
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FCR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

October 2005 Grand Jury 

UNITED STATES OF AMZRICA, ) 
) 

Plaintiff, ) 
) 

ti. i 
) 

ADAM GADAHN, ) 
a. k. a. Azzam sl-Amsiki, 1 

) 
Defendant. 1 

1 
) 
) 
1 

SA CR 05-254 (A) 

FIRST SUPERSEDING INDICTMEIJT 

118 U.S.C. 6 2381: Treason; 
18 U.S.C. 9 2339%: Providing 
Naterial Support to a 
Designated Foreign Terrorist 
Organization; 18 U.S.C. 
5 2 (a) : Aiding and Abetting] 

The Grand Jury sharges: 

COUNT ONE 

i18 U.S.C. § 23811 

A. YNTROD3CTION 

. Al-Qaedz is, an3 at all times relevant hereto ivas, a 

foreign terrorist organization designated by the Secretary of 

State, pursuant to Section 219 of the Immigration and Nationaiiti 

Act. 

2. Usarna bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri have proclaimed 

publicly that they are leaders of al-Qaeda. Prier to his death, 



Ibu Musab al-Zarqawi proclaimed i n  p u b l i c  t h a t  he was th ,e  l e a d e r  

>f al-Qaeda i n  I r a q .  

3 .  On o r  abou t  September 11, 2001, t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  was 

3 t t acked  through r h e  h i j a c k i n g  of commercial a i r l i n e r s .  These 

:onmercial  a i r l i n e r s  were flown i n t o  t h e  World Trade Cen te r  i n  

Jew York and t h e  Pentagon i n  Washington D.C. Anot te r  h i j a c k e d  

zomrnercial a i r l i n e r  w a s  flown i n t o  t h e  ground i n  Pennsylvania .  

rhese  a t t a c k s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  Loss of approximate ly  3,000 l i v e s .  

4 .  Usama b i n  Laden has  acknowledged p u b l i c l y  t h a t  the 

September I:, 2003. a t t a c k  on t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  was an a l -Qaeda  

; p e r a t i o n .  Usama b i n  Laden and o t h e r  al-Qaeda l e a d e r s  have a l s o  

3roclaimed i n  p u b l i c  t h a t  al-Qaeda i s  a t  war w i t h  America. 

5 .  On o r  abou t  September 1 8 ,  2001, Congress p a s s e d  a  

c e s o l u t i o n  a .1 thor iz ing  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  use  

-11 n e c e s s a r y  and a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

:he t e r r o r i s t  a t t a c k s  of  September 11, 2001. 

6 .  On o r  a b o u t  J u l y  7 ,  2005, a s e r i e s  o f  bombs exploded  on 

the  Londor, ss&wajr system r e s u l t i n g  i n  t'ne l o s s  of  numerous l i v e s .  

7 .  Ayman a l -Zawahi r i  has  acknowledged p u b l i c l y  t h a t  t h e  

Ju ly  7 ,  2005 a t t a c k  on London was t h e  work o f  al-Qaeda 

~ p e r a t i v e s .  Ayman al-Zawahir i  has p u b l i c l y  i d e n t i f i e d  Shehzad 

ranweer a s  one of t h e  al-Qaeda c p e r a t i v e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

Londcn s u i c i d e  bombings. 

3 .  THE OFFENSE 

8 .  Beginning  on a  d a t e  unknown and con t inu ing  t o  a t  l e a s t  

jeptember 11, 2036, defendant  ADAM GADAHN, a l s o  known as "Azzarn 

31-Amriki" ("GAD.4HN1'), a c i t i z e n  of t n e  United S t a t e s ,  whose l a s t  



mown p lace  of residence was i n  Orange County, within the Central  

I i s t r i c t  of Ca l i fo rn i a ,  owing a l legiance t o  the United S t a t e s ,  

mowingly adhered t o  an enemy of the  United S t a t e s ,  namely, a l -  

laeda, and gave al-Qaeda a i d  and comfort, wi thin  the United 

jtazes and elsewhere, with i n t e n t  t o  be t ray  the  United s t a t e s .  

:n so  doing, GADAHN committed the foil-owing over t  a c t s  witnesssd 

)y two o r  more wi tnesses :  

2. On 01: about October 27, 2004,  GADAHN appeared i n  an al- 

Qaeda video ("the 2034  video") broadcast i n  t he  United 

S t a t e s  and elsewhere, g lving a i d  and comfort t o  a l -  

Qaeda. In  t he  2004 video, GHDAHN acknowledged t h a t  he 

"has joined a movement waging w a r  on America and 

k i l l i n g  l a rge  numbers of Americans." In  :he 2004 

video, GAD-WN made the following statements,  among 

o thers :  

"Fighting and defea.ting America i s  ollr f i r s t  

p r i o r i t y .  . . . ,, 

"September 1lkh . . . n o t i f i e d  America t h a t  i t ' s  

going t o  have t o  pay fo r  i t s  crimes and pay 

dear ly .  " 

"Jihad i s  o u r  path and j ihad i s  the  ansuer." 

"People of America . . . you too  s h a l l  pay the  

p r i c e  f o r  t h e  blood t h a t  has been s p i l l e d .  . . ,, 

"People of America, I remiad you of the  weighty 

words of our leaders  Sheik Usama b in  Laden and 

Doctor Ayman al-Zawahiri :hat what took place  on 

September 11th was but t ne  opening salvo of the  



g loba l  war on America. . . . The magnitude and 

f e r o c i t y  of what is coming your  way w i l l  make you 

f o r g e t  a l l  abcut September 11th." 

6 .  "The s t r e e t s  cf America s h a l l  run red wi th  blood 

- . . c a s u a l t i e s  will be too many t o  count and the 

nex t  wave of a t t a c k s  may come a t  any moment." 

b. On or about September 11, 2005,  GADAHN appeared ir. an 

al-gaeda video ("the 2C05 video") broadcast i n  t h e  

United S t a t e s  and elsewhere, giving a i d  and comfort t o  

al-Qaeda. In t h e  2005  video, GADASN described the  

t e r r o r i s t  a t t acks  of September 11, 2 0 0 1 ,  a s  " the  

b l e s sed  ra ids  on New York and Washingtsn." I n  t he  2005 

video,  GADAHN made the following statements,  amcng 

o thers :  

"These communiques have been re leased t o  explain 

and propound the na tu r e  and goals  of t he  worldwide 

j i had  aga ins t  America and the  crusaders and convey 

o u r  l eg i t ima te  demands t o  f r i end  and foe a l i k e ,  so 

t h a t  the  forner may jo in  u s  on this honorable and 

blessed path,  and so that the  l a t t e r  may 

acknowledge h i s  crimes. . . . ,, 
"The c a l l  has gone out  and tP.e e r a  of j ihad  and 

r e s i s t a n c e  has dawned i n  a l l  i t s  g lory .  As S h e ~ k  

Usama has t o l d  y0.x repeatedly,  your s e c u r i t y  i s  

dependent on our s ecu r i t y . "  

"Yesterday, London and Madrid. Tomorrow, Los 

Angeles and Melbourne, Allah wi l l i ng .  And t h i s  



time, don't cocnt on us demonstrzting restraint or 

cornpassisn." 

"We love peace, but when the enemy violates that 

peace or prevents us from achieving it, the? we 

love nothing better than the heat of battle, the 

echo of explosions, and slitting the throats of 

the inficels." 

"When it comes to defending our religion, our 

freedom, and our brothers in faith, every one of 

us is Mohammed Atta, every one of us is Jamaal 

Lindsay, and every one of us is Mohammed Boyeri." 

c .  On or about July 7, 2006, GADAHN appeared in an al- 

Qaeda video ("the July 2006 video") broadcast in the 

United Stazes and elsewhere, giving aid and comfort to 

dl-Qaeda. Tbe &ly 2006 video also contained 

statements by Usama bin Laden, Ayman dl-Zawahiri, Pbu 

Masab 31-Zazqawi, and Shshzad Tanweer. In the July 

2006 video, GADAHN referred to the recent capture and 

execution of two American servicemen in Iraq and made 

the following statements, among others: 

1. "So after all the atrocities connitted by America 

. . . why should we target their military only?" 

2. "It's hard to imagine that any compassionate 

person could see pictures, just picures, of what 

the Crusaders did to those children, and not want 

to' go on a shocting spree at the Marines' housing 

facilities at Camp Pendleton." 



3.  "When w e  bomb t h e i r  c i t ies  and c i v i l i a n s  l i k e  they  

bomb o u r s ,  o r  d e s t r o y  k h e i r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and 

means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l i k e  t h e y  d e s t r o y  o u r s ,  c r  

k idnap  t h e i r  non-combatants l i k e  they  kid.nap o u r s ,  

no sane  Muslim should  shed  t e a r s  f o r  them. And 

t h e y  should  blame no cne b u t  themselves ."  

d .  On o r  abou t  September 2 ,  2006, GADAHN appeared  i n  a n  

al-Qaeda v ideo  (" the  September 2 ,  2006  v ideo")  

b r o a d c a s t  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and e l sewhere ,  g i v i n g  

a i d  and comfort  t o  a l -paeda.  A-pan d l -Zawahi r i  a l s o  

appeared  i n  t h e  September 2 ,  2006 v ideo  and a d d r e s s e d  

" the  American peop le  i n  p a r t i m l a r  and a l l  Western 

peop les  i n  g e n e r a l . "  AL-Zawahiri i n t roduced  GADAHN a s  

"our b r o t h e r  Azzam t h e  American" a ~ d  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  

GADAHN " t a l k s  t o  you a s  one concerned a b o , ~ t  t h e  f a t e  

which a w a i t s  h i s  people ."  Al-Zawahiri urged Americans 

t o  l i s t e n  t o  GAC'ABN "because what he i s  t a l k i n g  t o  you 

about  i s  s e r i o u s  and s i g n i f i c a n t .  He i s  t a l k i n g  t o  yoa 

about  t h e  f a t e  which awai t s  eve ry  human, a r  ex t r eme ly  

g rave  issue i n  which t h e r e  is  no jok ing ,  p r o c r a s t i n -  

a t i o n ,  o r  back t r ack ing . "  I n  t h e  September 2 ,  2 0 0 6  

v ideo ,  GADPHN made t h e  foll~wing s t a t e m e n t s ,  among 

o t h e r s :  

'So i f  you want t o  be o c  t h e  winning s i d e  i n  t h i s  

l i f e  and t h e  next ,  and i f  you want  your r e s i s t a n c e  

t o  Crusader  ty ranny t o  t r u l y  count ,  t h e n  t a k e  t h e  

s imple  s t e p  I have j u s t  x t l i n e d .  . . We send a 



s p e c i a l  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a l l  of you f i g h t i n g  . . . i n  

Afghanis tan  . . . . You t h e  war c a n ' t  be won 

and  t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  Pmer ica ' s  war machine is  

go ing  from bad t o  worse."  

2 .  "You know you ' re  cons ide red  . . . a s  no th ing  more 

t h a n  expendable cannon fodder ,  a means t o  a n  

end.  . . . You kcow t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  c a r e  l e s s  about  

your  s a f e t y  and w e l l  be ing  and t h a t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  

t h a t  u p s e t s  your l e a d e r s  when American f o r c e s  

s u f f e r  c a s u a l t i e s  i s  t h e  damage t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  

do t o  t h e i r  p o p u l a r i t y  a n d  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  of t h e  

wars t h e y  s t a r t e d .  " 

3 .  "Escape from t h e  unbe l i ev ing  army and j o i n  t h e  

winning side. Time i s  r u n n i n g  o u t ,  s o  make t h e  

r i g h t  cho ice  b e f o r e  i t ' s  t o o  l a t e  and you meet t h e  

dismal f a t e  o f  thousands b e f o r e  you." 

e  . On o r  abou? September 11, 2006,  GADAIiN appeared  i n  an 

al-Qaeda v ideo  (" the  September 11, 2006 video") 

b r o a d c a s t  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and elsewhere,  g i v i n g  

a i d  and comfort  t o  a l - Q a ~ d a .  The ~ e ~ t e m b e r  11, 2006  

v ideo  a l s o  con ta ined  s t a t e m e n t s  by Usama b in  Laden and 

v ideo  f o o t a g e  of t h e  Worlc Trade Center  a t t a c k  i n  2001. 

The p i c t u r e s  of  t h e  World Trade Cer.ter a t t a c k  were 

accompanied by t h e  w r i t t e r  s t a t emen t :  "The word i s  t h e  

word of t h e  sword u n t i l  t h e  wrongs are r igh ted . "  In  

t h e  September 11, 2006 video, GADAHN r e f e r r e d  t o  the 

Uni t ed  S t a t e s  as "enemy s o i l "  and made t h e  f o l l o w i n g  



s takements ,  among o thers :  

I. " A l l  t h e  b r o t h e r s  who t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  raids on 

Aner i ca  were ded icz t ed ,  s t r o n g - w i l l e d ,  h i g h l y  

mot iva t ed  i n d i v i d u a i s  w i t h  a burn ing  concern f o r  

Islam and Muslims." 

2 .  "Look a t  t h e  p i l o t s ,  Mohammed A t t a ,  Marwan Shehhi ,  

Ziad J a r r a h ,  Bani Hanjoar.  A l l  of them had l ived  

and s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  West.  A l l  o f  t h e m  had t h e  

world w i t h i n  t h e i r  reach ,  i f  t hey  had wented it. 

But how cou ld  t h e y  l i v e  wi th  themselves ,  i f  t h e y  

were to en joy  t h i s  wor ld ly  l i f e  wh i l e  t h e i r  Ummah 

burns." 

3 .  " I n  h i n d  s i g h t ,  eve ry th ing  t h a t  al-Qaeca was doing 

was p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Manhattan and Washinqron 

r a i d s ,  and t h e  expec ted  c r u s a d e r  i n v a s i o n . "  



COUNT TWO 

[18 U.S.C. § 22393, 5 2 ( a ) l  

Beginning on o r  abcut  September 11, 2005,  and c o n t i n u i n g  t o  

!t l e a s t  September 11, 2006,  defendant  ADAM GADAHN, a l s o  kncwn a s  

'Azzam al-Amriki ,"  a n a t i o n a l  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  whose last 

:nown p l a c e  of  r e s i d e n c e  was i n  Orange County, w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  

! i s t r i c t  c f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  d i d  knowingly p rov ide ,  and a i d  a n d  abet 

:he p r o v i s i o n  o f ,  m a t e r i a l  suppor t  and resources ' ,  as t h o s e  terms 

txe d e f i n e d  i n  1 8  U . S . C .  5 2339A(b),  i n c l u d i n g  pe r sonne l  and 

se rv ices ,  t o  a f o r e i g n  t e r r o r i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a l -Qaeda,  which 

ras d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e  as a f o r e i g n  t e r r o r i s t  

) r q m i z a t i o n  on October  8 ,  1999, pursuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  219  of t h e  

: m i g r a t i o n  and N a t i o n a l i t y  Act, and was r e d e s i g n a t e d  a s  s u c h  on 

)r abou t  October  5, Z O C ' l ,  and October 2,  2003, which d e s i g n a t i o n  

:on t inues  i n  e f f e c t .  

A TRUE BILL 

Foreperson 

) E B M  WONG YANG 
l n i t e d  S t a t e s  A t to rney  

?HOYAS P. 0' BRI3N 
k s s i s t a n t  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  At torney  
: h i e f ,  Cr imina l  D iv i s ion  

iAYNE R. GROSS 
I s s i s t a n t  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  At torney  
:h ie f ,  Santa  Ana Branch O f f ~ c e  

)EIRDRE Z .  ELIOT 
i s s i s t a n t  Uni ted  S t a t e s  At torney  

;REGORY W .  STAPLES 
kssistant ' Jn i ted  S t a t e s  At torney  


