


BB GRS AN

Kosovar Refugees

putting our conviction into action

he time has come for us, as Muslims,

to act on our frequent claims that

we would help our suffering broth-
ers and sisters if only there was a way. Today,
the Kosovar crisis demands that we move
quickly to help the 20,000 Albanian
Muslim refugees being delivered o
America.

The latest tragedy in Kosova is only the
most recent example of Muslims coming
under atrack. Despite the daily murder of
our brothers and sisters, we are desensitized
to terms such as “genocide” and “echnic
cleansing.” These horrifying acts have sim-
ply become stories on the 10 o'clock news —
something we hear about and forget. We
conduct our lives as if genocide was normal.

‘While Muslims are under atrack
throughout the world, we in the United
States frequently hear chat Islam is the
fastest growing religion in the world. The
addition of 20,000 Albanian Muslims can
strengthen the cause of Muslims 1n America
tremendously if we act to help our brothers
and sisters in their settlement in American
cities. Numerous non-Muslim organizations
have stepped forward, offering to take
refugee families into their homes. In order
1o help preserve and nurture the din (reli-
gion, way of life) of the refugees, Muslims in
America must also act quickly to assist the
refugees.

The plight of the Kosovars is not a new
one. Serb forces have been torturing and dis-
placing Muslims and non-Muslim ethnic
Albanians for close to a decade. The stories
of these innocent souls are so horrifying, it is
only natural to compare them to the Jewish
Holocaust. However, while the massacre 1s
comparable, it has not gained nearly as
much attention.

The reason for these events can only be
explained by one phenomenon — Hate,
Slobodan Milosevic and his Serbian govern-
ment counterparts have proven to be one of
the biggest enemies of Islam during this
century. Despite the fact that his hatred for
Bosnians led to the murders of thousands
just a few short years ago, Milosevic has
somehow maintained his popularity and
managed to pull off yet another unthinkable
massacre.

Now comes the involvement of NATO.
After months of “cleansing” by Serbian
forces, NATQO decided to conduct air strikes
against the Serbs. Before Muslims become
excited and begin writing thank you letters
to President Clinton, we must look at the
facts. Since the air strikes began, the dis-
placement and tortures of Muslims have not
only not ceased but have been propelled to
outrageous levels. Despite daily strikes
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against Serb forces, the U.N. has set no clear
plans to ensure Kosovar autonomy. For this
reason, we should question Clinton’s agenda
in Kosova. In Iraq, Clinton’s agenda for
bombing Saddam Hussein was to prevent
Saddam from producing chemical and bio-
logical weapons. Yet these bombings have
not resulted in Saddam’s compliance to U.S.
demands, bur instead sparked more intense
oppression of the Iraqi people. Today, Iraqis
are dying from malnuttition and disease at a
catastropic level.

We must question NATO involvemnent
because their agenda does not include help
and protection of Muslims. Of course, this
job belongs to the Muslims. It is not within
our din (Islamic way of life) to expect help
and support from non-Muslims. NATO, the
Red Cross and other organizations of the
like may provide food, clothing, etc. to our
brethren who are suffering, but the support
that Muslims can provide is unparalelled.
Although there may be good that comes out
of 1t, the agenda of non-Muslims is almost
certainly questionable.

While we cannot control the UN.'s
airstrikes against Yugoslavia, we must put
our activism into action. Muslims always
talk about standing up against injustice and
oppression against our brothers and sisters
but very rarely do we put our convictions
into action. Many of us would love to go to
Bosnia and Kosova to assist our brothers and
sisters, but frequently we are unable to. We
would love to go fight in jrbad (struggle in
the cause of Islam), but often times that also
does not happen.

Kosovar refugees wait to be transported to a temporary camp.

e

Bur, now there is one duty that all
Muslims must fulfill in order to turn their
rhetoric 1nto real action - the help, shelter
and protection of Kosovar refugees who will
be arriving in the United States shortly.
This will be a true test for the Ummah
(global Muslim communicy).

The Kosova tragedy 1s a Muslim tragedy;
the refugee problem is a Muslim problem.
It is necessary for us, as Muslims to step up
and help our brothers and sisters in estab-
lishing their new lives in America,

Islam’s growth and resurgence in the
United States is plain to see. Bu, it is
imperative that we continue this revolution
by showing the world that we, as Muslims
in America, will take responsibility to help
our own.

For more information about hosting or belping
Kosovar refugees:

The Muslim American Society is invit-
ing Muslim community members in the
United States to accommodate any number
of Kosovar refugees. To do so, call The
USAID telephone number: 1-800-872-
4373 x5433. Please dial the whole number
with the extension together. A computer
will transfer your call directly to one of their
representatives who will take your call. Also,
to donate money to help with accommodat-
ing refugees, as well as any other help, send
money to Al-Talih, and we will make sure
that the money reaches them.

Jazakumn Allahu khayran,
~The Al-Talib staff. °
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olocaust

from page 18

A Florida high school essay champion, ina
topic dealing with the policies of the Holocaust,
srote: “The Third Reich has fallen ... bue the
people of fsrael have survived and regained the
Jandd of cheir ancient fathers. This peautiar people
now thrives in the land diat it holds as a promise
from heaven that it will endure, despire present
threats, untsd the end of dme.” It has become
cormmonplace — almast fashionable — o in one
breath borh condemn Germany and its policy of
anst-Semitsm, and simulanecusly prase Ismel
despite i= racist, apartherd policies rowards the
Pulestinians, its distepard for international cen-
sure (it fias floured moe Secutity Council
Resolurions dhan any other nation), and is mor-
bid record of polidiol assassivations, wellecnl
blackemail, torture of civilians, and neverending
human righes violatons,

When a critic begins discussing any of the

i W (gypsies, erc.), This indignant reaction
belies the Jewish belief that chey “owa” the suf
fering, that they somehow have a monopoly on
bad rimes, and chat the world owes them some-
thing for this. The teom “Holotaust” is generally
used only in reference to the events surrounding
the Jews in SWIL any application of the wrm
w othier instances of wide-scale human suffering
— even two ot theee tines as great — is somehow
considered an insult 1 the jews who suffered.
Apparently, there can be many holocausts, bur
there can be onty ene Holocaust.

It is blameworthy o deny the suffering of
another individual or group, bue whar makes the
Holecaust engrepreneur’s position even more rep-
rehensible is thae, for the most part, American
Jews enjoy 2 high social, political, and economi
status, while groups such as Native Americans
and African-Americans genesally donot. It isa
farce, and an insult to human decency, w© pro-
maote, exhubir, and market the suffering of rela-

Shahack),

“Even the best of dhe Geneiles should be
killed” (Aboctah Zara 26h).

“Jesus is in hell and is being punished by
being boiled in hot semen, Christians are botled
in dung” (Gizin 57a).

Among individuals who are even partially
faniliar with the wriangs of the Talmud or basic
concepts of Judaic law as pertaining to non-jews,
these above seDEIMENEs come as Do surpeise,

Rexurning w the main point, one mighe fur-
ther question why the Holocaust enjoys suchia
prominent place in everyday discourse. Movies,
billboards, ralk shiows, newspapers, and a pletho-
ra of Interner sites are all dedicated to making
swre char the world "never foggets,” supposedly
sa that tepetition of the arrocities doesn't oocut o
another group. However, has this strategy of
“rermind & prevent” been effective? Bosnia?
Kosova? The Killing Fields of Cambodia? The
llegitimate state of lsraet itself?

sentartalile, evnd §f conryore criticizes ony nbe-
weEn prowiices or doctvines, we will Wrdgeon
him with the Label of anti-Semite, aned throw
hin i a den of outeasts, with others who our
imellectsiad terroriti bes made mpotent, Fivst
Amendment? Free Spoech ? Oy capologies, but
Hhoegh you can baerrt the U.S, flag and call
your fammcling fathers by insufting nick-vernes
£ yorer hecert’s content, You wennot criticize uy,
We are alote orivicim. We are aboce free
Jjwi).

After adf, oner people suffered the Holooaus,

When Matk Price was asked why he
engaged in his Holocaust business, he
responded haltingly, “Why do 1 sell
Holocaust materials? Why? Because in
order to understand what you want
never of, you bave © lock at what was.”
This incoherent response masks the real
answer In berweert the stutters and hades
are unexpressed, ultenor morives of
guilr-assauly, psychologscal domina-

above, mention of the Molocaust s made,
and a stdent hush falls over the discussion,
by 1t impossible to obectvely wleou-
fy Israel as the rogue natien that its policies
show ic in faet is. Rabbi Yascov Pernin was
cquoted as saying, "One million Arabs are
anor worth a Jewish ngernail.” Ir is chis

“‘However, has this strategy of ‘remind &
prevent’ been effective? Bosnia? Kosova? The
Killing Fields of Cambodia? The illegitimate

state of Israel itself?”

tion, and secular greed. Tn berween
the sturrers and the hales is 4 sim-
ple, semightforward sentiment never
expressed, bug abways present:

We suffered the Holocaust. Now
muke it up tous, ¢

sort of sentiment that poes without men-
gion, and the parade of dead bodies from halfa
century ago coticinue o be used as a stueld by
modern day racists and cowards pasding as
Istachi smevsmen and lobbyists. Volumes more
have been written about the tack record of this
modern-clay Nazi stare, and it is perhaps best o
leave further menrion of its graesome policies to
aother piece,

One st major poing that deserves 1o be
brondeast: Mention of the Hlolocaust notmally
cccws to the exchusion of any other peoples” suf-
fering.

Many have asked, why is there no motto o
remembet the millions of Native Americans
slaughtered by white sectlers? Why is there no
public relations action to memotialize the mil-
lions of Africans who were slggheered 1 the
slave business? Why is there no mention of the
millions of Cambodians ~ nearly half their popu-
lation — who were slaughrered by Pol Por, or dhe
roventy rmdlion Russians killed i World War 1?7
The seven million Ukruinian farmess smeved w
dearh i1 19302 The 15 million Russian Kulak
farmers exterrmaaied in the fate 1920%7 These
questions aren't designed o be a thetorical com-
pilation of hurman saffering; racher they're means
o pose the very real question that the Holocause
enzreprenews cun't successiully answer. Why is
your suffering the only sufering that couns?

It 1 common to see Jews bristle when a histo-
rian begins o say that there were others besides
Jews who suffered ar the bands of the Germans

Sound Vision

cives of the former, while completely ignoring
that of the lattet. Their quest to be the “market
leacers” and solicie guilt and sympathy in suffer-
i o the exclusion of orher minorities is shame-
ful, especially when one considers diat many
minority groups ate STILL suffering a great deal,

- while the Jewish community in America is gen~:
- eally in a position of affluence, power, and com-

fort. (Incidentally, it a curious psychological phe-
nomenn that when Jews' enviable posivions of
executive power in politics, meciin, and business
is mentioned, the obsetvation 18 sormehow con-
sidered antt-Semiric.)

As a sidenote T should mention dag the
undedying mcism and exclusivity in fewish
thought shouldn't carch the ceader off-guard. It
is a well-docurnented ft (supported by, armong
others Professor Ismel Shatwck, cutrently 2 resi-
dent of Istel and one of the few remaining sur--
vivors of the German concentration camps), that
Jewish Talrmudic faw is insulting rowards afl
non-Jews, A fow illustmcive emmples follow:

“Murdering Goyim {non-Jews] is like killing
o wild animal” Sanhednn 39A).

The etymology for the word “shilsa” (non-
Jewish girl) comes from 2 word meaning
“unclean arpmal; loathsome creanute, abomina-
tion” (from Ismel Shaback).

The concept of adulery does not apply o
intercourse berween & Jewish man and a non-Jew
wornan, tather the Talmud equates such miter-
course to the sin of bestialiry..” (fom Ismel
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Clearly, repeated readings of “The Diary of
Anne Brank” (in public schools, it is on the
reqquired reading list ar almost every goade level
above the 7th) has done nothing o prevent us as
adules from censing genocidal behavior in pock-
etz of the world. It is alroost as chough

Holocaust “education” takes place in one pare of ..

our consciousness, and witnessing horrific mod-
ern-clay atrocities takes place in another. The
point is thar history has shown that talking
abour, being reminded about, being bmin-
washed abourt the Jewish suffering, doss not pre-
vent further atrocites.

Why then are we continually asked to "be a
witness,” to “never forger,” o ingest images of
sufferitg children from nearly a half-century
ago? History has shown char i has lirde o do
with education, and everything o do widh 2 psy-
chological assault oo our sentiments, an emo-
tional blackmail of sorts:

Even if yoru 1were born a for ey from

Germirry as Newport Buach 40 yoors after

she atrosities, we will make you feel like a

ld-blooded killer: When oer indoctrination is

complete, and you fod an srerwhelming s of
utilt — one whose ivationality fitiere genera-

tions of piychiatrists will mrvel at, we=920

sllow you 10 assuage your felings of inade-

gy by groing “our people” @ state, funding

it et the ruste of B8 million per dary, amdd v

ing e blimd-eye to o Mozt Jike trectmens of

the Palestinion peqple, We have beonne
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ks Qu
Chicaga, L.

Asizhor’s nose: Far ehe purpose of this
piece, so as o not get demiled from the main
argument, I'm assuming thar eraditional
Holocaust history is true, though of course there
are hbmaries of compelling evidence to indicate
that the numbers, accounts, and narratives are
either exaggerated, of in some cases, wholly

 imaginary. Suffice it 1o say that proponents of a

less-pory account of Holoaust history are no

- bonger fringe racists spouting nonsense, b now

inchucle a number of once-prominent historians

- who have been osttacized from university and

insellectual circles that once held thern in high
eseerm. The mere mention that things might be
different than chae of conventional wisdom is
usuadly enough to brand a once well-regrarded
professor an anti-Semite, a radical, and for the
growing tumber of JEWISH scholars question-
ing standard Holocaust history, 2 “selfhading
Jew.” The quthor's position is thar eather than
open 2 topic that can genemee volumes of work,
we'll assurne that standard history 1s e,
Readers are nevertheless encourmged w explose
the growing body of literaruee demiling alerna-
tive acoounts on their own accord. ¢

3214 Cricklewood Street
Torrance, CA 90305
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