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"A l r l i o i ~ g h  I cover m y  Iiziii i n  

reverence to  m y  Lorti, I often 

feel i r  is m y  t i io i i t l i  tli;it is 

cavert:<i ... sl i l i t  closed. silper g i ~ ~ c t l  tinil per- 

mancnrly sc;tled. Ortier.; are ipeaking ihr 

mi,. O n l y  m y  eycs :\re free i o  'syc;ik.' RIJ~ i i  
yo11 knew me, yrxl woi t ld k i iow that rlicrc is 

more rrt me than meets rhe eye.. . "  
I n  thc 2 lsr  (:rriruiy, tiie Crusades lhnvr 

hecn rri!clineil. No longer is t i le go:il the 

Liberatiail r l i  rhc 1 Io iy  Lariils iron1 the "infi- 
riels." hi ir r l i r  lil,ei.;it ion 01' mnincn h m  rhc 

coiiten?pni;ii-j jirnciicc ol ' lslai i i .  " l 3 i i 1  it:< nor 

! u e , ~ t ~ t s n  Ii lu'i~,ini.;m r f i ~ i l y  n c;ill fix Iihenl- 

l io~ii, ., #;!I1 lrir :I f ienclwl~l i i i i l  siiricry, 

..vl,t.ii' l t i i t l i  "lirxxls" iiecnme birnilerl inro 

:me,,, Ngl lc>in!:rr < lo  Ac l i ~ t~>  ; ~ a ~ c l  Eve \vnrI< 11) 

ri i i i i l* l t , inri i t  c;iih c,rilcr i n  rit.;rting ih:lt 
iicr:iicii 1,;iI;ince. h u t  rhry ' re now bu t t i ng  

lic:ails, c;icIi ~1rcl; ir ing the orher as ri le or ig i -  

II;I/ s i i l i l ~ r .  

\V Iwt l~er  !IS ~>I:IcIIIo~<I i ~ r  worn;~r,I~<x>d, 

r l ~ c  rnciubrr o isu i r rss  tcxixiay is rlerermincd 

hy  r l ~ e  size ofr,nr ~val icts and o i i i  abi l i ty  to 

prove c o m ~ ~ l c r r  independence. A n d  rhos, iii 

Amt,ric;w society, \we sce some o f t h e  Ihig11- 

esr r;itrs of divorce ;ind single-parent lhomcs. 

In $1 atriery tI1;ir pricles i tse l ion  soci:il 

momls, why is ir rhnr ~ ,ne our of' l ive wnmetr 

Ii;lve heen sexri;rlly assaulted. According i o  

t i ~ c  nationnl i ~ ~ c ; l n ,  $0-65 pcroenr oihus- 

hands lhave engugcd i n  exrm-marital relil- 

tiocis by  rl lc r ime rhey rcach ri le ;age of 40. 
As l l l r  womeci. r l ie national average is 45-55 

p ~ r c w u  (P(~:rxtis ori t i ic i:;imily). Dcspire rhese 

st;irs, the hijzh (rhc I icndscar~ niqdesr ciorii- 

itig) is seeti is repressive, AS WP. ace coil- 

srantly i.ernirirIeil by  women's rights organi- 

zations, true cqiiaiiry ;inil l ibent ion  only 

c o m e  by  taking nlTr11c h ~ r i p i i  and rcplac- 

itig i r  w i t h  ;I t igh t  miniskirt. Irt~nicaily, 

those wi io are beiiei ir ing iron1 women's " i ib-  

em tin^" iirr the men whti irre surmi~n<larl by  

"Ironeys" mi l l ing  ro  ,yivr lip rheir borlics and 

self-respecr i ~ ~ r  rile sake o f  "erjiiality." As tor 

wiimcii's ir~wariis ior  so-cailecl eqiinliry- 

rn1i;ir hcrtei rlian r l i c i i  rommei-cinlizarion oti 

l ~ i l l l ~ o ; i t i l ~ ,  i rp io i ra i ion  by r l ic incilia mid 

tiilienirariiin by ineri. 

Yrr  i n  isl;im, cqiialiry is nc i ihc i  iirlinccl 

by on& liody nor by  wlto II;U rihu moi r  

iiinnry, I7iir 1.y tile inrisr piiiiis, i t , l i r r I~ r i  man 
or ~ ~ ~ o r n : ~ ~ ~ ~  .I-rtac I ~ l x m r i o n  is  not c j d y  free- 

i lon i  iir,iii jpiiysiciil siihji,<ration, i iur  also 

irii.diirn lriiin inrnt;il siihiiig;,tion rh;n 

iinlposcs l i j xx i  iis a i l  iiis;iiiable rirsise r i j  look 

this w;iy. wear i!lat hran<l, w e i p l ~  so m i l c l ~  

an<! iii;ikc six digits. Ic la rn ica l l~  i l i c  p,:il is 

not i o  cnlnjxte bi i r  ro mml?lcmcnr find 

work  togcrlicr to ;ichieve ri le liiglrest sretc of 
lhcing, rhc plcilrure of Al lah Mosr I-Iigh. I n  

r l ~ l i n g  XI, neither gender is ilecrncd siipcrior 

tri thc orhci; b i r  equ;iIly nccess;iry 

'The n,ic <if b t ~ r l ~  inzin :tori wom;ill is 

~ m e i l s ~ ~ r e ~ l  itrid ~it i~lersro0(/ in the rr~nrexr o f  

rlie ittlier geniler So while Islam is tn ie i n  

irs cl;rim oigeni icr  rqoal i ry wherc each gen. 

i l r r  irspccrs and jirorects rile other, w l ~ y  is 

tlris inor cxrmplif icrl in reality? Gcrlder rela- 

rions and rhc rrearlncrit o fwomcn lux 

become merely tlte rlieroric that we esjioitse 

iarhcr rhan rhc ailrhanricity ofour arrions. 

In  irnlcr r<i  save l i re .  we  osc tile liasr t o  

l i ~ rgc r  ihr presenr. ' l i ike a glance ;I[ I'roylicr 

Muluimmad, pcarc bc upon h im,  ;and thc 

way Ire treatrcl Iris wives ancl thc w ry  

womcn werc rrented in gencral. 'Trile. 

womcn wr ie  same o f  the grcaresr scholars, 

Ihighly rcsl>ccteri lor rheir knowledge. 'Tnle, 

they were some o l r l i e  bravest fighrers, g iv-  

i ng  u p  rheir lives r n  presewe rlre mrssage o f  

Islnm. True, rhcy were some oftire kecncsr 

minds, re i l e l i ~~ i l i g  I ir imanity and spiritu:iliry. 

Yer why !has our r ich I~ is ro iy  lxerr Irisr r<t 

i gn~~rancc  an<\ misgui~lance .. . and ro rl lc 
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saials of t ime? ls i r  eno i ig l~  char wc know 

tliat i l i c  Piopliet, peace be ujloti h im ,  s i o d  

u p  ro  grcm \vorneri and cliilriren ;in4 
cit~cl:iinl "Vcri ly yo,, arr o i  [lie most brioveil 

o f p e ~ ~ p i e  to me?" O r  lho\v, historically, men 

believed the best o f  them were those who  

were hest to their wives? Is i t  eiiougli ro  jiisr 

learn o i  the strength oiwornen l ike Urnm 
Salamah (may i\ll;ih he p lmec i  w i t h  her) 

who ;ldviscrl the Propher, pence be upon 

hiin, i n  one o i  his darkest liours? O r  how 

Sumayyn urnm 'Arnmar ur;is rl ie Tirsr martyr  
in Islam? Birr ;s Imam al-Gliaznli reinincis 

us. "Act ion ivithour knowledge is insnriity 

and kno\vlecljie wi t l rout  ;action is vani ty"  

W h i l e  we can ralk the telk, i n  rcaliry 

very icw o f  its i n n  walk tlie walk. Islam lias 

hcen lost in riiauvinisr cui t i~rcs where men:? 

inscciiiity lhas jtisrified dominarion, iinrl 
\vrrmuii's api~tl,y lr;,s allowcil them ro  acccpr 

sohj i~gat ion ;LS scconcl cl;iss cirizer~s. W h i l e  

we c;in ci;iim day in  and clay ollr char i t  is 

nor Isiaiir iliac i s  :kc bitit, hu t  o u r  culrurcs, 

the reality i s  rhar :~crions speak loodcr tiran 

words. Gcndt:r relations ra i~g l i t  and prac- 

t i c i d  in  tr;alitional Islam nillsr be some- 

th ing we ctll consciously strive for. Yet as we 

are reminded by  i m ; m  al-Glinzali, k i iowi-  

cdgc nceds to  bc sopplcmmted by  action in 
a cnnscioiis r l lorr  ro cliaoge rhe way we 

R.fuslims rrenr and view e;icii orher. W e  

~ i i t i s r  he critical o f  oi~rseivcs and cliiesrion 

our prrceprions lirsr and iorrmosr, and then 

work t o  rli;rnge riiosc licrceprinns i n  our 

rveryday nit ions and intencrions. '1-his is a 

burclcn thnr both  men nnii women mosr 

c a y  as we are hnth ro  blame for rhc picscnr 

i n n d i ~ i n n  ol 'Musl i rn wrrmen. 

'The hi~irii is mennr ro  libcrarr- M i l s l im  

wometi, not t o  niuine their v ~ i c e s  i n to  

si lrnie. O n l y  when we recognize rhe beauty 

;irt<l compl t~r i ry  o l ls la tn  w i l l  we  see rhar 

rharr. is more to women (and men) than 

incers rhc eye . . . May  Al lah gr;int us that 

knowledge and ;illow iis to implement i t  in 

our lives and i n  nLir hesns. Amin .  * 

.fn;.rb,,tii /ti/,,bn khtqil?)'nza. 
(May ~\lla,h scwiirri you well) 
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Nblfb t i  <I-& a cxprrsng t a v i m ,  ccncPrni "td 
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