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Hisham al-Talib visited the White House at least once. He met with Joshua DuBois, Special Assistant to
President Barack Obama and Executive Director of the White House Office of Faith-Based and
Neighborhood Partnerships on March 30, 2012.

Hisham al-Talib is a founding member1 and the current vice president of finance2 of the
Herndon, VA-based, International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT), an organization
the FBI believes was part of a terrorist financing network.
In an October 2003 application to the U.S. District Court for permission to search
offices including those of IIIT, an FBI agent wrote that, based on information provided
by an FBI source, he had concluded that, “IIIT transferred money to WISE precisely
because WISE was a front receiving money for PIJ.”3 The application identified WISE
as the World Islamic Studies Enterprise.4
Al-Talib has held several positions in various Islamic organizations including, in the
1970s, the first, full‐time director of the Leadership Training Department of the Muslim
Students Association of the United States and Canada (MSA). He has conducted many
training camps and seminars on Islam in America and abroad. Al-Talib was a founding
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member and Director of the SAAR Foundation (1983–1995), as well as, in 1981,
founding member of the International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT).5
A U.S. Government investigation found that the SAAR Foundation is part of a network,
known as the Safa Group, of up to 100 non-profit and for-profit organizations, interrelated through corporate officers and holding companies, which facilitate terrorist
funding.6 A large number of these organizations share the same address in Herndon,
Virginia. In an application for a search warrant, U.S. Custom Service Agent David Kane
referenced evidence of the SAAR network’s radical activity dating back to the 1980s.7 In
that application, federal authorities said they had found, in previous searches, “records
relevant to material support for terrorists” had been “generated or maintained” by the
Safa Group,8 though no charges have ever been filed in this case.
Al-Talib also authored a “Training Guide for Islamic Workers.”9 The “About the Author”
section of the guide states that Al-Talib served as the first fulltime director of the
Training Department of the Muslim Students Association (MSA).10 According to the
2008 issue of the MSA publication, MSA Link, the training guide has become “a
mainstay of every MSA library.” 11
The Muslim Students Association (MSA) is the most visible and influential Islamic
student organization in North America. Through conferences and events, publications,
websites and other activities, MSA disseminates and promotes militant Islamic
ideologies.12
In November 1992, al-Talib’s IIIT wrote a letter13 to Sami al-Arian expressing its
support for and acknowledging funding of WISE, a Tampa, FL think-tank that housed
four members of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad’s (PIJ) governing board, including alArian.14 The PIJ is a U.S.-designated foreign terrorist organization.15 The IIIT letter
named the IIIT officials who shared this view, including al-Talib.
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At the American Muslim Council’s annual conference in 2000, al-Talib talked about
spreading the Islamic faith throughout America: “Just as we begin to Islamize America,
we don’t only want to Islamize American Muslims. We want to see Muslims here not
only by the names of Muhammad, and Ali, but we want to see Muslims with the name of
David, John, Peter, and so on.”16
Abdurahman Alamoudi17, the former head of American Muslim Council, was sentenced
to 23 years in prison for illegal financial dealings with Libya.18 Alamoudi also confessed
to taking part in a Libyan plot to assassinate the then Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia.19
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