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4 ote than 1400 years after the earth-
/ @ ly passing of our beloved Prophee
LV {prace and blessings be upon his
noble soul), we find ourselves in some of the
most turhulent tres this world has seen. As
we attempt to hold on ro whatever shreds of
the Prophetic example we can, and w0 mani-
fest al} chat we academically know, we are left
with a number of psychological discontinu-
ies, We speak of crusting aone buar Allah,
ver act otherwise. We say we revere and adore
the Noble Prophet {peace and blessings be
upon his dignified soul), yet chastise those
who attempt 1o emulate hirn, We discuss the
Islamic emanciparion of women and boast
thar we have a cure for the explottation of
womnen and chitdeen, yet sh our homes our
mothers and wives are beaten and children
are molested. While we continue sloganesr-
g about Zionist plots and Free Masonic
plans, we take no notice of the aggression
commiired within our own homes. When we
discuss the mental and physical libeeatory
nature of Tedum wich our friends and peigh-
bors, do we not consider our oppression
behimd closed doors? hen we eall for jus-
vice, do we mean only in public?

As our stafl planned che theme of this
issue, we questioned whether or not to
address the topic of domestic violence. Were

we sumply exposing one of ouwr skeletons for

& {ptter to the editor @

Imam Jamil Al-Amin

As salaarnu "Alaykum,

fn the Name of Allah, Most Gracious,
Most Mererful

1 seek Allah's protection from Satan, the
rejected. [ bear witness chat there is only one
God worthy of all praise and worship, and He
has said thar He is Allah. T pmy that Allahs
peace be upon the Prophet of Allah,
Muhammad, son of ‘Abduliah, 2nd his family
and those who follow him.

Fask Allah to guide my hearr and o
guide my tongue. 1 seek refuge in Allah from
misleading and being misled, from betraying
and being betrayed into ignorance by others.

I seek refuge in Allah from the worship of
false gods, be they governments, idols, super-
stitions, self, art, science, pride of race, pride
of birth, pride of wealth or position, pride of

Dealing with the Problem of Domestic
Violence in Our Communily

tens of thousands of people o
rencd? 1e's easy to discuss domestic
violence in theory, bur bringing it
close encugh o touch our own
bives is pearly impossible. The sad
realiry, however, is that with whatever culour-
af ot social porms that have crepr into our
sociery, it has become acceprable to tyrannize
our farmibies, and 1o ignore and even ostracize
thase who plead for help. There was a rime in

our unmah when the abuse of one woman
was met with an army, How low have we
sunk when we abuse our own wives and chil-
cren, then deny that the problem exists, or
worse, attempt to Justify our cowardly acts
through Islam?

Webster's Dictionary defines cyeanny asa

cruel and unjust use of power. Domestic
abuse 15 nor just an act of the hand, but has
deep and lasting emotienal and psychological
scars. Just because we are not physically tor-
ruring our families does npt mean we are not
abusing them. A person who abuses his
power, whether with words or deeds, is act-
g in g tyrannical manner.

We cannot continue to find excuses for
our lack of humanity. Having a hard day ar
work s not an excuse. Gerting fired is not an
excuse. In reality, there is no excuse for famil-
ial abuse whatever the circumstanees ray be,

CQur tradition has spelled out the rights a wife

power, pride of fearning, even spirinual pride,
All praise is only for Allah: “Amnd I ane com-
scaticled 1o be the first of thov wha bmw to Adlah in
Islant” (Qur'cent 39:12),

I know that my personal situation may be
troubling to you and athers.

However, I must inform you, that this
matter is not just about me. It is about Istam
and the entire Mushim Unimab {globs}
Muslim community). There is a pre-medime-
ed conspiracy to destroy Islamic leadership,
When the auth is being established, the dis-
believers will start to do things. This is ver-
fied by the Qur'an.

They intend 1o pret oust the Light of Allah with
their niosths. But Allah will complae (magnify,
incvease) Hir Light even though the Dithelievers
hare (i1),

He it is who fes sent Iis Messenger
{Meuhanmad) with Guidane and the Refigion of
Traath to ke it victorions over all (other) religions

has over her husband, and a husband has over
his wife. Only by understanding, believing,
and implementing the prophetic model will
we, individually of collectively, ever achieve
success in this world and the next. The model
which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
be upon his sancrified soul) laid out was not
simply economic, social and polincal in man-
ifestation; rather, it was holistic and enguled
the inter- and intra- personal stares a person
has, The Holy Propher (Ailah bless him and

-pive him peace) said, "Gentleness is not
“¢ - found i anything except that ic beaueifies it,
- and gentleness is not mken from anything”

except thar ie disfigures it.” As we attempt to
come £0 terms wich what it means te be a

Muslir, we must recognize that unmitigated -

anger is nowhere to be seen within the
Islamic landscape. We must learn the steps ro

free ourselves from anything thae is nor of the

pusest form, for we must, in all of our

actions, "Fear Allah; for Allab is sift in taking .

aaount” (Qur'ans:4). «

Jazalaam Allaehu khayran. 4
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even though the Mushribun bats {it).
(Surat ArSaff. Ayat 8-9)
What has happened 1o me s like having
someone throw & large rock into a pond, it
mukes 2 big splash, sinks to the botton and
stirs up the roud, which douds the water,
leaving everyone dazed, confused and unces-
tain about the state of affairs. Given time, the
miudded-water (confusion} will become clear.
1, again, extend to you and others the
greeting of sefam (peace) and I tell you that
everything will be all right. The auth will
come out. My situarion is the Qud {power)
of Allah. The stuggle goes on.
May Allah grant us Muslim Unity and
erue Istamic Brotherhood, Amin,

Hasbunallzh (for vs Allah suffices),

Jamil Abdullah Al-Amin
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AbTalib is devoled to exprassing the views, concems
oref ideas of the American Muslim. It seeks to promole
and achieve communily empowarmen! and the world-
wide success of Muslims by instiing the Usnmoh with
the spirit of fikad, the love of the Guron ond the exar
pie of Muhammad, peace and blessings of Alloh be
upon Bim, I alse serves ke corect the mainstream
madia’s misinformation about skem aad Muslims, and
seeks o provide nonfuslims with cecurate informotion
obout istom, Furthermore, AFklb is commitied to
remeining on independent lorm for o diverse spec
turn of views ond concems.

Unsigned editorial represents o mojority opinion of
the AlTality Echitorial Board. All other coksmns and Jet
ters rapresent the opinion of the ouhor ond do net nec-
essarly reflect the views of the AHlulib Editonal Board.
The UCLA Communications Board has a media griev-
ancé procedure for resolving grievances against any of
#s publications. For o copy of the complate procedure,
conlaet Shudent Media UCLA ot 118 Kerckholf Holl
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