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UM] Unidentified Male.
L

[ Unintellipible.
[NFT] Not Further Identified.
[Italics) Transiator's comments.

St = Shukri Abu Baier
Om = Omar Ahmad

Ha = Haitham Maghawr
(Gh = Ghassan Flashi

S5 = Sheik Sharif

Ga = Gawad

Ab = Abdel Salam

Om: ...t is from 8-12, four hours.
Sh: Youmean we conld start carly on?
Om: Yos
sh:  The total is 14 hours.
Om: UL How are you?
UM1: Good, by God.
Om: By the way, you had elections. .
ML Yes, we're busy, We're busy. I came over here in the middle of the elections,
Om:  Until when is the elections?
UML: Htis aver,
Om: Isit over?
UMYI: Ibelieve [it ended) two days ago.
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Oy

UM

M1

UM1:

Dm .

UMI:

Ubl:

I mean, were the results announced or what?
No, not yot. No, not yet.

No, it i§ ot possible, Not yet. I would have heard it on the news.

Nu, not yet. Maybe in two weeks. Yes, right, right. But, I mean, the Labor Party paid 2

miltion shekels to some paities which are, of course, affiliate] with it and some other
perties in order to coardinate together to stand against the Islamusts in the city. Bu,
thaoks be to God, the brothers..., their position is strong,

They're working,

Yeu, their position is strong [static]. They're strong..., world media is giviog us..,

Is giving us a large role..., is giving us 2 large role and T don't know if we measurs up to it
or not. ‘

Yes, Tmear, this story about... UL this could be a blessing or it could be a catastraphe,

you see? But, if we sought the help of God the Almighty and worked very hard, we could
make a difforence, God's willing,

God's willing,

By (od, I knew some people over there, some of them.. UL I was happy with the kind of
people I see... UL But then, praise be 10 God, there is a collapse of the other side frorn God
while we, praised be God the Almighty, we caleulate every step in a material way more
than we ought 10, ‘

[Ghassan Elashi walks into the room and greels the others].

UM

TI6M2:

UMI:

O

Peace, God's merey and biessings.
Yasterday, the Christian fundamentalists were.. UL

They had a conference two days ago about the issue of "lopes and fear: sbout the issue
of peace” ...

Oh, yeah. ] know about it, The conference which was broadcasted by the Protestuuts in
San Diego. -
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Om:

Sh:

Om:

Om:

T

M?2:

Om:

Om:

UM2:

UM3:

M2

Did you put your...UL the room number?
No, by God, No.
The room rumber? You didn't put it?

MNo.

+ This professor, John Halaga, was the one who was m charge of the interpretation, it the

Catholic College, university of...UL

Yes,

A Greek priest attended. He said very good things, by God.
Yes, him. Tt is true, Thcy invited s 1o attend. .

But we declined.

. We declined

» By God, my brother, while they were speaking, 4 Zionist person who seems to be from

the Meir Kahane group told the Jewish professors who were present, told them: You arc
servants to America, You're agents of America, you don't serve Judaism.

No!
Yes, by God. A guy who showed a slide fitm was in the [sraeli army.
Was he speaking ahout Rabin?

No, he was talking about the lecturers who were there at the....

(4 period of low-volume discussions ensues betwegen the men in the room. The following
statements were heard, though).

Gh:

UM2:

..in this manner, you hecome bigger than the...

UNRWAY
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Cih

Sh:

(ih;

Om:

(h;

(3h:

On:

Sh:

UNRWA. The UNRWA.is 1.5, 1.5 or L.6...

A reputation, talk and a fuss...

Yeah, but they don't have 2 millions, They could raise 10 million.

But, my brother, they establish connections to gome orpanizations,,,

And then they pool their resources together. |

They establish cormections 50 not everything will corne through them. They make visits,
for instance, 1o organizations affiliated with.the Christians and stuft, They donate directly

10 therm and not...

Ob. You mean that it [donation) would come directly from the church 1o a hospital
without passing by them.

A shamc, A shame. Even some Palestinians thank it [the organization).

So, the fpancing is...UL For education; 51,000 tdallarsj, 40,000 [dollars] for Tdon't
know what... 15,000 [dollars] for something else...UL Public informaton 86,000

 [dollars] which mesns that they pay their expenses and their mail campaigns and stuff.

[ Another period of low-volume side-talks by the men).

COnni:

Sh

UM2:

Owm:

UM2;

{)m.

Whoever wanis to copy his paper and distribute them to the people can do so, those who
didn't make coptes. Those who will discuss their papers and want people to have a copy,
the hotel petmitied us to make copies. Around 30-70 copics, that is. Do you want to copy
it?

T want to copy this.

How many arc in attendance?

What?

How many are attending?

Er... 25. Make 25 [copies]. It is better to bave ope person go at a time,
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[4 shovt period of silence and sounds of men moving arcund the room).

TINZ:

Sh;
Ha:

Om:
IM2:
O
m2:
UM1:

Ha:

ML

O

T there nsed 1o be dictatorship. But, now, dictatorship is gone and they will be gone as
well.

Ok, well, what is the meaning of democracy. Democracy is more sugar the tea
[Laughter], more sugar in the coffee, morc sugat in the coffee, more sugar in the coffee.
We have 10..., we have democracy just like [erael.

{Laughs) He is someone who wants to make his speech sweeter and he is not a palitician.
He is somaone who wants.. Ul in the coffee shops of Washington, of Cairo, in order to
kmow what he is talking about.

This Omar Issa1s a...

One of the supporters of peace. He used to...

Th Sudanese ambassador,

The former {ambassador],

What is this statement which was issucd by Sudan in support to the {peacefil] resolution?

That's right.

: What?

They supported it.

. Yes, did they give reasons for that or just supported it?

They supported it in the summit mesting for the Arab foreign ministers which was held in
Cairo. A suppord,

The only mcmber to rejent it was Lrag, maybe.

{raq was the only country which rejected it. As for Sudan, the media is assaulting the
{Uslo] agrectuent. So, the Sudanese government keeps trying to justify..., or 5 trying to
take 2 stand. .., not a stand, but that we support the choice of the Palestiniun pecple, The
Palestinian state can only be...UL All just talk without any principles. Even what 18 called
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UM1:

Om:

UM1:

Ot

UML:

Crm:

UM1:

O

UM2:

Sh:

Om:

She

O

Sh:

Om:

the Office of Guidance went secretive [abowut Osio],
What Guidance?

The Office of Guidance.

. Take it easy on [ The Office of] Guidance, may God keep you.

But, what did the [Office of} Guidance say?
They met with Arafat, with Chairman Arafat and...
Yes, they met with him, Yes.

Yes, and (he statement which was issued afterwards doesn't include a rejechion ot a
support,

The statenent which was issued after the visit?

Yes.

They issued a statement following the viait.

There is no..., no veference to the issue of the agreement itself, There are general talk.
Yes, general stuff.

Yes, just general talk, Yes, P'm with you. I'm agawnst those who sell the land. Lie who sells
the land is 4 traitor. We'te with you 100% and affirm the national unity. They said..., and
they said that Arafat stressed the national unity and the importance of this and that and,
repardless of the religion and the creed, and they sad: and this is what we stress. It is
over. The 1ssue ie over.

But, if you take the language of the address, there 1s positivity...., he met with Chairman
Arafat to discuss the issucs... There is positivity, It is true that, at the end, it says that the
Muslim Brotherhood reaffirm their principles. Their principles are known.

ft {s a simple matter, Sheik. Our Cause is that of...

Yes, but when you put all these factors together..., there is no hope, even the people who
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She

Om:

Sh:

Om:

Om:

She

UMI1:

Gb:

TIMIL:

Gl

M1

Ohe

UM I:

have principles don't have them anymore. May God help us. May God help us.
Abou Mohamed, 1t 15 pow 10 O'clock now.

Yes, but...

- 1think we should begin with whoever is here.

I 'will read for you... There is a guy who wrate ag aticle about his issus. lic 1s saying,
"Let's aise another glass so that we can ignore the fact that everyone..., everything looks
like the Chairman's...Ul, a part Kufiyya, the Palestinian headdress, wom in a...Ul manmer
and 2 matching scarf, but hiding behind all of this a big bald head. The president is now
acting like a mayor who just got his sewage budget and his eves are gleaning with great
joy. Sewage first. There is something to it and maybe he knows something we don't
know". And they said, "The man who every time he insists on speaking English on

© American television struck gnother etemal blow to the Palestinian image. the man who is

in his state for the past years has managed to bring several pretty mmpressive disasters
down upen the.,.UT", This is a Christian [journalisi] who wrote that.

He is [Laughs).

He ig saying, he is saying, "Arafat promises to his people for years tumed out to be
replaced at the last moment by the whore of Jericho who greeted the Jsrach spies”.

This analogy 15 reasonable,

Arafat’s contribution is similar to that of Abdel Nasser in '67. It is a contribution ofa
collaborator. Tt 15 not a contribution of a collaborator, it is that of a pure Jew.

What did Abdel Nasser give?

What?

What did Abdel Nasser give?

The Jews conquered him,..UL

But his position was a little bit more honorable,

What?
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Gh:

UMI:

UM2:

UMl

Sh:

UM1:
She
Thil:

Sh:

Sh:

Sh:

His position was a little bit more honorable.
AL all are traitors. All of is treason..

Bui Arafal did...

But it was long ago. Aralot, you have the time factor, my brother. The time factor and not
only that... | mean, if Abdel Nasser was alive in '93, he would have called for
surrendering the cntire Islamic nation to the Jews. What is important 15 that the
contribution of these people is not a contribution of colluhorators,

But, let me tell you somathing. If you want to talk about a person who is a traitor or
whatever, I will tell vou that the Palestinian people is,..UI dogsn't want anyone otaer than
Azalat, He is 2 srong man. He is the stionpest, This is the logical conclusion, He silenced
the opposition and Hamas has 70 or 90 [pesple| in Gaza and 60 [people] in the [West]
Rank who are placed there..Ul and they couldn't sivp Yasser Arafat's project. That metns
he is the strongest man on the arena, my brother. And they will bid with him and people
will go with the strong, Peoplc don't po with the weak even if his logic is serong. The fact
that he is being supported is a strong factor...

Shukeri, do you think thet this is a logic?
I'm telling you that this is not my logic. It is the logic of..UL This is how people think.
Ia this a logie? This i3 not o lopic.

They tell you that the Palestinians cinnot feed their children,

- Ok, what strengthened Arafat other than their support for him. This is thewr way in

strengthening this support, to provide him with fioancial strength. Without money and
putside support, he wouldn't...

The fact that there was a support [for Arafar]... This is politics, that he was able to get
monay and support. ‘

Ok, how many..., how many honest persons have made projects?

We wers going along with him to th last minute. They pot us implicated us with them and
they saw that there was no way out, they brought an agreed-upon solution and...UL
Theyre accomblice in the erime as much as he [4rafir] is. This is nonsense.
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UMZ:

St

TTM2:

Sh

UMI:

She

TIM2:

Om;

Sh:
Om:

UM

TIM2Z:

It is over, they now go to the { Wesr] Bank, the... UL

It is over, isn't i#?

..Ul in Washington and could go to the {Wess} Bank.

Rut now they tell you that, during Christmas, we will eelebrate in...LTI, Giod's witling,

[Laughs] Go ahead and celebrate over there, Become 2 Christian and go celebiate over
there. ‘

[Laughs] God's willing.

- Mahmoud Abbas, Who?

UL

Thare iz sn article... Someone wrote about the facts of the agrecment, An [sraeli. Dr.
Israc] Shihab. you know him. UL He wrote a 13-page article in which he analyzes the
isque. I read it. He is saying that the current situation.., the signed agreement is the worst
thing to happen to the Palestiniung. The Jews now will give Arafal what he wants since he
has now hecore like King Hussein or...UL They're not planning to hold eleetions. The
whole thing is all lies, the elections thing. They don't want to have clections in the first
place. They want Arafat to remain.,.UT. Then he is saying that the deportation was
conducted by a joint operation between the Jstaeli intelligenco and Aratat and the
(Palestinian Liberation) Organization. Thers were intelligence meetings and the first
aspect to have coordination hetween the Jews and Arafat was through the iutelligence.

Reully!

Ttis an incredible article.

UL

No, before that. He is saying that this was before the deportation process. [mean, he is
saying that the deportation was planned by both sides. Or, at least, it was approved by the

two sides,

Oh, you mean the [Palestinian Liberation] Organization approved it.
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Omy:

UMZ:

Om:

Sh:

Om:

UM2:

‘The {Palestinian Liberation] Organization approved it along with Istacl. He calls this
agreement... UL

UL

Ves, This is similar to the..UT, Let's distribute those later. He who has & paper should
digtribute it later. This 1s betler. '

No, in order t0...

Na, when he comes because he will waste time this way. He will distribute [papers| to

" everyone,

Let's start with the ready papers.

[Sounds of papers and chairs being moved around in the room. UM3 walks into the room].

UM3:

(m:

55!

Om:

Peace be with you.

Peace be with you. | Pause]. Praise be to God. Prayers and peace be to God's messenger,
to his entire family and friends. God's willing, we shall begin with verses from the nobic
Quran by Sheik Shartf.

[ Recites Quran for few minutes).

May God reward you well. Brother Abou Ibrahim should have been with us, but may God
hea! him. He is at the hospital for those who don't know. He had a surgery yesterday, 5o,
we ask Gad the Almighty to heal him. This meeting was called for by the Pelestine
Committee in order to have 4 seminar or a meeting to the brothers present here today in
order to study the situation in light of the latest developments ou the Palestinian arena, 1ts
cffects and impact on our work here in America. We wanted this program to be & quick
one so that we could implement what we pet out from this meeting in our upcoming
festivais and in our activities which will begin, or which have begun last wesk and which
will continue until the end of the year. Also, we wanted to present some strategies for
work in the fature, So, we found some points which we asked all the brothers 1o lovk at
some or all of them. They are: Political activism and public relations, popular activism,
charity work, media wark, ..Ul some papers which I have and brought them. [ think that
our work at the Association [/slamic Associgtion for Palestine] or what we did st the
Associstion Iy a responsibility which falls on all of ous shoulders and we wanted to distribute this
responsibility on zll the brothers who are here today to bear the burden of what is going
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on. T say that it is our respenaibility that these historic changes regarding our Cause and
the canse of lslam in Palesting 2s many people look forward to a new leadership for
Palestinian national activism, Islamic activism. They look forward to..., even the Fast and
the West look forward ‘o Islamic movements which lead the oppasition and the masses
afler the collapse of the [Palestinian] Liberation Organization in he national senge. We
wanted the brother to take part with us in this teminar in order to come up with soms
specific visions and strategies and in order to know how to proceed with the work, God's
willing. ] have a 3-page paper to be read iri the beginniny of the seminar in order fo
emerge with specific details, We will discuss it, God's willing. If we agree on it we will
implement it and, if we didn't agree on it, we could modify it. Basically, the serinur iz
divided into four sessions; 3 scssions today and 1 session tomorrow, Sunday. Sugpested
timea of the sessions are as follows: from 10-1, from 2-5, from 7-11 and, tomorrow, from
£.12. The first session will discuss the general political atmosphere and its inpact on
work in America, We have some papers. Those who wrote some papers could present
them op in this session and...U], could be presented at this tione. We need to assign a
moderator for this session. The second session will be about charity work and its futurs in
light of the changes, it will be in the afternoon, There are papers to be presented and we
will assign a moderator for this session. The third session 15 about political activism,
muedia and popular activism and public relation in North Amenca, the futurs and the
challenges. It will be in the evening, God's willing, and we have papers to be
presented... UL Tomorrow, God's willing, the moderators of the three sessions today will
be tomorrow's pane! and will present... I mean, the session's moderator is responsibic for
Liking the session's minutes, determine the papers anvt corme up with a final paper for the
sexsion. This paper will be presented to us and approved by us and, after he prosent thia
paper 1o us tomorrow, we will have 3 papers, not 1 page but 3 pages. Each one will
present it and then we take action plan from it on what to do, visions and modify it then
we approve it, thal this what we came up with in that meeting. [ imagine that we could
mest the sntirs two days and come up with nothing and we could also meet and, God's
willing and God bless our time, come up with some visions. 1 ste that..., thisisa
suggestion I present. If you approve it or if you have any modifications or anything
regarding the points of discussion of the sessions, we would 10 miputes to the topic. This
way, we would count papers in all aspects, The brothers who will submmit papers should -
come here and will have 2 moderator with them and someone to take the minutes of the
session and the points [discussed), When discussion is over, he will present 10 us what he
yot out of the discussions. We approve it and then we end the first session and so forth.
Tomorrow, God's willing, these three people will be in charge of the final session mnd
they will the ones to present to us what we came up with, We would leave with work
vikions or action plan.

UM?2: We could also have an introduction about the general... Ul political almosphere.,
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M3

UM]1:

Om:

LIMT:

Om:

UMl

UM2:

O

IM2:

Ony:

She

Om:

Sh:

The general political situation we could.. UL
....JI shonld have a discussion regarding America's position.

Yes, right. In the first [session]. The first [session] is the general one and its impact on
work i1 Awerica,

[ prepared a paper about the relationship of the charity work to...UT and the institutional
wok here. :

It will have an impact on it. 1t will he discussed in the second session. It ¢ould be the first
paper ta be discussed in the second session. Yes, he relationship of the charity work
hecause it is relevant (1o the discussion topic]. Are there any other sugyestions?

UL

This is how the majority of it will be, For instance, the majority of it will be...UL It will
be up to the presenter of the paper. Who has..?

A part of the paper is..UL

Fine. And the second partt is...

. There is no sense in., UL

Fine. The majurity of the paper, If the majority of is political, it wiil be a political
[discussion] and it will be the same points discussed in the other topic.

That is evervthing. All the points. Someone will bring up all the points.

But the majority of it, for instapee, is... He who has a paper, where is the majority of it, of
the paper, going to he?

. It will a part of the seminar.

Discussion is open as well.
There will be discussion,
1t is not limited 1o the presenter of the paper.
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Oy

LM3:

Om.!

JM2:

Om:

1IM2:

{IM1:

Orm:

UM

Om:

U3

Om:

(1a:

Yes, right. It doesn't have to he the person who presents the paper.
. UI [heavy static].

They will be tn the first session, yes. Ok, do you agree on this point before we start? Is
there any disagreement?

There 1s no disagreement.

The Girst Philadelphia session, we have brother Abdel Salam and Sheik Sharif in the..., in
the introduction. Could you.., Ul someone 1n the first session? Sheik Shanf and brother
Abdel Salam. Who has papers for the first session, Brother..., in the first session?
[response inaudible). Who has papers fot the second [session|, charity work.

Iz it about charity work exclusively?

Yes. Charity work s by itself. No, those who bave points and doesn't want to present a
paper, we will take them as discussion [points].

I have a paper but | didn't distribute it.

You don'l have to distribute it. If there iz a paper, that's it. You don't heve te. Distribution
is not 2 tnust now,

The points should be...UL

Discussion [periods). If there is no written paper, be who wants 1o talk will be allowed to
during disenssion [periods]. Shukri, do you have a papet?

Yes, we have one.
Abcut chanly work, Gawad, do you have one ihout charity work?
Yes, hut later.

It will be & point of discussion. Ok, we have [papers] with Osama, Mo'zen and Shukr.
Anybody elsc about charity work.

. The donations door is open. [Laughter].
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O

M2

Om:

Sh:

Om:

Gh:

Om:

Sh:

(nni:

LM

Sh:

The first point, my brother, says "The general amosphere”, the general politicat
atmnosphere. Do you have one [paper] relating to charity work? Should we take you off
the second one?

UL

The third session, who has papers? Gawad. The third session, who has papers for it?
[response inqudibie]. From the beginning, the first session we have Sheik Shanf and
brother Abdel Salam, brother Gawad and Aboul Hasan, Abde] Halim. Anyone else? Did
you write them down? The second sesgion... Guys, stay with me 5o that we could finish.
‘The gecand Session we have Osarma, Mo'een and Shukr Abu Baker and it will he about
charity work, Anyone else? The third sesson which will be ahout pelitical, media and
popular activism and PR, we have Ghassan, Saleh, Gawad and Abdel Rahman, Nihad and
Akramn. Anyone else? Whe i8 going to be moderator of the 13t 3casion?

: How abont Gawul?

Gawad 15 presenting a paper and those whe present papers cannot be moderators.
He who is presenting papers...

He who has a paper should be taking notes. The one who moderates lhe session should be
the one giving us the finalization of the points we agreed upon.

Regarding the Lst [session], Shukrdi should be [moderator].

There is no abjection. Is there is another vole with Shulkri....UL he who feels be can do 11,
let bimi do it. The 1st {session] will be headed by Shulcrd, are we agreed on it? The 2nd
one...,ahout charity work, How about brother Akram?

UL

Dr. Isam., UL Ok, the 2nd and the 3rd ones. The 2nd one is Dr. Isam nnd the 3rd ane is
Dr. Isang. Flow about the 4th?

UL [A4 long period of heavy stalic).
Brother Abdel Salam, come over here,

Again, my brothers, the moderators of the sessinn, they are three, Right?
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O

Sh

Gm:

Om:

sh:

oAb

Ab:

Didn't you wrile it down? You were talking. You were talling,
Pwasn't. [ wasn't sitting hers,

() Shukri, they are Sheik Sharif, brother Abdel Salam, Gawad and Abond Tlasan, Brother
Abdel Halim. Come over here.

Am [ going fo take notes as well?
What? Oh, yes. You will take notes and them present them to us. Make a page and,, UL

Pruised be God the Lord of the Two Worlds. Prayers and peace be on our master,
Mohaned, on his family and friends. Duning the next half an hour, God's willing, we will
have a preseptalion by two of our brathers who were in the homeland. A brother just
came from Al Agsa mosque and look 1 tour outside...[heawy stotic), Abdel Salam, We
will pnve him ten minutes to speak...UT and the other ten minutes is for questions and
answers. After that, we will meet with brother Gawad, God's willing.

in the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. Honestly, I prepared some stuft,
jJust some general remarks.

Tell us about...1JI. When did you corns back?

I came busk the day before yesterday. I was there for five weeks. I mean, I was there
before and after the [peace] agreement. What vou notice 15 thet, belore the apgreement, one
would walk in Gaza Sector and would feel that it is truly autonomous without a nced for
anything, to tius agreement which took place, I mean, it didn't need the agreement as
people there have seli-rule. The [fsreeli] ammy didn't dare to go inside the Gaza Sector.
During daylight and during curfew. . most of the operations used to take place during
curfews. They would take place dunng curfews, Why, in order to minimirze injuries
among the public. Some people used to work on certain things before the agreemont -1
mean certain people who are affiliated with those who signed the agreement - which was
to take advantage ol the needs of the people to serve the [pearceful] solution. In reality,
Gaza Sector is very bad cconomically. I mean, there are none of the fundamentais of an
econormy there, There s nothing. I mean, services, the educationa) aspect, the health
aspect, humanitarian aspect, muwicipal services, any..., unemployment. All of that existin
(Gaza Sector in a very obvious manner, [ mean, sewage, for example, sewage in Khan
Youms ig like a flood in the streets...

END OF RECORDING.
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[UM] Unidentified Male.

{UT] Unintelligible,

[NET] Nat Further Identified.
(LNTT) Last name unknown,
[ftalics) Translator's comments.
... Incomplete sentence.
oh = Shukri Abu Baker

Om = Omar Ahmad

(Gh = Ghassan Elashi

Gh2 = Ghassan (LNU)

S = Sheik Shanf

Ga = Gawad (LNU)

Ab = Abdel Salam (LN

Ak = Akram (LNLJ)

Au = Abou Usama (NFI)

As = Abde] Halim Al Ashgar (Aboul Hasan)
Aa = Abou Ahmad (NFI) ‘
Aj = Abdel Jabbar

Ab2 = Abou Bassem (INFI)

Mu= Muin (LNU)
At = Abdsl Rahman
Ni = Nihad (LNU)
Qs = Qsama (NFI)

UMS3: ..two mosques. If any of the brothers spoke and asked "What 15 your position?", you tell
him "I don't kmow. This is your own position. We are here, we are Muslims in America
we have to take care..., take care of our own people". You told me that people are over-
scared in Washington. If we retreat and didn't mnsist on own initial pogition people won't
have someone as & role model, Therafore, we must remain steadfast on our Islamic
position and work under pressure in order to strengthen the Islamic voice for Palestine
and also to emerge as 2 entity which is capable of withstanding pressures and maintaining
the initial position. Thus, we will be able to demonstrate our position in 2 practcal way,
not just in n=wspapers and magazine, but we will demonstrate our position in a practical
way, We shouldn't retreat from our position even if we come under attack by the media
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and their alhes. In this manner, we will gain credibility with people. This will also be a
motive and an incentive for Muslims to support us in this position. As for the last issuc...,
the issuc before last which is the issue of public activism. I believe that it is an outcome
of the work we perform, media activism and others namely, mobilizing the Palestinian
and the Muslim community to support the Islamic project in Palestine, Not only here but
also in Palestine and also Islamic activist in North America. This will be done..., I mean,
we must bring to the surface speakers, leaders and writers in America who tour the
different Palestinian and the Islamic gatherings to propagate our position and to
encourage people to support it. It is not enough that we issue statements and we send
them via faxes and stuff. We must visit the communities at the mosques, at their
gathering spots, debate them and explain this position to them. We must bring speakers
and leaders to the surface so that they can say "My name is so and so. I represent this
specific name", in the same manner when Aboul..., Aboul..., brother Aboul Hasan was
speaking. We should bring leaders from Ainetica to the surface instead of contimuzing to
rely on people from abroad. The second thing is winning the Islamic centers and the
imams of the mosques and those who are in charge at these mosques. I believe that this is
a very important issue because our work location is the Islamic centers. If we are unable
to win them and we lost them... And this Gaza-Jericho agreement showed us that we

- didn't gain much from these centers, neither from the imams nor from thosa in charge, |
mean, 2 brother in Chicago is saying that Palestine is being sold while the speaker keeps
talking about moon-sighting. What did you gain from them? Another brother tells you
"Tm afraid" and another says "I am supportive”. You didn't win them and they are not
going to listen to you and they will tell you that this is your position. Ayman in Canada is
complaining and all of us have the same complaint. Therefore, we must win thess centers
and encourage them to adopt the revival of the issue of Palestine as an Islamic issue and
to hold different activities at the centers, It is not erniough t6 make requests over the phone
when something happens. No, he must revive the issue by, for instance, forming blocs,
having Ramadan gatherings and stuff. He must continuously revive this issus in the
minds of the Muslims, on the occasion of the Night Joumeay and the Ascension, for
instance, The third issue relating to mobilization is winning the Muslim and Palestinian
youths to attrast them to Islamic activism as they are the ones who can..., [ mean, deal
with the surroundings better than us. The other issue regarding popular activism is
reaching the Palestinian and the Muslim community in their common places, This can
achieved by participating in their activities and clubs by holding general Islamic
activities. [ will give you an example; | perticipated in San Francisco in 2 program called
"Palestine Day", This was held by..., they invite 50% Muslims and 50% Christians. So, it
was attended by about 2,000 people, We were present over there and, when we are there,
you find that Muslims come to our table on their own. They start asking us questions,
what do you have, they buy Qurans and stuff like that. Last year, they were visited by Al
Sakhra Band. We didn't put too much effort in this thing, But, if we create these activities
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in some of the large cities the whole community will come even those who don't fast and
don't pray. It is a door for munistry and a pillar of Islam. We win them for the Afterlife
and it is also a win for the Islamic position of Palestine in America, We must also
establish organizations and support them to educate their children and preserve their Arab
and Muslim identity. T mean, you go to Islamic schools and vou find many of the people
who bring their kids there are non-observants; unveiled women, the father might not pray.
‘But, it 15 just so that he leams Arabic and stuff. These communities..., there are large
Palestinian communities and we should attempt to open schools near them to secure these
services for them. In this manner, we will win them. The form of the address to the
cormmunity must be determined according to its different Islamic levels, For instance,
Muslim beginmers or deep-rooted Muslims...UL they should have people to cater to them
while keeping in mind not {o retreat from the fact that all of Palestine is Islamic...ete, The
last issue is strengthening the organizations, Our goal from that is to strengthen the
organizations from the financial aspect. Also, when you examine this aspect from the
angle of investment in small projects and taking advantage from govermmenta) grants if
possible. There are governmental grants which are given to the organizations which
conduct research and stuff like that. We can take advantage of it. The other issucis
administrative stability through hiring dedicated and qualified personnel for these
organizations and not relying on volunteers only. The presence of the informed leadership
which directs work and holds people accountable for dereliction. This means that it is not
enough to have dedicated people, but that there must be an inforrned leadership knowing
what is going on, is directing work and also holds people accountable for dereliction. The
other issue is providing the legal cover. The brothers spoke about this issue. The last issue
is forming alliance with Arab and American organizations which are sympathetic to us

- such as the ADC and others. This will protect our organizations with the official circles. |

believe that..., I mean..., by looking at what is happening right now with the [/slamic]
Association [for Palestine], I believe and God knows best that the future of the Islamic
activism for Palestine, the near and the far future, must serve these goals through these
means. And algo the issues brother Nihad spoke about which is media activism and
brothar Akram spoke about which is the issue of the form of the address the positions...,
all of these complete the issue we spoke about. Thanks to God, there was no redundancy
in what was said but rather a completion to it. May God reward you wall.

May God reward you well, Akram, do you have something?
‘What?
...UL May God reward you weil. We will have an oppertunity for discuss...

It is 10:15 now. So, we will give you five minutes.
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(Ga:  Five minutes.
Om: Five minutes...
[UF brief group talk).
‘Ga:  What do you think? Should we begin...UL
UM1: Go ahead, go ahead.
Ga:  Inthe name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful...
Sh:  ..UL We honestly cannot focus. [UI brief group talk].
UM2: We will give you 7 minutes and no more. |
UM1: Five minutes.
Ga:  Of course, in light of what the brothers said, there are several...Ul there are five axises.
What are the axises of activism? In light of the ramifications the brothers spoke about
now and in the past, 1 saw that it is possible to achieve the goals we spoke about, direct
the project and achieve the goals of the Movement through six axises. The first axis is the
planning axis. This focuses on connecting the children of the canse, and the Palestinians
in particular, to it and to Jerusalem based on Islamic grounds. This is the basis in addition
to the Islamic and the Arab community living in America as well, Booklets and things for
children like that in a style you deem fit. The second axis is the missionary one. This
includes paying attention to the community and establishing an Islamic entity for
missionary and Islamic call. I have a small suggestion which was suggested in
Washington during a discussion; we will not be able to reach the majority of the,,,UT
through the mosque, 1 mean, they are not going to come to the mosque to listen to your
words, [ mean, you can reach the community in their homes and stuff but, I call for the
formmation of cultural clubs under the name of "The Palestinian Cultural-Sociat Club”. It s
your footstep to attract the community in general terms for those who pray and those who
don't and he ean go to the mosque in the next stage.
UMI1: Give us a tangible example for that.
Ga: ..Ul my brother. The commumity has 100,000 people,
shy LLUL
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Ok, our brothers. Let's stay together. This is a cultural-social club and not..., not anything
slse. The third axis is the political axis which is the most sensitive issue and which opens
many venues for discussions. I see that we must be the one through which we explain the
rights of the Palestinian people and defending them, forming a public opinion which
adopts and supports programs for these rights, political support for the Islamic-Palestinian
political current and the national stand. This is a national issue which 15 the Palestiman

~ cause and its different developments. Besed on that, I approve brother Omar's and brother

Ghassan's idea who said different but close ideas to form a peneral committee or council
made up of 15, 18 or 20 persons, an honorary council... UL It would have a...UT and
another person as an assistant and no more. Its compasition should inclode Arab-
Americans, Palestinians and Muslims. lts composition should be compound. It should be

‘the political front for Palestinian activiem in America. It is ..Ul and the {Isiamic]

Association [for Palestine] is a fundamental part of it. I mean, the [/slamic] Association
[for Palestine] will be represented in it by two ar three people...UlL This council is to
become the political authority for the community itself and the U.S. media and the
gateway in America for dealing with the Palestinian cause. This is the suggestion and
God knows best. The fourth axis i3 the media axig and the brothers said good and positive
things to a big extent in that regards. But, it is very important to note the positions of the
Islamic Movement. ..U, everyone has his style but you must propagate the positions of
the Movement and justify the positions of the Movement, If you want to maintain a solid
position, it is your business as a member of this council to justify, ..Ul and to
psychologically convince people with it. How? This is your own issue. You get creative -
with it and you work on it, Ok. This [council] will, of course, adopt certain canges which
gserve the people and prove the lack of credibility of the enemy and those who deal with it
from the self-rule in regards to this cause. This is the position of the Movement in
addition to [providing] a detailed presentation for the reality of the occupation and its
violations agzinst the Palestinians and the Israeli democracy will be exposed in front of
the U.S. media as well. Also, we must prepare for the furure which will bring a new
movement of complete change which includes a confrontation with the Zionist entity as a
whole, Like brother Akram said that the conflict is not about self-rule or an independent
state ot not or two states, It is a conflict ...UL You talk about this ides, this philosophy
with the community at the ieast and then with the entire society. It is a prepatation for the
change we expect will happen in few years so that the...Ul is more inclusive...UL Then,
the fifth axis is the financial axis and we spoke ahout it in the morning which is enough.
The sixth axis is the human axis. Regarding this axis, [ see that the freedom of expression
should be a characteristic you enjoy. Our brothers who were banned from the pulpit, from
giving speeches or writing in newspepers and so forth, You defend the right to
expression. The right to demand the stolen rights by the,..Ul the groups's or the
individual's right to express...UL The right to form opposition gatherings and
newspapets...etc. I don't...UI while it is important to have them included in the sixth axis,
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the human axis, This will include, of course, rights groups and things like that which
operate on this basis. I believe that the biggest problem which will face the cause in the
West will be redefining what they work for which is the Palestinian cause. What is the
Palestinian cause? Is it...Ul, a struggle or a fighting? Is it the stronghold of the Islamists
and the Jews...UL What will the approach of the cause be? I truly believe that this will be
the biggest problem. It is my hope, God's willing, that we march towards bringing the
self-rule or the arrangement which will take place to failure. But, we might not succeed in
making it fail. Therefore, there 1s going to be a...Ul during which activism will suffer
some problems relating to media and the media circles. Therefore, I caution against being
over-mindful to the U.S. logic in activism as the main target is the Arab and the
Palestinian communities in particular, Therefore, we must not be gobbled up by the
language of the U.S. media which talks about peace, negotiations, concessions,
compromise and so forth. Your problem is that the mentality you're dealing with is...UL
We must not deal with it unless to the extent which facilitates activism and does not
affect the fundamentals. This is everything in that regards. The relationship between ths
different active organizations must be re-examined in light of the new directions in order
to be truly organized, effective, wholesome, complete and in a legal form as they...UL
They must remain separats and don't bear responsibility for each other. In addition to the
direction in place, the following should be noted: determining organizations which can
contribute to dealing with the new reality based on the previous approaches such as the
Fund, the [Islamic] Association [for Palestine] or a large organization in one of the forms
which were mentioned, determining the role assignad to each organization and its
relationships with the other organizations, both formal and informal relationships, the
available capabilities for activism ...UI for each organization. What are its capabilities
and can it continue working in the long or the short term, to what extent. The challenges
which face each organization and how to counter them from the practical aspect. An
internal challenge, a challenge with the community, a challenge with the Movement, a

~ challenge with the...U], a challenge with the media. The programs of the organizations
overall should be in complete harmony with the general directions of the Movement. I say
that onice again becanse this is very important. By "harmony" I mean that thay ought to
serve it in a direct or an indirect manner. But, the format is the flexible part. The...UI in
the West should be taken into consideration and the available capabilities, But, what is
important is that all the programs and the lines are serving the general direction on the
short and the long term. This requires reviewing the general directions... UL God's willing,
they will be available for review. It must be noted that it is important that the
organizations provide opinion and information the Islamic Movement. I tell you simply,
how many brothers are here? Twenty-five brothers. All of you, praised be God, speak
very fluently, Which ons among vou wrote a paper and gave it to brothet Omar or to
another one, Abou Ibrahim, saying that this is my opinion in the so and so issue. Deliver
it to our brothers.
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Gh:  1always do that.

Ga:  Nothing was received according to my humble information. [Laughter).

Ni:  We always write and... UL

Ga:  According to my humble information, in truth, nothing [was received]. The truth is
that...Ul and this is not convincing. Everyone must..., l heard opinions here now which
were not mentioned during very long discussions about this issue. They were not
mentioned before. And they deserve., Ul One shouldn't be frugal with his opinion and
think that our brothers are experts, praised be God. Qur brothers are...Ul, praised be God.

As:  This is an assumption, my brother.

Ga: Mjr'bmthcr, nothing was received over there. We don't get any news, we don't get an
article, [ don't hear anything...Ul You are a Movement, my brother. You're not an
employse...UL I want you to write a page, half a page or 4 page and a half and give it to
brother Omar or brother Abou Ibrahim and he will daliver it to the brothers in charge.
They are always in contact. How do you think the world operates? [ UT brief group talk].
Anyway, the comprehensive approach when worlking for the cause is a basis...UL May
God reward you wall,

UM May God reward you well.

Ni:  Problems came anew and, at the end, averybody approves.

[LT brief group talk].

Om: .. UL For instance, people, we didn't count our money, how much money there is in our
pockets.

TIM]1: 'This is not our business, Sheik.

Om: Hewhomakesa plan or provides a concept must know the reality. Must be standing on

the reality he lives in. For instance, | remember one thing. I could have been asleep and
woke up while someone was saying that brother Abdel...Ul is building
schools...[Laughter], So, I said "Ok, so the people are in situation where they can build
schools", | mean, people who can't... Are we going to build schools? And [someone said)
"You should open clubs". I said "We are working en the newspaper and...UL
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Ga.
Om:
Ga:
Om:
Ga:

Om:

Ni;

Om:

And you want to form...., you want to form a new organization in Washington,

Osama..., Osama, how rmuch is our budget? Fifty-five, sixty or seventy thousands, That's
it.

And how much will the club cost?

What?

How about th;‘: ciub?

The club..., you have ten clubs...Ul

It is {financed by] the community and not by you.

Fine, fine. The community, my brother... One of the problems of the Palestinian
community and the Arab community it general here is that they are overlapping sach

other. This is the reason behind the failure of the existing Arab organizations. The
commumty is not committed, it ig divided and they are in disagreement. Each one is

. claiming to be a leader. You gather them together and you find 20 leaders out of 19

people. Twenty leaders. That's it and it is known. They don't agree with sach other in
Washington everyday because they are all leaders. So, you're coming to build the club at
their expense?

They will open an orphanage for you.

..UL If there was something good in them, it would have been apparent in the eighties
and the seventiss when they were in their glory, This is not how things are.

My brother, they are Muslims. They need a leader., UL
What I believe is that... Let's be realistic. Let's know our reality and know where to go.

We leave from here, before we leave from here tomotrow, let's leave with suggeshons
which are within reach.

: For threes months?

Oh, yeah. Suggestions, of course. Not everything Abde]l Rahman said is not realistic. No,
there are some things...
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Yeah. But, a lot of the things we call long-term suggestions are...UL If you are going to
tell yourself that everything you have is for the long-range, vou will keep postponing it. If
it is for the long-range you will not work for it from now. These are things you must think
about beginning today. Otherwise, when are you going to start thinking about them. I
mean, you say that you want to establish an organization in Washington. How long have
you been thinking about it? It is not since July. You have been thinking about it over a
Year ago.

Yes, right.

Tt1s the same thing for these matters. When you think about the furure of activism, it is in
two parts; one deals with the current reality and another pertains to what you want to be
in the future. You don't... '

Yes. But, what I mean that you shouldn't..., that we shouldn't take on the educational role,
the awareness role, the role of forming & generation. I mean, we keap tellmg the
community that.,. Ul

No. We didn't say that. You're saying that because you were sleeping, What T said is that

" wherever there are community concentrations... [laughter].

TM2:

Om:

Ni:

Om;

What are you saying, Omar?

What‘I said is that wherever there are gatherings for the Palestinian community..., they are
looking for people 1o teach Arabic to their children. They look for people to teach their

* children something about culture and heritage. We don't have to open a school for them.,

Why should I open schools for them. I just tell them "Here 15 the schoal”, you know. I tell
them "Try. Bring your kids". I send someone to them, for instance. That's what I'm saying.
I'm not saying that I will open schools and open universities for them. But, if you don't
provide services for them, how ars you going to bring them over? You're just going to tell
them come and visit me?

I believe..., I believe that there is an important stsp which we must take now. Let's say if
clearly, we have 300-400 people from the countries of Syria, Lebanon and Palestine and
you don't see 50 people out of them. Where are the 350 people? We need at least 200
people who are sympathetic to the cause and who interact with the news as soon as they
hear it. As for those who remain aslesp, we alone will not be able to perform these duties.
We need those 200 people. We should make a target to gt those 200 people to work in
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the same manner on this cause, for instance. No matter what happens even 1f the Group
gets agitated we must achieve our goals.

Ni:  Yousee, this is not the job of the executive committee for the [/s/amic] Association [for
Palestine]. It is the job of the Palestine Committee.

[UI brief group talk).

Om: My opinion i that this is the duty of all of us because it is not... Because there are

brothers who...UL They must be convinced, My brothers, we should come to a brother

and we tell him "Come here. What is your duty? What do you do?". Each one of us

should convince 3, 4 or five people. Each one in his region can influence 3 or 4 people. It
is not possible unless we influence 5 or 6 people. If we exert our effort and energy and
tried to increase the number of the observant activist..., just to try to increase their
number, If we increase their number, we increase our gateway to the communities. If we
specify the goal we will be able to spread more. This is a step. The second step is very
necessary which ie the issue of ... UL For instance, we spoke about money and stuff. It is
important to do e¢ven if from our personal investiments. We should allocate a sum of

money and invest it in order to bring us [revenue] for a project. For instance, projects...UL
“half of which is from us and the other half should go, for instance, to the [Islamic]

Association [for Palestine] or to this activisin on which we agree even if it is a small
amount; 40,000, 50,000, 100,000 or 70,000 no matter what. We must start because he
who starts now will reach the goal in ten years, He who thinks about the [fslamic]
Association [for Palestine] and other thmgs must.... I mean, this [Is/lamic] Association
[for Palestine] and other things... I will give you an example, When we started Al
Zaytouna, we started it with 4 pages and now it is 16 pages. Had we started with 16 pages
we would not have been able to finish it within a week. Impoegible. Bacause we were not
used to that. Things ¢an happen gradually, Hadn't we started with 4 pages two years ago
we wouldn't have reached 16 pages. If we start with a 10,000 investment it will become
100,000, for instance, in five years. But, if we start with a zero and waited for the miilion
to come, neither the million or anything else will come after five years, All of our work
must gtart this way. We must start small and then grow, [ believe that there is an influence
on us from the Group, a negative influence, as there is a state of laxity and stuff. This has
influenced us as we lost hope that this method will work. On the conirary, I belisve that it
is a strong method and it is also the best one but the circumstances surrounding us are
bad. So, you think that this Movement or this thing has stopped to function. Therefore,
we must restore its power 1o it again as it is the origin to restore power to us. Think that
we meet some people and we might be sesing them for the first time and we talk honestly
and with all confidence, But, if this Group that binds us does not exist you will find one
person suspicious of another and God knows where he is from., One person speaks while
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UM2:

TUM2:

Om:

Om:

UMaz2:

looking around him. So, this is a blessing, a big blessing for us which we shouldn't forget.

There is a question.

Go ahead.

: Have you tried one day to invite representatives of the Islamic centers who are in

leadership positions, whether they are with us or not, and make a confarence for them.
Some of the ideas mentioned by Gawad and others are good, I mean, we at the center

in,, UL, Abou Mohamed knows, we have a project to work with the youths. A committes

steruming from the executive committee is formed to work with the youths to create the
atmosphere mentioned by brother Gawad and others at the level of sports, entertainment,
swimming...stc,

Activities,

Yes. [ say that there is no doubt, based on all that happened from beginning to end, that
the Group 1s in a state which is... We thank God for the good and the bad.

We are.. UL

Yes, I'm telling you. We keep trying to fill vacuums which are..., or are keen to fill
vacuums which are not really our jobs, really. '

We must be dedicated to do our job.

It is not the job of the [Islamic] Association [for Palestine]. But, due to the vacuum left
by others, brother Gawad comes and tells you that we should open clubs and then comes
another brother and tells him what are you talking about [Laughter]. I say that.,, I don't
like too much theorization. I mean, I heard 2 lot of theories, theories...etc. Let's..,, | mean,
it is not practical stuff to do. Dreams... No, not even dreams because some dreams come
true [Laughter and UT talk]. Anyway... The practical side is... I really speak through my
practice, Have we tried to...

Call for a conference..,

...call the imams or the representatives of the centers and those who have the ability and
leverage. Let 50 of them attend if the need arises, Make a practical presentation in which
we participate, you see? And present a lot of ideas. By God the Almighty this would be

. one of the most blessed desds we can do to the work field in America. [ mean...
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UM2:

UM2:

Sh:

UM2:

Om:

Sh:

Om:

TIM2:

Om:

By God, the idea is good. The problem is the money.

: What?

The main problem is the money.

The money will be borne by the centers, my brother, You just..., you just fnnnulate the
idea and ask the centers...

It serves their ideas. I mean, when the imams are convineed with...

If you can't get money for that... UL

No, no. We can get it.

My brother, the‘ centers..., my brother... You..., you...

No, each center takes care of itself

Don't you have..., don't you have...UlI who are cooperqﬁng with you?

ch; there are. There are centers which would pitch in. There are centers which are

community centers and there are centers which cooperate with us not through the person
in charge of the center but 2 young man from that center who donates money to the

center

My friend, I want the element with influence,

Mesaning hoard member and people like that.
Board members, If the imam..., if the imam... In some centers, the imam is the mairn... In
other centers, members of the Shura or... If we hold such mestings and these
presentations wers debated..,

Yes.

You see, by God it will bring z lot of fruit.

‘This is a good idea.
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(UT brief group talk).

UM2:

Om:
UM2:
Orm:
UMZ:
As:
UM1:
As:
UM2:
As:
UM2:

As:

As:
UML1:
She
UMI:

Sh:

These idcas... You keep suggesting things but these are things which are 2 little bit
outside the Palestine cause,

Not just "a little".

This...UI will get us where? [Laughrer]
To paradise, God's willing.

Not to hell, I don't think. [group laughier].

There are a couple of things...

'Go shead, go ahead. |

There are two or three points...

Or four or five.

As for the 1* point, we need to write a strong-worded letter of protest...
God is great!

And send it. It is the absence of the two from the Islamic organizations..., the

organizations working for Palestine. Particularly to Ahmad Yousef and Yasser Saleh even:

though he called..., I called them and Dr. Issam called them...

. He is coming,

What?

Yasser is coming tomorrow night.

There is no time for that...UT Seriously, by God. I'm being serious.
No, he said he is conting temorrow.

No. Call him and told him not to bother. UL [UI group talk}.
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Ni:

Ni:

Om:

As:

As:

UM2:

Asg:

UM3:

Group: Peace be with you, (God's mercy and blessings.

Let him talk, Abou Mohamed.
Go ahead. Go ahead,

Ireally ask the people of Washington, Virginia, to pass along our protest on my behalf...

On behalf of myself and.. UL [UF brief group talk).

Really, there is not a... Unless there is an excuse.

I believe these should be handled individually.

It is 2 volunteer basis. It is on volunteer basis.

Indivi&ually. He who wants to pass ﬂung his protest should go ahead.

No. Almad hag an excuse. His wife just had a baby and had a surgery and her condition is
not good. :

I spoke with him, my brother. I spoke with him and he agreed to come. Abou Ammar said
I have an appointment but I will make a compromise.

What is the problem?
What?

UL

So that critieism is canstructive.. UL [UF brief group taik]. The second point..., the
second point, my brothers, which I really want to point out is the issue of personal
relationships. [ mean, we might be able to get acquainted with people. But, is there a
follow-up to the relationship we start? You would really notice that what is known about
Abou Ammar is...UL This is didn't come from a vacuum as we are creating an
atmosphers which enables him to...UL [ mean, ¢very time someone with a grudge against
him comes, they arrest him and...UL [UT brief group talk].

Peace be with you,
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UM1:

UM1:

UM3:

Sh:

UM3:

UM!L:

- UML:

UML:

As:

Arevolution, a revolution against the occupier, right? [/aughter and UI group talk).

Go ahead, Aboul Hasan,

Let me finish my point.

Yes, go Ahead, go ahead.

Yes. March on your hands and your wills, March with the blessmg of God [laughter and
UI group talk),

Looks like the festival has really impacted you...UL
We really scored in it. [Laughter].
Aboul Hasan.

Y:s. The point I was speaking about is the issue of the personal relationship. I mean, if
we start or engage in a relationship we should follow.up on it. We should cast a personal
touch to it. We gave an example when Arafat when you see Arafat is holding someone,
tugging him behind him and is kissing him, We don't...

.Ul [group laughter], Let's not hold him by the hand. |
I mean, let me quote a saying from our end; He who wants to be a camel herder...
Must enlarge the door to his house.

He who wants to be a camel herder must enlarge the door to hig house. T mean, the issue
is niot personal. I mean, to give you an example, I might be going to the brother's city and
all I say is "Welcome" and "Ok, bye. See you". Really, I believe that this is a prudent
thing to do in regards to a relationship [U7 brief group ralk). I say that you must keep the
relationship between you and him strong and not like "Ok, See you, bye". It is true that
..UT deals with this in this manner. So, how can we handle this? The matter remains
personal but I beligve that there should be a minimum level of follow-up and he who
works in the public activism field and everyone who worlcs in the public activism must
bear this expense if he wants to perform his role 4 a trustea the bast way possible. The
last point is about our brothers in Canada. We heard about Jerusalem for Human Services
but we didn't hear from our brothers at the [Zslamic] Association for Palestine] about
what they do. So, | hope that media and public activism in Canada is mentioned if there is
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something prepared. It might be first opportunity for some of the brothers to meet people
from Canada.

Ni:  No doubt that...Ul
As: We are now members in the NAFTA [laughter].
UM]1: May God reward you well. Are we going tﬂ listen to the brothers from Canada... [U7 brief
group talk]. Are there any questions sa that we...
Sh:  Are you gqing to talk about the activity in Canada or...
Om: If you can prepare a 10-minute speech it will be good. { U1 brief group taik).
Ni:  You can talk about the status of the [[slzmic] Association [for Palesiine] in Canada.
UM3: No, tomorrow. TomorTow is better.
Ni:  We will Jeave it until tomorrow.
‘ UMZ: I have a suggestion, man...
[UT group talk and Iaughtér].
Ni: A suggestion to the hr.nthm.'s who are in charge of the sessions; give us resoluiions as we
spoke about many things and some of us...UlL They should pass the resolutions on to us.
The things they should pass on to us are: the resolutions...
Om: Stay with us, brothers.

The resolutions, the execution party, the means for execution and the follow-up party in
order to... I have a suggestion...UL

I suggest that they mest tonight for an hour after we leave or tomorrow moming before
8:00 o'clock. The three of them should get together and put down what they have in the
form of a proposal. I mean, in a form that "By God, there was an agreement on the go and

so subject".

Thete was an inclination to do this and that.
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Om

Ni:

Om:

Ni:

Om:

Sh:

Om:

Ni:

Om:

Ni:

Om:

Ni:

Ga:

Om:

Ga:

There was an inclination and then you provide it to us for voting and reaching a
resolution in 1. Later on, we will determine all that is going to be executed if it was
agreed on,

The most important thing is that there should be a schedule,

Yes, right,

So, in the next sesgion... UL

We should then put the proposal with a schedule. I mean it should be carried on this and
that date. It is favorable if it is...UL

This should come fram the execntive entities.

No, this will be in the bigger matters.

Only for the important issues in which we discussed our inclination, i.e. the issue of shape
of the political address, establishing an alternative organization. These fundamental -
issues.

Yes, right.

As for an issue of inclination...UL And exacution will be done by all the organizations.
Yes, right.

Go ahe=ad,

I'wrote & full paper here regarding the topic of discussion which will be presented
tomorrow, Its schedule and what its format ought to be,

Give it to... [UT brief group taik].
First, there are the ramifications..., the impact of the ramifications on activism in

America...Ul which is I believe what brother Akram mentioned ately...UL And also the
addendum I wrote in the moming...UL Goals of activism in America, brother Abdel

. Rahman mentioned it in details and brother Ghassan mentioned some details and brother

Nihad. So, now we are finished with this topic...UL Atiempting to...[UT group talk).
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Ni:

Om:

TUM1:

Om:

Om:

UML:

UM2:

UM3:

UM4:

Sh:

Ni:

Sh:

Ijust want to pass quickly on the day and see how it was.
An evaluation, that is.
An evaluation of the day. Are you satisfied?

Brother,...UL

It is not a plan of his. That's why I'm saying it is betier done at the end of the talk. It is
better at the end of the talk. And we will have a prayer at the end, God's willing,

What do you have, Abou Mohamed? What do you think? What is your evaluation of the
day? : ‘

By God, 1 believe that it was good, We discussed most of the issues at hand. We
expanded the discussion and what is important is tomorrow, what kind of resolutions,
racommendations and inclinations we will reach, Of course, we got tired because of the
long duration and some of us fell asleep and stuff. This is normal because it was & long
time. But, God's willing, we will find good in all that, God's willing,

...UI good and those who made presentations should have more control.

There is a remark which might be negative which is the numerous time when people
deviated from the main points for which sake the sessions were held. Like what Abou
Ayoub said, some of the sessions which were discussed need additional sessions and, of
course, there was a certain idea but there was a deviation from what we wanted to discuss
which is what relates to America. A lot of issues were presented which were out of the
question, I mean,

God's willing, I will say my remarks later. Let's leave it until later.

I believe the meeting was unique and was enriching. We need more of that but I believe
that, in the future, the papers need screening, centralized screening a while before and...

To have them distributed to pecple.

This should happen because there are two incompatible types of people. Thete are people
who adhered to the subject and there are people who wrote work plans and very precise
detatls and stuff. Therefore, it 1s good to have & certain standard so that all benefit. You
see? Also, I saw that some of the brothers didn't speak at all at this ineeting. I'm hoping
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UM2:

Sh:

UMS3:

Gh;

Gh:

UM4:

that, tomorrow, they will make up for this silence with their feedback, God's willing.
With a prayer, you mean?
UL [Laughter],

In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful, Of course, the meeting was good and
friritful. But, I was hoping that... Thers were some of the spacialized issues which wers
discussed. We should have assigned them to some of the brothers who have a bigger
experience and should have been given more time. For instance, in the topic of brother
Aboul Hasan, he just mentioned the issues and there was no chance for us to discuss it
more than that. Also, some of the issues mentioned by brother Gawad wera the same
thing. So, what ig supposed to happen, and God's knows best, is that the issues which
have a higger impact on the success of activism and which might bear a bigger fruit
shouid have a certain presentation or a specific person to discuss them and shouid be
expanded upon in the firure so that it benefits ug in a better way other than just
mentioning points without even the time to discuss them and stff like that. But, generally
speaking, it was good and what is more important than that is sxecution because we
always fall short in. [ mean, we always...UI good but, when it comes to the execution
state...UL No, this is our nature. 5o, we hope that, God's willing, we really carry out what
we say. :

Ibeliéve that it was a good and a fruitful meeting. I probably didn't say much...
Dide't talk at all [Laughter and UI group ralk).

I beliave..., I believe that the brothers discussed many points, a lot of points and they were

* beneficial and | believe that a meeting like that is necessary.

I see that the meeting was good even though it was a short notice. People didn't have
enough time to write the papers and some people got news a week ago and didn't have
time to write. Despite that, thenks be to God, I believe that we benefitied from it. It wasn't
a lass, that is.

I truly agree with the brothers about its success and it really achieved a lot of the goals for
which the mesting was held, But, I have some administrative and technical remarks. The
two lectures or the two sections in the first and the second session were somewhat
concentrated. But, the third session was somewhat lacking concentration with most
people and I'm among them as there was some sort of., UL If the program had some kind
of confusion, Had it started.,.UI today and the afternoon was left for lunch, rest or a walk,
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UM5:

it would have been better so that one would have some sort of concentration. God's
willing, we will benefit from that in the future. The second remark is that the .
arrangements for a meeting like that include many security loopholes. I noticed that. I
didn't expect that things will happen in that manner even though T'm just one of those
people who were invited to this meeting, But, If I had known that this is how the issue is
going to be, had I known that it has this magnitude, I would have had remarks about its
arrangements, So, I hope that in future that no meeting is held in this manner because you
are speaking about strategies and you gathered all the people from the entire continent. -
The phone has been...UT several times. Some of the brothers knew about it and some
didn't. Some were clear and some were not clear about the matter, The matter is very
important and two things ought 1o be taken into consideration when preparing for it. The

‘first thing is that it should be held in a place that is known because it 15 easy to have...,

something like that. The second thing is that preparations for it should be done in a
manner which gives a brother the impression of seriousness towards the topic. I am taking
the topic seriougly because it is important to us and is a part of us. But, I noticed that with
other people - without mentioning names - that they were not taking the topic seriously
and some of them didn't even come, for instance. If this person were taking the topic
seriously in light of this stage, there would have been some sort of attention given to it.
Therefore, the communication and follow-up method gives a parson the impression on
how to deal with this topic. So, I hope that these two points are taken into consideration
in the future, God's willing, for more success, more seriousness and more attention.

May God rewsrd you well.

The issue of prepatation in regards to the presentations is a mistake we always comumit.
That is notifying the brothers in the last minute about the agenda. The papers which are
presented to them directly are.. UL There should be a praparad agenda that is clear and
obvious stating the goal of the meeting, what are we going to discuss, the papers which
have been prepared a while back should have been made available to every brother who
attended and they should include a concept, a practical concept more than just talk the
brother is saying or words repeated by someone clse and so on. So, [ hope that the
brothers pay attention to this point in other meetings even though we commit the same
mistake. Preparation for the meeting before we meet. A brother should come knowing
what is being presented and the papers, the program and goal behind it are all clear.

This is generally speaking. In reality, the picture is not complete in my head, I mean,
we...Ul several goals. What brother Shukri seid is correct that this [meeting] created
convictions, concern and joint zeal more than with those working directly on.., UL We
open new horizons, new views...
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Om:  Shukri, po ahead.

Sh:  Ihave donated my name to you, my brother, ..Ul [laughter]. May God reward you....

o o e 0 o O e e ol e e e e e D e e o ol

END OF RECORDING.
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[UM] Unidentified Male.
ful] Unintelligible,

[NET] Not Further Identified.
(LNL) Last name unknown.
-[{talics] Translator's comments.
0 . Incomplete sentence.
Sh = Shukri Abu Baker

Om = Omar Ahmad

Gh = Ghassan Elashi

Gh2 = Ghassan (LNU)

55 = Sheik Sharif

Ga= Gawad (INU)

Ab = Abdel Salam (LNU)

- Ak = Akram (LNL)

Au = Abou Usama (NFI)

As = Abdel Halim Al Ashgar (Aboul Hasan)

Az = Abou Ahmad (NFI) '
. Aj = Abdel Jabbar

Ab2 = Abou Bassem (NFI)

Mu= Muin (LNL])

Ar = Abdel Rahmsn

Ni = Nihad (LNU)

Os = Osama (NF])

Ga: - What will the epproach of the cause be? I truly believe that this will be
the higgest problem. It is my hope, God's willing, that we march towards bringing the
self-rule or the arrangement which will take place to failure. But, we might not succeed in
making it fail. Thersfore, thers is going to be a...Ul during which activism will suffer
some problems relating to media and the media circles, Therefore, I caution against being
over-mindful to the U.S. Jogic in activism as the main target is the Arab and the
Palestinian communities in particular. Therefore, we must not be gobbied up by the
language of the U.S. media which talks about pesce, negotiations, concessions,
compromise and so forth. Your problem is that the mentality you're dealing with is,..UL
We must not deal with it unless 1o the extent which facilitates activism and does not

affect the fundamentals, This is everything in that regards, The relationship between the
GOVERNMENT
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Philly Meeting-2F
3:04-CR-240-G
U.S. v. HLF, et al.




Gh:

Ni:

(Ga:

different active grganizations must he re-examined in light of the new directions in order
to be wuly organized, effective, wholesome, complete and in a legal form as they... Ul
They must remain scparate and don't bear responsibility for cach other. In addition to the
direction in place, the following should be noted: determining organizations which can
contribute to dealing with the new reality based on the previous approaches such as the
Fund, the [Islamic] Association [for Palestine] or a latge organization in one of the forms
which were mentioned, determining the role assigned to each organization and its
relationships with the other organizations, both formal and informal relationships, the
available capabilities for activism ...UI for each organization. What are its capabilities
and can it continue working in the long or the short term, to what extent. The challenges
which face each organization and how to counter them from the practical aspect. An
internal challenge, 2 challenge with the commumity, a challenge with the Movement, a

" challenge with the...UL a challenge with the media. The programs of the organizations

overall should be in complets harmony with the general directions of the Movement. I say
that onee again bagause this is very irpportant. By "harmony” I mean that they ought to
serve it in & direct or an indirect manner. But, the format is the flexible part. The. Ul in
the West should be taken into consideration and the available capabilitics. But, what is
important is that all the programs and the lincs are serving the general direction on the
short and the long term. This requires reviewing the general directions,.. Ul God's willing,
they will be available for review. It must be noted that it is important that the
orgamizations provide opinion and information the Islamic Movement. I tell you simply,
how many brothers are here? Twenty-five brothers. All of you, praised be God, speak
very fluently. Which one among you wrote 2 paper and gave it to brother Omar or to
another one, Abou Ibrahim, saying that this is my opinion in the so and so issus, Deliver
it to our brothers.

I always do that.
Nothing was received according to my humbie information. [Laughter).

We always write and...UL

According to my humble information, in truth, nothing [was received). The truth is
that...Ul and this is not convincing. Everyonie must..., [ heard opinions here now which
were not mentioned during very long discnssions about this issue. They were not
mentioned before. And they deserve...UL One shouldn't be frugal with his opinton and
think that our brothers are experts, praised be God. Our brothers are...Ul, praised be God.




Ga:

UM4:

This is an assumption, my brother.

My brother, nothing wes received over there. We don't get any news, we don't get an
article, I don't hear anything...UL You are a Movement, my brother. You're not an
employee...UL ] want you to write a page, half a page or a page and a half and give it to
brother Omar or brother Abou Ibrahim and he will deliver it to the brothars in charge,
They are always in contact. How do you think the world operates?

... The second remark is that the ‘
arrapgements for a meeting like that include many security loopholes, [ noticed that. I
didn't expect that things will happen in that manner even though I'm just one of those
people who were invited to this meeting, Bus, If T had known that this is how the issue is
going 10 be, had I known that it has this magnitude, I would have had remarks about its
arrapgements. So, I hope that in futurs that no meeting is held in this manner because you
are speaking abont strategies and you gathered all the people from the entire continent.
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[UM] Unidentified Male.
1) Unintelligible,

[NFI] Not Further Jdentified.
(LNLD Last name unknown

[talics) Translator's comments,

Sh = Shukr Abu Baker

QOm = Omar Ahmad

Ha = Haitham Maghawri

(Gh = Ghasgan Elashi

S8 = Sheik Sharif

Ga = Gawad (LNL)

Ab = Abde} Salam (LNU)

Ak = Akram (LNU])

Au = Abou [Jsama (NFT)

As = Abdel Halim Al Ashgar (Aboul Hasan)

Ab:

..fempting people to invest. For instance, there were two very strong rumors in the Gaza
Sector. The first one is that Japan will take 12 km in the Sector along the sea to make the
largest port in the Middie East so that there will be commercial trade from this port.
There is another rumor circulating in the Sector is France will build one of the largest
airports in the (Gaza Sector. These things are being sold to the people without..., of course,
people in our locality hear these things and they don't try to verify it or do not analyze
these things. So [they think] all of our problems will be solved and we won't have one
unemployed person in the Gazae Sector, In these matters, they depend on the public and on
people who have no imaginations, For instance, if you gee thetr fastivals to celebrate
this..., this..., this agrasment, you'll find that the majority of them [audience) are kids
below 135-year-old, senior people but you don't find educated psople in these fastivals. All
they care about is that people are happy to see the flag of Palestine which they can legally
place on their homes. To thern, this 15 something which compensates them
peychologically as they have been deprived from that for years. They take advantage of

- this matter psychologicalty. But, those who understand, realize that, without the

Islamists..., they ask you; What did we gain? For instance, even very simple seniors see
the agreement and say - in their dialect - if T were in this cursed guy's place [drafat] - 1
would have said..., God forbid..., God forbid that vou leave Gaza. As & pumshment for
you, you won't leave Gaza. You remain there. We want you [the fsraelis] to remain in
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UMI:

Ab:

UMI:

Sh:

Ab:

TUMI:

Ab:

Gaza. It is as if..., a8 if you did the Jews a favor by agreeing to let them to leave Gaza.
The other side is the role we ought to play. There are two things, two problems in Gaza...

Excuse me. Ybu talked about temptation. You didn't talk about threats.

Threats! Excuse me my brother. You did good because I was planning to talk about it.
Right. May God give you light.

I was writing the word [threats] for you.
WUL[Laughter],

On top of the rumors which... On top of the propaganda for them, propaganda which
tempts people, there are increased calls such as "The police is coming" and "We will
straighten out those who don't like it", "The police is coming and we will straighten out
thoge who don't like it", specially to those who are known to be their enemies or the
Islamists, the seculars who are affiliated with...UT, and the communists who are affiliated
with the Popular Front. I mean, I mean, some lowlife people among them approach
people now in plain light and tell them "We will show you tomorrow"”. You see, what the
Jews do is not one tenth of what they do. So, now they threaten people that police is
coming. We now move on to the role we ought to observe and stuff like that. In front of
people, we shouldn't oppose the agrecment as an agreement, We ought to opposs the
agreement and explain to people why we oppose it because when you oppose the
agresment, you're standing in the way of their dreams to have solutions. So, whal are
you..., what are you going to do for our economic status? What are going to do for us?
What is the altemative? They keep asking this guestion. The population density in the
Gaza Sector blocks any economic development in the manner you want. Why? Because,
in order to have economic development you need land, workers and stuff. The population
density in the Sector blocks any establishments. Another point, the compensations on the
table and their dangers. Now, they're spreading rumors in the camps that they will be
compensating them for their properties and stuff like that, This evokes a very sensitive
side for people of the homeland. As serious as it can get. In Gaza Sector. Itis a
problem....Ul and they wrestle together to the point that someone from the ..Ul had two

- song who were martyred during the Intifada.

From Al Akhtal family.

From Al Akbtal farnily. [His two sons| were martyred in the Intifada. So, he tells them
that [ sacrificed two sons so that Palestine would be liberated and I can sacrifice my other
8 sons 50 that no one would come and share my land with me. Pay attention to the point
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Sh:

Ab:

TUM2:

Ab:
Sh:
Om;

Sh:

and its danger, regarding the issue of the compensations and that a lot of peopls babble s
lot [saving] Yes, we get compensations.

I didn't understand this point. What kind of compensations...

The population make-up of Gaza Sector, my brother, has indigenous people and there are
camps. [Residents of] the camps constitute approximately four times the number of the
indigenous people. The camps are built on the properties of indigenous people, mostly.
So, we could say that this guy would like to get compensated for his property of '48 or
whatever. So, what right does he have to live in Gaza? The indigenous people ask this
question. I mean, you're guest here, you're a guest here in order to fight and I will fight
alongside of you the war of Palestine but not for you to come here, sit here and take
compensations and away my land as well. I mean, the Cause of Palestine should not be
resolved at the expense of the Gaza Sector's indigenous people. This is a very serious

- point, It has now become to the point that..,, that many families in the Gaza Sector worry

very much about this issue, Preserving our accomplishments, this is one of the important
issues. | don't think that guitting the economic and media fronts for the Islamists under
the excuse of the rejection of the [peacefi/] solution is the right path. I mean, we must
have some activities on the economic arena, activities on the media arena even under
totally un-Islamic names...UL but we must have a presence. We shouldn't reject the
solution and stay ontside the game and that's it because, if the solution is adopted and it
works, you want to have a firm ground to resist it in the long range. I mean, maybe now
we don't want to do anything, for instance. But, after a while, some changeable factors
come and we can invest what we build now. I mean, we shouldn'..., we shouldn't waste
our efforts on purely charitable endeavors which lead to strengthening the agreement. No,
we should waste our time on an economic infrastructure which will help in resisting the
agreement later. When is that? In a future stage. May God reward you good.

..UL
This was all after the agreement.
We will have five minutes, my brothers, to discuss our Abdel Salam in what he said.

We need to hear from Sheik Sharif,

Idonmt think that Sharif will touch on the issues Abdel Salarmn mentioned because brother

Sharif...UI in Gaza. Let's finish the topic presented by our brothet, Go ahead, We will
come back to you. We will come back to you.
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Ab;

Sh:
Ab:
Sh:
Ab:

Sh:

Ab:

Ab:

Sh:

Ab:

Sh:

Ab:

My brother, in an objeclive way, we want you to give us your impresston, hot your
personal impression as an Islamist, about the status of the public night now, A comparison
of the festivals which support the agreement with the festivals which oppose [the
agreement] and the general climate on the street. Is there a support to this or that.

The support..., the support is much bigger than the opposmon but, like I told you, they
depend to temptmg people with minor stuff. :

How many? How many?

What do you mean?

How many are supportive and how many feel that...?

In Khan Younis, for inslanée:, 50,000 people met atl Al Qal'a square...
In support?

In support. You see?

How many met before them?

Hundreds.

30,000, Most of the oppesition [fotaled] 30,000, |

Hundreds, Hundreds.

Most of them are Arabs and they...

How do they count 50,000 and not 40,000 and not 30,000.

Yes, I will tell you something. This is an estimation. Al Qal'a was packed with people,
roof of the large mosque, roofs of the municipality and A] Qal'a, all had people. See, keep
in mind that not all of those are supporters. You must have a real analysis. Some people
came to just watch, came to see what is going on. So, you cannot say that everyone there
was in support. Some people came to watch.

But, they're not opposition.
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Gh:

Ab:

Ab:

Ab:

Ab:

Ab:

Ab:

Ab;

Om:

Ab:;

Not opposition.
The fact that they were there...
Some people in opposition also came to watch.

There was & day of strike on 8/1.

Yes.

Did you attend it?

Yes.

Can you tell us what happened...|JT Hamas.

See, about the strike, they agreed to announce to the people that the strike will be until 3

-o'clock and that it will be over after 3 Of'clock, to make it end at 3 O'clock. But it was one

of the most successful strikes which I experienced. Even people in Gaza say so and add
that people adhered to Hamas' strike even after 3 O'clock. It was a total strike and it was
very successful and an indication that people are not pleased.

Did [the strike] go on after 3 o'clock? It continued on after 3 o'clock.

The strike..., the strike continued on past 3 o'clock.

But the TV broadcasted footage of people in the streets, visits and stuff.

There were some marches which came out to the streets, but they were probably after 5
o'clock.

I-Ioﬁr many people [1ook part] in them?

The number varied. You would see a demonstration 4 or 5 trucks full of people,
surrounded by vehicles, noise and drums. All are infants, kids.

But there were no marches in the sireats?

You might find 10-15 people in this alley, 10-15 people in that alley, all beating drums
and playing trumpets. But, there were no large marches in the manner it was...
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UM:  The day of the signing [of the peace agreement]. How was the Sector on the day of the
signing [of the peace agreement]? :

Ab:  Before the sighing, people were waiting to sec what was going to happen. Pay attention,-

 the whole matter was done hastily in manner which didn't give people enough time to
-react to the event. [ mean, announcing the agreement and signing the agreement was all
done within a week, Not even that. Maybe even five days, within a week which didn't
give people a chance to react to the event. It was so quickly to the point that people were
shocked wondering what 15 going to happen. Is this true or lies? They're still in a state of
shock.

UM: Ok How was the mood the day of the signing?

Ab:  They were watching TV.

UM: Were people pleased with the singing or did they say: How come, How come?

Ab:  The reaction immediately after that was that the Palestinian flags appeared, Every house
had a large flag. All newspapers affiliated with those benefitting [from the agreement] all
fwrote about] the inspired leader. '

UM: Abou Ammar's pictures were everywhere?

Ab:  Praised be God. They were printed and distributed free of charge.

UM: How about the deportees, the demonstration which was supposed to happen at midnight?

Al No one agreed expect their families and the people who., UL

UM: Even when you carme...UlL

Ab:  No one at all. Even my cousin went and... When it came to the agreement, people forgot
all about the deportees. But the deportees, honestly, thank the people of America for the
afforts they exerted. Truly, they'rs very pleased with the Union [Islamic Association for
Palestine].,. UL

[Laughter].

Ab:  Np, really.

UM: [Ihave a question. Now, you say that the supporters were more than the opponents. Does
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Ab:

Ab
Gh:

Ab:

Sh:

that mean...? This happened after the agreement [was signed), after they sig;hed. But,
before it was signed, were people, the average person on the street, were they against the
agreement? Were they stunned and juSt decided to go along or what?

You see, no one saw the [fext of] the agreement until now, People don't know anything

. about the agreement until now. People see the flag of Palestine and you're now permitted

to go the...UT while you have the flag of Palestine, so people felt that..., that something
happened. But, what is it? You knew the drowning person who clings to a straw...

Yes.

So, as far as the people are concerned, the flag of Palestine is now in front of them. Ok,
yesterday, I was unable to raise the flag and but now I can raise it today. So, something
must have happened. But, are they, like they say, going to sit down after the initial shock
and review the matter over with a clear head? For instance, one wonian who was walking
between Gaza and Khan Younis. | was riding in the car and the flags are fluttering. She is
old and she was saying... She has two sons, one was martyred and the other one is
sentenced to life in prison. She was saying to them "This is wrong . When a Jew was

killed, that used to cool my fite, When a Jew was killed, that used to cool my fire. And

now? What..., what will calm my fire?"
She wants to relieve her anger.

[She said) "If T lay my hands on you, Arafat, I'd eat you with my tecth”.
0God. .

This woman is not educated or anything, Another man saw them celebrating, He told
thern "What? Did they release the prisoners or not yet?", a way of... Peaple who langh
[i.e. who are happy) are the boys who are 12-vear-old, the 13-year-old and the 14-yaar-
old, the ones who used to throw stones a little while ago. What can you say. So, you nead
to take into consideration that you shouldn't say that the events surrounding the agreement
are real things. You have to analyze them, You need to analyze them.

Ok, our brothers. All of them is good talk. There are papers presented which need to be
analyzed. Let's move on quickly taking questions without making pelitical analysis. This
is goad talk. Quickly...

Have there been any objections to the agreement? Do you have a feeling that there have
been cooperation with the.,.UT Aunthority?
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Ab:
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Ab:

Sh.:
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Ab:

Al

Sh:

Betting is on whether the [Palestinian National] Authority would beé able to solve their |
£Cconomic prob}ems' If it solves their economic problems, they will deal with it.

Are there concrete awdanc:e that there will be a conﬁuntatmn between Hamas and the
Authority?

Er..
Through your experience...

‘When the Authority comes to office, it might happen. Because it is' the Authority which
doesn't want to...Ul. They don't want to have clashes with Hamas or the Islamists now so
that won't stir people against them. No, they want their police forces and [say] "We don't
have a disagreement, we're democratic, we're this and that..." unti] they take hold of
everything and then they will...UL

O, is this the conviction of the brothers?

This is a personal conviction but some brothers share it with us,

In the mosques, what was the situation... UL

The mosques are full of... The Friday sermons vary, between a very radical and another
logical speaker. And there is another speaker who talks about prayers and fasting.

Yes, there are people to bring the subject up with extreme radicalism and there are people
who speak in a logical way, there ars people who speak....

...UL Do some people say "Let's calm down. There is no need for this kind of talk..,"
There are..., lislen, listen. There are some people who are happy and who say "Should we
WoITy about thig or that...". Even the Worshjpers don't have the education a.nd the
undcrstandmg 10...

They are used to...Ul and loud voices and (hat's it.

Yes, loud voices.,..

- When we raise our voices we...UL
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Ab:
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Ab:

Sh:

. Ab:

Ab:

..UL.. as long as people are ignarant about the agreement... UL

See, they take advantage of people's ignorance of the agreement and occupy people very
rapidly with economic development and stuff like that which doesn't give people the time
to think about the agreement. They don't care about the text of the agreement, they care:
about their lives..., their daily lives and the material standard of living.

30, there is no prospect for change?

Of course, there is a prospect for change, but...UL What is our strategy for change?
People won't change by themselves and what did the agreement give to the people? What
can we provide to the people? And, does our opposition to the agreesment solve people's

problems?
If we look at the...UI The second question is: selecting the... UL

Rumors on the streets say that this is a settling of old grudges between them and...UL His
funeral totally dominated the...UL

Do you mean that...UI
I don't understand the question.
UL

It is very important i0 make people aware of it. And that is the point we're talking about.
We must have an economic and a media presence in the... U,

" This is the last one. Akram...UL

- My brother, regarding the secret...UL does it exist in the [ West] Bank and...UL

The problem is not that it exists, the problem is in the way you commaunicate it to the
masses, the way you communicate it to the people. Listen, do you think that the majority
of the people of Rafah, Khan Younis or Gaza are going to read and analyze an
agreement? The won't pay attention to it.

But..., but the secret...UL is ¢lear,

They won't do it. We have to communicate it...
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Ab:

Ab:

Sh;
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This is butside the topic. This is outside the topic. UL
(Can we say that... Ul resistance to the self-autonomy?

[..., I don't have information about that. It might be that... UL
People's reaction, . Ul

You know something, Even the fighters of Fatah themselves..., the fighters of Fatah
themselves are now walking around telling people that "We're entitled to positions more
than anyone else...". There is an internal conflict between them now.

My brothers, this talk is to be continued, God's willing, There are remarks now. Please
don't mention the name Samah in an explicit manner. We agree on saying it as "sister
Samah". We will talk about her honor and the session is..., the seéssion here is a joint
workshop between the Holy Land Foundation and the JAP. This is the official form. I
mean, please, in case some inquired. So, please, we...UL There is no need that we...UL
Brother Abou Osama just came back from the homeland...UL We told him to change his
date of birth to be the day..., really, the day you landed on the land of Palestine is your
true birthday. He will tell us, God's willing, about his experience in this figld.

Born again...[Laughter].

In the name of the God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. Thanks be to God, prayers and
peace be on God's prophet... UL Dear hrothers, peace be with you, God's mercy and
blessings, The date of the visit is the.. Ul of the month, [passibly] 1993. During the visit, I
visited almost the entire region of the [ Wesr] Bank, the [Gaza] Sector and ... UL The visit
was really...UI charitable work. Visiting the [charitable] organizations. I, of course, was
here during the signing of the agreement in...UL Generally, and as an introduction to the
topic which I want to talk about, people have truly faced,...UI, or lived the moment
of...Ul, and the moment of the [signing of] the agresment. But, this drove people to a state
of despair. People generally are suffering patiently. The Movement, whether it is in
support or opposition [to the peace agreement], supports people's hopes and...UL In the
past, work was done in the manner you all know, Er..., people now in this stage in
particular, the issue of despair they live in and the second issue which helped give the
agreement this thrust is that the authorities have already given a permit to one party and
not the other one. Already, some of the areas in which support festivals were held [for the
ugreement) were military areas. Consequently, they would lose the push forward and... UL
There were little action at the mosques and people would attend. The issue of the flags
is...UL The owner of the flags factory is Jewish, He opened a factory..., | went and saw
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UM:

Sh:

Au:

the factory and it is the one which makes the flags which are distributed. So, the issue of
the flag as the brothers mentioned is a psychological issue. The truth is that people,
generally, are.. Ul in '48. They defend the Cause now. I met some people who say "I don't
want the new regime to come to power...Ul like '48 to govern me in the dictatorial Arab

. manner. | live in Israel, yes, but.,.UI If a regime comes to power and is going to restore

our freedom and dignity, I will be,..UL Another person says that we couldn't raise our
heads [i.e. be proud) until this agreement was signed. Now, we have an existence and an
actual name in the world. If [ move on to the organizations, the organizations are
suffering, of course. the organizations are suffering a great deal. Wherever you go there is
a suffering and there is a shortage in...U], specially in regards to the issue of deportation
and the financial side. People also talk about the issues of investment. ...UT investments
as in the Gulf region and the Arab countries. Therefore, ...UL That's it and the financial
issue [is of concern). As for the festivals which took place, the reaction of the people who
attended them was good. I mean, I attended one of the festivals in Jerusalem and...Ul
were there. A debate took place. Of course, the opponents were...UT, while the other
people [i.e. supporters] were discussing it discretely. But, people in general...Ul, if you
started to debate them, they will...UIL The media issue shows that if you have the right
approaches with people and was able to...UL And if you were able to reach their minds
and their hearts, you will find out that the issue is...UT. There is nothing after that, just a
straw. As they say...UL That's it. There is nothing else. But, in reality, there is a lot of
cxaggeration meant to show that the overall number of the supporters is larger than the
opponents. Now, regarding the organizations, brothers, the brothers are watchful and
cautious, at Ieast with the organizations which...UL They are either...UI run by honorable
people or social organizations which., UL Of course, the brothers - our brothers - are
asking "What is the solution?". Truly, the brothers rely a lot on the stand taken by the
youths in America and they believe that we see the whole matter in a more wholesome
and more complete manner, I believe that our...Ul and I now ask if there is anything...UL

Our brothers, God's willing, if anyone has a question...
Go ahead...UL

I decided that.,.UT,

[Collective laughter followed by a short period of unintelligible group talk}.

UM:

The police issue, what do people say about it? What do...UI and what are the expectations
of our brothers?
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‘Au: As far as the police is concerned, there is a good reaction to it. Expectations are that...UL

[Several people ask questions and Abou Usama responds amid heavy static. Unintelligible]

Au:

UM:

| Aun:

UM,
Sh:

UM:

Sh;

UM:

Aun
Sh:

Ab;

Sh:

Gh:

UM;

Sh:

LM:

Sh:

Lt d;epends on the media. If we managed to reach the people...UL

What about people's ‘opinions...[ﬂ.

That depends...UL | |

Is this against Hamas...UT

Didn't we say not to mention that term...

Is it against the Movement...

...UI you should expect people will cuss this party and that party. This is people's nature.
People might accept that something happcn.f.

People don't need any...UL |

People don't need it (NFI). I mean, we won't earn any new friends if we...UlL

We will gain 2 lot if we manage to build an economic infrastructure for ourselves even
without Tslarmic names over thers,

Hum. Hum. Ok, who raised his hands?

l‘did.

I just have some to add about the issue of... -
Go ahead.

After the brothers finish, I ask brother Gawad to talk to us for five minutes about Jordan.
The Jordanian arena is very important.

When is brother Gawad's presentation, my brother?
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UM2:

She

UM2Z:

Sh:

TTM2:

Ab:

Sh:

UM2:

Ab:

Is it going to be in the same topic?
It is part of the presentation which he...UL
This one, you mean?

Yes. Just make a note over there that one of the brother would like to speak. But,
brothets, without making mistakes regarding the names, please.

But, Clinton is.. not a problem.

What?

Clinton's position is...

Ok...UL This guy...UI. Who raised his hands, guys?

[ have a question, Actually, two [questions]. You spoke about Gaza and Gaza's situation
is known to be tragic and people's emotion might overcome them and take them to that
direction. How about the { West] Bank, none of you spoke about the [ West] Bank.

The situation in the [ West] Bank is probably wavering. I visited Jericho and the [West]
Bank, Jerusalemn and... Jericho, as I felt, has the same factors as (Gaza as far as the low
standard of services and stuff like that. People are very happy and are posting flags
outside and stuff. The rest of the [ West] Bank, I mean, Jerusalem and the area of
Ramallah, you don't feel that there is anything called, excuse me, Intifada or something...
Markets are full, people buy and sell, there are no curfews on the street, In Gaza, curfew
is at 8 o'clock and that's it. There is no... There is fence around Gaza, entry and exit is
through gates only. The economic situation in the West Bank..., there are economic
resources at the level of the cities in it. You could even feel that each city has economic
resources which is sufficient to it as a city. ...UL

..UL Go shead, my brother.

The first question is: You mentioned that people's interest in joining the police varies.
Those who don't have a job and those who are affiliated with..., join until they get thewr
issues taken care of. Do you believe that - based on your presence there - there are people
who think about joining [zhe police] from now?

By God, I heard about this inclination. As an inclination but I have no knowledge of...UT.
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UM2; It doesn't have to be in public, but...UL

Ah:

UM2:

Sh:
Ab:
Sh:
Ab:

Sh;
She
As:

Ab:

Ahb:

As [ mentioned; only as an inclination.

There is also another question: In the [ West] Bank, are there any known indicators of the
Intifada other than strikes or the clashes? And what..., what is the people's stand in the

[ West] Bank and is their stand stronger than that of the Gaza people since the [ West] Bank

1s not included in the agreement. Or, at least, its situation is still undetarmined.
..UL Did you stay shout six days in the [West] Bank?

UL |

But, what is the general situation as you felt it?

By God, no. Life is normal and routine. ...UT at 12 o'clock or 1 2.m. and...UL

Hurn. What do you mean by "affiliated"? These..., these are fluid terms. You can think
about them for five days. Is there anything else?

There is a c:lunstion.
Go ahead, Aboul Hasan.

Ok, people on the inside. What is their impression? Peopls inside the '48 area. You talked
for a while about the other cities,

Let me give you my personal opinion, People now think they shouid let this be a time of
quiet, you see, and we try to gain better positions, you see. This is the vision of the...

Movement, you mean?

Yes, those special people. I mean, this is time of quiet in order for us to rearrange our
papers, be able to gain better positions. In reality and my personal humble view is that
they're the ones who can through their long existence over there, from growing up over
there, their entry and the ease of penetrating the entity... If you have money, you could do
whatever you want over there. They see that there is a benefit gained from the Movement
but a person who is far, you see, doesn't see a result for the Movement. This vision comes
from over there, from the people who could see. They tell you that there is no objection
for keeping matters quiet for now. Let's really try to organize ourselves and rearrange our
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Ab:

Ab:

As:

Ab:

Ab:

Sh:

Ab:

papers. But, this doesn't mean that this is a support for the...

But, this stand... The public over there might gat the wrong impression as long as you
didn't object [to the agreement] and say "This might mean that you're supportive”. The
public on the inside might consider that you didn't...

No, no, no. Their..., their public stand is..., is..., is no different from... We're talking about
private talks. Their public positions haven't deviated from the general outline regarding
the opposition to the agreement. But, we need to ask what is the benefit from the overt
opposition to the agreement,

As far as they're concerned?

As far as we're concerned. What is the benefit to be gained from it? What is the benefit
from the overt opposition to the...?

They're known to have a certain inclination. If they don't show explicit opposition, people
around them will think that they're supportive [of the agreement]. So, this might have an
impact on the rest of the people who... U, whether they're 800 or 700. This point is...

This is a new thing for all of us. Opposition to what extent?

Yes,

And the opposition should have a in proportion to reality, the reality we live in. Saying,
"No, ne, no" without giving alternatives..., without,,.UJ in reality. How is that going to

- happen? What are the channels? Is that going to be through ads or...UI? Is it going to be

by giving a green light to certain sectors to move here and there. These are matters which
are still being discussed and examined, That's it.

Qk...UL Go ahead.

: The police..., it was mentioned in one of the translated Jewish newspapers that the Jews

have several reservations and must supervise the police for fear that sorne people have
penectrated the Palestinian police sector. This is on the Jews' mind.

The commander of the army made a statement about ten days ago. What is his
understanding of the authority of the police according to the army and what is the
authority of... The Palestinian police have no authority like police forces. Its authority
doesn't exceed the public, but the [Israeli] army is required to handle the security issue.
mean, they say that, without a permission from the [Palestinian] police, without anything
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Sh:

UM3:

Sh:

UMB:

Ab:

UM3:

Ab:

UM3:

Ab:

Sh:

Ga:
Sh:

Ga:

~ it was a clear message - they say that we have the right to enter... Even chasing the
fugitives, chasing the fugitives will continue. The same person said that, said that it is our
right to reach any area without a permission from the [Palestinian)] police. And, if the
pelice tried to stop us, it will be a...er, an obstacle to security. He was speaking very
clearly. It docan't need...er.

Go ahead, my brother, go ahead.

A question to the Sheik about the charitable organizations. You said that, if they're
religious, they will be under the Ministry of Endowments and, if they're charitable, they
will be under the [Ministry of] Social Services. This will be in Gaza and Jericho. Right?
Yes, of course.

How about the [West] Bank?

The same thing.

Will the same thing happen to them?

Yes, of course. They will be subjected to the same system, Now..., now..., this is the
feeling of the people in charge of these organizations.

Yes. But, in reality, people who have organizations in the [ West] Bank, are they going to -
be in the hands of the...UL

The fecling of the people...

Abou Mohamed has a paper to be presented regarding the organizations and stff. God's

willing, when his tum comes, we will address this point if it is not a part of his paper,

what 15 the expected future of these organizations, We thank you for the good
presentation. We now move on to brother Gawad's presentation. Do you need a camera,
brother Gawad... [Laughter]. You don't want it? And brother Aboul Hasan, of course,
is...UL - ‘

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. Of course...

Do we have...UI? Go shead, my brother. Finish.

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. ...UI politica] analysis of what has
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been written about it [the peace agreement] from our side and from the brothers with
us...Ul. This might be our personal interpretation or...UL Anyway, the paper is about the
circles which will be affected by this process and how do we deal with it here in America.
Algo, the...Ul which will be affected and the problems which they might face. But, as an
mtroduction to the topic, cooperation with the agreement which took place must be based
on a strategy of...UI which is the issue of the continuous conflict in the region, a conflict
of existence and a conflict of destiny between us and this, .., this enemy entity. This
agreement did not cotne &5 a mere small changeable political event relating to a change in
Palestinian activism method, the way to deal with occupation or the Zionist entity. No, it
is my belief at least that this agreement - and it conld be studied - is a coalition between a
party which is holding the Palestinian people by the neck politically and financially and
between this occupier in order to resist any opportunities for it to rise up, whether through
resistance or...UT or through the Islamists or otherwise in the occupied land and to
cooperate with it as well to strike the Islamic movement in the other Arab countries as
well, This is will according to information...Ul five years ago, He has different Arab
maps. Attention should be payed to this matter, Qut of that, we should deal with the
agreement on the basis that it will change the definition, the principle and the
fundamentals of the conflict and not as a limited political change. It 1s a revolt in reality
or an attempted revolt against our entire strategic program. I mean, there is an attemnpt to
eross you out from the political map in the region entirely. If this doesnt work, they will
limit you in way which renders you ineffective or...UL It is based on that understanding
that we should deal with the agreement whether as fur as America is regarded or not. Of
course, the inside is number one, then Jordan a and Lebanon, ..Ul the community
abroad, but dealing [with the agreement] should be based on that. Regarding of the
circumstances, this is what we should base our opinion on. After that, how to deal with
each couniry, each arena and each circumstance - based on that approach - will be
different.

UL

The basis should remain the same which is that the current change is a strategic one
relating to our intellectual structure, strategic structure and our even our skeletal structure.
Therefore, retaliation will be widespread against our individuals, our organizations, our
supporters, our mosques, our presentations, our media, our boys, our girls, our women, |
our relationships with our brothers in the other Arab countries. All of these will be
affected, unfortunately, in a negative way at least in the first phase. The...Ul 1s that we
ought to look at the matters keeping in mind that we are at a historical crossroads. This
crossroads is still being formulated in my opinion. It hasn't formulated until now. | mean,
the straight path won't be formulated - even for years - for this crossroads. This crossroads
is still at the one to two days level, truly. In my opinion, at least, the road is not chartered
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in an accurate way, neither for the Jews, the Palestinians nor for America. Everyone is
now planning, working, working, planning for four months, six months and a year at a
‘maximum. But, the vast majority are still formulating thetr preliminary positions and how
their general policies will be like hecause no one knows what kind of reaction to expect
from the other party and how to deal with it. All what is happening is a matter of a
test... Ul like what Abd Rabou said, like what the Jews said, ...UI with Rabin. It is an
experimental matter, like a test tube, something like that. Consequently, we need to act on
that basis. The first thing is that it is dangerous for us and is targeting this, that and that,
but it hasn't reached its final stage. I mean, it is still in the first stage. They're trying to
formulate this path which destroys what we talked about in the beginning. But, they
haven't succeeded yet. This 1s my opinion. Based on that, we need to look at the needed
role, not as dealing with a status quo, but dealing with what would be the status quo. This
is what...UI is different from us. Dealing with the status quo is the status quo of the
Islamic Movement in the Arab countries. If this feeling spread to the Islamic Palestinian
Movement, I bring to you the news of a masgsive diversion...UL, a massive one, not a small
one. I mean... U], there won't be a nation, liberation or independence. Why can'l they...UI
the region until now? They even...UL you lat them in. How is their position going to be.
What is the precise role of the police? The police forces...UL Police officers are going to

. be...UL All of that is talk. The Palestinian street, the public, until now they don't know

~ what is the role of a [Palestinian] policeman. Are they going to kill me? Are they going
to lock me up with the Jews? Or, are they going to be policemen to serve us? All of that is
being formulated. All of that is being formulated. Your presence on the arena now with
weight and with might is what is needed now in order for you to participate in
formulating the crossroads in which you might have a larger share than them if you
succeed, or a certain share if... .

LLE AT LA DL LRSS EE L L L DL L L

END OF RECORDING.
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[UM] Unidentified Male.

(U1 Unintelligible,
[NFI] Not Further Identified.
(LNLD Last name unknown

Utalics) Translator's comments,

Sh = Shukri Abu Baker

Om = Omar Ahmad

Ha = Haitham Maghawn

Gh = Ghassan Elashi

58 = Sheik Sharif

Ga = Gawad (LNU)

Ab = Abdel Salam (LNLU)

Ak = Akram (LNU)

An = Abou Usama (INEFT)

As = Abdel Halim Al Ashqar (Aboul Hasan)

... On top of the propaganda for thern, propaganda which
tempts people, there are increased calls such as "The police is coming" and "We will
straighten out those who don't like it". "The police is coming and we will straighten out
those who don't like it", specially to those who are known to be their enemies or the
Islamists, the seculars who are affikiated with...UI, and the communists who are affiliated
with the Popular Front. I mean, I mean, some lowlife people among them approach
people now in plain light and tell them "We will show you tomorrow". You see, what the
Jews do is not one tenth of what they do. So, now they threaten people that police is
coming. We now move on to the role we ought to observe and stuff like that. In front of
people, we shouldn't oppose the agreement as an agreement.

GOVERNMENT
EXHIBIT
Philly Meeting-3E
3:04-CR-240-G
U.S. v. HLF, et al.
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Sh:

Ab:

Gh:

Ab:

Ab:

So, as far as the people are concemed, the flag of Palestine is now in front of them, Ok,
yesterday, I was unable to raise the flag and but now I can raise it today. So, something
must have happened. But, are they, like they say, going to sit down after the initial shock
and review the matter over with a clear head? For instance, one woman who was walking
between Gaza and Khan Younis. I was riding in the car and the flags are fluttering. She is
old and she was saying... She has two sons, one was martyred and the other one is
sentenced to life in prison. She was saying to them "This is wrong . When a Jew was

killed, that used to cool my fire, When a Jew was killed, that used to cool my fire. And

now? What..., what will calm my fire?"

‘She wants to relieve her anger.

[She said]} "If T lay my bands on you, Arafat, I'd eat you with my teeth".
0 God.

Are there concrete evidence that there will be a confrontation between Hamas and the
Authonty? |

Er...

Through your experience...

When the Authority comes to office, it might happen. Because it is the Authority which
doesn't want to...UL They don't want to have clashes with Hamas or the Islamists now so
that won't stir people against them. No, they want their police forces and [say] "We don't
have a disagreement, we're democratic, we're this and that..." until they take hold of

everything and then they will...UL

Qk, is this the conviction of the brothers?




Ab:  See, they take advantage of people's ignorance of the agreement and occupy people very
repidly with economic development and stuff like that which doesn't give people the time
to think about the agreement. They don't care about the text of the agreement, they care
about their lives..., their daily lives and the material standard of living.

Sh: My brothers, this talk is to be continued, God's willing. There are rernarks now. Please
don't mention the name Samah in an explicit manner. We agree on saying it as "sister

Samah". We will talkc about her honor and the session is..., the séssion here is a joint
workshop between the Holy Land Foundation and the IAP. This is the official form. I

mean, please, in case some mquired.

"An;  As far as the police is concerned, there is a good reaction to it. Expectations are that...UL
[Several people ask questions and Abou Usama responds amid heavy static. Unintelligible]
Au:  ..it depends on the media, If we managed to reach the people.. UL |
UM: What about people's opinions.., UL
Aw:  That depends...UL
UM: Is this against Hamas... Ul
Sh:  Didn't we say not to mention that term...

UM: Isit against the Movement...

Ab:  The situation in the [ West] Bank is probably wavering. I visited Jericho and the [West]
Bank, Jerusalem and... Jericho, as I felt, has the same factors as Gaza ag far as the low
standard of services and stuff like that. People are very happy and are posting flags
outside and stuff. The rest of the [ West] Bank, | mean, Jerusalem and the area of
Ramallah, vou don't feel that there is anything called, excuse me, Intifada or something...
Markets are full, people buy and sell, there are no curfews on the street. In Gaza, curfew
is at 8 o'clock and that's it, There is no... There is fence around Gaza, entry and exit is
through gates only. The economic situation in the West Bank..., there are economic
resources at the level of the cities in it. You could even feel that each city has economic
resources which is sufficient to it as a city. ...UL




As;

Ab:

Ab:

Al

Ga:

But, this stand... The public over there might get the wrong impression as long as you
didn't object [fo the agreement] and say "This might mean that you're supportive”. The
public on the inside might consider that you didn't...

No, no, no. Their..., their public stand is..., 1s..., 15 no different from... We're talking about
private talks. Their public positions haven't deviated from the general outline regarding
the opposition to the agreement. But, we need to ask what is the benefit from the overt
opposition to the agreement.

As far as they're concemed?

As far as we're concerned, What is the benefit to be gained from it? What is the benefit
from the overt opposition to the...? ' .

They're known to have a certain inclination, If they don't show explicit opposition, people
around them will think that they're supportive [of the agreement]. So, this might have an
impact on the rest of the people who...Ul, whether they're 800 or 700. This point is,..

This is a new thing for all of us. Opposition to what extent?

Yes,

... It is based on that understanding
that we should deal with the agreement whether as far as America is regarded or not. Of
course, the inside is number one, then Jordan a and Lebanon. ...Ul, the community
abroad, but dealing [with the agreement] should be based on that. Regarding of the
circumstances, this is what we should base our opinion on. After that, how to deal with
each country, each arena and each circumstance - based on that approach - will be
different.
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Ak:  ..over night. In the near future, he might surprise you with something new which leaves
unable to determine what to do. That would happen if you adopt a point of view which is
hostile to the agreement only because it didn't bring about a Palestinian state in the West
Bank and Gaza...U in the [West] Bank and Gaza, And what are you going to say? We
stick to the fundamentals of our cause which is our complete rights in the entire land of
Palestine. How are we going to present them is something different but, we don't have to
abandon them and sell out in the same way as the [Palestinian Liberation] Organization
was thinking a while back, for instance. Let's remain..., we know that they are not going
to give up anything. We just keep saying the West Bank and Gaza and we will win the
media war because they are not going to give us anything. Let them give you somsthing.
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TUMI:

You had to make concessions after concessions until you got the mininaum. We shouidn't
commit mistake and say that they won't give us a state. Ok, what if they did? Are we
going to look for a different justification why we oppose the agreement? No. We should
be clear in our position regarding Palestine, either with an American person, a Palestinian
person, an Arab person or 4 Muslim person. We might give one of them more details than
the other but, we shouldn't abandon our right in '48 Palestine because, by God, America
won't accept it. On the contrary, the Americans respect someone who has a point of view
which he holds on to and don't respect someone who wears a different color everyday and
who doesn't take a position. The second thing is that we must know the future media
strategy of the Jews in regards to the media campaign they will launch against us in
America and even in Palesting itself, It is clear that the main enemy of the agreement right
now is the Islamists, The other people don't have a public..., a weight like the Islamists
and it is clear that the attack will be on the Islamists. In their minds, they have no one else
to focus an other than the Islamists, Not only do they want a Jew to attack the Islamists,
but also the entire world to march behind them to attack the Islamists as well, This will
raflect on us here in America because, at the end, we will see that the Amarican media -
with the Jewish media in America and Palestine implied in it - discuss these issues and
we will be forced to respond to an issue whenever one is raised. ANl of our positions will

- be reactions and they won't have.,.UI what are we expecting to happen, how to prepare for

it 50 that we are not surprised with the unexpected every time, For example, there was a
seminar at George Washington University a week ago about the Middle East process and
tarrorism, this was its title. They brought experts from...er, from the Center of Strategic
International Studies, from the Near Bast Policies, from the Israeli embassy, the military
attache and his deputy. I mean there were some people who were trying to present the
Israeli point of view, mostly, about how the coming stage will be like. I just wanted to
mention some of the points which thsy unanimously agreed on as these will be the points
we will work on in the future. For example, instead of saying that terrorism now is... So
that all of you are in the picture, they defined terroriam as anyone who s opposed to the
agreement, You are against peace and a terrorist if you oppose the agreement. The issue
of being opposed to the agreement as a point of view is no longer there with them. You
are against peace, If you are opposed to peace, it means that it js Ok to slaughter you in
any suitable manner they deem fit. They're trying to discuss this issue and how they are

‘going to present it to the media in the future in order to discredit those who are opposed

to peace. And the most important party they talk about is..., they didn't mask it like us and
sey Hossam and stuff. They were saying Hamas 15 our main goal in the next stage.
[laughter]. So,...

You're quoting them.
Yes, that is what they said.
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Sh:

UMI:

Tvi1:

Quote unguote. He is quoting them. Don't you hear him?

They came up with some points some of which is that the near future will witness
terrorism against the Palestinians. There was almost a complete accord that, in the next
stage, the Jews are used to terrorism, It is not something strange to them. And the

- Americans are...UI and they deal with it. But, the Palestinian people..., the new arriving

government is not used to terrorism and doesn't know how to deal with terrorism. It still
doesn't have the expeniences fo deal with terrorism, [UT brief group talk]... against the
agreement in Palestine, Therefore, this is something we ought to be ready for from now,
There is always...UI how to address even the Americans and tell them that those who
oppose the agreement do not oppose peace, for instance. We should address the American
mentality which is one of their convictions they always preach zaying that, for instance,
the people who accepted the agresment and signed the apreement didn't gat an
authorization from the people, nor did they get an authorization from its organizations, I
mean, some things like that in order to give credibility to people who oppose the
agreement from now, You don't wait until the self-rule takes place and then you say, "By
God, we are against the selfirule because it is not legal and stuff”, No, you work on it
from now in your media so that you give..., 50 that you prepare for the future opposition
of the self rule which is about to take effect. You have to defand it as the real target is the
Islamic Movement over thers. This iz the first thing. The second thing which must be

- focused on is that we must attempt to imaprove the living conditions of the Palestinians.

This was unanimously agreed on by the Jews and thé Americans, They're concerned

‘with...UI over there. This is the only solution which might make the self rule succeasful.

Therefore, we must focus on our rights in Palestine. Not enly our economic rights. The
people of Palestine don't have to sign an agreement so that their living conditions
improve. Why is the entire infrastruciure of the Palestinian pzople in tatters and its
condition is that bad? Why don't we tie this condition..., why don't we tie this to the
occupation? Why don't we say that this is a normal thing and that now because there is
peace the living conditions of the Palestinians must improve. We fry to bring to the
surface not only the economic rights of the Palestinians. This is one thing, The..,

Now, brothers...
Go ahead.

So, now the Algerian who is fighting in Algeria, the Egyptian who is fighting in Egypt,
the Tunisian who is fighting in Tunisia, the Iraqi in Iraq and the Syrian in Syria and
everywhere..., the legal status of their fighting is..., What? What I really want to say is
that if we don't focus on the doctrinal and the Sharia issue we are not really presenting
any new legitimacy for our work. If T clothe or feed a Palestinian or stuff this will not
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silence the people of Islam and the people of faith from pursuing the cause.

This is what I mentioned at the beginning. Qur undisputable rights.

I mean....,

I said that af the beginning. Our rights in Palcstinc.don't have anything to do with any
living conditions. We have undisputable rights in Palestine as Islamists. They don't
change with the changing of the events,

But, our issue now is..., it is even a fundamental issue that blocking the Sharia of God,
fighting Islam and confronting God the Almighty..., this is 2 grand issue. May it be good,
God's willing,

We are confronting the biggast enemy for Islam,

What?

We in Palestine are confronting the biggest enemy of Islam. It is..., it is a two-sided

enemy, an enemy of Islam and an enemy of...UL

I'm not denying the partial rights, But, the grand issue we must focus on and the one we
must teach people its aspects is the issue of belief and disbelief.

Yes.

But, please allow me...

You taught us interruptions and objections. Why did you teach us that? [laughter].
There remains two points, two or three points. We must take advantage of the current

situation. The media sees that we adopt the point of view of the Islamic Movement as I
mentioned in the beginning. Therefore, we should try to publish some articles by

represantatives of the Islamic Movement in the U.S, papers. This is not something simpie.

Some believe that this is 2 marginal thing to do. Maybe so in the Orient. But, if we
manage to reach the Western media, you reach a large audience through it even in the
Orient itself. For example, Pringe Hassan can publish an article as Prince Hassan, for
instance. I believe that there is big desire in the American media, the famous outlets in

‘America, to understand a point of view representing the Islamic Movement, or to read an

article representing the Islamic Movement. Something about your opinion regarding the
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agreement, for instance, or regarding any new developments which might occur. Why do
we wait for people to ask us for an article in English when we know what they think? -
Why can't we write this article, show it to them, for instance, and if they approva it we
send it in the person's name, in this person's name, We have the deportees, for instance,
some of them are key figures and they..., for instance, ...Ul in establishing the Movement
here. Why can't we have thern - being doctors and stuff - write the articles they want
somehow and give them to the media to publish and say that this arlicle represents the
point of view of people who represent the Movement and not a personal point of view.
This is just like when a researcher in American sends an article which they might or
might not publish. This is what I'm thinking. The second thing is that we are approaching
events we must be ready for like I mentioned. For instance, a little later Arafat will
supposedly go back to the [ West] Bank and take over. We are approaching events which
will..., the media is interested in the issue and it will make new contacts and find out the

* opinion of those who are opposed. So, a day later ot later on we will be thinking what are

we gupposed to do. I mean,...Ul the agreement. We need 10 be ready for the day the media
is interested again in the cause...,'we must be ready to contact people in the media today,
who...UL who represents us, what are the organizations the media might contact in
case...Ul so that we are ready for these events. The other thing; thare are preparations
under way to compensate the refugees of '48 or '67 for their rights meaning, to forsake
their land, s¢ll their land in compensation for money. This is a decision which might be
reached. So, why are we weiting for this decision to be made before we publish legal

. edicts, before we warn peopie that it is not pennissible? Why can't we issue a statement

now that any resolution reached by the United Nations or a joint Isracli-Palestinian
commitiee to compensate the Palestinians for their rights is legally not permissible, that
selling the land iz a treason. Why are waiting for...UI bafore we take action. By then,
those who want to consent will have consented and those who want to fill out
applications will have filled out applications. Right now, you have time to mobilize the
public and manages your affairs in anticipation of what is going to happen in the future.
Therefore, I helieve there are a lot of expectations. We can expect two or three options to

-happen in the future; ... UT at the media level at least if not at the public level. Like our

brother Shukn mentioned, I wonld like to stress that we should discredit Arafat in the
eyes of the Palestinian psople and in the syes of the American people and we have a good
case. We must know that. We should ..Ul about him; about his management of the
[Palestinian Liberation] Organization during the time it was an organization, about
political assassinations which they used to commit. Of course, these things are not going
to result in people changing their view of him but, they will give you some credit in the
future as an opposing party to the agreement. We don't oppose the person who is
democratic. We don't oppose 2 person who is peace-loving, we oppose a person who is 2
criminal. This is what T have.,.[UT brigf group talk]. Opposition can also be done by
writing about some of its figures, by writing about their personal biographiss and
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sh:

educational levels so that people get an idea about the opposition that it is not a primijtive
movement, It is a sophisticated thing. This issue is important not only to.. .Ul but also to
the Palestinian people and public activism and media activism.

May God reward you well. May God reward you well. May God reward you well.
Regarding the media doctrinal address, T believe that it requires caution. What is the
shape and the form of the address. Qur addtess i the doctrinal aspect might be a rock.
We climb atop the rock and say "Save Jerusalem". Jerusalem in particular appeals to the
Muslims and [ don't think it appeals to the Muslims as much as it appeals to an infidel.
When thete is&..., allow me,... When there is a reference regarding...., regarding a
mosque..,, I mean, how much does the Kaaba's pulpit appeal to you? As a pulpit? Too .

* much focus on Jerusalem and overlooking the sanctity of the rest of Palestine brings

about, in my opinion, a negative result with people [thinking r_haf} it is Ok that the
remainder of Palestine is lost as long as Jerusalem has a special status, We must focus on

. the sanctity of all of Palestine, all of Palestina including Jerusalem. I believe that Muslims

generally are not going to feel the credibility..., the Islamic aspect of the cause of
Palestine until we see an Pakistani brother raising the Palestinian banner an defending it,
ot the Algerian, the Libyan or the non-Palestinian. This thing must come to the surface of
the sarth, We must find non-Palestinians spearheading Palestinian activism. Otherwise, it
won't materialize meaning that it will not be convincing. People will still ses us within a
certain nationalistic circle, I believe that the role of the [Islamic] Association [for
Palestine) is that we must Ty to make Islamic leaders who adopt the cause of Palestine
with the same force we adopted it with, They adopt it from a very clear Islamic aspect as

" their countrymen would believe this talk. I believe a segment of Muslims believe that we

are commercialize the Islamic aspect of the Palestinian cause for our nationalist intarest.
We tell them that Jerusalem is lost and stuff and they tell you lost it..., who lost it? You
lost Palestine. And you want me to bring it back to you? This is one. The second thing is:
why do we want to discuss the Islamic aspect of the cause in a very narrow sense. I fear
that if we keep saying that our struggle is Islamic, our struggle Islamic, our struggle is
doctrinal we void the... There is a nationalistic aspect for the Palestinian cause. Thereis a
certain characteristic. There is a land that is lost, rights that are lost. Even if it weren't
Jews who violated them, even if they were Barbarians, if they were Arabs and Muslims,
certain rights stil! remain outside the scope of the religious conflict. Let me beclear. In
this manner you are showing - as Israel claims- that your conflict with Israel is no
different from the conflict of the Islamists in Algeria, in Tunisia or in Egypt. It is the
same conflict, It is an attempt to impose fundamentalism in the region and that there are
no nationalistic rights there. It is just a conflict of Islamists trying to impose the Islamic
state by force and among those [countries] is Isracl. Of course, this no different from
Egypt, Libya and Algeria, I say, no. We must defend nationalistic rights as nationalistic
rights, as any human who has a right to live in the shadow of a homeland and it is true
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there is an Islamic aspect to this cause but, too much talking about an Islamnic aspect 18
not going to do us good as long as we are unable to recruit the children of the Islamic
community for our cause, for instance. As long you find yourself in a certain situation
where a Pakistani brother tells you "O brother, yesterday you collected money for
Palestine. Why didn't you collect money for the Indians?". This means that he doesn't
understand the dimension at all. He doesn't understand why do I focus on the Palestinian
cause. He will tell you "Yes, you're taking advantage of the religion just for what...". Like
they sometimes say..., these guys take advantage of the Palestinian brothers, sometimes

they say that, when they want something, they go up to the pulpit and talk about Islam

and stuff just because they want money or something. This means that the Islamic
dimension hasn't taken its scope on the field and he doesn't believe that... [break in
recording]... that the Palestinians speak... [break in recording]... and that I live for him.
But, he must carry the same religious aspect with the same zeal I do otherwise, it will
Temain words on paper,

Allow me a question [break in recording]...

Are you going to discuss the subject...

No, by God. [Break in recording]... I don't want to talk. [Break in recording]... I'm
amazed, amazed... The issue of Palestine is..., Jerusalem is an issue, the issue of Palestine
as a holy land I don't believe this thing, I speak as one of us, 2 Muslim.

What i that talk, Sheik?

I will explain this to you and...UI The Quran aiso spoke about Mecea [saying] "And wam
the Mother of Villages and its surroundings”, meaning that the call of prophet, God's
prayars and peace be upon him, reached where? "Its surroundings” is where the call of
Islam is the surroundings.

Fine.

So, the issue then is not an issue of land. The issue is where the call reaches.

It is still & holy land because...UL

Yes, | say it is known where the holy land is, "The one God has assigned to you”."'.

Palastine,
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No. It is not true. The holy land is Jerusalem,

Only?

Yes, my brother. And also the word "holy"..., there is another point, the word "holy”
means holy in regards to revelations, messengers and the call. I don't have..., this is not

_ the issue but, when someone comes to me and tells me "All of the land of Palestine is a

holy land and all Muslims must go out to fight for it". I say that this slogan is not clear, I
agree with you that all Muslims are responsible for any injustice befalls Muslims,
Therefore, 1 tell the Indian, the Pakistani and so forth "You must support me in my cause
just like he supports any Muslim brother in a Muslim cause”, This is one issue. The
second issue is that..,, that if we stand up to address people in a way which they perceive
as a nationalistic or stuff..., ths is not correct. We must stress that our problem..., our
problem will be there if we discuss the cause from pure political angles. As long as we
focus on the Islamic aspect of the cause, the Indian, the Pakistani, the Malaysian and
others will react to it. |

How do you point out the Islamic aspect of the cause,

‘What?

How do you point out the Islamic aspect of the cause if you gay that the holy land is not

all of Palestine but just Jerusalem and that this cause is not a cause of land and that
people will say that this is & nationalistic cause...

1really believe..,, I really think..., by God my belief is that...
It is a question. I'm asking how could you explain the..,

I'm answering you. My brother, my creed is..., the cause of Palestine, the cause of
Palestine with its dimension and status is a central cause for the entire Islamic nation.
Study history. and you will see that the Ottoman empire collapsed and then the Palestinian
cause began, Now, the solution to the Palestinian cause won't heppen unless the other
countries surrounding it are liberated. As long as these regimes are existing and lying
heavily, there won't be a solution to the cause of Palestine. By God, this is my creed.
Thersfore, we must adopt the Islamic cause in its collective dimension and stress this
issue by saying that it pertaing to Jerusalem and that it pertains to an injustice for the
nation. There 15 no doubt. Other than that, I have nothing, The cause of..., I never
discussed the cause of Palestine one day from the land angle alone. Land is a part of the
injustice and man fights in defense of his property and etc. But, the grand issue is the
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issue of 2 nation. Yes. And I went to Pakistan in '67 and I found that people were crying
when whatever part of Palestine fall including Jerusalem. Also, the issue of Jerusalem is
not an issue the Jews will not abandon by any means as long as they have existence and
entity on the land of Palestine. That's it.

Om: There is a quick word.

UM2: Go ahead.

Om: Senator Patrick Leahy..., Moyenham seid on the day the agreement was signed..., he said
"Now, World War I has ended". He said "WNow, World War [ has ended..."

UM1: Moyenham?

Om: Patrick Moyenham.

UMI1: Patrick what? Moyenham, this is New York.

Om: New York. He is a Scnator from New York.

UMI1: Oh, y=ah. He is Jewish.

Om: Idon't know if he is Jewizh. I don"t think so.

UMI1: Ithink he is gay [laughter].

Om: He says, "Now, after we signed the agresment...", he says "Now, World War I has ended".
By "now" he is referring to the Ottornan emmpire and stuff”.

Ni:  Because it carried out the Belfore's Pledge.

[UT group talk).

Ga:  Ihave two things. First, | hope we don't start discussing issues which lead us to other
points [faughter]... because...UT and [ believe we need to finish. I mean I don't believe
there is a...U] we don't agres on and the path of the Movement is oné and there is no
other. Just to be in the picture.

Ni:  The path of the Movement...UL
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It is 2 different path from what he talked about, This is just the issue is bright as the sun.

What Movement?

: .Hamas..., the Samah Movement [laughter]. | mean Samsh. Anyway, the path is really -

somewhat different. There is no disagreement over the fundamentals but, as far as the
second thing, the nationalistic aspect, there is no doubt that the system of the Movement
is very...UL Therefore, from the latest events, it was proven very clearly to us that the -
effective cirele in world politics as far gs the Palestinian cause 1s concerned is the
Palestinian circle. The truth is now final. Work on the Palestinian front. Hold on to the
Palestinian front and they will deal with you even if he doesn't want to. It is not his
choice. It is yours.

What is the goal from the war? Isn't it the liberation of Palestine? Come on. How are you
going to liberate Palestine?

Through Jihad,

Who is going to carry out Jihad? The Palestinians only are the ones who will go to Jihad
against a national occupation. Do you think that...UI

- Yes, it is possible that UL Nothing is taken for granted. Thc 1issue of impossible and

impossible factors is..

This is political talk.

Anyway, this is what I meant, This way we won't go into many side issues.

Yes, ves. Fine. |

But to talk about impossibilities and absolute assumptions..., T used to speak in this
manner and the experience taught me that I was wrong. Politics taught me that it is not

right to say such stuff. These are absolutes we leamed just ﬁ'om books but, in reality,
things are different on the ground... ‘ .

I will talk the political talk.

They were proven..., they were proven wrong, Therefore, these things are subject to
discussion. That's it.
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| Om:

Is what you say really the point of view of the Movement?

Ga:  No. The Sheik is saying that the Movement...

UMI: Let's stay on our point because things are drifting away.

Om: The point of view of the Movement mentioned by brother Abou Ayoub is not accurate.
The Movement still talks aboui the Islamnic aspect of the cause and we must..,

Ga:  No, this is not the issue...UTL The Sheik is saying that all of Palestine is holy, the
Movement is saying that the entire land is holy. On the contrary, we say that it is an
endowment and not just holy, There is & Saying that goes...[UT followed by Ul comment
and laughter]. This is...UI and the Movement is goitig on that direction. The other
direction which is saying that we can liberate Palestine by the Islarmic nations only is not
agreed wpon.... UL

Om: But, the Movement has not made a decision that the nationalistic current is the one which
will liberate Palestine and that the Islamic current is not...UL

[Brief UI group talk).

Sh:  This is not the topic, our brothers,

[Brief U group ralfc].

Ga: ..Isaythat éstahlishing the Islamic state is not...Ul its current shape, This is just so that
we are clear...UL

UM2: Is this the last poini?

Ga:  Imean, on condition that the Islamic leadership...UI in order to liberate Palestine...UT -

~ neither internal or extemal. '

NWi:  The matters needs clarification. This ic his opinion. Yes, right.

[Brief Ul group talk].

Gh: Youhavea prcscntaticn to make.

(Ga:  Something other than the presentation. Other than the presentation.
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UM2: There is just a remark about what our brother Abou Ratib said. Go ahead.

Ni:

Qm:

Ni:

Ni:

This is in regards to remaining steadfast to the principles and...UT in regards to remaining
steadfast on the principles and the fact that people always look... I mean, the reason the
gitnation changed is that, during the first part of the year when the incident of the World
Trade Center happened and peoaple were looking at..., looking at the Islamic
organizations. We were holding onto principles, Islamic principles as an Islamic
organization. After the signing of the agreement we remained steadfast to the principles
in the statements and the releases we made. This gave credibility to the [[slamic)
Association [for Palestine), it gave popularity to the [Islamic] Association [for Palestine].
I mean, the ADC..., I will give you an example. The ADC..., one of the things which
increased its [Membership] numbers is during the Gulf war because it sided with the Arab
community against the FBI and...UL During the Gulf war, no one was zble to open his
mouth. Everyone was womied about himself. Then the ADC was mobilized because this
was an issue for it.as an organization to handle. It was then that Zoghby stood up very
proudly and said “We came a long way, baby" as it appeared on all the networks. That
was because they adopted an issue and moved with it even though they were the only
ones on the front, The sarne thing applies to the [[slamic] Association [for Palestine];

‘remaining steadfast to the doctrinal principles we follow is the one thing which gives it

credibility with the public.

Are thers any other remarks? Ok, we will Iisten to the second prasentauon by.. Isitby
Abdel Rahman or Nihad?

In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Thanks be to God, prayers and peace be
upon God's messenger and upon all of his family and supporters. To proceed, I was..., this
1s not the first meeting to take place to study the future of Islamic activism for Palestine in
North America. A meeting was held before in August... '

In July.

In Tuly?

July 14.

July 14, before all of these problems happened. I had prepared a paper I didn't submit. I
was supposed to discuss it. T had two things in my tmind; in order to strengthen the
Islamic activism for Palestine in North America we must do the two things; widening the

Muslims' cirele of influence and reducing the Jews' circle of influence. Based on that, [
placed a lot of..., a lot of... ] said that in order to strengthen Islamic activism for Palestine
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in North America we must do the two things. They are, first of all, widening the Muslims'
ecircle of influence and reducing the Jews' ¢ircle of influence. T assumed that Islamic
activism for Palestine in North America won't get stronger unless Muslims are strong.
The nature of this country is that you cannot work unless you are strong; have money,
relationships and certain tools for pressure, If you know how to talk but don't have tools
for pressure your words are firtile, Based on this study I concluded three things and they
were almost discussed. They are: having organizations which include media and research

- department, another for politics and public relations and the third department is

concerned with money and law. Each one of these [departments] has certain goals. But,
after what happened, we changed the title to "The furure of Islamic activism for Palestine
in North America in light of the peace developments”. I repeat hers that any organization
which secks to de activism here in America must be very strong. Its main goal should to
become strong. This is the... The goals sought by the Islamic activism for Palestine are six
goals, I believe. First, making the Islamic position regarding Palestine the strongest
position and the most supported between Muslims in general and Palestinians in

- particular. I mean, for Muslims in general and Palestinian the Islamic position should be

the one they adopt and stick to. The second thing is to have the position of the Islamic
Association for Palestine in regards to anything that has to do with Palestine the position
which is adopted by Muslims and Islamic organizaiions. It should also be the position
heard by non-Muslims. I mean, when a Muslim person or an Islamic organization adopt a
position regarding the Gaza-Jericho agreement, for instance, the position of the [Islamic]
Association [for Palestine] should be the adopted one. Here is the organization which
represents the point of view of Muslims in regards to Palestine. The other thing is that
should the outside media or any foreign organization want to find out the point of view of
Muslims, they would ask us and not any other entity, This is my second goal, The third
goal is mobilizing the Palestinian and the Islamic cormmunity to support the Islamic
project in Palestine and Islamic activism for Palestine in North Amernica. This means that
it is not enough that we provide awareness to the community. We must mobilize it to
support the Islamic project in Palestine over there and then support Islamic acfivism for-
Palestine also in North America. These are the ones which we..., which we must pay a lot
of attention to. This is one of the results of awareness of media activism. The fourth issue
is increasing financial support for the kinsmen in the Occupied Territories in Palestine in
general or even as we said today for Palastinians living elsewhere such as Lebanon, Syria
and Jordan or wherever. [ am not going to speak about this issue in this presentation
because I believe it was discussed extensively, There were special sessions dedicated for -
it. The fifth goal is to form 2 lobby to pressure the Palestinian decision-makers abroad.
This is a long-tarm goal.  mean, we must really be strong and have a large base but I
believe it is a reasonable goal for us to adopt for the long-run. The last goal is enhancing
and developing methods of activistn. This one relates to the organizations. These are six
goals. How are we going to carry them out? There are five fislds; the first way is the
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media, The second field is the field of politics and public relations, public activism, our
financial strength and strengthening our organizations. God's willing, I will be talking
briefly about éach ona of these fields, In regards to the media field...er, this form of
activism seeks to make the tools of the Islamic Association for Palestine such as Al
Zaytouna and the Muslim World Monitor or other researches which we make and public
the main and the popular source of information about Palestine among the Palestittian and
the Muslim community. I mean, we don't want us to be the [Islamic] Association [for
Palestine] while we see Muslims read papers from other people. It is possible that there
will be [other papers] but they are not going to be the dominant or the ones which are
. widespread between the people. The main reason for that is to wipe illiteracy among
‘Muslims in regards to the political reality and the conspiracies against Palestine. The
biggest catastrophe we learned from this agreement is that Muslims totally ignore what
‘happened. They didn't read the agreement ot listened to news. They saw some headlines
and they cheered and celebrated like other people did, Sq, if we don't reach them, this
deeply-rooted ignorance will rule them and they will become our enemies and we start
working on them instead of us working on the Americans and others, This will happen by
enhancing both newspapers, boosting their distribution and propagating themn, and by
making suré our researchers and news reach the audience and the influential people like
people who are the imams of mosques and those in charge of mosque, those who can
receive the news and distribute it. We have to make sure that he received our research and
our news. [ believe this is on going on now but we must make it stronger, The second
goal for media activism is broadcasting the Islamic point of view in U.S. media. The first
goal was relating to activism among Muslims and Palestinians but we must broadcast our
point of view in U.S. media. There is a very good reason for that which is bringing the
voice of the Islamists to the surface, kesping them informed and explaining their
positions in order to ease the severity of allagations of radicalism and other things. This
will also make our position known to Musiims and sympathizers wham we cannot reach
via our media tools. So, the first thing is that if we don't go out and talk about our
position people like Thomas Friedman and others will rise to attack the Islamists, This
will happen if we don't stand up and speak about our positions. S0, we must take this
initiative and express our position. This will lunit the aliegations of radicalism. | mean,
when Nihad appeared on CNN and talked in the way he apoke, this greatly reduces the
severity of allegations of radicalism. The other thing which is the same thing brother
Akram said is that when Muslims see these things they will be encouraged. For instance,
we were conducting interviews for local TV in our locality, these were not for the
Americans but for the Muslims in or locality who don't understand. When they see that
there are Muslims like you wheo stand up you become a sort of a supporter for them and &
motive for them to stand up, This can be achisved by being open to the various media
outlets..., media outlets, and broadcasting news such as [INN organization which is
already part of the [Zslamir] Association [for Palestine], the Islamic News Network...sr.
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We can also use the people who agree with our opinion. I mean, if you have someone ike
Edward Said and someons like that... We have a brother in our region whose name Sabri
Kaoush, 2 member of the National Assembly. He is very light Islamist. But he iz a man
who has a lot of information; he 1s retired and understands. Bring him on and Jet him
demonstrate and explain things. There is no problem with that. He will assist you, help
you out. So, we must not be shy and timid. Any newspaper or any radio which seek your
opinion you should stand up and talk but learn how to ralk. And I believe if you stand up
and talk is what benefits you. But if you kept silent in this country they will toss you any
way they want. The third goal of the media is producing researches, collecting
information and providing them to those concerned and publishing them in order to make
scholarly research and information which support our position available to those
concemed with our cause. Also, preparing studies which define 2 method for dealing and
address which suits the American political and media atmosphere. We now have a -
research organization which is UASR, for instance. But UASR organization does not help
us in Palestinian activism in America unless with very little. We don't have an
organization which conducts research for us on how to address the American society, how
to deal with the ULS. organizations. So, I believe research is a very important thing. Also,
people in the studies and research centers don't benefit a lot from 2 newspaper alone. He
wants to see if you wrote an analysis or something like that for him. And I believe that the
brothers..., the existing organizations, Dr. Yousef, do not negate the need for a research or
2 research center which we direct for astivism in America. The fourth and the last goal of
media activism is strengthening our influence in the educational organizations and
particularly universities and studies centers. This is also a long-term goal but a plan must
be put in place by the concerned brothers to specify the means through which we have a
heard voice in these universities, This might begin by holding seminars to which we
invite teachers in... Most promirent universities have teachers and have college for
political science, Middle Eastern studies. You have research centers specialized in
Palestine. You can invite them and hold a seminar or a conference for them and engage
them, at least, through your opinion and show them that you really adopt an opinion
based on & scientific things, that you are not a radical, that you are balanced and have
- research and stuff like that. The problem and the catastrophe here in America is that the
mejority of the people who go to work for the U.S. government graduate from these
universities from under professors who are under very strong Jewish influence, I mean
you won't find one professor speaking in a classroom in a way which might harm Israel or
praise the Palestinians unless the Jewish students in the university make an issue of him
and bring a person from the Consulate or a Jewish person to respond. Therefore, our goal
is to be... But this is a..., a long-term goal. Regarding the second issue which is political
activism and public relations, the goal of this activism is to make the position of the
[Islamir] Association [for Palestine) in regards of issues relating to Palestine the adopted
position. This is one of the general goals...Ul the Muslims and the Islamic organizations.
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There is & very good reason for that, It is in order to unify the forces..., the position of the
Islamic forces in a unified activism program for Palestine. If the positions of the Islamic
organizations started to contradict, which is what is currently happening as the [Islamic)
Association [for Palestine] is saying one thing, the AMC is saying one thing, MAS is
saying another thing and they say that the Pakistanis are talking-about moon sighting and
everyone is saying something different, when there is such a contradiction in the positions
of the different Islamic organizations it will weaken the Islamic position in regards to
Palestine a great deal, Then we as the [Islamic] Association [for Palesting], as people
who are responsibie for Istamic activism for Palestine that there is a state of great
weakness and acute frailty in our position because we then...UI our position with
Muslims. Therefore, we must be caraful that the positions of Muslims remain the same.’
This unified program should mobilize Muslims for the Islamic project through the unity
of logic and direction. If the thinking of Muslims is unified with you their mobilization
will be easy, You tell them "Coocrdinate with me. All of Palestine is for Muslims. You
coordinate with me that our position regarding Gaza-Jericho is so and so. How about you
and me hold this seminar, this conference, this donation”. This can be done through
notifying the organizations of our position in a continuons and clear manner and
establishing official and personal with them and giving them a role in determining the
Islamic position in regards to Paiestine and the appropriate method of address in America.
This is the outcome of experience. You must first tell them what is our position. It is not
enough that we wait for someone to call us and ask us "By God, what is your position in
the issue", or wait for us. No, we go to him, make the initiative and tell him "Qur position
is like that; one, two, three, four". And we should make sure, make sure that he got the
message and understands it so that when he stands up to talk he wouldn't say stuff we
didn't mean by our statements. There should also be personal and official relationships
between us and them. This means that we should a personal relationship between us and
the guy who is in charge of that organization. And also an official relationship in our
capacity as the [Islamic) Association [for Palestine), we should have mutual positions
where we supported him in positions. This is America all over; organizations with
interests. They should also be partners in determining the Islamic position for Palestine, It
is not enough that we say "By God, my position is so and so. Go ahead, adopt this
position and go on”. You must make him a partner in the decigion, present to him and
discuss it. You then stay with them to write the final wording of the position. And I
believe that this work must be done. This might not be a fast way to do it but, in the
firure, thete could be certain mechanism to unify the Islamic position in all of America.
As for the organizations which want to dissent from the Islamic position for personal
intsrasts or out of fear... I mean, there are Islamic organizations such as the AMC and
others which want to dissent from the Islamic position, either for personal interests, to
promote itself, or for fear. We must pressure them and embarrass them by various means
until they adhere to our position or, at least, remain neutral. This is something..., Maher
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‘Hathout said that thing when we were at the.. UL He said "If the Palestinians say this and
that we are with them". If the Palestinians abandoned Palestine you must speak up as an
Islamist. He said "But you Palestinians say this and that and there ate pressures on us and
stuff". I told him "If you are under pressure then stay silent. You don't have to say yes or
no. Just stay silent and remain neutral". We shouldn't let these people...., these people
splinter the unity of the Islamic Palestinian front, Thus; we should pressure them by
various means until they either adhere to our position of remain neutral. Also, forming a
lobby for the decision-makers abroad. This iz also a very important thing. It is a long-term
goal. This can be achieved through our popular, political, finaneial and media strength in
America. [ mean, when we are strong like I said in the baginning, I can be a means for
pressure on themn but if we are weak and we don't have an Islamic community, we don't
‘have influence over the Congress or the organizations such as the ADC, ...UI and others
people won't pay attention to us. This will also bolster our position in America with the
U.8, Administration and other mediz and political organizations. If we are strong we can
mfluence what they decide over there, for instance, If Yasser Arafal were to think twice
before he does something in America because he worries about the Islamic community in
America it would give us some zort of eredit with the 1.8, Administration or media
outlets...UI in addition to the fact that it reinforces the position of the pro-Islamic solution
for Palestine abroad and lessens the danger those who surrendered. When we are strong,
people who are against surrender will see that they have a large community in America
which supports them financially and stands with them, It pressures the other people which
reinforces their position. This is the thing..., the thing brother Gawad spoke about. He
said that it won't be achieved unless we are strong in this country. The other thing is in
regards to political activism is lcssening the animosity of America and the West to
Muslims and to Palestinians, in particular because pressure now is not only on Muslims
but they focus on the term Palestinian-Islamic such as Mohamed Salam and others. I
mean they focus on the fact that this guy is Palestinian and an Islamist because the Jaws'
target is the Palestinian individual. Also, strengthening the influence with Congress or
other than the Congress. This is also one of the long-term goals but we have started to do
some things about it. This can be achigved by infiltrating the Ametican media outlets,
universities and research centers ag we previously said. It is also achieved by working
with Islamic political organizations and the sympathetic ones such as..., you have now
many emerging Islamic organizations, such as the American Muslim Alliance, such as the
United Muslims of America, MPAC and ATPAC and others. All of those try to...UI and
recruit Muslims to engage in political activism in America and I think that it is our
mission to assist them because if Muslims engage in political activism in America and
started to be concerned with Congress and public relations we will have an aniry point to
use them to pressure Congress and the decision-makers in America.
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[UM] Unidentified Male.
fU1)

Unintelligible,
[NET] Not Further Identified.
(LNU) Last name unknown.
[ftalics] Translator's comments.
[] Incomplete sentence.

Sh = Shukri Abu Baker
Om = Omar Ahmad

Gh = Ghassan Elashi

Gh2 = Ghassan (LNU)

Ss = Sheik Sharif

Ga = Gawad (LNU)

Ab = Abdel Salam (LNU)
Ak = Akram (LNU)

Au = Abou Usama (NFI)
As = Abdel Halim Al Ashqar (Aboul Hasan)
Aa = Abou Ahmad (NFI)
Aj = Abdel Jabbar

Ab2 = Abou Bassem (NFT)
Mu = Muin (LNU))

Ar = Abdel Rahman

Ni = Nihad (LNU)

Os = Osama (NFI)
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Ni:  The path of the Movement...UL

Ga:  Itis a different path from what he talked about. This is just the issue is bright as the sun.

UM2: What Movement?

GOVERNMENT
