridiculous (as it should), then consider the perils of
generalizing across one billion Muslims, It's simply danger-
ous.

Third, Obsession draws faulty historical parallels, especially
between Nazism and radical Islam. Such unfounded historical
parallels produce fear, not a better understanding of the situ-
ation. If I were so inclined, I could draw a similarly prepos-
terous comparisan between Obsession and the fear-generat-
ing media Hutus used to perpetrate the Rwandan genocide.
In 1994, radio stations across Rwanda broadcasted reports
claiming that the Tutsi minority was planning to exterminate
the Hutu majority and thus, that any Hutus who wished to
save themselves and their families were obligated to wage a
“defensive war.” Needless to say, it was the Hutus who wield-
ed the machetes while the Tutsis died by the hundreds of
thousands. Is Obsession, like Rwandan radio stations, using
fear to convince Americans into waging war against Islam?
Conclusions should never be founded on the basis of a tenu-
ous historical comparison.

Fourth, Obsession relies on so-called experts who have been
widely discredited as Islamophobic. Oft-quoted, former-ter-
rorist Walid Shoebat has stated that “Islam is not the religion
of God - Islam is the devil.” Is this a reputable source? Speak-
ing of Muslim youth, Obsession warns, *If you see the same
message over and over again, it becomes the way you see the
world.” This may be the only piece of wisdom buried in over 60
minutes of the absurd documentary, and yet, the producers
of Obsession hope that its viewers will ignore the insight and
fall for the trick of repetition. They hope that seeing images
of angry Muslim men yelling “death to America” countless
times will convince Americans that Muslims irrationally hate
the U.S. They hope that tragic images from the World Trade
Center and Chechnya will mobilize Americans against entire
regions of the world, not just a radical fringe that is marginal
in their own countries. They hope, with enough misleading
media, that Americans will believe Islam is the enemy.

I hope Americans see through these deceptions and recog-
nize Obsession for what it is: a second-rate documentary that
must be distributed for free because few would actually pay
to watch it.
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Muay 9, 2009
Dext Frivnds,

Greetings to ench of you gathered here temight at diz Council oo Amcrican Islumic Relations -
New York's {CAIR-NY) Annual Bangnat.

Enuring that New York City lives up to the ideahs of equality and tolerance thot are ot the very
care of our exitiznce costmues (0 be one of the Caume's top prionnes. 1n o city as diverse and
vast a5 ours thiz is & constant ekallenge, and we zre deeply formmate to have pariners in this
effart like CAXR-NY.

On this special nicht of celebration, [ would like to thank the kardworkiey mea and women of
CAIR-NY for all that they are daing to help crzate a more tolerant funzre fer gur City,

Their participation during the Couneil's "A Day Out Agrinat Hate"” wes so important, helpicg 10

x!:ow_:t;e solidanty tht ex1sts betsween our City's diverse residents i the Bpht agzinst bigotry
vigiire,

Astecent incidents have tragically reminded ns, we mmst make each day “a day out apsins

hate ™ and Flack forward to continuing to work with CATRNY eud siber pataers in the

comirimity to develop new ways te address lure crimes and teach wilerance in New Yoik.

Beat wishes for o wonderful evesing,

Sineeraly
Y .
Ol

Christine C. Quinn
Spesker

Congress of the Tmted Siates
Wouse of Bopresontsiers

May Y, Jule

Diramtar
475 s erside Drive, Subie 216
Muwe Yok, Y 0013

Loyt 15, Lavil,

{ vkl like to cotzrandne ALDY fer ) 1 s wccomplisnzad rnsls 1Yy ot st
and do thasl yoo foe yovr dedicaran sl pesdatenes in annping mutod cocersteading and
Juticd 16 vur communilics. Thrawgh your many uutrzuch end advoeacy prograns, you
fer¥ 2 Ledped enxare that our nexl geacntion of blaslies Ameilcans can fead happy, boaluy.
and productive Hives 1 ae ghborhoods salis from prejitics umd bowilisy,

CAR-NT o e o bracon wlogs fur Ui BY Suslin conimunity, oflering posisive
represenitiis of Moashm Americans snd providing s Muslioy peispeoive i s of
wtiversul cotwern Yanr editsriale, publie werues apmmesments and ad eampaipns kave
Ixlpd 0 promess a sharal uppreciction ol vue similarites and 1he cantribusions und
Sactiliees wlutim Amnesicas Bave wusds fon v cisy.

En uddition, CANENY"S work: of building sbronp coaliliens 1 inchsase awarensas about
Badust el Mteatinns Frar bess soisaflneab e Aa o (el aidvocase for sociab wstice, |
appreciate yoar arganizatn’s stenlling deterrsination ta protest e eivi rights of Bt shm
in qur city. out natian, uul themnglont the warld 1o m ever moee glabalized soeld. i is
ingpaiative that we hzep nar religira el eodiuncs e becerning ineesn v polrinad,
Adowe mote foneard i dhe 251 centary, 4 am contlde thar CALK will lesd the effor
createa milivel and Interanona, trothertood to promuse mnteal respzet and lanmony.,

Apain, congracaiaions s all se lave done in sersing e Blzabinecompuaity atd please
Eriow shat § Eeab fenwand toscerking with sou as we comunie 1w ght ignarance snd

injutice
'
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Muy 9, 209

Aliya il

Civil Riphts Direetor

475 Riverside Nrve, Suite 240
New York, MY 10115

Dewr My, Ll

(i behdl of e Staten Island Brunch of The Matinnal Asspriation for The Advancoment uf
Colaed Penple. | am pleased tw exiend my congranudations 10 you and CAIR-NY at your anmnl

Banyquet

Dur ropeclive vrganizations share in the mutual aim 1o <liminats hatred and diserimination
bsed on e and o sbecile v anstiiuents bt theit eonditatinmal rghts, Qe ¢ombined
¢ conewmming the election aight beting of Liberian teenager AH Kamara in Staten Isfund

illustrates the impartance of soalition butiding seross civil Hberty gromps. Morcuver, we
epzaurage more joint educational initictives such as the panel CAIR-NY and NAACE at B
ree, r2lipion and polities

Throuch callaburative efforts, we wit] sendd an unequivocal messege of peace, vyl appagiunity

end inzlusion of all progles thal wili have s meaningful Fmpact on oty commuity and our
couniry.

S Tuak forwand 19 workine more clesely with yaw in the future,

Yiion

Sineerely.

Sebeid f fin

/

Ldward L. Josey
President. NAACP-Sateq |sland

OTLL FERETNS 1863 ATIVE OFFICE BUTLDDG
SEXATOR, J0™ pEsTRICT DOM 017
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COADMITTER ASSIGNIENTS ) SIS
() 5114248308
Chaismen
Lompanmom, Ardenan DISTAICT OFFICE
Comtiniesy ACP STATE OFFCA BURDRIG
163 W, p15TH STREET. ¥1H
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Ll Samee =d e () 116750001
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Ezrgzm!mm EMALL
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May 1, 2062
Aliya Latif
Civil Righty Director

475 Riverside Drive, Sutite 245
New York, NY 10113

Dear Ms. Lanf

As 2 member of the New York State Senate yrpresenting Manhartn's diverse 30
Dictriet,  would like to extend my greetings to everyons gatherad for the anmal banquat of the
New Yok chapte of the Couucdl on American-Ilamic Refativis (CATLNTD  to celelnate
ancther year of successful advocacy on behalf af 1he Muslim community, incloding many of my
comtituents, Fot over a decads, CAIR-NY hat devefoped an cutsianding record o service to the
American Mutiitn commmmity, Your vrganizaten’s effons in the media provide a balaneed
portrayal oet iteuss affscring the consttents vou serce atid thus make oor city a bater place to
[ive end mise our femilies. Your seadfst cemmimuent to avil Aghts advocacy, sdvie
etpagement and grassronts activian cmbodies damncratic principles af equity for all.

Itis a speciad pleasr to collaborate with CAIR-NY 1o boner Imam Al-Yag Tolil '‘Abrdin-
Rachid’= vears of umwavensg conmitant to human rights and social mstice caases i Harlem
acd thesughout New York: City. Tmsmn Talib has been a0 invaluble aseet to both the African-
Amstiean and Muslim commmmitiss and deserves reconition for his leadership ind advocacy oo
their behalE, As such. I am proud to work with CAIE-NY aud lock fonwszd to sownt efforts to
edvance your mindon of peace and justice.

0 bahalf af my affire and the paaple af the 0™ dierries, T ennpratilsia yom on ynue 1=
Anmul Banguet tiled, An Era of Change: Rising to the Challenge. I wish you continued
Tuceess at this banguet and in the fiture.

Biil Perkins, Senaior
301k Seaatorial Dizmrict
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May 9, 20019
Dear Friends and Honarees:
1t is indeed a pleasure to offer greetings on the oerasion of the Council an
American Islamic Relations” Annual Banquet and Fundraiser, This year's thema,
“An Era of Change: Rising to the Challenge’ fits both CAIR's mission and our Fo
general political elimata. 1t is an 2pt reminder that wa need to embrace avery ;
oppartunity we encounter to promate pluralism, civic duty and fight for raciat and ;
socla! justice. In Bme of economic stress, our steadfast commitmant to tese
goals c@nnot waver or be compromised.
1 am pleased to join CAIR in recognizing the effors af Iman Taiib Abdur-Rashid =
of the Mosque of Islamic Hrotherhood and the Brennan Centey for Justics of New i
Yark Unlversity, your designated 2009 hanareas, We share a bellef In the [ong 1
term goal of achleving equality and dignity for all human beings.
A
1 extend my very best wishes for a successful dinner, anothar year advancing the i
idezls of equity and welcoming diversity. I lock forward to working together in ] 2
pursuit of these goals. - - i
In Unity, 3
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Counedl ex Amarizan Idamiz Relatizag
New Yesk Chuptes

475 Riverzida Duire, Scits 248

New York, NY 1015

Daar Friends,

1 2z plaasad to preat youl oo your Anaval Banguat of the Commnsit on Americsa Llimie
Relatizns-NY Chaples {CAIR-NY), 2a esganization that hax beao d to zukiag
a difference in the community aud improving the quatisy of life for ail New 2]
Yorkerz This year's thema, “An Ena of thzagy; Hising to tha Challenge” s especially
apt i dezesibing the wask sod mission of the CATR NY.

‘The Council ott Amstican Inbrmie Retarions which ks dedicated itell 1o sesving the
oty for the pa B2 yeazs, is Az importas apwource to o

community.  Extablivhed a3 2 pot-fox-profit corporation in 1997, tae Connsil ou
Amerizas Islimic Refasions ks been a leader for tha cormmmuniry as civil rights
aduncate, figkting fat tha equuliny, juctize, 2nd dignity af New York's Muslis
Aunegizan's. CATRIY bas dedicatmd jiself with its proprammisg to bring pulilic
awarensss and interfaith dialoryes o betulf of the Muslim commuzity.

1 comemezid the friandz, 3aff, z=d puppartsn cf the Comosl to Amarizan Islamic 2
Ralatizmy for erpanizing thiz Ancml Basguet and I jock foward to workizg, @
npatzuad paztrarhip, with the Cound on Amariesn Ilamie Relations to addrss the
naeds of our eommimity. Flease seeapt by best withet for continned sucemty,

Sincarely,

CZ_

Jaka £.Liu

| =g



AMERICAN MUSLIM LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ASSOCTATION
$,0B0X 24584
BROOKEYN, N.Y. 11202
TE,: 7180051540
FAX. 718-G08-1596
IO, bl

2Jay 09, 2009
Aliya Latif
Civil Righm Dirzetor
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 246
New York, NY 10115

Dear Ms. Latif:

O behalf of the American Muslin Law E: (Hifeers Asseeintion, I would like o 2ke this
cppattumity 1o copgrntate you on your annusal banquet.

We share i your mission bz etpotwer the American Mustims frough commusity engagement and
coalition brlding with govemment agencies. As such, AMLEQ: has wotked closely with you to assist
in [essening ihe gap bebveen the Mushim commumity and Lo enforcesment, Case in paint, ouz
pannership 1o strengihen ties with the DA’s offices through cur onresch efforks bas been surcessfal.

Tencotrage the dedicated siaff to continue to work (o safsguard the interests of our nation. We look

farward to futwre joint initiatives.
Sincerely,
s
e
Ahmead Nasser
President, AMLEQA

Watern Reziea (HEez National Office
. 1465 Pares Padte Parkoray - Suim 3550 40 Eacheros Flace - Seire 722
oalition oot - Califanis - 4538 Niew Youk - New York - F0005
{510) 5R-0900 (o) (212 655-3025 (o)
FRR— (510 a89-0903 (1) (@173 208-481E {8
Mar 9, 2009

Dear CATRLNY,

Da behalf of The S3h Coalition, T am sending my greetings and good wahes on the occasion of
youc Annrat Bunguer.

Wa eonsider CATR-NY 2 yunng partces i one collecrive sumpgie For vivd cghins, teliptomy eqealiny,
and wocial jmitice. e ace sztively Toding Togethes tn addsesy hullring and bazassment of Maik
201 Sk smdests in NYC schoaly, and eolliborte on many ime ek 13 acial grafling, ham
erimuns prevection, 1od emplrmess duprimingtion that doluly iopact both the SR and Wuilim
commmahies.  Forovera decads, CATR-2TY b been 2 procial vuies for the New Vork Muslim

2T, ing ing stereorypes of Miskimy 20d celigion intolecnce. Thmugh thei
civil righty aed adrecacy work on beblf of Mmilim Amedcam, CATR-NY is Lelping m tmd a
1oty that is cuoes inclmice ofall of New Yorks divecie eomminninie.

Cangamlitings on ali of fome acvomplislunents in serving the Mmlim communnity thut f1e, and ==
with you well iz all yous finne eaderroo. We'se in thb together,

Sioressly,

e
Sandeep “Sonmy” Singh
Commnnity Qepanizer, New Yok
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