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1.1 A historical outlook.
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1,l A Historical Outlook:
The most important developments in the organizations of the Group since its inception in the
sixties:
1, In 1962, the Muslim Students Union was founded by a group of the first Ikhwans in North
America and the meetings of the Ikhwan became conferences and Students Union camps,

2. In 1969, the first organizational meeting for the Ikhwan separate from the Students Union was
held but the meetings of the Ikhwan continued concurrently with the conferences of the Students
Union.
3. At the end of the sixties and the beginning of the seventies the Vocational Organizations,
affiliated with the Students Union (Muslim Doctors Syndicate, 1976, Muslim Social Workers
Syndicate, 1971, Muslim Scientists and Engineers Syndicate, 1974), were formed with each one
holding its annual conference since its inception until now, They are in constant development but
not through the actual direction of the Ikhwan and particularly during the eighties.

4. In 1972, the Muslim Kuwaiti Youths Association was founded which was later developed in
1976 into the Muslim Arab Youths Association and its work centered around the Muslim
students coming to America ffom all the Arab countries. It developed significantly during the
eighties and the Ikhwan play a fundamental role in leading and directing it at the leadership and
the grassroots levels.
5. In 1980, the Muslim Students Union was developed into the Islamic Society in North America
(ISNA) to include all the Muslim congregation from immigrants and citizens, and to be a nucleus
for the Islamic Movement in North America (See the ISNA Concept in 1979). The ISNA has
developed significantly in the eighties but the Ikhwan's leadership and direction of it started to
gradually decrease due to their scarce presence in it.
6. In 1976, the Malaysian Group for Islamic Studies was founded and it now has an annual
conference (attended by 600 students in 1990), a leadership conference and other camps in
various regions. Its work is centered on the students coming from Malaysia and Southeast Asia.
The leadership of the Ikhwan plays a general role in directing the Malaysian Group.
7. In 1985, the Youths Organization in North America was founded as an independent
organization but with a relationship with the ISNA. The Ikhwan played no role in founding it and
directing it but the matter is gradually improving. Its work is centered on the children of the
Muslim congregations from immigrants and citizens in North America. It has a general annual
conference and regional conferences across the continent.
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8. In 1981, the Ikhwan founded the Islamic Association for Palestine to serve the cause of
Palestine on the political and the media fronts. The Association has absorbed most of the
Ikhwan's Palestinian energy at the leadership and the grassroots levels in addition to some of the
brothers from the other countries. Attention was given to the Arab new arrivals, immigrants and
citizens in general, while focusing on the Palestinians in particular. The Association's work has
developed a great deal since its inception, particularly with the formation of the Palestine
Committee, the beginning of the Intifada at the end of 1987 and the proclamation of the Harnas
Movement. The Association has organizations affiliated with it such as (The United Association
for Studies & Research, The Occupied Land Fund and The Media Office), dedicated main
personnel, several periodicals, research, studies and field branches in all the regions.
9. In 1990 the Islamic-Moroccan Union was founded to care of the Muslims' issues in North
Africa (Libya, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco). The Ikhwan from North Africa at the leadership
and the grassroots levels played a fundamental role in forming and directing this Union which
focuses its work on the brothers from North Africa.

