
SEARCH WARRANT ON WRITTEN AFFIDAVIT M~ m(B!IF?7 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

THE PREMISES KNOWN AS 

DISTRICT . 
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

131 21 CHARLOMA DRIVE 
TUSTIN, CALIFORNIA 

I DOCKETNO. MAGISTRATE'S CASE NO. SA 09- I 

ANY SPECIAL AGENT(S) WITH THE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
OR ANY OTHER AUTHORIZED OFFICER 

Affidavit(s) having been made before me by the below-named affiant that helshe has reason to believe that on the 
premises known as 

SEE ATTACHMENT A 

there is  now being concealed certain property, namely: 

SEE ATTACHMENT B 

in the Central District of California 

and as I am satisfied that there is probable cause to believe that the property so described is being concealed on 
the person or premises above-described and the grounds for application for issuance of the search warrant exist 
as stated in the supporting affidavit(s), which are incorporated herein by reference and attached hereto. 

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED t o  search on or  before March 1,2009 
(not t o  exceed 10 days) the person or place named above for the property specified, serving this warrant and 
making the search at any time in the daytime-6:OOa.m. to 1O:OOp.m.-and if the property be found there to seize it, 
leaving a copy of this warrant and receipt for the property taken, and prepare a written inventory of the property 
seized and promptly return this warrant to  Honorable Arthur Nakazato, United States Magistrate Judge, as required 
by law. 

SPEClAL AGENT THOMAS J. ROPEL, Ill - FBI 

If a search is to be authorized "at any time in the day or night" pursuant to Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure Rule 
I.1 (c), show reasonable cause therefore. 
*United States Judge or Judge o f  a State Court o f  Record. 

SiGNATURE U.S. MAGISTRATE JUDGE 

ARTHUR NAKAzATo 

- 

FEBRUARY 19,20091TIME ISSUED 

i ~ y ~  



RETURN 

DATE WARRANT RECEIVED 

INVENTORY MADE IN THE PRESENCE OF 

INVENTORY OF PROPERTY TAKEN PURSUANT TO THE WARRANT 

CERTIFICATION 

I swear that this inventory is a true and detailed account of all the property taken by me on the warrant. 

Subscribed, sworn to, and returned before me this date. 

U.S. JUDGE OR MAGISTRATE DATE 

DATE AND TIME WARRANT EXECUTED COPY OF WARRANT AND RECEIPT FOR ITEMS LEFT WITH 



AFFIDAVIT 

I, Thomas J. Ropel, 111, being duly sworn, hereby depose and 

state: 

1. I. am a Special Agent ("SAM) with the ~ederal Bureau of 

Investigation ("FBI") and have been so employed since May 2002. 

I am currently assigned to the Orange County Joint Terrorism Task 

Force ("JTTF") at the Santa Ana Resident Agency of the FBI Los 

Angeles Field Division. Since entering duty, I have conducted 

numerous counterterrorism investigations into the material 

support and financing of terrorism and terrorism-related 

activities. Prior to joining the FBI, I served as a Captain in 

the United States Marine Corps. I graduated from Bloomsburg 

University of Pennsylvania with a Bachelor of Arts in 

Communication Studies and from National University with a 

Master's degree in Management. In addition, I graduated from the 

Basic School and Field Artillery Basic School in the United 

States Marine Corps. I have attended FBI Basic Agent Training in 

Quantico, Virginia. Furthermore, I have attended various 

training seminars and courses regarding counterterrorism 

measures. For instance, I have attended conferences regarding 

counterterrorism Investigative Strategies, Basic International 

 errori ism, and Suicide Bombing Techniques. I have also worked 

with other agencies involved in counterterrorism, traveled 

overseas in connection with sensitive counterterrorism matters, 



and interviewed numerous terrorism detainees. 

2. This affidavit is made in support of an application 

for a warrant to search the premises described below for evidence 

of violations of 31 U.S.C. § 5324 (structuring transactions to 

evade reporting requirements) . 

3. . I am personally familiar with the facts and 

circumstances set forth in this affidavit from my own 

investigation, my review of reports prepared by other law 

enforcement agents, my discussions with those agents, and my 

discussions with other experienced counterterrorism investigators 

and experts. This affidavit is made for the purpose of 

demonstrating probable cause in connection with the search 

warrant requested, and does not purport to set forth all of my 

knowledge of the investigation into this matter. 

Premises t o  be Searched 

4. The premises to be searched is: 

a. 13121 Charloma Drive, Tustin, California, further 

described as a single story detached house with an attached two- 

car garage. When facing the residence from the street, the 

garage is located on the right side. A walkway with a wooden 

gate is also located on the right side of the house. The 

exterior of the house has light-colored stucco and a wood shingle 

roof. The numbers \'1312lU are painted on the curb in front of 

the residence (hereinafter "the Subject premises"). 



5. On or about June 20, 2008, the Honorable Arthur 

Nakazato, United States Magistrate Judge, in SA 08-299M, 

authorized the issuance of a search warrant for the Subject 

Premises ("the 2008 Search Warrant"). The 2008 Search Warrant 

authorized the seizure of evidence of violations of 18 U.S.C. 

f3 1015(a) (false statement in naturalization or citizenship 

matter); 18 U.S.C. § 1425 (procurement of naturalization 

unlawfully) ; and 18 U.S .C. § 1001 (false statement) . A true and. 

correct copy of the 2008 Search Warrant is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A and.incorporated by reference herein as if repeated in 

full. The 2008 Search Warrant and the associated search warrant 

return are presently under seal. 

6. On or about February 11, 2009, in SA CR 09-28, a 

federal grand jury returned an indictment charging AHMADULLAH 

SAIS NIAZI, aka Ahmadullah Khan, aka Ahmadullah Sais, aka 

Ahmadullah Sais Khan, aka Ahmadullah Khan Sais ("NIAZI"), with 

violations of 18 U.S.C. § 1621(2) (perjury) ; 18 U.S.C. § 1425 

(procurement of naturalization unlawfully) ; 18 U. S. C. § 1546 (a) 

(use of passport procured by fraud); and 18 U.S.C. § 1001 (false 

statement). The indictment is presently under seal. 

7 .  NIAZI resides at the Subject Premises with his wife, 

~amilah Romlas Amin ('\Jarnilah") . On or about February 13, 2009, 

agents conducted surveillance and observed Jamilah at the Subject 

premises. On or about February 18, 2009, agents conducting 



surveillance observed NIAZI at the Subject Premises. In 

addition, on or about February 17, 2009, I was advised by the 

United States Postal Inspection Service that NIAZI continues to 

receive mail at the Subject Premises. 

Hawala Transactions 

8. On or about June 25, 2008, I executed the 2008 Search 

Warrant at the Subject Premises along with other agents and task 

force officers assigned to the JTTF. NIAZI and Jamilah resided 

at the Subject Premises and were present at the Subject Premises 

at the time of the search. Searching agents seized numerous 

documents from the Subject Premises reflecting multiple cash 

transfers by NIAZI and Jamila to Pakistan and Afghanistan through 

the use of a hawala, an unlicensed money transfer system. 

9 .  Based on my experience and training and my 

participation in this investigation, I know that the hawala 

system is an informal monetary remittance system often used by 

people from Afghanistan and Pakistan to transfer money from one 

country to another. While the hawala system can be used for 

legitimate purposes at times, the system is also exploited by 

those seeking to avoid United States regulat.ions applied to 

financial remittance systems. For instance, financial 

institutions must file a Currency Transaction Report for all cash 

transactions in excess of $10,000. However, hawala transactions 

are unregulated and significant monetary transfers can occur 



without detection. Typically, a hawala transaction begins when 

an individual, the sender, wishes to transfer a certain amount of 

money to an associate, the recipient, overseas. The sender 

contacts a local hawaladar who will charge a percentage to 

complete the cash transaction. The sender's hawaladar then 

contacts a hawaladar in the recipient's area who provides the 

recipient with the designated amount of cash. Once the cash has 

been transferred to the recipient, a separate transaction occurs 

between the hawaladars in both countries. The debt can be 

reconciled through a number of different means, including the 

exchange of cash or merchandise, the illicit transfer of cash 

through couriers, and the laundering of money through legitimate 

businesses associated with the hawala. 

10. At the Subject Premises, searching agents found 

numerous transaction records in which NIAZI and Jamilah 

instructed a hawaladar to transfer United States currency to 

contacts in Peshawar, Pakistan, and Kabul, Afghanistan ('the 

hawala receipts"). The hawala receipts bear the address of the 

Subject Premises, contact information for NIAZI and Jamilah, the 

senders, and contact information for the recipient in the 

receiving country. Several of the hawala receipts contain 

handwritten notations with the term "Hawala" and a reference 

number. In addition, searching agents found at the Subject 

premises actual handwritten hawala instructions detailing the 



method by which the cash transactions would occur. Attached to 

several of the hawala receipts found at the Subject Premises are 

corresponding receipts of cash deposits at various local banks in 

amounts matching the cash to be transferred overseas plus the 

percentage charged by the. hawaladar. Other hawala receipts have 

attached copies of checks signed by Jamilah and drawn on Bank of 

America Account Number 08403-01164, in the names of Jamilah R. 

Amin and Ahmadullah Sais with the address of the Subject 

Premises. The memo lines on the front of the checks contain the 

notations "CASH TRNF" or "CASH." 

11. The hawala receipts are dated from 1999 through 2006 

and the dollar amounts.of the hawala transactions range from 

$100.00 to $1,000.00, with several hundred dollars transferred on 

average. The hawala receipts document the use of hawalas on 

approximately fifty-seven occasions and the transfer of 

approximately $16,400.00 in cash. Recipients of the cash 

transfers include Qari Hamidullah Niazi, Jan Dastagir Luqmani, 

Khalid Niazi, Dur Mohammad Niazi, and Noor Ahmad Niazi. Qari, 

Khalid, Dur Mohammad and Noor Ahmad are family members of NIAZI. 

western 'Union documents seized from the Subject Premises indicate 

that NIAZI and Jamilah continued transferring money to Pakistan 

and Afghanistan in 2008. 

12. On or about April 2, 2008, I interviewed NIAZI. During 

the interview, NIAZI admitted that he had used a hawala in the 



past to send money to family in Afghanistan and Pakistan. NIAZI 

stated that he had not used a hawala for a few years and that he 

presently was using Western Union to wire money to his family. 

13. The majority of the hawala receipts are directed 

to H. Qadar Qudus l"Qudusn ) , a hawaladar in Fremont, ~alifornia. 

The hawala receipts indicate that Qudus operated out of a 

business, Computer Outlet, in Fremont from 1999 through 2000. 

From 2001 through 2003, Qudus operated his hawala out of ZSQ 

Exchange in Fremont. In 2003, Qudus was arrested in connection 

with a heroin trafficking and money laundering investigation. 

Qudus was convicted of money laundering in connection with the 

laundering of narcotics proceeds (heroin sales) through his 

hawala. On or about June 2, 2004, Qudus was sentenced to 27 

' months federal imprisonment. Thereafter, NIAZI used a hawaladar 

in Winnetka, California. 

Bank Transactions 

14. Based on my experience and training and my discussions 

with experienced financial analysts and investigators, I know 

that Section 5313 (a) of Title 31, United States Code, requires 

domestic financial institutions to file a currency transaction 

report ("CTR") for any cash transaction exceeding $10,000. I 

also know that those involved in criminal activity and/or the 

funding of criminal activity of ten structure cash deposits for 

the purpose of evading the CTR requirement. 



15. FBI financial analysts, other FBI agents, and I have 

conducted a review of various Bank of America financial records. 

In addition, Bank of America Senior Investigator Rosalind Smith 

White has reviewed with the FBI the bank accounts and 

transactions set forth herein. Investigator White specializes in 

reviewing bank transactions and identifying possible money 

laundering patterns. Bank of America is a federally insured 

financial institution located within the United States. During 

the financial review, I verified the following: 

a. Bank of America Account Number 08403-01164, is a 

personal checking account in the names of NIAZI 

and Jamilah opened at the Bank of America located 

at 13341 Newport Avenue in Tustin, California 

('the NIAZI checking accountfJ). The address on 

the NIAZI checking account is the Subject 

Premises. Between on or about September 11, 2007, 

and January 11, 2008, a four-month period, twenty- 

two credits or deposits were made totaling 

approximately $31,344.00. Six of these cash 

deposits occurred within a period of approximately 

three weeks and ranged in amounts from $3,000.00 

to $5,000.00, for a total of approximately 

$15,700.00. Specifically, the following cash 

transactions occurred involving the NIAZI checking 



account : 

b. These cash deposits were made at different area 

banking centers within a matter of days. 

Furthermore, while other recurring deposits are 

payroll checks from Jamilah's employment, the 

source of the cash deposits referenced above is 

unknown. The cash deposits into the NIAZI 

checking account are unusual given previous 

patterns of account activity. In addition, during 

that time frame, NIAZI was involved with 

California Food Channel, a business venture 

involving the distribution of fruits, nuts, and 

berries from overseas to various markets in 

California ( 'CFC") .  NIAZI received payroll checks 

from CFC which were deposited into the NIAZI 

checking account. The compensation from CFC was 

not in the form of cash deposits. 

c. Onorabout October 30, 2007, $14,000.00 was 

transferred online from the NIAZI checking account 

9 

DATE OF CASH DEPOSIT 

October 19, 2007 

October 19, 2007 

October 22, 2007 

October 23, 2007 

October 24, 2007 

AMOUNT OF CASH DEPOSIT 

$1,163.59 

$2,000.00 

$5,000.00 

$5,000.00 

$3,000.00 



to Bank of America Account Number 06255-11783. 

This personal checking account belongs to Tahir T. 

Mann, Misskee Mohd Amin, and Jamilah Romlas Amin 

("the ~ann/~min checking account"). Tahir T. Mann 

is the brother of Jamilah and Misskee Mohd Amin is 

believed to be the sister of Jamilah. The same 

day that the $14,000.00 was transferred to the 

~ a n n / ~ m i n  checking account, check number 1606 in 

the amount of $10,000.00 was written on the 

~ a n n / ~ m i n  checking account made payable to Ahmad 

Osman. That $10,000.00 check was then deposited 

into Bank of America Account Number 08401-61787. 

This personal checking account belongs to Tahir T. 

Mann and Ahmad H. Osman ("the ~ann/~sman checking 

account"). Osman is believed to be married to 

Sakyrah Man, a sister of Jamilah. 

d. Bank of America Account Number 00900-05300 is a 

checking account in the name of Ahmad Osman and 

Sakyrah S . Man ( ,,the ~sman/Man' checking account" ) . 

A review of the 0sman/Man checking account also 

reveals a pattern of transactions designed to 

avoid the CTR requirements. In a one-year period, 

from approximately June 2005 to July 2006, 

approximately $590,000.00 was deposited into the 



0sman/~an checking account. Of the total amount, 

$198,000.00 constitutes cash deposits. These cash 

deposits ranged from $35.00 to $9,800.00. 

0utgoing.wire transfers from the 0sman/~an 

checking account ranged from $9,999.00 to 

$30,000.00. The recipients of overseas wire 

transfers from the 0sman/Man checking account were 

accounts at the Cambodian Public Bank, Ltd. 

e. Union Bank of California is a federally insured 

financial institution located within the united 

States. A review of Union Bank of California 

records reveals that Account Number 03316-16227 in 

the name of Ahmad Henry Osman ("the Osman checking 

account) was opened in part with a check from the 

0sman/Man checking account. During a two-year 

period from approximately July 2004 through July 

2006, approximately $293,000.00 in cash was 

deposited into the Osman checking account. None 

of the cash deposits exceeded $10,000.00. 

Furthermore, approximately twelve of the cash 

deposits were just under $10,000.00. ~uring that 

same period, approximately $364,000.00 was.wired 

from the Osman checking account to individuals in 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia. On or about September 6, 



2005, Osman closed the Osman checking account and 

transferred the balance to a different account 

with Union Bank of California in the name of 

Sakyrah S. Man and Ahmad Henry Osman. 

16. During the execution of the 2008 Search Warrant, Task 

Force Officer John Gatine and I also found approximately $10,900 

in $100 bills located in a small box within a locked armoire 

closet in the living room of the Subject Premises. Shortly after 

discovering the cash, I conducted a brief interview of ~amilah 

Amin outside the Subject Premises. NIAZI1s wife stated that the 

cash was collected by "Muslim brothers" in the community 

allegedly for her father's health condition. When asked, Amin 

would not provide any further information regarding the identity 

of the "Muslim brothers" who had provided the cash found in the 

Subject Premises. The entire amount of cash was returned to its 

location and was not seized at the time. 

17. Based on my experience and training, my participation 

in this investigation, my discussions with other experienced 

counterterrorism investigators and experts, my discussions with 

experienced financial analysts and investigators, and the 

information set forth herein, I respectfully submit the 

following: 

a. There is probable cause to believe that NIAZ*I, 

Jarnilah, and others are engaged in structuring 



financial transactions for the purpose of evading 

currency reporting requirements, in violation of 

31 U.S.C. S 5324, and using unregulated and 

unlicensed hawalas to transfer money overseas. 

b. I know that those involved in structuring 

transactions tend to store evidence of their 

monetary transactions for long periods of time in 

their residences where they believe that they 

enjoy a measure of privacy. In fact, during the 

execution of the 2008 Search Warrant, searching 

agents found at the Subject Premises numerous 

hawala receipts, checks used to transfer money to 

a hawladar, ATM transaction receipts, and wire 

transfer records documenting international 

monetary transactions. 

c. Given the information set forth herein, including 

the consistent cash deposits in amounts under 

$10,000.00, the unexplained source of these large 

cash deposits, and the use of hawalas, I 

respectfully submit that there is probable cause 

to believe that the items listed below, which 

constitute evidence of violations of 31 U.S.C. 

S 5324 (structuring financial transactions to 

evade reporting requirements), as set forth in 














































































