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lthough T cover my hair in
reverence to my Lord, | often
feel tr1s my mouth ghat s

covered...shut closed. super glued and per-
manently sealed. Others are speaking for
rme. Caly my eyes are free 1o ‘speak.’ Bug if
you knew me, you would know thar there is
mote to me than meets che eye. "

In the 2 st Century, the Crusades have
been redefined. No longer is the goal the
liberation of the Holy Lands from the "infi-
dels,” bur the Bheration of women from the
conternpoeary pracrice of Islam, “But it's not
fslarm that 15 at faule, ivs our culoures.” So
often this argument has resonaced from our
Lips as we address the views that Muslim
women are oppressed, that Muslim women
are subjugared and persecuced, thar Mushim
women are physically abused, chae Mushm
wornen are anprisencd within their relation-
shups, rhar Mushim women are, Whar went
wE

Nl

buen maighi that true Biberation is defined

o incepion of femmsm, we have

by srripping down and throwing oneself
into the rae mace of consumesism, Bare (oot

andd pregrant has become the anrichesis of

i where motherhood equares

shavery wnd backwandness, And what about
farherhood - What fatherhood? — is a bereer
supstion. Is ieminism really a call for libera-
rions, or & call tor a gender-blind society,
where borh "hoods™ beecame blended into
anes Mo longer do Adam and Eve work o
complement each other in creating that
needed balance, bur they're now burting
hewdds, cach declaring the other as the origi-
mal sinner.

Wherher its manhood or womanhoeod,
the measure of success today is derermined
by the size of our wallets and our ability to
prove complete independence. And thas, in
American society, we see some of the high-
est rares of divorce and single-parent homes.
In a society that prides itself on social
morals, why is it that one out of five women
have been sexually assaulred. According to
the national mean, 50-65 percent of hus-
bands have engaged in extra-marital rela-
tions by the time they reach the age of 40.
As for women, the national average is 4533
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pereent (Focus on the Family). Despite these
stats, the Aifeb (che headscarf, modest cloth-
ing) is seen as repressive. As we are con-
seantly reminded by women's rights organi-
zations, true equality and hiberavion only
comes by taking off the bargah and replac-
sng it with a tight miniskire. Tronically,
those whe ate benefiting [rom women's "lib-
eration” are the men who are surrounded by
“honeys” willing to give up cheir bodies and
self-respect for the sake of "equality.” As for
women's rewards for so-called equalicy—
whar betrer than their commercialization on
billboards, exploitation by the media and
rokenization by men.

Yer in Istam, equality 15 neither defined
by one’s body nor by who has the moss
money, but by the mose plous, whether man
or woman. True liberation is not only free-
dom from physical subjugatior, but also
freedom from mental subjugation thar
imposes upan us an insaciable desire to look
this way, wear that brand, weigh so much
and miake six digies. Islamically, the goal s
not ro compere but (o complement and
work together o achieve the highest state of
being, the pleasure of Allah Most High. In
doing so, neither gender is deemed superior
to the other, but equally necessary.

‘The role of both man and woman is
mensured and understood in the context of
the other gender. So while Islam is true in
its claim of gender equality where each gen-
der respects and prorects the other, why is
this not exemnplified in reality? Gender rela-
rions and che treatment of women has
become merely the shetoric thae we espouse
rather than the authenricity of our actions.

TIss order v save face, we use the jast to
forget the present. Take a glance at Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him, and the
wity he treated his wives and the way
women were treated in general. True,
womer: were some of the greatest scholars,
highly respected for their knowledge. True,
they were some of the bravest fighters, giv-
ing up their lives o preserve the message of
Islam. True, they were some of the keenest
minds, redefining humanity and spirituality.
Yer why has our rich history been lost to

ignorance and misguidance ... and to the

sands of time? Is it enough that we know
that the Prophet, peace be upon him, stood
up 1o greet women and children and
deciared "Verily you are of the most beloved
of people co me?” Or how, historicaily, men
believed the best of them were chose who
were best to their wives? Is it enough to just
learn of the strength of women like Umm
Salamah {may Allah be pleased with her)
who advised the Prophet, peace be upon
him, in one of his darkest hours? Or how
Sumayyr umm ‘Ammar was the frst mastyr
in Islarn? Bur as Imam al-Ghazall reminds
us, “Action without knowledge is insanity
and kaowledge without action is vanity.”

While we can talk the taik, in realicy
very few of us can walk the walk, Islam has
been lost to chauvinise culoures where men's
insecurity has justified domination, and
women's apathy has allowed them to accept
subjugation as seeond class citizens. While
we cun claim day i and day out thar i is
not Islarn thae is at faule, bur our culrures,
the realizy 35 that actions speak fouder than
words. Gender relations as raught and prac-
ticed in craditional Islam must be some-
thing we all consciously serive for. Yet as we
are reminded by Imam al-Ghazali, knowl-
edge needs to be supplemented by action in
a conscious effort to change the way we
Muslims treat and view each other. We
must be critical of ourselves and question
our perceprions (st and foremnose, and then
work to change those perceptions in our
everyday actions and interactions. This is a
burden chat bogh men anct women must
carry as we are both to blame for the present
condition of Muslim wornen.

The bijarls ts meant ro liberate Muslim
women, not to mudfle their voices into
sifence. Only when we recognize the beauty
and complexity of Tslam will we see that
there is more to women (and men) than
meets the eye ... May Allah grans us that
knowledge and allow us to implement it in
our lives and in our hearss. Amin. @

Sazakun Allabu Ebeayran,
(May Allah reward you welb)
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