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THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, good
morning. And we are ready to proceed.
Ms., Hollander, you are up?
MS. HOLLAWNDER: Yes, Your Honor.
The Defense calls Dr. John Esposito.
(Whereupon, the cath was administered by the Clerk.)

JOHN ESPOSITO,

Testified on direct examination by Ms. Hollander as follows:

Q. Good morning.
A. Gocd morning.
0. Would you state your name and spell it for the court

reporter, please?

A. John Esposito, E-S-P-0-5-1-T-0.

Q. And Doctor Esposito, where do you live?

A. In Washington, D.C.

Q. Okay. And what do you do for a living?

A. I am a professor at Georgetown University.

0. And what do you teach there?

A. I teach courses on Islam, the Muslim world, global
terrorism.

Q. Can you tell us a little about your educational

background starting with college? Where did you get your
first degree?
A. I was in a Catholic monetary, and so my first degree was

at St. Anthony's College, and I earned a Bachelor's Degree in
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philoscphy.

Q. And where is St. Anthony's?

A. It was in New Hampshire, although it no longer exists.
Q. And did you get another degree after that?

A. I earned & Master's Degree in theology at St. John's

University in Jamaica, New York.

Q. Was that in any particular kind of theology?

A. It was Catholic theology, scripture; cathelicism
basically.

Q. And I take it you also have a doctorate degree, a Ph.D.
A. Yeah. I have a Ph.D. from Temple University in religion.

My major was Islamic studies and my minor Hinduism and

Buddhism.
Q. And do you have any post doctorate work that you did?
A. I did post doctorate years at Harvard University and at

Oxford University.

Q. And Qxford is where?

4. Sorry. In the U.X., in the United Kingdom.
Q. And Harvard is in Boston?

A. Yes.

0. Cambridge.

What teaching positions have you held before your current
position?
A. My first position was as a professor of theology at

Rosemont College, and then I went to the College of Holy Cross
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where 1 was the chairman of the Religious Studies Department
for nine years, and the directcr of the Center For
International Studies for I forget now, three to five years.
And then I moved after about 20, 22 years tc Georgetown

University in 1983.

Q. Is Holy Cross a religiocus organization?

A. It is a Cathelic college run by the Jesuits.

Q. And is it in the United States?

A. It is in Worcester, Massachusetts.

Q. Now, maybe you just said this. Were you the directer of

the college of International Studies —-

A. I directed the Center for International Studies for quite
a few years.

Q. And at Georgetown what is your official position there?
A, I am 2 university professor, professor of religion and
international affairs, and professor of Islamic studies, and
director of the Prince Alwaleed bin Talzl Center for
Muslim-Christian understanding.

Q. And I am going to ask you about each of those, but let me
start with did you -- Do you have any religious study other
than at the university, before you went to the University?

A, I was in a religious order for ten years, and so, yeah.
It was pretty intensive study of religion and practice of
religion.

Q. So at what age did you join this order?
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A, T went in at 14 and left when I was 24 years old.
0. and what was the religious order?
A. Capuchin Franciscan Fathers in New York and in

Massachusetts and New Hampshire.

0. Is that a Roman Catholic order?

A. Yes, Roman Catholic.

Q. And were you studying tc become a Catholic priest?
A. Yes, I was; yeah.

Q. Did you ever become a priest?

A. No.

Q. Why not?

A. That is an existential gquestion. I liked what I was
doing, but I couldn't see myself doing it the rest of my life,
and I probably also wanted to get married. And since I had
been married for 43 vyears, I think it is a fairly good bet

that I wanted to be married.

Q. Just to be clear, did you convert to any other religion?
A. No.

o. S50 —--

A. I am a Roman Catholic.

Q. Have you ever studied anything about the Jewish faith,
Judaism?

A Yeah. I have -- in studying 0l1d Testament and studying

the development of christianity, and alsc 1 have taught

courses that dealt with Judaism, and I have co-authored three
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or four books on werld religions that dezl with all five of
the major world religions--Judaism, Christianity, Islam,
Buddhism, and Hinduism.

Q. And what were the names of those books?

A World Religions Today, Religion and Globalization,

roughly, because twec of them just came out this month,

Religions of the East, and Religions of the West.

Q. Okay. As somecne with your background and your history
of Catheolicism, how did you decide to specialize in Islam?
L. Actually I was finishing a Ph.D., and I thought I would
bhe finishing it up in Hinduism. When I went to Temple
University, I went there because it was a secular university
and I wanted to continue not toc be in a
religious-church-related university. I wanted the experience
of bheing in a secular university. But the requirement was for
everyone, no matter what you were geing to do, that you take a
course in world religion. So I had intended to major in
Catholic studies, which you could do in this secular
university. A&And as a result, I became interested in Hinduism
and Buddhism --

THE COURT REPORTER: If you could slow down a
little, please.

THE WITNESS: I am known for speaking fast. I
apologize.

I was ready to finish my degree, and the chairman of the
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department suggested that I study Islam. And I kind of fought
him tooth and nail not to, because I didn't know very much
about Arabs and Muslims, and I wondered why. And I had a lot
of stereotypes, and it made it even less appealing. Then

eventually I agreed to take a course and decided to major in

it.

Q. {BY M5. HOLLANDER) You have mentioned that you authered
four books on world religions. Have you authored more books
than that?

A I have; about 35 to 38 books, and aiso I have been the

editor in chief of all of Oxford University Press' major
reference works on Islam in the Muslim world, and have a
six~-volume encycleopedia that is coming out in two months,

another one.

Q. An encyclopedia on?

A. On the Islamic world.

0. Have any of your books been translated into other
languages?

A My books have been translated into 28

languages~-European, Asian, Middle Eastern, pretty global;

Chinese, Japa&nese.

Q. Do you work in all those languages?
A. Would that I did. No, I don't, no.
Q. What languages do you work in?

A. Arabic.
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Q. And do you also work with any pelling organizations?
A. I am associated with the Gallup organization, which is a
polling organization. I am what they call a seniocr scientist.
Gallup has a group of experts, for example, a Nobel prize

winner in econcmics, and others, that advise them on projects.

o. So we are clear, what is Gallup polls? What does that
mean?
L. The Gallup 1 am associated with is the Gallup World Poll,

which is a poll of 90 percent of the world's countries. And
within in that it includes a poll of some 35 Muslim countries
from north Africa to southeast Asia.
Q. What does that mean, to poll?
AL What they do -- It is the most comprehensive and
systematic pall. What happens in the poll is that they go
into countries and they grid them, and so then you send people
net into only cities but villages and rural areas, and
one-on-one interviews in local languages where you ask people,
"How do you feel about your iife, your political system, your
gconomic system? Is religion important to it? How do you
feel about the West." 1In Muslim countries for example, "What
is your attitude towards violence? What is your attitude
toward terrorism? What is your attitude with regard to 9/1172"
And then that data is gathered--it is mcre than some
50, 000 one-on-one interyiews——and then analyzed. And out of

that I co-authored a beook czlled Who Speaks for Islam? What a
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Billion Muslims Really Think.

0. And the book was co-authored with?
A. Dalia Mogahed, who runs Gallup's Islamic Studies Program.
0. So am I correct that what you did as a senior scientist

is you were one of the people with Dalia who analyzed this
information that the interviewers got. Is that correct?
A. Yeah. You look at the data and then you write up the
data and talk about its implications--what does that have to
say --
Q. Speak slowly.
A. How do we understand these people, and what they believe,
and what are the implications.
Q. And you said that you work in Arabic. Where did you
study Arabic?
A. At the University of Pennsylvania. And then I was given
a scholarship to study at the Middle East Center for Arab
Studies in Shemlan, Lebanon.
0. Can you say the name of the city?
A, Shemlan, S5-H~E-M-L-A-N, Lebanon, in the Middle East.
0. And try to keep a little slower, especially when we have
these unusual names.

You I believe -- you have a Center for Christian-Muslim
Understanding. Is that correct.
A, Yeah, it is a Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding,

yeah.
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0. And what is that center?

L. It was created in 1993 at Georgetown, a group of
Christian and Muslim businessmen who were concerned about the
relationship between Islam and Christianity and between the
Muslim world and the West. And it is to address that
relationship through conferences and programs, both in the
United States and overseas. And we also brief government
officials, et cetera.

Q. Is this part of Georgetown University?

A. Yes, it is part of Georgetown University. It isllocated
in the Walsh School of Foreign Service, which is the S5School of
International Affairs.

Q. What is the name of this center?

A Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian
Understanding. That name, by the way, only came into play
three years ago when the Center received a substantial
endowment. Prior to that it was simply called the Center for
Muslim-Christian Understanding.

Q. S0 who did it received an endowment from?

A. From Prince Alwaleed bin Talal, who I believe is the

wealthiest businessman in the Arab worlid.

0. And are there other centers that this prince has also
started?
A. Yes. The Prince created two centers after 9/11 in the

Arab world at the American University of Beirut and the
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American University of Cairc, because he was concerned that
Arabs should know more about Americans. 3o he funded two
centers in American studies.

And then he three years ago gave funding to Georgetown
and to Harvard, and most recently in the U.K. to Cambridge

University in England and Edinburgh University in Scotland.

Q. So he funded z center that was already in existence in
Georgetown. Is that correct?

A, Yes.

0. Okay. Do you know if Prince Alwaleed is a practicing
Muslim?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, have you -- Do you do any consulting work?

A. Yes. I have -- In my career and to teday I consult with

both U.S. government agencies as well as governments in Europe
and Asia.

Q. And I am going to ask you a little more specific, but can
you just list some of the U.S. government agencies that you
have consulted with?

A. State Department, Central Intelligence Agency, Homeliand
Security, FBI, Pentagon; and then also with separate military
organizations; for example, the Marines. I briefed everybody
from General Schwarzkopf to more recently General Shinseki,
who was in charge of the Bmerican battle in Afghanistan after

95/11.
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Q. And what do you brief these pecple about?

A Basically a wide range of things, but clearly on Islam,
on the Muslim world, on specific countries, but very much
focused often on the issue of terrorism, global terrorism.
Many of the units —-- For example, the units at the Pentagon in
recent days that I have done consulting with tend to be units
that deal with counterterrorism. The same thing is true in
some of my briefings with let's say the FBI. It will often be
with their terrorism or counterterrcrism units.

Q. Have you ever done any briefing with the United States

Army War College?

i Yes. I have spoken there to senior officials.

Q. And have you done any consulting with the Joint Chiefs of
Staff?

A. I recently finished a piece that is -- was commissioned

by the head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to produce a little
book that will be given to the next president, and I worked
with several others an the chapter that dealt with the whole
gquestion of terrorism and the causes of terrorism.

Q. Have you ever consulted for the State Department or any
of our foreign embassies?

A Yes. I have consulted with State throughout the years,
both at mid level, at the intelligence level, at the level of
the Assistant Secretary and the Secretary of State.

Q. Does this consulting continue up to the present day?
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A, Yes.

Q. Do you know 1if any of your becoks are used by the United
States Military?

A. Yes. My books -- For example, several years ago —- In

fact, in the New York Times it was a Sunday sort of story

about the general who was put in charge cof Irag had all of the

senior officers read six books, and two oot of the six were my

books.
Q. Have you ever lectured in other countries?
A. Yeah, I speak all over the world--Europe, Middle East,

south Asia, scutheast Asia, China, Japan.

Q. Have you ever been to the West Bank?

A. Yes, multiple times.

Q. Have you been to Gaza?

A. Once, vyes.

Q. And are you able to read the Quran in Arabic?

A. Yes. In order to do my work, I have to be zbhle to do
that, yeah.

Q. Are there any associations that you are a member of or an
officer of?

A I have been -- I am in many associations, but I have been
president of the Middle East Studies Association, which is the
largest Middle East organization in the world of experts. The
American Council for the Study of Islamic Societies, the

United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, I was a member of
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the high level group which included people like ArchBishop
Tutu, former heads of government. I was just named last week

by the U.N. General Secretary as an ambassador for the

Alliance.
0. What is the Alliance of Civilizations?
A. The Alliance of Civilizations was an international group

put together really after 9$/131, and it brought tcgether
experts or prominent people from around the world. Some of
them weren't specific experts in the area. And it looked at
relations between the Islamic world and the West, and wound up
a bit of a kind of fact-finding. Then we developed a report.
But also in light of that report we also developed z set of
recommendations on major projects that would improve
relations, and we are now involved in operationalizing those
projects around the world.

Q. ind have you received any awards for your work?

L. Yeah. I am fortunate enough to have gotten quite & few,
but two would be the American Academy of Reiigions, the Martin
E. Marty award for religicn and the public understanding of
religion, and Pakistan's highest civilian award for my
contributions to the study of Islam and the Islamic world,
among others.

Q. Do you ever speak to organizations or religious groups?
A Yeah, throughout my career, but certainly in the last 10

or 20 years I speak to various Christian groups, both at
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national conventions and often in churches, in Protestant
churches, in churches. If it is a Catholic church, it is
usually in the basement, but -- I am sorry. I shouldn't have
gotten into that, but as a Catholic I had to. I have spoken
to major Jewish organizations, to certainly major Muslim
organizations.

Q. One of the organizations we have heard about in this case

is an organization called CAIR, the Council on

Emerican-Isiamic Relations. Have you spoken at any of their
events?
. Yes. I have spoken at a number of their events in

different parts of the country.

Q. and why do you -- have you agreed to speak for CAIR?

A. CAIR is a religiously-oriented group. You can tell from
its title. It has the Qord Islamic in there. &2And it is
concerned with issues of discrimination with regard to Muslims
in the workplace and in society. 2And I beiieve and am
concerned about issues of ethnic discrimination across the
board. So if an corganization is engaged in that work and if I
can if they invite me to speak, and that somehow is, you know,
is a positive for them in terms of pulling in an audience, I

am happy to do that.

Q. Do you consider CAIR a mainstream organization?
A. Yes. I do this, I should mention, for a number of
groups. I have done it for major Jewish organizations, tco.
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Q. And by the way, are you bheing paild for your time for the
work you do on this case?

A. Yes, I am.

Q. Now, one last area to cover before we get into the
details. Have you ever studied the Muslim Brotherhood?

A. Yes, 1 have; for many years.

Q. And we are going to get into more detail later, but can
you generally tell us what the Muslim Brotherhood is?

A The Muslim Brotherhood is a religiously-oriented
organization. It began as a social movement, but it has also
been invoived in politics. And it was established in the late
'20s and into the '30s as both a way —— a movement that was to
revitalize the society religiously as well as in opposition to
a British celonial influence and domination. So it had that
kind of political slash -- you know, political resistance
movement; but primarily established as a social movement.

Q. And we will talk zsbout it more later, but have you taught
any courses about the Muslim Brotherhood?

L. Yes, very often. The Muslim Brotherhood is very much a
part of both my -— many of the courses I teach, such as the
one I am teaching now on Islam and glcocbal terrorism, as well
as courses that I teach on mainstream Islamic Movements and
Islam in general.

Q. And have you written about the Muslim Brotherhood?

aA. Yes, quite extensively.
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Q. And we will get into this later, but have you actually
met members of the Muslim Brotherhood?
A. In order to —-— In general to be an expert on a group, you
need to, and I have met and known leaders of the Muslim
Brotherheood in Egypt, in Sudan, in Jordan, and other places
over the years and interviewed them.

MS. HOLLANDER: Your Honer, at this time I move
Doctor Esposito as an expert in Islam and the Muslim
Brotherhood.

THE COURT: Mr. Jacks, any objection?

MR. JACKS: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And he is accepted as an expert in those
areas.

MS. HOLLANDER: Thank you, Your Honorx.
Q. {(BY MS. HOLLANDER) Now, Doctor Esposito, remember to ftry
to speak a little more slowly. You are kind of a fast
speaker.

Let me start by asking you to tell us and tell the jury,
what does -- This is kind of a two-part question, but I think
it goes together. Can you tell us what the word Islam means,
and can you briefly describe the basic tenants cf the
religion?

A. Islam, the word Islam in its root means two things: One,
submission, submission to God, to follow God, to follow God's

will; and two, peace. If you lcok at the word I-S-L-A-M, the
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route is 5-L-M. From that comes salam, peace, as alsec in
Hebrew you have shalom. So it is the notion that if you
follow God that will also bring peace to yourself.

All Muslims, however different they are, and Muslims are
very -— can be sort of very diverse in terms of groups and
orientation, but all share in common five basic beliefs or
practices. The first is, if you will, the creed; the
confession of faith--there is no God but the God, the one true
God. And Muhammad is the messenger or prophet of God.

Q. Is that called the Shahada?

A. That is the Shahada. To bear witness, that is what the
word means--Shahada; to witness that there is only one true
God.

The second is prayer five times a day, from early morning

through nighttime.

Q. Now, are those pravers al specific times, cr are

there prayers —-

A. They are specific times. 2&And to the extent that a Muslim
can, they will pray at exactly that period of time. That is
why it is not uncommon for Muslims, if they can, to in a
workplace to look for a place to go and pray, or if you are
overseas in the Muslim world, people will stop their work and
pray where they are or go to a mosque. So it is five times a
day.

And then another pillar would be the fast of Ramadan,
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which is for one month every year. From sunrise to sunset, no
food, no drink, no sex, no smoking.

Q. What 1s the purpose of that?

L. It is two-fold. One is a kind of discipline. Tt is like
fasting in many religious traditions, a form of asceticism.
But also, as in fasting in religious traditions, it is a
period of time for one to spend more reflectively. And so the
month of Ramadan is, for example, a time when families often
come together. And it is a time to reflect on your religion,
your life.

It is also a time when Muslims in general -- It is
probably the most common time when Muslims fulfill another of
the obligations, which is alms giving or zakat.

Q. Alms?

b, Aims giving, A-L-M-S5. My Brooklyn accent, yeah.

. We lost the L.

A. Yeah, I know. Alms. It is akin to tithing. It is a 2.5
percent wealth tax. So it is not just an income tax. A
Muslim is expected to give 2.5 percent of their wealth every
year to the less fortunate members of their community. So
fhat is the fourth pillar. While that can be done at almost
any time in the year, in general Ramadan is a time to do this.

And then the final pillar, which is the pilgrimage to
Mecca, the Hajj, and that is an obligation on al Muslims who

have the health and money to geo at least once in their
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lifetime. Some go very often if they can do it. So there are
five basic, if you will, practices.
Q. And we have seen some people who have the name Hajj. 1Is
that a name or is it an honozx?
A. It is an honorific term often. Someones who goes on the
Hajj will often put the term Hajji in front of their name.
But also, as you can imagine, because Hajj is such an
important thing, some people simply are given the name Hajj by
their parents. -
Q. Now, does Islam have any relation or relationship to
Christianity or Judaism?
A. It does. And that was probably the reason why I
determined ultimately to study Islam. I was raised to think
of a Judec—-Christian tradition, and that groups like Islam
were with Hindus and Buddhists.

And I disceovered in my studies that in fact there is a
Judeo~-Christian Islamic tradition-~-that is, that Muslims

believe that they worship the God of Abraham, Moses, and

Jesus, they reccgnize the revelations tc Moses and Jesus,

Moses and Jesus are -- And the great biblical prophets are
often Muslim names. For example I have a friend who has two
boys. ©One is named Mousa--Mcses; the other Issa--Jesus. A&And

in the Quran the biblical prophets are there.
2nd one of the things I find notable as a Catholic and as

a Christian i1s the extent to the role that Jesus plays in the
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Quran. In particular, Mary, the Virgin Mary, she appears more
in the Quran than she does in the New TestamentSo there is an
integral relationship. What they share in common is a view
that there is one true Ged, that God sends prophets and has
sent his revelation. That moral responsibility is important;
that you are morally responsible in this life, and that there
are consequences for your actions if you are moral or
immoral--if you will, heaven hell, death and judgment.

Q. Does the word Muslim mean anything particular? We know
that people who are members of this religion are called
Muslims. Does that word mean something --

A. Muslim -~ Actually, again if you just break the word out,
5-L-M or 5-L~-I-M, you have M-U-5-1L-I-M. Musiim is one who

follews Islam, one who submits. So that is what the term

Muslim means. Sometimes also rendered as Moslem when it is
transliterated.
Q. And we have heard the term Allah. What does that mean?

i Bllah is the Arabic term for God. Allah simply means
literally the God, and it is Arabic -- the Arabic term which
means that for both Muslims and for Christians Allah would be
-— For Arab, a Muslim and Christians, Allah would be the term
for God.

It is a 1little bit akin to, for example, until 20 or 30
years ago Roman Catholics used the Latin term Deus for God.

It simply was the Latin word for God. It didn't mean that
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Deus was God's proper name. So Allah means Geod or the God.
o. Now, sticking to terms, one of the other terms that you
have mentioned that we have heard a great deal of in this
case, and you said is one of the five pillars of Islam, is
zakat. And can you tell us what zakat really means? Is it
more than what you just said about tithing?

A. Zakat -- Built into zakat -- A major focus in the Quran
as, by the way, alsoc exists in the old and New Testament but a
major focus is on the issue of social justice, and
particularly concerned about certain classes of people--the
poor, the needy, orphans, and widows in particular. And zakat
basically says to believers, "You are stewards in terms of
creation, and so what you have comes from God and you have an
obligation, to the extent that you can, to take care of those
members of your community that are poor, in need, that are
widows or orphans, or are students and can't zfford to go to
university, so this is part of your obligation. You need to,
you should every year take that percentage of your wealth and
distribute that."

Q. Do Muslims ever give zakat to non-Muslims?

A. Historically the purpose of zakat, and of giving within
the Muslim community, as occurred historically in most
religious communities in terms of Jews and Catholics as well,
is that, you know, with tithing, is that the money was to

suppoert members of your community, and that continues to be
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the case.

However, in more recent times you also find, for example,
organizations that are funded by zakat, zakat donations
responding te international events. We saw this with, for

example, Katrina relief, and we have seen it in other

instances.
0. Is this part of the process of acculturation?
A, Yes, I would say that this is true. I have -- Actually

we did a book ioocking at Judaism, Christianity, and Islam in
the United States, and what vou sese is the way in which
religious groups when they caome tend to be very concerned
about obviously their community, and then that gets broadened.

MR. JACKS: I am going to object on grounds of
relevancy. 1 submit this is very far afield from where we
are.

THE COURT: Well, this is background information,
and you may spend some time on it.

MS. HOLLANDER: I am moving on, Your Honoxr, but we
have had -- This relates to an issue in this case, giving --

THE COURT: That is fine. I have said you can spend
some time. Go ahead.

MS. HOLLANDER: Thank you.
Q. (BY MS. HOLLANDER) I need to ask you -- You mentioned
orphans and widows, and let me break that down a little bit.

Does Islam as a religion have & definition, or are there
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definitions of orphans that might be different than what we
are used to, which is a child who has lost both parents?

A. You have the basic definition of an orphan who has lost
-— a child who has lost both parents. But also if you have a
child who has lost a father, bhecause this institution grows
out of a patriarchal society in which —--

Q. What do you mean by a patriarchal society?

A. It is a male-dominated society, and, therefore, the
notion is that men are responsible for supporting the women
and children in the family. 5o if, for example, a father dies
in a car accident or is killed in a conflict, his death is
seen as creating a situation in which his wife obviously is a
widow and his children are seen as orphaned. Their economic
base has been taken away from them.

0. Are orphans particularly important in Islam for a
particular religlous reason?

A. I think they are, for two reascns. One, the Quran is so
concerned with orphans. 2&nd also i1t is important to remember
that thé prophet Muhammad was an orphan. So part of the
tradition deals with, from the very earliest time, both
Muhammad being an orphan, Muhammad's concern about orphans,
and so it is very much integrated, not only in terms of
Muslims' sacred scripture, but also in terms of, if you wiil,
history and culture.

Q. and you mentioned that widows are particularly important.
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Is there a religious reason for that?

A. Yeah, I think there are & couple of reasons. Adgain, the
Quran emphasizes the question of widows. This was important,
for example, even historically, and it is reflected in the
Quran in that in the early Muslim community when Muslims were
in contact with the Meccans, which the Meccans were the ruling
group in that area, and they were in cenflict, and as a result
there was warfare, and so there were a lot of widows created.
So there was a concern there. BAnd alsc the Prophet's first
wife was a widow. 8o both in terms of scripture and, if you
will, Islamic tradition, concern for widows has always been a
major area.

Q. Now, one of the other terms -- Your task here is defining
some terms for us. One of the other terms that we have heard
a great deal about is martyr. And I want you to explain to us
whether martyrs have any particular significance in this
religion.

A. Martyrdom is -- Yes. I mean, I would consider martyrdom
as playing a very important role in the history of Islam, as
it did in the history of Christianity.

A martyr is one who witnesses -~ The term for martyr is
shahid. It comes from the same term root as the confession of
faith, the Shahada--there is no God but God. So a martyr is
one who bears witness to one's faith, and is someone who winds

up giving his or her life for one's faith or one's community.
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Q. Now, in your study, do you know or do you have an opinion
as to what Palestinians particularly mean when they use the
term martyr?

A, The term martyr as it 1s used amcng Palestinians is
actually used very broadly. And this has been true for
Muslims in recent decades. 1In other words, it winds up being
used of aznyone who struggles in a good fight and winds up
giving up their life. So it will be used of Palestinian
Muslims, as well as Palestinian Christians, that they were
martyrs. And it will be used by religicus faolk or religious
people who were associated with religious organizations, but

also by people who belong to secular organizations.

0. Can it incliude suicide bombers?

L. It can.

Q. Or other --

A. It has -- Yes. There is a debate within Islam and among

religious scholars about that gquestion, but certainly there

are some religious scholars who would include a suicide

bombing.

Q. Now, 1is —-

A. Suicide bombers. Sorry.

Q. Or more generally, people who commit terrorist acts?
A, Yes.

Q. Is suicide permitted in the religion in Islam?

A. Historically in Islam, a5 in Christianity, suicide is
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forbidden and it is -- It is just absolutely forbidden.

Q. So how do religious leaders come to the cenclusion that
someone who commits a violent act, and let's say suicide
bomber, can be a martyr?

A. What they in effect do is redefine the meaning of the
term. So what they say is that this isn't suilcide; that
suicide usually refers to somebody who has given up on life,
given up on God, sees life as meaningless, and so it is a kind
of self-destructive act. But instead; they define what these
peocple, these suicide bombers, are doing as an act of
self-sacrifice, and argue that these are people who are dying
for something--they are dying for a just cause, they are dying
to free their peoplé from occupation, et cetera. And so they
spin it that way.

But again, I would underscore that you have a rigorous
debate and disagreement among religious scholars over this
nction.

0. So in your research involving Muslims, have you found
those who are on both sides of the issue of whether one can
consider a suicide bomber a martyr?

A. You have major religious leaders, for example, in Saudi

Arabia saying suicide is suicide and suicide bombing is

suicide.
Q. Meaning?
A. It is not accepted. It says that there is no
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justification; that suicide bombing is an act of suicide and
suicide iz forbidden in Islam; and you have other religious
leaders, some in Egypt and other places, and in the U.K.

On the other hand, you have some religious leaders who
say that suicide bombing is wrong and acts of terrorism are
wrong, but that suicide bombing in Israel is legitimate, and
then they give an argument for why this exception.

Q. And we are going to talk about that in a few minutes.
Let me ask you first, though, if you can define another word
that we have heard a lot of in this case, and that is jihad.
And tell us -- Start by telling us -- I assume that is an

Arabic word.

A. Yep.
Q. What the definition would be.
A. Yeah. Jihad occurs multiple times in the Quran, and so

if you are looking for its sort of primary reference point, in
the Quran you have the phrase jihad fi sabil Allah.

Q. Slow down a —-—

A. Fi, F-I, sabil, 5~A-B-1I-1, Allah, A-L-L-A-H. So jihad fi
sahil Allah.

Q. And that means?

AL To struggle in the path of God. 1Its basic meaning is the
struggle that all believers have to lead a good life; that it
is a struggle to do geood, to lead a moral life, to do what one

should be doing.
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Jihad historically in Islam has had multiple meanings, so
it means to struggle, to lead a good life, a moral life. Tt
also can mean the struggle if one is attacked or one's
religion is attacked, to defend ones self-against attack; so,
if you will, defensive warfare, fighting in what we in Western
civilization call a just war.

But the term jihad has also been used in highjacking by
terrorists for offensive wars or acts of terrorism. 2&nd it
has also been appropriated historically by some Muslim rulers
to legitimate their wars of expansion. 5o instead of arguing
and saying, you know, "We are going out and I want you to
conquer people,”™ they will say, "We are defending," you know,
"and spreading Islam,"” when in fact they were spreading the
Islamic empire, and so they would justify, if you will, wars
of imperialism. And, of course, you can see that right down
to Saddam Hussein at times.

0. Now, Matthew Levitt, Doctor Levitt testified in this
case, and he has written a book about Hamas. And in that book
he on page 9 relied on you for his definition of jihad stating
that, and I quote, "According to John Esposito, a leading
scholar on Islam" -- I assume you agree with him.

k. In all humility, I always agree with people that say nice
things about me.

Q. He says, "According te John Esposito, a leading scholar

on Islam, jihad can refer to"--and this is a quote from you,
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and I want you to confirm whether this is accurate--"fighting
injustice and oppression, spreading and defending Islam, and
creating a just society threough preaching, teaching, and, if
necessary, armed struggle or holy war."

A. Exactly. I have written and said that kind of thing
often, and I think that is a very =-- It is a comprehensive
definition of jihad in terms of ali of the different aspects
that it has.

Q. Is jihad connected to holy war in the Quran?

A. No, it is not used for holy war in the Quran. It is also
not used -- For example, it is not used as the equivalent of
the word killing. The Quran has its own -- When the word
killing is used, it is usually a word like Qital, Q-I-T-A-L,
so it is not used in that sense there either.

The kind of —-- The meaning of holy war comes after the
fact; you know, Jjust as, for example, the notion of holy war
in Christianity, while it exists, is not to be found in the
New Testament.

Q. So is it fair to say that in order to undersitand what is
meant when someone says Jjihad, you have to know the context?
MR. JACKS: Object to the leading.
THE COURT: Do you want to rephrase, counsel?
Q. {BY M5. HOLLANDER) How can you determine whether someone
—- how someone is using the term jihad?

A. ¥You have to know, if you will, the person and the
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context; you know, who said it, when, where, in what context
to what purpeose. If I can give you an example.
MR. JACKS: Object to non-responsive, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Overruled. Go ahead.
0. (BY M3. HOLLANDER) Go ahead.
A, When I was a young professor, I had a lunch with a
Palestinian professor, and I talked about the fact that I was
being asked -- In those days it was not that common for
American academics to consult with the State Department or
government agencies. And I said I was a little bit concerned.
I was delighted to do it, but 1 was concerned that academics
didn't do it, and how would people see it.

And we were having lunch in the Faculty Club at Temple
University, and he said out loud, because it was just common
language, he said, "Well, if you really believe in this and
this is important to America and your country,” he said, "That
is your Jjihad," meaning "That is your struggle.” And so you
have tc know the context in which he was telling me to engage
in jihad.

Q. And what about economic jihad? 1Is that a term that you
are familiar with?

BA. In modern times in particular, any kind of struggle, for
example, socially or economically, will be identified. If it
is to improve a neighborhood, somebody will use the phrase

social jihad, social welfare. Economic jihad, yes; to support
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those who are struggling in the community in a variety of
ways, or struggling globally.
Q. Could it also mean -- In other words, by struggling

globally, do you mean struggling --

A. Economic jihad --
Q. L,et me ask you what you mean.
L. Economic jihad could mean give money to people who are

not only here, but let's say overseas, who are poor, who are
destitute; or give money to support a political struggle
overseas, you know, support the Chechnians or the Bosnians,

but economically, and so it can be referred to as an economic

jihad.

Q. So that, too, would it depend on the context?

A. Yep. Yes.

Q. And Mujahidin, the word that I always mispronounce that

you will correct me, what does that term mean?
A. Mujahideen again means as with Muslim, one who, the M-U.
50 Mujahid, M-U and then J-A-H-I-D-I-N, one who struggles,
Mujahidin; one who struggles in the path of God.

In the situation of armed conflict, as the Afghan/Soviet
War, the Mujahidin were those who struggled sgainst the
Soviets and fought against the Soviets. So again, it is a
generic term that can be used for freedom fighter as well as
used by a terrorist to refer to themselves.

Q. So again do you have to know the context?
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A, Yes.
0. Earlier in this trial we saw a news repori --

MS. HOLLANDER: B2And it might be easiest just to
bring it up. It is HLF Search Ne. 109. And it is at page
140.

Q. (BY M5. HOLLANDER) And this will appear on your screen
there, and then I will ask you & guestion.
A. Yeah.

MS. HOLLANDER: Actually can we-go back and see if
we can find a date?

THE WITNESS: Ckay. I see the date, 1881.

Q. {BY MS. HOLLANDER} 1981. 0Okay. B&nd I will ask you some
questions about UASR in a moment.

MS5. HOLLANDER: But for now let's look again at

page 140.

THE WITNESS: Yeah.
0. {BY MS. HOLLANDER) And this was an interview in 1991
with Sheikh Yassin. And you know who he is. Correct?
A. Yes; the founder of Hamas.
Q. OCkay. And the part that the Government pointed out was
where it says -- he was asked, "What is the name of the

military wing?" And he was referring to Hamas. And his
answer was, "The Palestinian Mujahideen." Correct? Do you
see that?

A, Yes.
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Q. Now, would that be —-- The use of the term Palestinian
Mujahideen, would that be -- in your opinion, is the only
definition of that the Hamas military wing?

A. That would be & generic definition in the sense that you
would refer to, for example, the Bosnian Mujahideen, those in
Bosnia who were fighting. Or you could refer to the Chechnian
Mujahideen. So it would be referring to those who are
struggling —-- in a struggle or & fight. It could refer to any
Palestinian who was engaging in that fight, whether they were
membars of Hamas or not.

Q. Have you ever seen that term used by any of the other
political organizaticns, like Fatah or -~

A. Yes. In fact, if you look in the last few years in
particular, the last, I don't know, seven or eight years, it
is kind of interesting that the Palestinian National
Authoriﬁy, which is secular, wound up appropriating terms like
jihad, shahid, martyr, and Mujahideen freedom fighters for
themselves as well, even though they were supposedly a secular
group fighting for a secular cause. 5o it is the generic
sense that these people are freedom fighters or strugglers.

Q. When you say that they appropriated the term, do you mean
that they --

A. Use it. They often use it. Because it shows that from
points -- Within a religiously oriented society, if you want

to legitimate even more what you are doing or mobilize
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support, even the secular forces realize that this lends more
weight.

Q. And one of the other terms that we have heard is the term
Islamist. Can yocu define what that term means?

A, An Islamist is one who is Islamically-oriented,
religiously criented, and it usually is used for people who
are engaged in social movements or political movements and are
motivated not only by their patriotism or their nationalism,
but see themselves as doing it because they are religious
folk.

And you can have mainstream activists or Islamists or
movements. These are people who function within society, run
social services and a whole lot of things, you know, analogous
to Salvation Army, et cetera, or you can have extremists,
violent terrorists -- well, terrorists.

Q. Can you compare this to anything we know in Christianity?
h. Well, I think that, you know, historically, you for
example look at —-- In America you have varieties of social
organizations, and you have both secular and religious, let's
say Christians or Jews, who will give money for building
schools and hospitals, et cetera.

But religiously-oriented people, some of them, will
establish organizations that are not simply secular but are —-
have a religious name to it and religiously inspired because

they are religiocus. BAnd so you will then have social services
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and the hospitals they create will have a religicus name to
it, 5t. Jude's, Beth Israel, or one could have Makaset if you
were dealing, you know, in a Muslim context. So I think that
that would be the equivalent.

And today you see it, for example, both here in the
United States and overseas in many place where is you have a
variety of both Muslim and Christian groups, evangelical
groups in particular, that are more and more visible in the
Muslim world who engage in these kinds of activities.

0. Now, another word we have heard throughout this case that
was translated from the Arabic was the word that translated
into the word front. For example, we heard the Islamic Action
Front of Jordan. We have heard about the American Front, the
European and Canadian Front. Do you have any idea what this
word was in Arabic and what this means?

A, One of the terms that is used, Arabic terms, is Jabhat.
If you look at the Islamic Action Front of Jordan, it is the
political party or political wing of the Muslim Brotherhocd.
And when you are translating a word--this is true in any
language--into let's say English, trying to find the precise
meaning is often difficult. It can have multiple meanings.
This particular term could be equivalent, would be
organization, or it cculd mean kind of an umbrella group cor
coalition.

For example, in Algeria a major Islamic movement there
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was the Islamic Salvation Front. ©Now, that sounds like one
group, but the term there, front, meant an umbrella group that
included, other Islamic groups, or even Jjust other
Islamically-oriented individuals. So the term front in this
context simply means something like organization, association,
or coalition.

Q. And the word sheikh we have heard this term a great deal.
What does that mean?

A. Sheikh is a very generic name. It is used of religious
leaders; Sheikh Yassin, we have heard his name already. But
it also is an honorific term. So, for example in the Arab
world -- Let's say in the Gulf, in Saudi Arabia or one of
those countries, z cabinet minister might be called Sheikh.

It is sort of honorific. Or a student who is & Muslim student

might say of his teacher, whether Muslim or not, sometimes I

will have a student say, "You are my sheikh.”™ Sco it is an
honorific term. "You are my" --

Q. Teacher?

A. Teacher. Or "You are somebody who I would follow."
Q. And is it also sometimes just part of someone's name?
A. Yes. You can have somebody who actually just has the

name like Sheikh Ali so and so, and there sheikh can be the
eguivalent of a first name.
Q. And actually jihad can alsc be a name. Is that true?

A. Yes. It i1s -- It can be a first name or a last name.
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Q. Now, we have seen a let of videos where people in
response to fundraising, for example, will shout the word
takbir or shout Allah akbar. What -- Start with takbir. What

does that mean?

A. Takbir, the best way to understand the meaning of takbir
is -- It is 1like saying =-- In many traditional
audiences —-- For example, years ago in this country, when vou

would be speaking to an Arab immigrant audience, you wouldn't
have applause at the end of the talk. That is a very Western
phenomenon. So if I were giving a talk and my wife were
coming to it, I would say, "Don't be nervous if you don't hear
any applause. It doesn't mean I am a failure." You would
hear dead silence. But if you did well, somebody might say
takbir. It is almost like saying, "That's great." BAnd then
somebody would say, "Allahu akbar"--God is most great.

And Allghu azkbkar, therefeore, is a term -- It is -— To say
"God is most great"” is so generic that it means it can be used
in almest any context; i.e., if something good happens to you,
you attribute it to God. But it can also be used as a battle
cry, as it was by the —- Sorry. By the Afghan mujahideen
against the Soviet Union. It would be A battle cry as one
went into war--God is most great; sort of like dying for God
and country. It can also be used by terrorists to mobilize
people.

Q. So again —-
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A. it is an affirmation that God is the greatest thing in
the world, that God controls cur destiny.

Q. So again, does one have to know the context?

A. You always have to know the context with any such terms.
It is a little bit like when the Crusades were called for and
the Pope said, "God wills it,” you have to know the context in
terms of what were they going to do in terms of what God
willed.

Q. Now, we have also heard a lot of Arabic names in the
course of this case, and one of the things that we have
learned is there is something called an Abu name. And what is
an Abu name?

A, Abu means the father of so and so, of a person; yocu know,
usually of the son. B2And so, for example, in an Arsb village
when I first lived in Lebanon, a man and wife, the mother
would be called Um -- if the son's name was Nabil, Um Nabil,
the mother of Nabil, and the father would be called Abu, the
father of, Nabil. And in the wvillage, that would be the way
in which people would identify them once you had a scon, rather
than calling you by your given sort of first name.

Q. Has Abu, A-B-U or A-B-0-U, we have seen it spelled both
ways, also become parts of last names?

A. Yes., As with a lot of these terms, they can then become
simply appropriated as part of a last name. It almost looks

like a hyphenated name, Abu so and so.
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Q. And if you wanied to distinguish between whether you --
in English whether you were referring to someone by the kind

of informal father of or somebody's last name, how would you

do that?
A. If I were in court, for example, in the United States —--
it all depends on the country. 1In terms of our custom, you

would wind up staying, you know, Mr. Abu Khalil, for example.
We would use the phrase mister.

Q. Have you ever been to a zakat committee in the West Bank?
A. No, not to my knowledge. What I mean by that is that I
have done interviews and gone to organizations, but I don't
remember any of them being a zakat committee.

Q. So you are not claiming any expertise in how the zakat
committees run or who controls them.

FL Correct. I have no firsthand experience. I have just
read ahout them.

Q. Now, Docteor Levitt testified in this trial about zakat

committees. And I take it you have read his book.

h. Yes, I have.
Q. Would you rely on what he says about zakat committees?
A. I think that, as with any book, there are parts of it

that I find acceptable and parts that I don't. But it is a
little bit difficult -- The book, both on my part and also
with some other reviewers, has come in for some criticism.

And part of it, from my point of view, is somebody who works
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in certain areas as an expert, is the methodology employed.

Q. Well, he testified that he didn't see any reason to go to
a zakat committee, and that he had only interviewed twc Hamas
prisoners. In your opinion, is that -- Somecne who has never
been to a zakat committee, would you rely aon him as an expert?
A I think if you are writing about something in the past,
that existed in the past, let's say 100 years ago, then
obviously then your scholarship is you go back and you just
look at text of what scomebody else wrote. But if you an
expert on a contemporary phenomenon, I think that your
expertise suffers enormously if you haven't had firsthand
experience.

If nothing else, the problem you have into is i1f you
don't have firsthand experience, then you are reading what
other people say, and 1f they disagree how do¢ you make the
judgment that you have toc make as an author or expert on who
is right, if you have got one person in their book saying one
thing, another person in the other book saying the other
thing? So it affects your, you know, your credibility.

Q. Now, Doctor Levitt has also testified and written about
the Muslim Brotherhood. Do you agree with what he has said
abocut the Muslim Brotherhood?

A. It would depend on what that was. I mean, I couldn't say
that I would disagree with everything that he said about the

Muslim Brotherhood.
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Q. Well, let me ask you specificaliy. In your opinion of
the Muslim Brotherhcod -- Now, you have menticned earlier —-
Let me go back a little bit. Yeou mentioned earlier you
interviewed members of the Muslim Brotherhood. Can you tell
us who you have interviewed --

A. I have interviewed most =-- The head of, for example, the
Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood would be called the guide. I have
interviewed the heads of the Muslim Brotherhood, some of the

leadership and some of the younger members of the Muslim

Brotherhood.
Q. In other countries?
A. In Egypt, in Jordan, in Israel, Palestine, in Sudan,

ameng other places.

Q. In your opinion, is there a central -- kind of a central
Muslim Brotherhood that has chapters in all these countries?
A. I think that the best way to see the Muslim Brotherhood
is as an organization which began in Egypt and then was spread
to other countries and was emulated. But these organizations
now in Sudan and Jordan are very much the Jordanian Muslim
Brotherhood, the Sudanese Muslim Brotherhood.

Do these people stay in contact with each other? Yes.
Would they, you know, meet from time to time? Yes. But it is
not as 1f there is kind of & central organization with a CEO,
the egquivalent c¢f a CEO, who would have the power to, for

example, give commands to people outside that area, you know.
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One could give advice, but not commands.

So, for example, the guide of the Egyptian Muslim
Brotherhood, since it was, if you will, the mother ship, you
know, would certainly be somebody who has a voice, but the
Jordanian Muslim Brotherhood would not necessarily feel that
it had to follow.

And there is & historical example of this. When the
Muslim Brotherhood spread to the Sudan, the Sudan is right
next to Egypt. The Egyptian Muslim Breothers felt they would
be in command. And in fact the Sudanese Muslim Brotherhood
ultimately basically said, "We are Sudanese. We have our own
leadership." So in a sense, you know, "Yes, we have a certain
kind of brotherhood relationship, but it is cur own
operation." I think that is the way I would put it.

Q. The Government introduced a document that was found at
Mr. Elbarasse's house that talked about the international
Muslim Brotherhood directing branches to form Palestine
committees.

In your opinion, could the internaticnal -~ Is there an
international Muslim Brotherhood that could direct other
Muslim Brotherhoods?

A I guess I have both a guestion and answer. The guestion
would be, you know, who said that? What is the authcrity of
that statement? But in terms of the gquestion that you asked

me, I would say no. I wouldn't agree with that statement or
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the conclusion in that statement.
Q. And we have also heard in this case —-- There is a
document the Government introduced that was a document -- Let
me just put it up.

MS. HOLLANDER: It is Elbarasse Neo. 3, and it is
page ~- Start with the -- Put up the first page of the Arabic

and then we will go from there.

Q. (BY MS. HOLLANDER) . This has a date on it. Can you read
the date?

A. I can see it here, yeah.

Q. 19917

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And is there an author on that page? Do you see

an author anywhere?
A. It is kind of fuzzy here.

MS. HOLLANDER: Let's go to the first page cof the
English, because the English is easier to see.
Q. (BY M5. HOLLANDER) Do you see an author anywhere? I
don't believe there is an author to this document.
A. No.

MS. HOLLANDER: Go to page 21, please, of the
document. And if you highlight No. 4, paragraph No. 4.
0. (BY MS. HOLLANDER) This statement, this unauthored
statement from 19581, in essence says that the Muslim

Brotherhood wants to overthrow Western governments. You can
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read that statement.

A. Yeah.

Q. And let me ask you a guestion about that. In your
opinion, is that a valid stance that you have ever seen the
Muslim Brotherhood take in any country?

A, No. If I read that statement I would say it was clearly
made by a -—- If it is authentic, it would be made by a radical
or terrorist organization. That is not something that I would
associate with the Muslim Brotherhood.

Q. Is the Muslim Brotherhoed a violent organization?

A. Historically -- It depends on which Muslim Brotherhood we
are talking about. But, for example, in Egypt in the last, I
den't know, 20 or 30 years, the Muslim Brotherhood has
functions within society socially as well as politically. It
has been elected to office. Despite at times strong acts of
repression, documented by international organizations as well
as our State Department, they have not responded violently.

In Jordan the Muslim Brotherhood has historically worked
within the Kingdom and with the King and participated in the
political system, as if you will, quote unquote, often a loyal
ocpposition. Sc in those countries --

The Sudanese Muslim Brotherhood, it is a different story.
It depends on what period of history; particularly in terms of
the Sudan in opposition both working with the government as

well as in opposition to the government, and at times they

Shawn M. McRocberts, RMR, CRR
FFederal Official Court Reporter




10

11

iz2

i3

14

i5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

have been involved in conflict.

Q. But this particular statement is not one you have ever
seen in relation --

L. No. I mean, if it is -- As I said, if it is authentic,
it would represent, it would seem to me, a terrorist comment,
an individual or a group. It wouldn't represent a Muslim
Brotherhood -- You wouldn't guess that it was a Muslim
Brotherhood statement.

Q. Are there —-

L. 2nd if you go to their website, by the way, you can
document that.

0. And what is the Muslim Brotherhood website?

o, It is -—- It has both an Arabic and an English website,
and you <an go on the website and they have most of their
major documents. And certainliy in terms of positions such as
this kind of position, I mean, you would see -- In other
words, vyou know, what is the agenda, what is its relationship,
what is its goals, you know, and you see an organization that
has developed over time and you have -- Many of their major
documents are there.

0. So this could be cone individual's position?

A. It could be one individual, or it could represent some
sort of radical group. But without knowing who the author is,
or really -—- It is hard to say.

Q. Now, do you know whether the Muslim Brotherhood still
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exists in the West Bank and Gaza independently from Hamas?

A. The Brotherhood exists, but it is much more nuanced than
it was--that is, much more ——- It is not as clear when you
approach it as, let's say, it would have been years ago. That
is, years ago you had a Muslim Brotherhood in Palestine. Then
Hamas was formed as, if you will, a kind of militia. Okay?
And you could clearly distinguish between the two.

In recent years, as Hamas has become a greater presence
and force within Gaza, and more regently has come into itself
politically, that kind of distinction has become far more
blurred. But clearly you would still have people within the
West Bank and Gaza who would see themselves as Muslim Brothers
but not necessarily as members of Hamas. Some might vote for
Hamas, the waylyou would vote -- prefer this peolitical leader
over another, but not necessarily be formal members of Hamas.
So I think one still has to distinguish. And there are also
now other Islamic groups as well.

0. One of the documents that the Gevernment showed us
was —— had a guote in it that said that "Given that all the

founders of Hamas were brethren, Hamas' structure borrowed

heavily from the Movement." And do you agree with that?

A. Yes. And that wouldn't be surprising. That would

be —-- Yeah.

Q. ind have you ever heard the Muslim Brotherhcood referred

to as the Movement? As the Islamic Movement?
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A. Yes. The phrase Islamic Movement is -- Again, if you
just think about the weords, it is a very generic term. So,
for example, one can say the Isiamic movement being global
Islam, and so the Islamic movement across the world. Or one
can say, if you know the context, in.Egypt and somebody says
in a certain context the Islamic Movement, they would be
referring to the Muslim Brotherhood. But it would depend on
which movement.

If you are in let's say Gaza, if you say in a context --
You would expect in a context that is predominantly, let's
say, Hamas, one might say the Islamic movement and mean Hamas.
On the other hand, one could be referring to other Islamic
movemenis there, smaller groups. You could be referring to
Islamic Jihad, Palestine Isiamic Jihad. 2&nd ycu have now what
are called Saslafi, S5-A-L-A-F-I, Jihadist Movements. 3o
depending on the context, one might be using the phrase the
Islamic Movement to refer to a specific movement, as coppcsed

to just this kind of generic sense of Islamic movements

globally.

Q. 50 again, vou would have to know the context?

AL Yes.

Q. In your opinion, is there any proof that the Muslim

Brotherhood wants tc overthrow governments or create an
Islamic state through violent jihad?

L. The proof actually runs directly against that. If you
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look historically of the track record of the Muslim
Brotherhood, not only its statements but what it does, in most
countries, certainly in Egypt, in Jordan, it participates
within government and within society, usually as a major
social movement. And when able to function in politics, when
governments have opened up and azlliowed free and fair
elections, which is not all that common in the Arab world,
then they will participate in government.
Q. And somewhere in the Government's case we heard the name
Moustafa al-Mansour as the head of the worldwide Muslim
Brotherhood. Have you ever heard of this person?
A. Never heard of this person as the head of the worldwide
Muslim Brotherhcod movement. There may be people who say that
or make that claim, but in my work I could not say, A, that
that kind of movement exists in the way that you are
describing it; and B, that this person has that authority. I
have never heard, for example, a major Muslim Brotherhood
leader referred to someone who is beyond them as the sort of
CEQ of the Movement.
Q. Now, I want to ask you about anocther document that the
Government has relied on.

MS. HOLLANDER: If you will pull up Ashgar Search
No. 5.
0. (BY MS. HOLLANDER) And this is a document that the jury

has seen a number of times that was taken from the home of --
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Actually photeographed in the home of Mr. Ashgar. And you can
see the date is 1993.

MS. HOLLANDER: And if you just go to the first page
of the Arabic, you can see this was originally an Arabic
document. And now if you go to page -- I believe it 1s page
14. This is the English, the rest of us who have to look at

it in English.

Q. (BY M3. HOLLANDER) Can you see that?

h. Yeah, I can see it.

Q. I want to ask you about this particular document. And it
is —- Again, we don't know too much about it except it says "A

suggested work paper on rearranging the frame of work on the
inside." BAnd we have been told in this case that the inside
refers to Palestine.

Now, this paper, if you look at the roles assigned to

each party -—-
4. Yes.
0. ~- has a role assigned to -— Do you see the role assigned

to the Muslim Brotherhood?

A. Yes.

Q. aAnd the role assigned to Hamas?

A. Yes.

0. Looking at the role assigned to the Muslim Brotherhood,

education, social, and charitable work, economic work, Dawa,

and financial affairs, is that consistent with what you know
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about what the Muslim Brotherhood does?
A. Yeah. That is -- Yes. And most experts would say -- 1
don't know anybody who would differ on that first section.
0. 2nd what is dawa?
A. Dawa, it means -- It 1s to spread the word of Islam or to
-— Dawa is like propagation of the faith. It is to help
Muslims become better Muslims, or to spread Islam to
non-Muslims. It is the call, the call to pecple--Dawa means
the call--the call to people to Islam.
Q. Okay.
MS. HOLLANDER: And let me refer you toc page 20.

0. (BY MS. HOLLANDER) And on this page it continues to tealk
about the social and charitable work. 2nd it says, "This work
is considered the Movement's pulse among the masses and its
banner in sclving theilr problems and alleviating their
worries, as the enemy does not provide even the least minimum
of services, and many of the families live in abject poverty
due to the absence of a dependable provider."”

Is that the kind of work you would see the Muslim
Brotherhcod doing?
A. Yeah.
Q. Is that a statement that would be consistent with
something you have seen in Musliim Brotherhood literature?
A. Yas.

Q. Now, you said that as a researcher you have met with
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members of the Muslim Brotherhood. And althcugh I am not
asking you to testify about Hamas, have you met with leaders

of Hamas also?

A. Yes.
Q. Is that something --
AL Not iots of leaders, because -- But I met with certainly,

for example, leaders of Hamas in Jordan guite a few years ago.
And I have run across leaders of Hamas in national -- one or
two international conferences, but not -- I have never met
with leaders of Hamas, for example, within Ga:za.
Q. Would you be willing to write about Hamas in Gaza, having
never met with the leaders in Gaza?
. Not —-- T would write about it in -- if I were writing,
you know, a general book, but not —-- If I were writing a
monograph as sort of an expert on Hamas, no.
Q. Just because you have met with these people, does that
mean anything about whether you support them or not?
A. No. When you do research --— You know, for example if you
are doing research on -- I know researchers who worked, let's
say, on the Vietnam war. And they might go and interview
generals and political leaders who they agreed with or not
agreed with. You go and interview the players to have
credibility.

You don't have much credibility in general if you -- For

example, when I speak to the military about Islamic Movements,

Shawn M. McRoberts, RMR, CRR
Federal Official Court Reporter




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

ig

20

21

22

23

24

25

52

if somebody in the audience at the end of my going on in this
sort of definitive way said, "Have you ever met a member of an
Islamic Movement, "™ and I say, "No," I know for a lot of them
they would be thinking, "Well, that is nice, but then, you
know, how do you know really what you are talking about? You
are just saying what they say when you read something that
they have said, or you are saying what other people say they
say but they don't mean.”

So when you do research, if you have got live people that
you are researching, or a movement, it is expected that you
will interview.

Q. Now, you have also —-- We have heard a great deal in this
case about a man named Qaradawi, Sheikh Qaradawi. And he
spoke at a fundraiser for HLF at one point. And I am going to
ask you some specific questions about him because he has come
up. But first, who is he? Do you know who he is?

A. Yeah. Yousef al-Qaradawl is a very, very prominent
Islamic scholar, leader, mufti, expert, who gives opinions
that people around the world would follow. Not only are they
in books, but, for example, you can go on his website or other
websites and see his opinions or Fatwas, or you can ask him a
guestion.

So he is very well-known throughout the Arab werld,
throughout the Muslim world, and in Muslim communities in

Europe and America. Not all Muslims would agree with him or
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follow him, but he is a very prominent religious leader.
0. We have heard some evidence in this case that he spoke in
favor of suicide bombers and the destruction of Israel. Have

you actually met with Qaradawi?

A. Yes, I have met Qaradawi.
Q. Is this correct, what we have heard?
A. Yes. I would gualify it a little from the way you just

phrased it. Qaradawi is somebody who would on the one hand
denounce acts of terrorism, and sco, for example, he denounced
the 9/11 attacks, and I believe in fact his first statement
was on 9/12, the day after the attacks. In general he would
denounce suicide bombing.

But when it comes to suicide bombing in Palestine, he
has, since probabkly the mid 1990s, been supportive of those
actions, and taken issue with Muslim religious leaders who
were not.

Q. S50 has he issued Fatwas that oppose suicide bombing in
other contexts?

A. Yes. He has issued Fatwas that opposed suicide bombing
in other contexts, and in fact issued a very prominent Fatwa,
along with American religious leaders and cothers, that
basically said to American Muslims in the military that they
could participate in the invasion of Iraq and in killing of
Muslims. So he has —— You have tc look at, again, what he

sald and what context he is talking about. There are
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different positions out there.

Q. Well, what is the justification, from your study of him,
for suicide bombers or terrorism in Israel?

A, He has justified -- His argument runs something like
this: That the situation in Palestine, that Palestine is a
war zone, and that Palestinians are people under occupation.
So he sees this as a war zone, peoplie under occupaticn. And
he sees, therefore, in that context that all Israelis are part
of the system. 1In fact, he would‘say that not only -- and do
Israelis serve in the military, but most Israelis are in the
reserve, et cetera. BAnd, therefore, he sees this as a war
zone in which fighting and killing is legitimate.

He also sees suicide bombers as people who are
sacrificing themselves against a superior military power;
people who den't have the military wherewithal, equipment, et
cetera, and, therefore, are using their bodies as a weapon
against military might. And, therefore, for him, the way he
would legitimate it is it is a sacrifice for a neblie and just
cause. That is the way he arques it.

Q. Now, part of -- One of his statements that we have heard,
and I believe it is also somewhere in the Hamas charter, is a
statement about Jews —- hiding behind trees and killing Jews.
Are you familiar with this?

AL Yes.

Q. With what I am talking about?
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A, Yeah.
Q. First of all, where does that come from historically?
A. The statement comes -- The context for the statement

would be two-fold: One, the relationship of Muslims in the
garly period, and this is reflected also in the Quran itself,
Lo Jews. On the one hand in the Quran, the Quran says that
Jews and Christians are people of the Boock.

Q. What does people of the Book --

A. Sorry. People that have a revelation from God. So the
Quran recognizes the revelation of the Torah to Moses and the
Gospels to Jesus. And so, therefore, the notion is Jews,
Christians, and Muslims, quote, we are all people of the Book.
So you see that in the Quran.

But what you also see in the Quran, and in fact —- and it
reflects early history that some Jewish tribes align
themselves--I am giving you the Quranic narative--align
themselves with the opposition; those who are oppressing the
Palestinians, the Meccans. Okay. So they were seen as the
enemy. And, therefore, those Jews were seen as enemy who were
to be fought, killed to the extent that they were threatening
the security, and -- well, fought and killed.

You then have reflected in a tradition that has come
down, a tradition that is -- of the Prophet, that is
attributed to the Prophet, you have a tradition that expresses

this same kind of conflictual situation, and that in this kind
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been aware of it. So basically it was actually a throw-away
line. It was just when you asked me how many Hamas leaders
have I known, I basically said I have only known or run into
or talked to several that I know of. That is what I am
saying-—-several that I know of.

0. All right. And now it is several. And just to follow up
on that statement, who are the several that you know of?

I told you before, I said that Ahmed Yousef would
have been one, and fhat -~ I probably spoke to two people in
Jordan who I knew were members of Hamas because it was called
the Hamas office. I think I said that twice before.

Q. Do you know —- Let me ask this first question. Have you
met Mousa Abu Marzook?

B. Neot that I am aware of. But I did see a picture of him
in some of the materials that were provided to me recently,
and in looking at his biography, his face looked familiar to
me. 8o I may have met him in Washington at a function, but I
don't remember having a specific conversation with him. But I
know that he did live in the U.S5., and I think he was in
Washington. We may have overlapped at a time in Washington,

but it is not clear to me.

Q. And you do know who he is. Correct?

a. Yeah,.

Q. And just for the sake of the record, who is he from you?
A. He is -- Today he is a Hamas leader who is reported to be
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