
IN T m  ED STATES DISTRlCT COURT 
FOR T m  DISTHCT OF MARYLAND 

UMTED STATES OF X C A  
s 

* Criminal No. NIJG-07-0418 
* 

aMa Saleem, 

SALZNL, &a Sonny 

Defendants 

* Conspiracy to Operate an Unlicensed 
* Money Transmission Businas, 
* 18 U.S.C. $5 371 and 1960(a); 
* Conspiraw to Launder Nlonetary 
* instruments, 18 U.S.C. $8 1956(h) 
* and 1956(a)(3)@); Crimiaal Forfeiture, 

18 u.s.e. 5 982 
* 
* 
* 

The Grand Jury for the District of Maryland charges t h a t  

A1 all times relevant to tlris Superseding Indictment: 

I .  , & / a  &him (hereinafier m D U L  RE, ) was born in 

Pzikistan and resided in Be!giii~i~ 

2. K A S m ,  a/Ma Saleem (hereinafter M9A-N KASmF). was 

horn i t ?  I'akis~an and resided in Jainaica. New York. 

3. JOZINDOE, alWaZulfi. whose tr~le identity remains unknown. resided in Brooklyn. 

4. JAIVIAL, alkla Laala. was born in Pakistar~ and resided in floiiis. New 



5. j was born in 

Pakistan and resided in Brooklyn. New Vork. 

6. ANWARPASm (hereinafter W PAS=) was horn 

in Pakistan and resided in Brooklyn, New York. 

7. AFZm S u m ,  N a  Zell. was born in Pakistan and resided in Brooklyn. New 

York. 

8. MO SAIIIM, alkla Sonny. was born in Bangladesh and resided in 

Paiterson. New Jersey. 

9. A '.hawala" was an inforinai inoney transfer system utilizing a network of persons 

andlor businesses to facilitate the transfer of monies across doinestic and international borders 

without reliarice iipon conventional hailking systems and regulations. Such transfers inviilved 

handing over inonies to an individrial in the United States, who. in turn. would arrange for the 

rquivalent amoillit of monies, mints commissions: to be paid back outside of the CJnited States to 

an individual. ori:nancial account, as designated by the person seeking to havecurrency transferred. 

10. Pursuant to Title 18: United States Code. Section 1960(b)(I ). it was illegal io conduct 

a lnoney transmission business without an appropriate state license in a State where such unlicensed 

operation was punishable as a misde~neanor o r  felony under State law. Pursuant to Title 12. 

Maryland Code Annotated. Financial Inslit~itions, Section 12-405: a person could engage within the 

Stale of Maryland in the business of receiving money for transmission to a location within oroutside 

of the United States if licensed to do so by the State, or if acting as an authorized delegate or agent 

of a State licensee. The same requirement applied in i l ~ e  State ofNew York; pursilant to New York 

Banking Law Article Xlll-B, Section 641. In Maryland, a person who violated or failed to co~nply 

-, 



witi? the Sicite-s iicensing requirement was guilty o f a  crime punishable as a i'eiony i~nder State iaw. 

pirrsiraiit to Titie 12. Maryland Code Annotated. Financial lnstitiitions, Sectii>n 12-430. 13ursuaiit 

to New York Bailking Law i t i c l e  XIII-B, Section 650. a person who violated or failed to comply 

with New York State's licensing requirement was guilty of a misdemeanor: ifthey were iiniicensed 

and knowingly condticted a single money transaction involving $1 01000 or more. tiley would be 

guilty of a feiony. None of the defendants named herein were licensed to coriduct a money 

transmissio!l business in the State of Maryiand or the State ofNew York, no]- were they at~thorized 

delegates or ngents of money transmitter licensees in the State of Maryland o r  the State of New 

York. 

11.  Afridi Trading. :dWa Afridi Export (hereinafter Afridi Trading) was a Cake 

importlexpofi company iiiilized by an individiial acting in an undercover capacity under the 

sirpervision of law enforcement agents with United States llnmigration and Custolns Enforcement 

(ICEJ arid the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). At the direction of the ICE and FBi agents. 

this individt~al (hereinafter '.cooperating witness") represented hiil~sclf to he involved in numerous 

illegal activities. including: large-scale international drug trafficking, and international smuggling 

of counterfeit cigarettes and other goods and contraband. iriciitding weapons. 

The Charee 

12. Beginning in or about May 2006- and coiltinuing through on or about the date of this 

Superseding Indictmeiit. within the State and District of Maryland, tlie State of New York. Spain. 

Australia. and elsewhere. 

ABDUL REZZMIAN, aMa Rahinz, 
MAN KASBLF, aMa Saleem, 

JOI-I1V DOE, alkla Zulfi, 



M A  msm MO 

S U M ,  a M  Sonny, 

dekndants lierein. did knowingly and intentionally combine. conspire. confederate and agree with 

each other. and with persons knowii and unknown to the Grand Jury, to commit an offense against 

the United States. to wit. to knowingly conduct. control. manage, supervise. direct and own all or 

part of an i~nlicensed money transmitting business. which affected interstate and foreign commerce 

in any manner and degree, and which was operated without an appropriate money tran~mitting 

license in the State of Maryland. where such operation was punishable as a felony iinder State law. 

whether or not the defendant knew that the operation was required to be licensed and that the 

operation was so punishable. 

Manner and Means of the Conspiraw 

13. Amoiig the means and methods by which the defendants and their associates 

conducted and participated i l i  the conspiracy were the following: 

a The defendants would iilove large quantities of Ijniied States ciirrency 

received from a cooperating witness in the llnited States to points overseas via the "hawaia" method 

of currency transfer. ABDUL RE was the prirnary point of contact for the cooperating 

witness and controlled all aspects of the hawaia transactions. fro111 receipt of monies from the 

cooperating witness in Maryland and New York. to delivery of monies to the cooperating witness. 

or liis designated representative. at points overseas. 

b. ABDUL RE relied. in part, oil an individual known oiily as "1-laji" 



to identify and direct the cooperating witness to those coconspirators who were responsible tor 

receiving currency f'ram [lie cooperating witness in tile United States. I'licse coconspirators 

incli~ded. anicing others known and unkirown. KASIIIF. JOLIlVDOE, alMa ZuIfi. D 

PASWA. AFm SmIKII. and 

SALIM.. 

b. Members of the corlspiracy iitilized coded language when speaking to each 

otlier atid to the cooperatiiig wiiiress in Maryland: New York and elsewhere regarding the transfer 

of ri~cmies. Menibers of the conspiracy also i~tilized text messaging as a means by which to 

communicate instructions iii Maryland and elsewhere to the cooperating witness a i d  each other in 

a mannerthat would avoid detection by law enforcement. These test ~nessazes would include coded 

contact inibrmation. such as identifying information on dollar bills. which the cooperating witness 

was directed to provide to il?dividuals who were either designated to pick up currency from the 

cooperating witness in the United States. or desigiiated to provide haw~iia currency to tlie 

cooperating witness or his designated representative iii Spain. Australia. and elsewl~crr. 

c. In return for conducting money transfers for the cooperatins witness totaling 

approsiinateiy $1.475.000 in IJ.S. cur-rency. ABDUL RF and his associates retained a 

coinirlission of approxi~nately five to seven percent of the total amount of currency sought to be 

transferred on each occasion hy the cooperatirrg ~ i t n e s s  

Oved Acts 

14. In firrtherai~e of the conspiracy, and to effect its object of generating monies and 

profits for its members. tlre defendants and other rne~nbers ofthe conspiracy did perform. participate 
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in. aiid coii~init the foilowing acts. among others: 

( 1 )  On or about July 12. 2006. at a iocaliorr in  Queens, New York. 

KASNlF accepted $75.000 i n  United Stales ciirrei~cy from a cooperating witness for a hawala 

transaction involving a hand-to-hitnd transkr of cash in Spain. 

(2) On or about July 18. 2006. at a location in Madrid. Spain. an individual 

known to nientbers of the corispiracy gave a cooperating witness a quantity of iiawala curreiicy. 

specifically E55.000 in Euros. 

(3 )  On or about December 18.2006, ABDULm spoke to a cooperatiilg 

witness. who was in Maryland. and offered to coordinaie a hawala transactiori for the cooperating 

witness in January or February 2007 involving a hand-to-hand transfer of casii in Australia. 

(4) On or about February 26.2007. at a location in Brooklyi~. New York, J O m  

DOE, a/Ma Zulfi: accepted $100.000 in U.S. currericy from a cooperating witness for a ilawala 

transaction involving a hand-to-hand transfer of cash in Australia. 

(5) On or about February 26.2007: at a location in Queens. New York. 

J accepted $I00:000 i n  1.i.S. currency kom a cooperati~~g witness for a hawala transaction 

involving a hand-to-hand transfkr of cash in A~istmlia. 

( 6 )  On or about February 27.2007: at a location i i l  Brooklyii. New York. JOIEN 

DOE, alkia Zulfi. accepted $100~000 in U.S. cilrrency froin a cooperating witness for a hawala 

transaction involving a ltand-to-hand transfer of cash in Australia. 

(7) On or about February 27. 2007, at a location in Brooklyn. New York, an 

individual known to members of the conspiracy accepted $100.000 in U.S. currency from 3 

cooperating witness for a hawala transaction involvi~ig a hand-to-hand transfer of cash in Australia. 



(8) On orabo~i i  March i 1 .  2007. at a iocation in Sytiney. liiistraiia. an iriciividilai 

known to members of the conspiracy gave the desig~iated representative of 3 cc~operating witness 

a quantity of liawala currency. specificaliy 175.000 in A~lstraiian doliars. 

(9)  On or about March 26. 2007. at a locaiion i n  Brookiyn. New York. a11 

individiral known to members oftlie conspiracy returned $230.000 in  L1.S. currei~cy to a cooperating 

witness. which represented a portion of the monies rernainiilg from a partially completed 11awala 

transaction originating on or about February 26.2007. 

(10) Oil or about .liine 5. 2007, at a iocation in Brooklyn. New Yurk, RAJA 

I M O W m m D  accepted $100,000 in U.S. currency from a cooperating witness for a Iiawaia 

transaction involving a hand-to-hand transfer of cash in Spain. 

(1 1) On or a b o ~ ~ t  June 5. 2007. at a locatioll in Brooklyn. New Vorlc. 

PASHA accepted $100.000 in U.S. currency froin a couperatiilg witness for a 

hawala transaction involving a hand-to-hand transfer of cash in Spain. 

(12) On or about June 6, 2007. at a location in Manhattan. New York; AFZAL 

S ]-net on two occasions with a cooperating witness and accepiecl two separate payments 

of$l00.000 in U.S. currency. totaling $200.000. for a hawaia transaction involving a hand-to-liand 

transfer of cash in Spain. 

(13) On or a b o ~ ~ r  i t~ne  7. 2007. at a locaiion in Manhailan. New York. an 

individual known to members of the conspiracy accepted $100,000 in U.S. currency froin a 

cooperating witness for a ha~la la  transaction involving a hand-to-hand transfer of cash in Spain. 

(14) On or about lime 1 1 ;  2007. at a locritioii in Barcelona, Spain, an iiidividual 

known to members of the eolispiracy gave a cooperating witness a quantity crf hawala currency. 
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specifically e337.000 in Eiiros. of which 2;000 Euros represented tile ainoiini remaining fiom a 

partially coinplcted hawala transactioli originating on February 26, 2007 

( 1  5) On or about J L I ~ ~  3.2007. a ta  location in Marford County. Maryland. AFZAL 

S H A m  accepted $300.000 in U.S. currency froin a cooperating witness for a hawala transactioii 

iiivolving a hand-to-halid iransfer of cash in Spain. 

(16) On or about July 4. 2007. at :i location in Baltimore. Marylaiid. 

MO D SALTNl accepted $100.000 in U.S. currcncy from a cooperating witness h r  a 

lrauala transaction involviiig a hand-to-liand transfer ofcash in Spain. 

(17) On or ahoiit July 4. 2007. at a location in Baltimore, Maryland. A F m  

SFIAZKIl accepted $1 00.000 in ~ J . S .  currency froin a cooperating witness for a hawala iransactioi~ 

involving a hand-to-liand transfer of cash in Spain. 

(18) On or about July 10. 2007. at a location in Barcelona, Spain. ABDUL 

REH gave a cooperating witness a q~iantity of hawala cunenoy. specifically €333.830 in 

Euros. 

18 U.S.C. 6 371 
18 11.S.C. 1960(a) 
i 8  [J.S.C. 5 1960(h)(l)(A) 



COUNT TWO 

I .  Tlie allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 tl~roiigh i 1 ,  13 and 14 of Coiint One ofthis 

St~persedi~ig Indictment are realleged and iiicorporated by reference as though Sully set forth herein. 

2. At all tiiires relevant to this Superseding Indictment. it was illegal. pursuant to 'Sitle 

18. (Jnited States C ode. Section I956(a), toconduct a financial transaction wit11 properly reprtsented 

to be proceeds of specified unlawii~l activity. or represented to hc used to conduct or facilitate 

specified tinlawful activity. Specitled unlawful activity included, among other acts. drug traftkking 

in violation of Title 21% United States Code. Section 841. Both ICE and the FBI are ailthorized to 

investigate violations of the federal money iaitndering statute set i'oi?ii in Titie 18. linitcd States 

Code. Section 1956. 

9 z Beginning in or ahorit May 2006. and continuing through on or about the date ofthis 

Superseding Indictment. within the State and District ofMar)lIand. the State of New "fork. Spain, 

Australia. and elsewhere. 

S&M, &a Sonny, 

defendants herein. did knowingly and intentionally combine. conspire. confederate. and a r e e  %lit11 

each other. and with persons knovin and u n k n o ~ n  to tlie Granci Jury. to knowingly and willf~~lly 

cond~ict and attempt to condiici a financial transaction affecting interstate and foreign commerce 

involving properly represented by an individual acting at the direction, and with the approval. of a 

Federal oficial authorized to investigate violations of Title l 8. United States Code. Section i 956. 



to he tiic proceeds of speciiieci iinlawfril activity and prctprrty ~ised to conduct and facilitate siich 

activity. to wit. drirg traffkking in violation of Title 21: United Statcs Code. Section 841% with the 

intent la conceal and disguise the nature, locatioii. soiirce. ownership and oontroi of' property 

heiieved to be the proceeds ofspecifietl rinlawful activity, in violatio~i of Title 18: lJnited Statcs 

Cocis. Section 1956(a)(3)(R). 

Manner and Means of the Consviracy 

4. Among the liieans and inetliods by which the defendants and their associates 

ccindiicted and participated in the conspiracy were the following: 

a. 'The deferldants would receive large quantities of United States currency froin 

a cooperating witness in the United States. which he represented to be proceeds of. and related io. 

his illegal drug trafficking. The defe~idants would then arrange to transfer those monies to points 

overseas via the '.hawala" method of currency transfer. 

h. Other methods and n~eans  utiiized by the defendants are the same as those set 

faah in paragraph 13 of Caiint One of this Superseding Indictment, aiicl are reailefed and 

incorporated hy reference as though fully set forth herein. 

Overt- Acts 

5. Iii frirtherance of the charged conspiracy. and to effect tile objects thereof> inembers 

of the conspiracy did perform, participate iii, and caminit the acts set forth in paragraph I4 of Count 

Orie ofthis Strperseciii~g Indictment. which are reaileged and incorporated by reference as thoiigl~ 

filiiy set forth herein. 

18 U.S.C. g 1956(h) 
I8 L1.S.C. 5 1956(a)(3)(R) 
18 U.S.C. 6 1956(e)(7) 



FQIlFElTURE ALLEGATION 

I.  I'he allegations of this Superseding indictnient as contained in Count One are 

realleged and i~~corporated licreiri for the purpose of alleging forfeitures to the [Jnited States of 

Ainerica pursuant to the provisioiis of Title 18. United States Code. Section CfX2(a)(I) 

2. As a result o f the  offense set forth in Count One, 

SALINL, a M a  Sonny, 

shall forfeit to the United States all properiy. real and personal. constituting. or derived from: any 

im~ceeeci raid defendants obtained. directly or indirectly. as a resi~li of the aforestared offenses: at! 

property. real and persoi~al. used or iritended to be used in any manner or part. to commit and to 

facilitate the commission o f the  violations alleged in this Indictment: and ail property, real and 

personal. involked in the coin~nission of the violations alleged iii tliis indictment. and traceable to 

such property. inciuding. but riot limited to: 

a. $1.475.000.00 in United States currency. and all interest anci proceeds 

traceable thereto. in that sirch sum. in aggregate. is property wliich was involved in the aforesaid 

offenses. or is traceable to such property. in violation of  Title 18. United States Code, Sections 

9X2(a)( I ) .  1956(a)(3)(B). i 956(h) and i Y6O(a). 

3. i f  any such property described above as being si~bjecr to forfeiture. as a result of any 

act or omission of the defendants - 



a. cannot be iocaiecl upon the exercise tri'dite diligence: 

b. has bee11 transferred or sold to. or deposited with. a tliird person: 

c. has been placed beyo~rd the jurisdiclioir of the Cotirt; 

d. has been suhstaniially di~ninished in valiie; or  

e. has been commingled with olher propetty which cannot be 

divided without iiifijculry: 

it is the intent of the LJnited States. pursuant to Title 18. Iinited States Code. Section 982(a)j1). io 

seek forfeiture of any other property of said defer~daiits up to the valire of the  forfeivable property. 

that is. $1.475.000.00. 

Rod J. Rosenstcii~ 
United States Attorney 

Foreperson 

Date 


